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JITINEY MUSICS 





a —_—__ —_ — 


Hope CBS Alone May Buy Metro's 3 


Music Firms; Re-Sale Later to BMI? 


> 





San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
While the proposition of Broadcast 
Music, Inc., buying the 


Metro- | 


Robbins catalogs, has gone aglimmer- ! 


ing, the more optimistic members. of 
Broadcast Music, figure that this 
music will be available to them. 
Their hope is a philanthropic gesture 
on the part of CBS. 

As reported by BMI directors 
to the National Association of Broad- 
casters, now in convention here, the 
plan calls for Columbia putting up 
the purchase money all by itself with 
a stipulation that BMI could at any 
time obtain ownership of the cata- 
logs from CBS without any profit to 
the network. The option to BMI 
would be for as long as five years 
CBS in turn would enter into a li- 
censing deal with BMI whereby the 
latter would have authority to sub- 
license the performing rights of the 
M-R catalogs to BMI members. To 
get these rights the station men 
would be required to extend their 
present contracts with BMI for an- 

(Continued on page 20) 


Gable Too He-Mannish 
To Play Simon Bolivar, 
Latin-Americans Claim 





announcement 


Metro’s that Clark 
Gable had been tentatively set to 
play the role of Simon Bolivar in 


‘The Liberator,’ story of the Bolivian 
national hero, has brought a storm 
of protest from Latin-American 
groups. They claim that Gable is not 
properly qualified to play the Bolivar 


character because he’s too rugged 
physically. 
Main basis for these protests Is 


that Bolivar was a small, nervous in- 
dividual who, despite his energy, 
died of consumption. Several groups 
have suggested another player be 
picked because. they say, Gable 
would be damaged as boxoffice value 
in this market if he Bolivar 
Also that it might hurt the b.o 
chances of the picture 

several who might 


plays 


be more su 


able, including Leslie Howard, one 
of the favorites for the character, are 
mentioned; Charles Boyer, Robert 
Donat, Spencer Tracy and James 


Stewart are-others. One of the pub- 
lications has started’a poll of public 
Opinion in the Latin-Americas to 
sound out choices for the role. 


FLORIDA NOW NEARER 





TO RINGLING’S MILLIONS :::.. 





Tallahassee, Fla.. Aug. 6. 

Florida Supreme court Friday (2) 
upheld John Ringling’s divorce in 
1936 from Emily Buck Ringling. 

Decision moved Florida that much 
nearer to possession of multi-million 
dollar estate willed to state by circus 
magnate, whose death occurred four 
years ago. 





Changing Times 


Seattle, Aug. 6. 
‘Midnight in Paris’ didn’t 
sound too good in Canada, with 
Paree not so gay and now in 
Nazi hands. 
So the revue, now at the Palo- 


mar here, was billed as ‘Mid- 
night Scandals’ when playing 
the Beacon, Vancouver, last 
week 


B WAY IS LOW 
AFTER HIGH 
TEMP. 








Heat wave which hovered over 
New York for 13 days was broken 
Wednesday (31) and the balance of 
the week was sunny but cool. Effect 
yf the prolonged torridity on the 
surviving shows on Broadway was 


to cut advance sales of tickets away | 


While a few attractions are 
goodly profit levels, busi- 


iown 


10olding to 


ss is principaily done directly at 
yoxoffice just prior to curtain time. 
Not one show has been able to 


register capacity of late and, despite 


the cooler weather, the trend con- 
tinued away from theatres as shown 
by the grosses dropping even fur- 
th r 


Least affected is 
Imperial Side seats 
unsold at most evening 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Ann Corio Jes’ Dunking 


In Legit "Tween Stripping 
Guilford, Conn., Aug. 6 

i Corio has a legit yen, but isn’t 

) » Dp if her bridges be- 

ee Stfipper, doing strawhat 


it Chapel 


hat burlesque has 


Playhouse here, says 
been too good to 


to toss it into the discard for a| 
ramible on straigi icting. She says 
the step would ei:tail too many sac 
ifices on her part and she’s just go- 


try to dunk herself into legit 


° 
gradually 


Appearing here in ‘The Barker,’ 
Corio has drawn favorable 
comment and okay b. 0. She made 
one previous cowshed stand in Maine 


has been offered additional 


Miss 


Helen Hayes for Lipton 
Helen Hayes may star in a 
dramatic series. of half-hours for 
Lipton’s tea this coming season. Mat- 
ter is in the conference stage at 
Young & Rubicam in New York. 


Would be Lipton’s first pretentious | to quit because his dressing room | 


|radio program. 


i 
‘Louisiana Pur- 


dO, 000-400, 000 
JUKEBOXES IN Ua, 


St. Louis’ Electric Phono- 
graphs Alone Number 
3,000 and Gross $21,000 a 
Week—50% Goes to the 


Operators 


BIG BIZ NOW 





St 
The juke boxes’ sweet and bounce 
| music are bouncing the coin- 
| machine industry into the big busi- 
ness class. What was once a mod- 
erate income situation is now in the 
position of grossing between $65,- 
000,000 and $80,000,000 this year, 
Authority for the figures is E. C. 
Steffens, president of the Interna- 
tional Assn. of Automatic Electrical 
Phonograph Owners, who dropped 
into town for a few days. He stated 
| that the 3,000 electric phonographs 
in taverns, restaurants, hamburger 
ete., In St. Louis alone are 
harvesting approximately $21,000 
weekly. He estimates 300,000 to 
| 400,000 machines are scattered all 
| over the country, 


Louis, Aug. 6 





stands, 


Steffens estimated that the opera- 


| tors get about 50% of the total take 
but this is cut sharply when ex- 
penses, etc., are deducted. Currently 
the top tunes in St. Louis, according | 
to Steffens, are ‘Imagination’ and 


‘Woodpecker Song.’ 


MEX BANS AUTRY PIC 
ON OIL-REVOLUTION 


Mexico City. Aug. 6. 
| As the Mexican government is ap- 
parently sensitive abuut oil and 
revclution, the pic censors clamped 
down fast on ‘South of the Border’ 
(Rep), forbidding exhibition any- 
where in Mexico of the Gene Autry 
sta 5 4 | 
I a Y } } ij t ynly 
A i t 
oe > Ol a } i 001 i the 
pic | j ) yin Ts | O1N 
j ] ai had to ma 4 Quick 
ro i ( i at ti la nute 
Fo il co yar Jj a bre 
ing revo 7 t rr } i to 
have been po ble for th yn 
| “Sceut! 
| ° 
| A Hot Eskimo 
| Death of Dr. Frederick A. Cook 


|in New Rochelle, N. Y., Monday (5), 


ploits as an explorer, reminds of an 
experience with him 32 years ago, 


when he was making a personal ap- | 


pearance at the Palladium, London, 
shortly after his return from a sup- 
posed discovery of the North Pole 
| Dr. Cook had hardly been in the 
| theatie an hour before he threatened 


| was too cold. 


$65,000,000 





Chi Bund's Order 





‘Inside Gunther’ 


John Gunther, who wrote ‘In- 


side Europe’ and ‘Inside Asia’ 
and is currently doing ‘Inside 
America,’ will be  biographied 


by his wife, Frances, 
issue of Fashion, new 


in the first 
mag. 


That All Hear 


Lindbergh Leads to Radio Blackout 


> Sicsecamieatiinalidiane 


Chicago, Aug. 6 

German program of the Einheits- 
front, local German front organiza.- 
tion, will go off station WHIP after 
next Saturday’s (10) stanza. Doris 
Keane, secretary of the Hammond- 
Calumet Broadcasting Corp., owner 
of the station, has notified the Ger- 





Biog will be called ‘Inside 


Gunther.’ 





MANY FILMS SET 
TO PLUG U.S. 
DEFENSE 





The film 
placed its shoulders to the wheels in 


industry already 


the campaign to carry the message 


the 





of national 


preparedness to 
people. 


Preliminary steps taken on | 
| production schedules reveals eight 
| major companies have 17 features 
land at least seven shorts expected 
| to assist in the U. S. defense pro- 
| gram Doubtlessly will be others, 

ind some of those tentatively“con- 
sidered for patriotic treatment may 


be changed in favor of other more 


suited stories 


Even this tentative lineup is the 
most comprehensive industry effort 
ever undertaken since the World 
War. In bearing more than its share 
of defense bolstering, producers 
have’ carefully ducked outright 
| propaganda. Where such remains, 
| it has been skilfully disguised; in 
{others it is more apparent but in 
extremely few pictures is the story 

(Continued on page 46) 


Holden Learning to Fly 


While Making U.S. Shorts 
T'y » mont lea > f posen > ha 
peen gI anted by Co novia » W 
liam Holden to appea in a 
of 16 mm. Te slo shorts for 
the U. S. Civ mau Au ) 
ity Holder i ntly vorking 
in ‘Arizona’ Leave will evin as 
300n as it winds up 
CAA shorts will be aimed at pro- 
moting recruit for the aviation 


training course being offered by the 
Government to college students 
| Holden will actually take the ec 
|during the filming and will become 
an accredited civilian flier 





yurse 


and the subsequent rehash of his ex- | 


George M. Cohan’s Discs 


George M. Cohan recorded two of 
his songs, his newest 
| ‘This Is Our Side of the 
ithe oldie, ‘It’s a Grand 
| for Victor this week. 
Leonard Joy conducted 
ichestral accompaniment. 


composition, 
Ocean’ 


Old 


and 
Flag,’ 


the or- 


has | 


man organization that the series is 
| cancelled ‘because the program as 
| now being presented is of such con- 
troversial nature as to make it un- 
|acceptable to many leading Ameri- 
|cans.” Her letter added: ‘In view of 
|the present national emergency, 
growing out of the international sit- 
uation, we believe wholeheartedly in 
promoting American solidarity and 
unity.’ ‘ 


man-American National Alliance of 

Chicago, succeeded tha German- 

American Bund ag the foremost 

spreader of Nazi propaganda in this 

area 

The particular spark that apparently 
(Continued on page 44) 


Argentine ‘Ear Men’ 
Take Down Yankee 





°. . 

| Music Via Shortwave 

Buenos Aires, Aug. 6 
High import duties, lack of direct 

connections and increasing popu. 


larity of U.S 


music have developed 


1 new industry in South America 
Most bands now have crew member 
x specially hired ear man to listen 


to short wavers from States and note 


xopular numbers. After a few lis- 
“ns, they usually get it ‘mas o 
menos’ which, in the local lingo, 


means ‘more or less’ and applies to 

just about everything 
Transcriptions would be easier 

there’s little equipment available 
Some 


bands 


use phonograph re 
xrds—but this is also slow and costs 
Jough 
Still at the top of popularity is 
Co Porter’s ‘Begin th B 


shaw arrangement, copied note for 


(Continued 


14 AMERICAN ACTS IN 
ENGLAND FOR DURATION 


London, Aug. 6 


ym pase 


There are, comparatively, few 
American acts remaining in Eng- 
land. Some have been naturalized 
fone or tws cf the vomen by mar- 
riage), and those remaining here 
have decided to stay for the dura- 
tion 


Among them are: Vic Oliver, Kim- 
berly and Page, Clifford and Marion, 
3ebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, Norman 
Thomas Trio, Scott and Whaley, 
Teddy Brewn, Two Valors, Wilson 
Keppel and Betty, Charles Warren, 
Eddie Stanley and Mae, Leigh Siaf- 
ford, Michel and Hero, Tracey and 
Hay 


Einheitsfront, or United Front or- , 3 
ganization, is also known as the Ger- 4 
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azis Kayo French Show Business; 
Reich-Italo Firms Seen Grabbing 


(EF@ note: The writer was. until 
ihe French capitulation to the Nazis. 
VARIETY correspondent in Paris. One 


of the last to leave the French capi-| 


ial, along with other foreign corre- 
spondents, he joined the bandwagon 
to Tours and Bordeaux, where the 
provisional French government was 
set up. He is presently in Madrid. 
The foregoing is one of the first 
muthentic, comprehensive stories to 
emanate from France on the French 
capttulation and its effect on French 
show business and the French ypeo- 
ple in general 
luyed; via Berlin’ quotation. 


By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Vichy, France, July 25. 
French motion pictures, which un- 
iil September occupied fifth place 
among the country’s industries, has 
been dealt a kayo blow by the Ger- 


man occupation. Legit, musichalls. 
might clubs, danceries, radio and 
others forms of entertainment. 


which in their ensemble represented 


hundreds of millions of francs and 
gave employment to millions of 
French and foreign actors, enter- 
lainers, technicians and other em- 
ployes, have also taken a terrible 
pounding. 

Although least affected, restau- 


yants and cafes are not doing the biz 
of a year ago, nor for that matter of 
ihe period just prior to the German 
invasion of the Low countries. Food 
and liquor shortages and lack of 
spending money supply the answers 
although just as many clients can 


(Continued on page 47) 


RISDICTION 
IN BENEFITS 
VIA 4A 





Complete control over theatrical 
benefits has been taken out of the 
hands of Theatre Authority and 


will, in future, be administered by a 
committee representing the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of America 
Five-man commiitee, representing 
the various Four A’s 
volved, includes Florence Marston, 
Screen Actors Guild; Paul Dulizell, 
Equity; Jo Tonge, American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists; Blanche 
Witherspoon, American Guild of 
Musical Artists, and Hoyt Haddock 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Resolution calling for the cl 
‘was passed last week by-the Thea- 
tre Authority board, after having 
(Continued on page 44) 


unlons in- 


ange 


WB Helps Evacuate Kids 
Of Its British Employes; 


Guarantees U. §. Home 


London, Aug. 6. 
Considerable publicity and public 
Apprer the wake of 
Harry Warner’s bid te hel. in child 
evacuation from Britain Burbank 
chief cabled recently that his organ- 
through 


ation fiow in 


ization, its personnel, was 


prepared to guarantee accommoda- 
tion to offspring of Warrer staff on 
this side. 

Funds for the youngsters’ educa- 
tion and care, plus the necessary 
financial assurances to the State. 


would be provided by the Hollywood 
crew and guaranteed by .he Warne! 
company. Max Milder, latter’s man- 


ager here, is preparing the ground | 





for those of his staff anxious to de- 
clare their children in cn the War- 
ner chief's offer of a Hollywood 
home. 
RKO SIGNS W.Y. LEGITER 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Joseph Eggenston, Broadway 


player, has been brought here by 
producer-director David Butler for @ 


zole in RKO’s ‘You'll Find Out.’ 
Pair -worked together in the old 
Moreseco stock company here. 


Pix; Closeup on Not So Gay Paree 


and witheut the ‘De- 





7 Barks =- 1 Screen Role 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Lee Millar, radio canine im- 
personator, didn't have to bite 
a dog te break into the news. 
He cut-barked seven of them 
and won a job as a pooch voice 
Metre picture. 


in @ 


Barrymore Wins $175 


Boost in ‘Allewance’; 
Loses It to Kiddies 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
Barrymore's weekly ‘allow- 
war raised from $1,000 
$1.175 a week by Ernest R. Utley, 
referee in bankruptcy, but the extra 
$175 goes to the support of his three 





Je hn 


ance’ 


ecniiaren. 
$50 e week and the rest is turned 
over to Dolores Costello, former 
wife. for the care of his two other 
offspring. 
Under e 
rangement, 


debtor's 
the bankruptcy 


earnings to clear up debts amount- 
ing to $68.021. 
piciure will be $5,000 a week. 


BRITISH FIRM WOULD 
FILM RED CROSS YARN 





London, Aug. 6. 

A report here that British Holly- 
woodites have abandoned production 
of e taleni-pooled briefie, earnings 
from which would go to Red Cross 
Society, has given grounds to an an- 
nouncement from British Interna- 
tional Films that it will produce a 
feature dealing with inception of the 
first aid outfit and in which the so- 
ciety will cooperate as well as re- 
ceive all funds, 

Miles Malleson is scripting the 
yarn; director and casting yet to be 


assigned, 


Rose Cool to O.K. Oleson’s 
Aquacade Bid for H’wood 


Proposition has been made to Billy 
Rose by Otto K. Oleson, Coast light- 
ing tycoon, for presentation of the 


Aquacade in Hollyweod Bowl. Rose 


has requested more particulars on 
the deal from Oleson, but is frigid 
to the ide: Producer maintains a 
inimum of 1,000,000 admissions is 
necessarv ta meet the nut, and said 
ast week that he couldn't see how 
that number could possibly be ob- 
tained cut cf L. A.’s population with- 
out some other more concentrated 
attraction than the film studios te 


bring people from other parts of the 
country. 

Rose declared he }as_ received 
numercus propositions, particularly 
from Atlantic City, Florida and Chi- 
cago, but the latter is the only one 
that appears as a good prospect at 
the moment for an Aquacade. And 
he’s even doubtful, he said, that Chi's 
population is enough to guarantee a 
Building must be put up 
be satisfactory, he 


prent 


from scratch t 


asserted, and the cost is $150,000- 
$200.000 Cheaper version of the 
show could be put on, he admitted, 
but said he feli that it wouldn’t do 
business and would ruin the idea for 
the future 

Aquacade at the N. Y. Fair will 
play to 3,000,000 people this year, 
and at the S. F. Fair te 2,000,000, 
Rose estimated. He declared it is 


currentiv playing to 28% of the front 
gate in N. Y. and 37% in S. F. 


MORRIS’ ENCORE AT PAR 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Wayne Morris, who shifted 
iremount for one job as a footbal! 
in ‘Touchdown,’ remains there 
fiyer in ‘1 Wanted 
will be teamed 
end William Holden 
action filmed on the 
field at San Antonio, 


10 


yell 
chore as a 
Actor 
Milland 
with most of the 
vu, & eir 
Tex. 
Arthur 
and J. Thecdore 


Army 


Hornblow, Jr., produces 
Reed directs. 


to | 


His daughter, Diana, gets | 


‘JOAN BLONDELL 


extension ar- | 
court | 
takes over the rest of Barrymore’s | 


His salary in his next | 


; returns 


!mount film of 


with | 








Meads 











“Star Spangled Seprano” 
Star of “American Jubilee,’ New 
York World's Fair 1846; just com- 
pleted her 121th week— 12 more weeks 
to follow. Closing October 27th. 

Guest Raymond Paige's 
“Musical Now making 
her first records for Red Seal. 


star on 
Americana”. 
Victor 
Concert Management 
Arthur Judson, Inc. 


113 West ith Street New York 








IN AIR SERIES 


Jollywood, Aug. 6. 

Joan Blonde}! will star in ‘I Want 
a Divorce’ when the latter program 
this fall starting Oct. 5 on 
Saturdavs ai 7:30 p.m. _ Si- 
the release of Para- 
same title with Miss 
Dick Powell will serve 
the program, which, 


CBS, 
multaneously 


Blondel! anc 


as a tie-up for 





as before. is cooperatively spon- 
sored across the nation. 

Emil Briscacher, Davis & Staff, | 
San Francisco and Los Angeles | 


agency, produce the program. 
eit oe cae | 
Schipa Furore in B.A. | 


Has Repercussions; | 
‘Aken’ Issue Raised 


| 
Buenes Aires, Aug. 6. | 
Refusal of Tite Schipa to sing at | 


a concert in previncial Entre Rios 

north of here. on Argentina’s Inde- 
pendence Dav has caused a string of 
repercussions ihat may wreck the| 
singer s Soutrk American career. | 
Schipa refused to go ¢ supposedly 
because the house was so small] that 
it could not pev his fee. He denied 

the story. which had a big play in 


the press here 


Coming to Buenos Aires to sing | 
in opera at the municipally owned | 
Colon theatre. he’s szid to have been 

(C< ntinuec cn pz £eE lf } 
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J. J. MURDOCK’S SON 
REPRESENTS “TELETONE’ 


J. J. Muradock’s son, John, has the 
New York-New Jersey territory 
rights on ‘Teletone. the nickle-in- 
the-slot jukebox gadget whereby 
customers phone in their requests 





for platters to 2 broadcast central. 
From there @ s.a.-voiced ‘Betty’ re- 
sponas with the proper request. 

Young Murdock is making tiewps | 
with automatic vendors to place hi: 
Teletone’ into their respective estab- | 
lishments such as icecream parlors, 
pubs taverns, restaurants, daance- 
halls, et« 


Benny Settles With Conn 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 


Jack Benny «and Harry Conn, 
writer, settled their breach-of-con- 
tract suit out of court. Action had 


been holding fire for several months. 


Conn had sued Benny for $40,000, 
charging the comedian with break- 
ing @ 


verbel egreement. 


SIGNE HASSE EN ROUTE 
Aug. 6. 


Holivwood 


Signe Hasse, RKO’s Swedish im- 
pcertation, hus werrived in Kobe, Ja- 
pan, en reute 1c Hollywood tor her 
American screen debut. 


Failure to Prepare Portends Danger 


Of Floppo for American Entertainers 
In South America; Hurok Rated Tops 





Beating the Nazi Ban 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

One of Myron _ Selznick’s 
clients in Paris wanied to get in 
touch with Harry am, the 
agency's London representative, 
but found there was no commu- 
nication between France and 
England. 

So the message was cabled in 
French to the Selznick office 
here and relayed to London. 











She is due here the end of August. 


War Call of Younger 
Musicians Aids Vets’ 


Comeback in Engiand 


London. Aug. 6€. 


With the calling up for various 
forms of service of all those under 
30, orchestras are losing their kev- 
men in Groves. Ambrose has 
six, Joe Loss is minus 
Roy a like number, and likewise Car- 
roll Gibbons. 


This has given musicians of the 


over 30’s a new lease of life. and 2 | 


bald head here and there is 
longer frowned upon. 


ne 





JESSEL WINS COURT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 

George Jessel was awarded & 
cision by Judge Myron Westove 
the suit brought by Eddie Resnick te 


ce- 
I 


a 
st) 


recover $3,600, allegedly due in com- 
missions for setting a personal ap- 
pearance tour. Court ruled that the 


William Morris office had arranged 
and booked the tour and did al] the 
work incidental to the trip, therefore 
was entitled to full commission 


Ruling on $650 paid to Resnick by 
Jessel, claimed by agent to be ¢ 
account, court held that this money 
was to be repaid, and was not tc be 


construed as payment on commissic! 


L.A. to N.Y. 
Lois Andrews, 
Lucille Ball. 
Phil Bake r 
Joan Bennett 
Sam Berkowitz. 
Joe Bernhard. 
John Bowman 
Charles Brackett. 
Gene Buck 
David Buttolph. 


Sam Coslow 
Merian C. Cooper. 
Laraine Day. 

John Fore 

Myron Fox 

Sayde Gale 

Wynne Gibson 
William Gargan 
Leland Hayward. 
Rose Hechi 
George Jesse] 

Dr. and Mrs. Herbert T. Kabmius 


Jatk Kapr 

Noel Langley 
Laudy Lawrence. 
Hal Leroy 

Harry Lubcke 
Al Mannheimer. 
Marty Martyn. 
Arthur Murray 
John McClain 
John G. Paine. 
Jane Pickens 
Lew Raderman 
Louise Rousseau. 
Myron Se 
Arthur 
Al Span 
Laurence 
Tamara. 
Mrs. Ed Sullivan. 
Dorothy Thompson. 
Kathleen Williams. 
Walter Wanger. 


znick, 
Shields 


Siallings. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Annabella. 

Pat Casey. 

Dick Dorrance. 
Lynn Farno] 
Larney Goodkind. 
Betty Hildebrandt. 
Morris Helprin, 
Carol Irwin. 
Arlene Judge. 
Dan Kelley. 
Everett Sloane 


ee ee 


eo | 


Jost | 
five. Harry | 


——___.__.___. 


By RAY JOSEPHS 

Buenos Aires. Aug. € 
A vast, practically untouched field 
for the U. S. entertainment indusiry 
—opera, legit, vaude, concert and 
radio—now being enlarged at ire- 
mendous speed in South America. to- 

day faces a danger of going flopps 
Cut off from Europe, its longtime 
No. 1 source, by the war, this enter- 
tainment-loving continent is turning 
te the States for its talent. But ig- 
noranece of conditions here by Amer- 
icans who should know, failure in 
organization of any sort of concerted 
South American drive by leaders of 
the field in the U. S., and a lack of 
awareness Of important points may 


kill a trend just when it ought ic 
have the most help. 

In the opinion of showmen and 
irained observers in Buenos Aires, 


Jarsest Calmost 3,000,000 population ) 
and richest of South American cit'es, 
U. S. entertainment execs who want 
to cash in on the market south of 
the border must wake up to ceriain 
things: 

1. The big talent sponsors must 
personally look over the field to get 
a real sampling of public taste 

2. They must prepare to sink 4 
little dough into preparation ond ex- 
pect to be paid in currency that 
doesn’t rank as high as the dollar 

3. Some sort of cooperative effort 
that can do for the entertainment biz 
what Pan-American Airways did in 
iis division will have to be worked 
cut if anything resembling a paying 


South American circuit is to be es- 
tablished. 

4. Transportation, still the most 
expensive item both from a mone- 


(Continued on page 18) 


ROBINSONS KI 
TO REVIVE 
~ CIRCUS 


Charleston, V. Wa., Aug. € 

name John Robinson. long 
in American circus hisiery, 
will be seen soon again on billboards 


The 
farnous 


wcvertising a modernized version ef 
ihe old-time circus John Gilvert 
Robinson, Cincinnati attorney and 
grandson of the founder of Robtin- 
son's Circus, one of the pioneers in 


this form of entertainment, has made 
the announcement. 

Robinson and John H. Marks 
of the 


head 
Marks Shows, are completing 
plans to organize a ¢ } 
hich will have its opening 41 
Lynchburg, Va., on Sept. 2 
cus feature will be 
ex-Robinson 
Marks, 


Ircus-Carniy a}, 


The ere 
Trsee 
it? 


built arounc 


elephants now Ww 


Steps Not Stairway, 
Judge Rules, Saving 
Ear! Carroll $10,000 


Los Angeles. Aug. € 

When a customer climbs up oF 
Earl. Carroll's stage to dance she js 
doing it at her own risk, according 
io a decision by Judge C. M. Hanser 
who dismissed an injury 
$10,000, brought in Superior Ceurt 
by Marian Rebney against Carrels 
theatre-restaurant 

Plaintiff charged that Carre) 
negligent in failing to equi 
steps with a hand rail. Court ruled 
ihat the restaurant-to-stage sieps 
| cannot legally be classed as a pubhe 
| slairway, 


suit Icr 


west 
thé 


pe re ee 


AMECHE GOES MEANIE 
FOR ‘WESTERN UNION’ 


Hollywood. Aug. 6 
| Don Ameche loses his smile and 
becomes a baddie for the first time 
in his sereen career in ‘Western 
| Union’ at 20th-Fox. He doesn't even 
| sing ‘Happy Birthday to You. 

| Originally slated to start Aug. 2€, 
| ‘Western’ has been moved buck Ww 
| Sept. 20. 
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CHURCHES IN 








Spiritualist Camp at Lily Dale, NY. 
Talks of Broadcasting From Beyond’ 





Buffalo, Aug. 6. 


Ralph Pressing, press agent of 
world’s largest spiritualist camp at 
Lily Dale, N. Y., wants to put spirit 
yoices en the air, and he ain't fool- 
ing. Project is well into talk stage, 
both on this planet and on the ‘other 
gide 
Pressing, who has installed what 
he 
seance room in his Lily Dale home, 
got idea from recerdings of spirit 
voices taken at English seances. If 
fpirits c can be put on wax, their 
voices will go over mikes, he figures. 
Proposed series of weekly broad- 
casts is intended for network use, 
Pressing explains. To this end he is 
sounding cut sentiment among 
chain-affiliated outlets in Buffalo, 
meanwhile going ahead with plans 
to form a ‘circle’ to call weekly on 
‘the other world.’ 
No elaborate equipment is re- 
uired. Publisher of a spiritualist 
paper, Pressing says broadcasts could 
be dene from an ordinary studio, 
provided it’s darkened and has prop- 
ys acoustical abilities. Circle then 
gould call in voices it wants, 
Talked to Doyle 
For scoffers, he’s obtained disc of 
ir Arthur Conan Doyle’s voice, 
hich he would first play en air, 
yen call in Sir Arthur from ‘other 
ide’ to confirm it. It’s a simple 
rick, Pressing says, with a confident 
smile. Claims to have talked the 
(Continued on page 11) 








i wood Plays at Legit 
For British Relief; It’s 
Not Art, But Profitable 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Group of English-accented screen 
folks played theatre last night (Mon- 
day) at El Capitan, Hollywood, pre- 
senting Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight at 
8:30’ for British relief fund, although 


ae 


believes is first air-conditioned | 


+ _—————-- + 





England’s Song Slants 
England's vagaries on pop 
music phraseology, etc., have al- 


ways been curious to Americans. 
Such as ‘Bless Me,’ as a switch 
on ‘So Help Me,’ latter being 
considered blasphemous in 
Britain. The war mood is an- 
ther manifestation. 


‘Old Dutch Garden’ was 
kayoed by the Lowlands’ blitz, 
what with Queen Wilhelmina 
seeking refuge in London, and 
where for a time “‘There’s a Boy 
Coming Home on Leave’ was a 
properly sentimental thought, as 
soon as all military leaves were 
cancelled, that kayoed that too. 











| Price is really 


| be a book story. 


‘Hellz’ Intact 


For Levey-U's 


oo ——~ 


Holiywood, Aug. 6. 
‘Hellzapoppin’, the Olsen and 
Johnson stage delirium, will be 
wrapped up in a film package with 
the original New York cast by Jules 
Levey’s Mayfair Productions next 
spring 


Picture is for Universal remase. 


i business on 


1 S-REELERS 
1ST YEAR'S SKED 


Talkers and Equipment— 
1,000 Ex-Preachers 
rolled to Sell to 100,000 
Churches in U.S. 


WEBB PRODUCES 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
are going into the film 
a nationwide 


Churches 


result of a deal 
Charles Anson Bond, millionaire 
clothier, and Harry Webb, prexy of 
Metropolitan Pictures, Inc. Contract 
calls for Webb to produce 50 three- 
reel Biblical subjects 


Plays under 
after three years’ preparation dur- 
(Continues on page | 45) 


Edgar Bergen to Tease 
Public in a Serial-Form 
Plot Trick for the Fall 





Chiefly for the Title 

P ayment of $200,000 is a record fig. | 
ure for a revue, since little or none 
of the stage material will be used. | 
for the title, as when | 
is filmed it will 


version 


the picture 


Johnson are prime | 
and the Shuberts 


and 
‘Hellz,’ 


Olsen 
owners of 


jat the factory 


lair 
| . 
ithe program resumes in September. | 


‘Mas nphis, Aug. 8 
ees in the 
plane purchased 


Edgar 


through 
St mcan 


in Nashville, 
led that 


new 


Flying 


4hewnn snlara 
Lik Tem piare 


Bergen revea 


— 





PIA FIELD 





Bond, Clothing Tycoon,' 
Sponsors Plan to Distribute 
Hollywood-Made Religious. 


En- | | 


scale as! 
signed here by} 


SAG Blasts D.A. 


! 


in Cinecolor | 
every year for five years, to be dis- | 
tributed among churches of all de-| 


. ° nominations. 
Bond, former mayor of Columbus, 
YSion °.. has incorporated Biblical Photo | 


the laws of Maryland | 





Rep. Lambertson Asks TAC Several 
Pertinent Questions, But Gets Brushoff 


. 





Lost in Radio City 


Reports that six persons had 
died of exhaustion after being 


lost for three weeks in the 
labyrinthian concourses under 
Radio City, N. Y., were denied 


this week by Rockefeller Center 
officials. Nevertheless, they have 
issued a regular road map of the 
under-the-street catacombs. 

Upon being asked how to get 
somewhere, R. C. guides now 
take a copy of the map from 
their dispatch cases and mark 
the route for the questioner in 
blue pencil, like gas station at- 
tendants, 








Fitts for Red’ 
Subpoenas to 6 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Action of L. A. district attorney 


| Buron Fitts in subpoenaing six mem- 


| 


Charlie Me-} 


Carthy’s adventures will take to the | 


in semi-serial story form when 


Present completeness of each 
broadcast in itself will be eliminated. 


|«(Harry Kaufman), who present the|In its stead, Charlie will be left 

. : l hang re at the en xf the show 
(Continued on page 38) | hanging fire at the end of the sho 

leach Sunday night as bait for the 


histrionics might have hit a loftier | 


level had Thesps been facing a Capra 
er Goulding to shout an occasional 
‘camera or ‘cut,’ thus putting them 
in more familiar atmosphere, they 
id have fun while capacity house 
made up of their pals gots 
money’s worth and mob of 4,000 
gawkers lining Hollywood bowl col- 
lected hundreds of autographs. 
DY 


Little was centributed to art 
opening performances of three-week 


run, but coffers of fund bulged when 
S.R.O. sign went up. 

Best performances were by Gladys 
Cooper, Muriel Hutchinson and Basil 
Rathbone in ‘The Astonished Heart.’ 
Presence of some humorous sou] like 
John Barrymore with a bit of ad 
libbing would have enlivened Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr.-Constance Bennett 
high-jinks in ‘We Were Dancing,’ 
but there was no Barrymore. Reg- 
inald Gardiner and Binnie Barnes 
high-lighted ‘Red Peppers.’ 


M-G, 20TH BARRED 





' 


its | 


FROM NAZI NATIONS 


Metro and 20th-Fox were official- 
ly notified by the German govern- 
ment this week that they 
barred from distributing pictures in 
Nazi-controlled countries. 

As a result of the Nazi ban on 
20th-Fox doing business in Ger- 
many, Norway, Holland and Czesho- 
Slovakia, it was reported in the trade 
yesierday (Tuesday) that the com- 
pany was considering a large dam- 


were 


age suit against the German govern- 


ment. 


Maestro Dick Powell 


San Diego, Aug. 6. 

Some 2.000 attended Dick Powell's 
maestro debut July 27 at Mission 
Beach ballroom, at the helm of Don 
Ricardo’s orchestra. 

Powell's lack of baton-wielding 
ability was noticeable but was coun- 
teracted, in part, by his vocalizing. 
He is originally a picture house m.c. 





RED CROSS P.A. UNITS 
WAIT DRIVE RESULTS 


Hollywood, Aug, 6. 


Plan to send out Hollywood units 
on personal appearance tours for the 
Red Cross fund is being held back 
while the executive committee awails 
full reports from all studios 


was projected 
the local 
required 


The p.a. tour idea 
as a possible aid in case 
drive fell short of the 


amount Returns are still coming 
from the various studios and affili- 


ated money-raising drives 


Andrews Sisters May 
Encore in 2d U Pic 


Andi Sisters, who recently 
completed work I ‘Argentine 
Nights f I l. are negotiating 
with the studio another film 
Deal s.aiSO D ng Tt ea for their 
appearance regu ( the Bob 
Hope radio iow ft Pepsodent in 


the fal! 
Sisters are currently doing theatre 
ht t around New 


and one 





|listeners to chew upon all week un- 
| til suspense lifts momentarily the 


| followi ng Sabbath 


Ber gen said he hadn’t determined 
_ strong he should go on this 
pter play idea for radio’s No. 1 

| brat. but that he will definitely give 
\it a whirl. Also he expects to have 


in the setup. 
McCarthy 
yrs, not 


characters 
friends for 
be live 


several new 
including 

Mebbe they’ll 
dummies, 


girl 
act 


Says he 


| Star discovered a 12-year-old gal 
ventriloquist in Nashville and invited 
her to have a Hollywood visit and 
whirl at pictures. Thinks she really 
has the makings 
Accompanied by Al Lary, his in- 
structor, Bergen flew his new ship 
| back to California, Is taking a keen 
l interest in aviation, having just set up 


Foundation loan funds 
get chance 


| Edgar Bergen 
|for promising aviators to 
at training 


GUS MEINS SUICIDES: 
FRED MaclSAAC DITTO 


Hol 0 Al 6 
Cor yner'’s inqgut LO > aea of 
Gustave Mein: 45 Republic pro 
| ducer-directol day (5) con- 
cluded that it resulted from h ow! 
hand Meins’ body was found Sun- 
day (4) in his cai underbrus! 





York, prior to an engagement at the near La Crescenta. ending a search 

Paramount, N. Y., in about three ‘eet hed been underway since his 

weeks disappearance following release on 

: $5,000 bail after arrest on morals 
charges. 

Kath Locke to Coast Meins’ last picture was Republic’s 
‘Scatterbrain.”’ He is survived by his 
| widow and son 

Katherine Locke, who played MaclIsaac a Suicide 
femme lead in ‘The Fifth Column’ Fred J. Maclsaac. 54. author and 
on Broadway last season, will leave | former New York dramatic critic, 
for the Coast in about two weeks to | ended his life with a bullet yester- 
ioin her husband, Morris Helprin, 
production assistant to Alexander 
Korda. 
Miss Locke will look into picture 
possibilities while on the Coast if 
her current gander at legit scripts 


roves unfruitful 


foi fail | & 


mrt 


day (Mon.) in his Hollywood home 
Financial worries and ill health are 


said to have prompted the a 
MaclIsaacs was born in Cambridge 
Mass. M iny of } is western an 1 a le 


venture yarns found their way to 


the screen 


bers of the film colony in the county”% 
grand jury’s investigation 


| munist murders drew a fiery resolu- 
tion from the Screen Actors Guild 
| board of directors last night (Mon- 


day). Summoned to testify as to 
‘red’ activities in Southern Cali- 
fornia were Herbert Biberman, film 
and stage director; his wife, Gale 
| Sondergaard, actress; Lionel Stander, 
comedian; Clifford Odetts, writer 
and Samuel Ornitz, writer, and his 
wife, Sadie Ornitz. 

SAG board condemned Fitts’ move 


| as 
| two thespians, 


‘unjust’ insofar as it applies to 
pointing out that 
tors are the first group to aid when 
patriotic drives are made. ‘We be- 
lieve that to malign actors generally 
under circumstances such as present 
one, is unwarranted and un-Ameri- 
can,’ read the resolution in part. 


ac- 


20TH ‘FOLIES’ REMAKE 
GETS S.A. BACKGROUND | 


Hollywood, Aug. 6 
3ergere’ gets a new title 
and a new home in its remake 
at 20th-Fox. New n 
From Manhattan,’ and new 


*‘Folies 


ame Is ° 


locale 


Rio de Janeiro instead of Par Pic 
ture was first made in 1935 Shift 
gives the studio two South Ameri 
can musicals. The othe Down 
Argentine Way,’ soon to be released 

‘Folies Bergere,’ first filmed by 
Darryl Zanuck five years ago, will 
have Maurice Chevalier, Merle Obe 
ron and Ann Sothern in the top 
spots. It was Chevalier’s last pic 
ture in this country. 

Slating of ‘Folies’ makes four mu- 
sicals on this year's Westwood pro- 
sram, the two others being ‘Tin Pa 


and ‘Say Ht With Mu 


Lupe Likes ‘DuBarry’, 
But Only for Road 


The probability is that Lupe Velez 
will succeed Ethel Merman in ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady,’ at the 46th 
Street, New York, but the deal is 
pending because of certain detail 
not agreed ™ on. Buddy DeS ylva 
wants the little Mexican to enter the 
cast prior to the road tour, due to 
tart in October. Miss Velez is will- 
ing to step into ‘DuBarry.’ but ha 
so far insisted that her appea 
shall not begin until the o ) 

» the road. 

Miss Merman is du 
town appearance and s listed 
appear in DeSy! V 
‘Panama Hattie,” which goe inte 
rehearsal early in September 

Teers o — ee Cg See 
e 


of Com- 





Theatre Arts Committee, though it 
avers the organization is principally 
concerned with the welfare of its 
members and denies being Com- 
munistic, appears to be loath to re- 
veab the identities of TAC officers. 
When the controversy over the Fin- 
land benefit performances arose 
some months ago, Equity requested 
TAC to name its actual leaders, with- 
out result. Congressman W. P 
Lambertson, who looks askance at 
TAC for indicated radical litera- 
ture, wrote two letters to the group 
seeking the same information, but 
failed to obtain the names. 


Only individual known to be an 
officer is Adelaide Bean, executive 
secretary, .who signs communica- 
tions. Letter head does not name 
the other officers. Names of players 
who appeared in TAC revues at the 
American Music Hall, former church 
on the East Side and at Manhattan 
Center, furnish clues as to who are 
most active in TAC affairs. 





Lambertson Asks Variety 

Washington, Aug. 2 
Editor, Variety: 

I have been endeavoring, without 
success so far, to secure from the 
Theatet Arts Committee the follow- 
ing information: 

Names and addresses of present 
officers, 

Names and addresses of governing 
council members. 

Names and addresses of members. 

I am writing you as the foremost 
theatrical journal in the hope that 

(Continued on page 44) 





Colonna in Markey’s Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 6 

Jerry Colonna has been signed by 
Gene Markey for the comedy spot 
in ‘You're the One,’ which marks 
Markey’s debut as an indie producer 
He will also continue with the Bob 
Hope air show. 

Picture will feature Orrin Tuclk- 
er’s orchestra and Bonnie Baker, re- 
leased through Paramount. 
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Census Bureau Population Figures 


Significant for Show Biz; Houston 
And Denver Displace J. C., Portland 


Washington, Aug. 6. 

Census Bureau has released popu- 
lation figures for the ‘25 biggest’ | 
American cities in the new 1940) 
count—a compilation of significant | 
interest to the film industry, the 
revenues of which are predicated | 
upon mass appeal. Statisticians soon | 
will complete the collating of com- | 
parative figures, showing industry | 
strength and growth in ratio to num- | 
bers of inhabitants. 

On the whole, the new list of ‘big- 
gest’ contains the same cities as in 
1930 (previous census date), ~— 13 | 
of the 25 have different ranks. 
new centers, also, are added. Hous. | 
ton and Denver make the listing for | 
the first time, displacing Jersey City 
and Portland, Ore. 

One of the interesting angles from 
the film viewpoint is that suburban 
areas adjacent to the larger cities 
increased materially in population, | 
at the expense of dwellers within 
city geographical limits. Eight of | 
the big cities showed losses, although 
surrounding areas improved—a defi- 





Burbank Optimism 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Jane Bryan is still being held 
on the contract list at Warners 
although she abandoned the pic- 
tures forever—so she said— 
when she walked out and got 
married nearly a year ago. 

Studio exercised its latest op- 
tion on her pact—just in case. 


> Ist ‘Dual’ Theatre 
Under One Roof 
At Alhambra, Cal. 











: é al., my 
nite trend towards more and bigger Alhambra, Ca : Aug ie 
suburban subsequent run houses for! James Edwards, partner wi 
film market development within the Principal Theatres (Mike Rosen- 


next few years. Difficulties of auto- berg), 
mobile parking in downtown sections ‘annex’ theatre ever to be con- 
of the larger cities, and the fact that | ‘structed in this country. House, 
department stores are increasing the | which is in reality an addition to the 
number of their suburban branches, | Ajnhambra theatre, will be ready the 
thus changing the shopping areas, are jatter part of this month and will, 
contributing factors to the indication for the first time, make it possible 
that motion picture theatres of the for patrons to move from one audi- 
future are not so likely to be built |torium to another to see the finish of 
in congested commercial areas, but} g picture which has been on the 
rather in the residential sections screen when they first enter theatre. 


where land values and taxes are) 4 nex will have a seating capacity 


much lower. ; ‘of around 400, and Edwards’ plan is 
The 1940 count and ratings of the 1, move pictures direct from screen 


top cities follow: lof the Alhambra to the annex screen 


is rushing completion of first 











1940 1930 

Kank City Henk 1940 Pop. 1930 Pop. | for a continued showing. There will 
1 New York....... 1 7,380,259 6,930,446 |} be but one entrance and boxoffice, 
5 ehinedetehin’ 7. ; a foe ote but two screens and _ projection | 
4 Detroit ee # «1,618,549 1,568,662 | @équipments, divided by a partition 
5 Los Angeles..... 5 1,496,792 1,258,048 ‘ 

al 2 lta 4 878 385 900,429 between main theatre and annex, all | 
7 Baltimore ...... 8 854,144 804,874 | under one roof, 

8 St. Lowis. ...cece 5 j 815,748 821,960 | 

9 Boston ...cecce- 769,520 781,188 | 

10 Pittsburgh ......10 665.384 669,817 | ‘ 7 
1t Washington — 663,153 486,869 YD DS HOWARDS, 
12 San Francisco... .11 629,553 pny ae | 

13 Milwaukee ,.... 2 589,558 

34 TRTBRS 2c cece. 13 575,150 Br x 07 8 | 

15 New Orleans....16 492,282 458, 762 

16 Minneapolis .....15 489,976 484,351 

17 Cincinnati ...... Ww 452,852 451,160 | 

18 Newark ..-coce- 18 428, 226 

19 Kapsas City.....19 400,175 Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
29 Indianapolis ....21 386,170 

2t Houston ........26 386,150 Frank Lloyd and Jack Skirball 
Be RS 366,847 : 

23 Rochester ......22 324,694 228,122 

24 Louisville ......24 318,713 207.745 | General Service to Universal, where 
TE POGOE cscs vcs 29 318,415 287,861 | 


Frem Pix Viewpoint 

From the film industry viewpoint, 
most important factor . concerned | 
with the larger centers of population | 
is the first-run theatre situation in 
the various centers. Data recently 
assembled by the Department of Jus- 
tice as an exhibit in the Government 
anti-trust suit against the eight 
major film companies contained de- 
tails of the ownership, operation and | 
pooling arrangements of the first- 
runs in all the key cities, of which 
only a few are omitted from the cen- | 
sus ‘25-biggest’ list. 

Excluding the unlisted cities, the 
five theatre-owning major film com- 
panies control 126 first-run theatres 
in the 25 biggest cities, while there 
are only 37 independently owned and 
operated first-runs in 19, and none in 


recently finished editing and scoring 
| ‘The agen of Virginia’ for Co- 
lumbia releas 


Skirball 
Lloyd takes a six-week vacation be- 
fore 
‘The Lady From Cheyenne,’ first pic- 
ture under the U deal. 


Got Told eid Sten 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 


Sten 
charging 


Layoff in the Sun 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Palace Beach, N. Y. 














| Dear Hap: 


I suppose this will find you in front , 


of the Somerset hotel still waiting 





| 
| 


| 


for that disappointment at Loew’s 
State. Don’t forget that I begged 
you to get in the jalopy with me 
and come out here to the land of 
sunshine, but no, you couldn’t see 
same, so have it your way. You 
would have did better to give me 
half of that dough you had at the 


| time instead of playing those buck 
| parlays, 
| Sure 1 know—in front of the Somer- 
| set, as you have no more backbone 


and where did it get you? 


than a piece of string. 
First ii was your dear old mother 
you could not leave so far behind 


and now it is that manicurist; so with 


| 


| one thing and another you are a 
| anchor and you know where a 
anchor finds itself; well I do, at the 
| bottom of the sea. 

Well, we had a great trip. Sure I 
said we. I picked up a little number 


| outside ‘of Harrisburg that’s a dead 


| 





| 


| 


| 


| 


| Was 


| 
| 


times. 


ringer for ‘Red’, the gal what 


| worked in that three-act with us at 


Chambersburg, and she said she was 
going to Pittsburgh to work in the 
steel mills, but when I told her who 
I was and where I was headed for 
stardom she said she was really goe- 


| ing to Bakersfield to pick lemons, so 


I says, ‘Well honey, you picked one 
already,’ and she roared at that one 
and I have had her in stitches ever 
since. 

This would be a great spot for you, 
as they are using all the blackface 
guys in westerns, and who do you 
think same are? No one but Al Her- 
man and Lasses White and Britt 
Wood, so you see they is a chance 
for me also, although at present I am 
a stand-in for a swell headed ex- 
stock player who don't know what 
time it is grabbing hisself 1,500 tears 
a week and me tipping him off most 
of the time for my $7.50 and over- 
Just like a brick layer. 

I wishted I was way down south 
in Dixie when I was in that unit, 
and boy would the old grouch-bag 
| Sroan! 

I have a apartment with a fridgi- 
| taire and a bunk that falls out of a 
| door that sags in the middle like the 
| picture we are making at No-Art. 

Gastronomic Chisel 


Done good the first few weeks I 
here as some of the acts I 


| worked with on the Loew time has 


| restaurants and I drops around just 


they will be occupied for two years | 
|}on a three-pictures-a-year deal. They | 
| musta changed in the 
| as nobody 


|moved their production staff from|to say hello for old time's sake 


|} around dinner time. I ate at Dave 
Chasen’s for a week as Dave and I 
is old buddies since Joe Cook. I sure 
last five years 
seems to know me, or else 


| they need glasses, as I had to go up 


assumes command while} 


starting preparation work on} 


Sues REP for $4,500. 


Suit for $4,500 was filed by Anna 
against Republic Productions, | 
breach of contract involv- | 


six. By companies, the numbers of ° : : ‘ 
first-runs each controls, either | '™S the picture, “Doctors Don’t Tell. 
through ownership, management; Miss Sten asserts she had a verbal 


contract or pooling arrangement with | pact to 


a competing distributor follow: 


Controlled Leading | for She 


wardrobe fittings. 


Company Ist Runs Cities' Minimum of three weeks’ salary at 
Paramount ......... 20 12 $1,900 per week. 
Warner Bros...... 28 8 —_ 
20th-Fox (Nat'l Thea. 
| 8 Grey’s Hookup 
— SB ccsee soceeces os <1 A. Griffith Grey, brother of D. W. 
N fliliated ny eweees 37 - Griffith, has joined the firm of 
on-affiliated ...... ‘ 9 Pierson & Phillips of Washington, 
In addition to the first-runs, all the which is making and distributing Re- 
affiliated majors are interested, publican emblems in connection with | 


through ownership or operations, in 
scores of subseauent-run theatres. 
Ratios 
Ratio of motion picture theatres to 
population nationally varies greatly 
between industrial and rural sections 
of the country. A recent Census 


the Willkie campaign, He 
tached to the New York office of the 
firm, just opened. 

For many years in show business, 
Grey was for some time in charge | 
of Paramount’s roadshow. depart- 





Bureau pamphlet, listing gross re- | ™°™ Fg also was associated in 
ceipts of film houses, shows that al- Sa 
though only 17% of the total popu- . 
lation resides in cities of 500,000 or 
more inhabitants, the public in there | 
cities pays 34.6% of the total national | GOODKIND WEST 
Larney Goodkind, 


motion picture boxoffice gross. In 
cities from 250,000 to 499,000, repre- 
senting 6.5% of the entire popuir- 
tion, the film boxoffices collect 11.1% 
(Continued on page 10) | 


the Coast 
coniabs 


today (Wednesday ) 
with studio execs. 


He'll be away a week to 10 days. 


is at-| Sammy’s until yesterday when Patty 


| her a play, 
play the femme lead, but | 
was released after she had reported | 
asks a} 


to a lot of them 
You remember 
didn’t place me. 

Well, I ducked Dave Chasen’s after 
a while as I seen the prices on the 
menu and they is the same as Moore’s 
in New York, acording to Donald 
Kerr, who et there, as I was never 
frequenting the place due to my 
ulcers, etc. 

I goes over to Bob Murphy’s and 
he was glad to see me as they is a 
sign out in front what says ‘Murphy 
Wants to See You’. Well, Murphy 
don’t want to see me anymore, as I 
et there only f.ve times and he cracks 
to me, ‘You know Grace Hayes?’ 
‘Sure,’ I says. ‘Well’, he says, ‘give 
she will be glad to see 
you, as I am running out of corn 
beef.’ So out I goes to see Grace, but 
I has to wait until nine o’clock until 
Grace opens and they is only Charlie 
Foy there, and so has to settle for 
ham and eggs, which same Foysie 
okays me and wises me up what do 


and say, ‘Hello! 
me,’ and still they 


| you want to make such a long trip 


|for out here in the Valley when 
Maxie (Splashies) Rosenboom has a 
swell joint. near where I live, but 
under cover Sammy Lewis really 


|; Owns same and he and Patty Moore 


is a prince, so I have been eating at 


| Moore, Sammy’s ball-and-chain, slips 
|me a fin and wises me up to the 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


i 


| thrifty drugstores, where a man can 
get a meal! for 39c., but good, and 
that’s where I am eating so far. 

I am saving all the dough I make 


and roadshowing with for a front and whilst I am’ doing 


same I am growing a beard as I was 
tipped off about the westerns besides 
Saving on blades. 

I must close now as I have a date 


eastern talent | at Monogram to see a pal about a fin | 
ena story chief for Universal, flies to he borrowed from me on the Wilmer 
for | Vincent time back in '32. 

| 


Your pal, 
Buck. 








Par Still Balks at Consent, 20th Also 
Holding Out; WB, Loew's and RKO 
Agree to Proposals As They Stand 





Neely’s Brushoff 


que 


Out of season repartee con- 
tinues between Representative 
Matthew M. Neely, author of the 
anti-blockbooking bill, and 
Charles C. Pettijohn, general 
counsel for the Hays organiza- 
tion, who led the fight against 
the bill before both Senate and 
House interstate committees. 

Among congratulatory wires 
received by Pettijohn, Jr., fol- 
lowing his marriage last week, 
was one from Rep. Neely. Snap- 
per line was: 

‘You must 
mother.’ 


Dent and Cooper's 


have a_ lovely 














Lincoln, Aug. 6. 

Deal which would have affected an 
armistice between L. L. Dent and 
J. H. Cooper-Parameunt in Lince!n 
and Oklahoma City, after six years 
of battling, fell through this week 
after windup confab in Colorado in 
which Cooper, Dent, Bert Turgeon, 
Joe Philippson and Howard Federer 
participated. Turgecn and Philipp- 
son represent Cooper and Para- 
mount, and Federer is Dent's ally 
here. 

Proposal would have made the Ne- 
braska here property of the Dent 
interests, and in turn, Dent's State, 
in Oklahoma City, would have be- 
come a part of the Cooper cpera- 
tions. Each wouid pay 50-50, but 
have different managements. Share 
in the Nebraska operation was to be 
diverted into providing funds for 
Cooper’s Foundaticen for under-priv- 
ileged children, 

Negotiations started in earnest 
about four months ago, when Dent 
started remodeling the Liberty, mak- 
ing of it an 1,100-seat A-house to 
face Cooper's 1,884 delux r, the 
Stuart. All the while negotiations 
were on, the steady construction 
work continued on the Liberty. 
Now, since the deal has broken up, 
work is being rushed to ready the 
Liberty for opening Sept. 6. 


‘LAND OF LIBERTY’ FILM 
PROFITS TO RED CROSS 


With the film business now prepar- 
ing to revamp ‘Land of Liberty’ to 
make it suitable for general distri- 
bution to theatres, any profit realized 
from distributing will go to the 
American Red Cress fund. Metro is 
to handle actual physical distribu- 
tion. 

‘Land of Liberty’ was compiled 
from historical productions made by 
the industry and readied for showing 
last year at the N. Y. World's Fair. 
It still is being shown this season 
in the Federal Bldg., no admission 
charged at two-a-day showings. 

Representatives of exhibitor asso- 
ciations, theatre circuits and film 
producers and distributors set ten- 
tative plans for the tremendous the- 
atre campaign for the American Red 
Cross at a session held Friday (2) at 





the Hays office. Major L .E. Thomp- 
son, chairman cf the industry com- 
mittee for the drive, outlined the 


main idea for the campaign during 
the annual Red Cross roll call 
starting next Nov. 11. 


Films’ Photo Unit 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Major Nathan Levinson, Warners 
studio sound chief, is lining up a 
commissioned officer personnel of 26 
members for Signal Corps Fhoto- 





graphic Laboratory, GHQ, U. S. A. | 


Reserve. 
in the production of both still and 
motion pictures. 

Photo Lab unit will be called into 
active service only in case of war, 
at which time 304 enlisted men will 
be mustered in. 


Nominees must be skilled | 


Subject to approval by the boards 
of each company, Warner Bros, 
Loew's and RKO have indicated 


| they will go along on the consent 
| decree as it now stands; but, unless 


| cept, 
,no consent, 


20th-Fox and Paramount also BC+ 
it is predicted there will be 
According to a high and 


_ reputable source, there can possibly 
'be no finalization of a consent de- 
/eree unless all of the Big 5 agree to 


it. 

This is highly doubtful at the mo« 
ment, particularly so far as Para- 
mount is concerned. In the event 
Par refuses to agree to the terms of 
the settlement, then under the pre- 
diction made, its action would upset 


| the whole applecart. 


All day Monday (5) and yesterday 


_(Tues.), Paramount and 20th-Fox ex- 
'ecutives were huddling on the ques- 


tion of what to do in view of a plan 


‘under which they were to make an- 


Armistice Pool 


Falls Through 


/ summer 


swer to the Government attorneys 
not earlier than today (Wed.). This 
may mean a final decision, one way 
or another, sometime today (Wed.), 
although high counsel stated the po- 
sition of 20th-Fox and Par may not 
be known until the end of the week 
or later. 

Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th, 
flew into New York Monday (5) and 
immediately went into huddles with 
attorneys representing the company. 
He will remain until a final decision 
has been reached, then return to his 
home in the Thousand 


Islands. WB, Loew’s and RKO had 


| told the U. S. counselors on Friday 


(2) that they would recommend ac- 
cepting the decree to their respec- 
tive boards, 

Kent stated yesterday (Tues.) that 
‘as soon as we make up our minds 
on the consent: decree, we will an- 
nounce it.” This clearly indicates a 
decision had not been reached then, 

Twentieth-Fox may come along 
but Paramount is regarded as some- 
what dubious right now, especially 
in view of the terrific opposition of 
its own theatre department as well 
as its many operating partners. It 
is in a far different position than 

(Coritinued on page 18) 


LINDA WARE’S UNCLE 
AWARDED HER CUSTODY 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 

A writ of habeas corpus «drought 
by George Stillwagon to obtain 
custody of his daughter, 15-year-old 
Linda Ware of the films, was dis- 
missed Saturday (3) by Judge Frank 
Day Smith, of Circuit Court. The 
dismissal was on a technicality, the 
result of invalid service of the writ. 
Judge Day in an opinion said that 
for eight years Stillwagon was satis- 
fied with the care his. brother, 
Arthur Stillwagon, gave Linda and 
in that time made no effort to regain 
custody of the child. Therefore he is 
not now entitled to her custody. 

Linda arrived in Detroit June 1 to 
appear at the Michigan Dairy Food 
Producers Assn.’s National Dairy 
Week banquet. The writ was served 
on Carl H. Chapman, publicity di- 
rector for the association. It was re- 
turnable June. 3, but she returned to 
Hollywood next day. 

At the hearing of the writ Chap- 
man contended that he had nothing 
to do with Linda’s custody. Judge 
Smith, finding Chapman, did not 
have legal custody of Linda at any 
time, upheld his argument 

Chapman also pointed out that the 
writ could have been served on 
Linda’s guardians, Arthur and Anna 
Stillwagon, who were in Flint, Mich., 
at the time. 

Judge Day, in handing down his 
decision, said: ‘It is a strange pro- 
ceeding for a father to permit his 
child to remain in the eustody of her 
uncle and aunt for eight years, ap- 








; parently satisfied with the care and 
| training she is being given, and then 
| suddenly to want her back, 


‘I believe that it is to the best 
interests of the child that she re- 


| main with her uncle and aunt.’ 


| 
| 
| 





WB Starring Lupino 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Ida Lupino moves into the star 
class in ‘Hard Luck Dame,’ to be 
produced by Warners following her 
current featured role in ‘High Sierra.’ 
Raoul Walsh directs both ‘Sierra’ 


‘and ‘Dame.’ 
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Exhibs Put Bigger B.0. Burden 
Right Back in Producers’ Laps 





Minneapolis, Aug. 6 


+> 


| 


Expected curtailment of weekly | 


changes by independent neighbor- 
hood exhibitors here hasn’t material- 
ized. Practically all the houses are 
making the same number as ever. 

On their part, exhibs claim that 
films won't hold up at the boxoffice 
any longer than the two or three | 
days originally assigned. Extended 
playing time is profitable only on 
rare occasions, it’s declared. 

Exhibs are complaining that ‘box- 
office pictures’ have been all too in- 
frequent. Product, on the whole, 
isn’t strong enough to pull important 
business, the exhibs say. 

If preducers 
from the domestic market to offset 
the losses sustained because of the 
foreign markets’ elimination they'll 
have to turn out more and better 
pictures, the exhibs assert. Better 


want larger yields | 


showmanship and harder work on | 


the exhibs’ part are not the solution, 
according to these exhibs. 





Execs Leave Fine Arts 
To Launch Own Indie 


| 





Berman’ s M-G Chore 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


Pandro Berman has been assigned | 
to Get! 
Robert | 
| Ardrey’s stage play of three seasons | 


| by Metro to produce ‘How 
Tough About It,’ based on 


| ago, bought last year. 


John Higgins is scripting. Ardrey 


is now under contract at RKO. 





UPS ADMISSION 


FOR ‘BRIGHAM 
FIRST RUNS 


20th-Fex’'s 
‘Brigham 


Admission for 


high-budget 


prices 
picture, 


| Young,’ will be raised 25% for mati- 


| . 
j}nees and 33% at 


Outfit; Warner Ailing 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


Fine Arts Pictures organization 
has been reduced to a skeleton staff 
while prexy Franklyn Warner is in 


the hospital recuperating from an 
appendectomy J. Samuel Berko- 
witz, v.p. and executive manager, 
and ‘Doc’ Merman, production man- 
ager, have joined the newly incor- 
porated Forum Films, and Dick 
Pearl, studio manager, is interested 


in a new company to produce west- 
erns. Employes have been placed 
on a day-to-day basis. Future of the 
company will be decided by Warner 
when he emerges from the hospital. 
Berkowitz is president and general 
manager of the new Forum outfit; 
Merman is production manager; 
Jesse J. Gilbert (Jesse J. Goldberg), 
v.p. and associate producer; Samuel 
Nathanson, v.p. and general sales 
manager: Louis Rutstein, treasurer 
and chairman of the board, and John 
Fisher, secretary and comptroller 
Company plans to produce educa- 


tional films in color for release in 
schools and churches. There are 
15.020 schools and 3,000 churches in 
the U.S. equipped for talker projec- 
tion 
Edwards Shifts 
S01 Edwards, sales manager of 


Franklyn Warner's Fine Arts Pro- 
ducing & Distributing Corp., has re- 


signed to take a similar post with 
Film Alliance, formed about a year 
azo by Harry Brandt, Nat Wachs 
berger and the Trans-Lux Corp. to 
distribute foreign pix in this coun- 
try 


Edwards was with Fine Arts from 
the time of its organization last Jan 


$3 until July 31 and set up a com- 
plete states-rights exchange system 
for it. Warner was supposed to turn 


has 
has 


ut product for the outfit, but 
made nothing to date. Fine Arts 


existed on seven old features Wa 
ner made and salvaged from GN 
when that company went bankrupt 
in December 

At Film Alliance Edwards takes 
Over the job held by Norman Elson, 
who, in the future, will handle the 
western territory only. Latter has 


announced 25 Bnglish-made pictures 
for 1940-41. five being shipped to 
exchanges this week. 





Leshin Quits Par Job, 


Turns Indie Producer 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Emanuel (Ed) Leshin has resigned 
a3 assistant production manager at 
Parzmount to organize his own pro- 
ducing setup. He has been with Par 
On and off since 1926. 

Leshin has acquired several story 
Properties and has been assured a 
major release if he lines up some 
tup personalities to head his casts. 


j 


night in all first-run 
theatres. Increase was announced 
by Herman Wobber after completing 
arrangements for the four-theatre 
world preem Aug. 23 in Salt Lake 
City. 

Picture will be wunveiied simul- 
taneously at the Centre, Paramount, 
Utah and Capitol, providing 6.000 
seats at $2.50. The film inte 
national release the next day at the 
upped prices 

Sales policy 
following 
Schenck 


goes 


was set by Wobber. 
confabs with Joseph M. 


Also 

First of pre-release engagements at 
increased admission ‘Boom 
Town,’ a 1940-41 picture, begin to- 
morrow (Thurs.) Metro is 
30°. increases over the set scale but 
with a stop at 75c in any case where 
such a percentage of increase goes 
above that figure. Initial dates at 
the upped admish include Atlantic 
City, Tulsa. Los Angeles, Harris- 
burg, Asbury Park, N. J., Lexington, 


‘Boom Town’ 


prices on 


setting 
getungs 


Ky., New leans, Saratoga Springs, 
Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Lake Placid, 
Glens Falls and Oklahoma City 

| Special exploitation men Nnave 
been assigned by Bill Ferguson to 
handle the increased admish pre- 


release playdates 
20th Execs’ Huddle 
Hollywood, Aug. 6 
Charles Mc- 
Bush got here 
20tt -Fox 


Herman Wobber. 
Carthy Rodney 
last week for « 
Coast execs on 
paigns for ‘Brigham Young,’ 
Profile” ‘Return of Frank James 
Down Argeniine Way.’ 


+;7 = 
Huddies will continue until Fri 


and 
onfabs with 
bally and sales cam- 
‘Great 


and 


lav (9). when Wobber will start a 
wing 
Bush 


Cal thy 


E. W. HAMMONS PLANS 
PRODUCTION ANEW 


and 


Mc- 


around the exchanges 
heads back to New York 
flew back Monday (5) 


Educational a ( r 
turned Monday (5) to New York 
from two weeks on the Coas vnere 
he said he had been laying pla )} 
entering productior He is figurin 
on a series of three pictures and Na 
a writer cul ently at work oO the 
cript of the first. He also confabbed 
| with possible directors 
Hammons declared he has made 
no overtures yet for distribution of 


He'll return to the Coas 


weeks 


the films. 
in about four 


DIETZ WEST AGAIN 
Hollywood, Aug 6 


Howard Dietz arrived from New 
York over the weekend to resume 
studio hvddles on campaigns for 
Metro product. 

Ad-blurb chief will remain until 
early September, when he returns 
| east. 


ee Fra e 


PROPOSE CENTL CHECKING 


+ 





BUREAU SETUP Dissolution of $-1 and Probable 
Alignment of Dave Selznick In 
DUA ORaTTRG New Financial Setup In the Wind 





‘Central Office to Keep Tabs 
on % for All Distributors 
—Meantime Warners Re- 
turns to Ross Federal 
Service 


—_—— 


GYP ON THE RISE ? 


A central checking bureau. under 
selves and set up for the exclusive 
purpose of checking percentage en- 
gagements of pictures, is reported 
under consideration. Whether such 
a proposal may get anywhere cannot 
be said in the absence of details con- 
| cerning reports but idea appears to 
be to organize along the lines of the 
Central Casting Corp. or the Copy- 
right Protection Bureau. 

Central Casting was 
the producers for the handling of 
extras exclusively for film, while the 
CPB operates as an adjunct of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America in connection 
with violation of copyright. bicycling 
of film, and related matters. 


the control of the distributors them- |! 


RE-MAKES AND 


devised by 


Coincident with word that an 
industry-operated bureau for the 
checking of percentage dates was in 
the wind, Warner Bros., has re- | 
turned to Ross Federal Service. The | 
latter organization, which was set 


up more than 
gypping unde 


10 years ago when 
r percentage by the ex- 
became prevalent, resumed 


Be thn od mee 
—— 


checking for Warners Monday (5). 
It checks for all other majors ex- 
cepting Metro, which has its own 


field force on the job. 

WB and Metro were originally 
with Ross but pulled away in favor 
of maintaining their own checking 


and crews. The Ross company was 
organized by Harry Ross, for years 
a distribution executive for Para- 


mount, solely for the purpose of pro- 


viding a checking service for pic- 
ure companies, Since then, how- 
ever, it has branched out, one of its 


principal fields being marketing re- 


search. It also checks’ sporting 
events. 

At Ross Federal, which might 
stand to face a blow in the event the 
distribs set up their own checking | 
bureau, no word was known con- 


It was said that 
percentage oacio gh 


cerning such plans. 
checking on 


fluctuates so much that it would be 
iecessary to go through a lot of 
books in order to determine whether 
the distributors had been checking 
fewer playdates or not during the 
past year. Admitted, however, that 
in view of economies the picture 
companies have been trying to ef- 


fect. they have probably gone down 


the line through checking 
WB Move for Economy 
At Warners it was said that re- 
umption of checking by Ross, wash- 
ng up their own forces on that 
rk. was partly with a view to 
economy. It was indicated, however 
that by doing its own checking fo! 
a nber of years. much valuable 
exnoe! ance concerning the pi yhlien 
attained As here and in 
( companies checking the 
, cannot e lep 
( f ¢ } est gross F ‘Y " 
egi é isa oueg p! ) Wa 
€ f out that its ec} 
r ft offered b 1 
) f I S ietin it , 
am 
H eds of trick } d by 
t hib eking to cheat the distrib 
on latter’s share in percentage en- 
gacements. A favorite stunt is tak- 
ing the checker to dinner or out for 
some drinks and switch ticket rolls 
while he’s away. An_ indus'ry 


the 
that 


familiar with 
vouchsafed 


, spokesman, very 
checking situation, 


there would always be a certain 
amount of chiseling and. fixing by 
exhibs who are net always on the 
square. 

During the past year or two, due 
to the cost of checking, distributors 
have relaxed considerably and, it is 


believed. haven’t been keeping as 
(Continued on page 13) 


j routine labor 





Fineman Back at M-G 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
B. P. Fineman has joined Metro as 
a producer. He was last with the 
studio seven years ago. 


Since then he has been with Para- | 
mount and RKO. 





REISSUES ‘B.0. 
POISON 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. 

Exhibitors here want producers to 
put the clainps down on re-makes 
and they're going to serve notice to 
that effect on Hollywood. Most of 
which are becoming 
frequent, been 
poison,’ the 


the re-makes, 


have 
according to 


increasingly 
‘boxoffice 


exhibs. Once in a while there’s an 
exception, like ‘New Moon,” for ex- 
ample, but for the most part the re- 


it’s declared. 
Reissues also are in disfavor with 
the exhibs. Like the re-makes, they 
haven't been delivering lately, ac- 
the theatre owners. The 
change has occurred during the past 


makes die miserably, 


‘ording to 


year, jt seems Prior to that, an 
occasional reissue would click in a 
big way. But, say the exhibs, the | 


distributors killed the goose that 
laid the golden egg by coming along 
with too many of them and the pub- 
lic became soured 


Griffith Quits 20th 
Production Berth As 
Robert Kane Moves In 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Shift in the associate producer 
setup at 20th-Fox moves Raymond 


Griffith out and Robert Kane in. 
held the berth for 
five years, checked out for a New 
York vacation. leaving his last as- 
ignment, ‘The Californian,’ to be fin- 


Griffith, who had 


+ a 


probably mean the end of Selznick- 
International Pictures were made at 
‘an all-day meeting of the board of 
|directors in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday ). Blanket of secrecy 
,thrown over the confab and efforts 
}of David O. Selznick to evade re- 
porters’ questions strengthened the 
belief in many quarters that the long 
;contemplated step was officially 
itaken. Selznick, it is understood, 
will obtain financing under a new 
setup in which John Hay (Jock) 
Whitney will take no part 

Attending the session to decide on 
he future of the company were 
| Whitney, who presided; Selznick; 
|his brother, Myron: Lloyd Wright 
}and Robert Lehman. After the 
 Geclslen all refused to discuss what 


| , 4 , 
| Far-reaching decisions that will 


ae 


had been made. Selz- 
| nick sent out a statement to waiting 
| reporters that it was merely a ‘rou- 
jtine’ meeting, refusing to answer 
| questions beyond that, although after 
|such confabs usually he is available 
to the press. 

Further hint that the session was 
of more than routine nature was its 
length and an indication given by 
Myron Selznick during a halt for 
luncheon. Myron. who had flown in 


decisions 


from the Coast for the confab, ad- 
mitted important findings were in 


the works, but said he would prefer 
to have David answer all queries as 
to what they were 

| Ever since he wound up 
and came east 
ago, Selznick 


‘Rebecca’ 
three months 
been gcing over 
taxation and other financial 
matt leading up to yesterday’s 
board meeting. It was evident from 
the first that he had no immediate 
plans for production and was merely 


some 
has 
figures 


ers 


Stalling while the foreign situation 
simmered and the principal stock- 
holders, including Whitney, financial 
angel of the outfit, made up their 
i|minds as to what to do. 

| With two highly successful pice 
|tures in one year, ‘Gone with the 
| Wind’ and ‘Rebecca,’ taxation was 


| one of the prime problems faced by 
the company and.its owners. It is 
| at least, partially, in an effort to get 
|}around this, that any steps toward 
dissolution will be taken 

No. 2 reason for abandonment of 


| S-I, it is understood, is a feeling by 
Whitney that now is the time to get 
|out, Company has been in business 
for five years First four cf those 
saw nothing better than an even 
break on investments, and in some 
cases a dead loss. There were suc- 
cessful pictures, but overhead was 
so high it ate inte the profit. Fifth 
year, however, was the big coin pro- 
ducer, putting Whitney and the 
others ahead of the game. Whitney's 

jea now, it is believed. is that he’s 


had enough and he'll quit while he 
in the lead. In Selznick 
is now in a obtain 


having 


addition, 
soft position to 


ther financing, no longer 


r 


any need of Whitney 


ished under the personal supervision 
of Darryl F. Zanuck 
Kane, formerly in charge of 20th 

production in England, assumed pro- 

ducership of the Jane Withers pic- 

ture, ‘A Very Young Lady.’ He has 

been in Hollywood since the wat 

lowed picture making in London 

5 ral ths ago | 


PETTIJOHN’S HUDDLE 
ON COAST WITH HAYS 


™ Pettiiohn. chief counsel 
he Motion Picture Producers & 
Di t ed for the Coa 


Friday (2) ostensibly for a vacation 
However, several huddies with Will 
Hays, president of MPPDA, on in- 
dustry matters are likely. 

Hays 


weeks avo on his 


went 
annual summer 
trip to Hollywood and probably will 
not return until September. 


Hays Addresses Prods. 
Hollywood, Aug. 6 
Will H. Hays last night (Mon.) ad- 


dressed a meeting of the Motion 
Picture Producers Association on 
film biz home and abroad. 

There was also a _ discussion of 
matters. 


to the Coast about two 


j and Grand, Columbus, 


Netter’s Swing Of 
Par’s Dixie Pards 


Leo Vetter, Paramount theatre 

partn t execul » ljleft vesterdav 
(Tue » for Ashev e, N.C and At- 
] la to conte , h various south- 
ern partne of the compa 

He | huddle with Ca Bamford 
it Asheville and Bob Wi Ar- 
thur Lucas, Bill Jenkins, S. A. Lynch 
and FE. J. Sparks at Atlanta, return- 


ing to the Par h.o. in a week. 


RKO Reopening 8 


By the end of this month RKO will 
| have reopened the houses which were 
closed dow the summer! 
| The Palace, Ch ~atingh the first to be 
re-lighted Tht iy (1), will be fole 
the O1 ‘en m, Kansas City, 
RKO Shubert, Cincinnati, 
Colonial, Dayton, Aug. 165 
ovidence, Aug. 29: RKO 
Strand, Syracuse, 
Aug 30. 
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lowed by 
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New Blue-Law Drive In Pennsy 


To ) Kayo Sunday Films Again 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 
Rev. W. B. Forney, secretary of 
the Lord's Day Alliance and chief 
lue-law advocate in these parts, 


last week revealed that he 
ing signatures to a petition to place 
an anti-Sunday film referendum be- 
fore Philly voters at the November 
elections. 

Philadelphians in 1935 registered 
a two-to-one preference for Sunday 
pictures, which until then had been 
barred under Pennsylvania’s ancient 
Blue laws. The referendum at that 
time, however, provided that the 
question could be resubmitted after 
five years. 

Forney declared that he is confi- 
dent that he can obtain more than 


was seek- | 


| Texas 


the 19.000 signatures required to put; 
the question on the ballots. 


Meanwhile liberal groups were 
getting ready to fight off the reintro- 
duction of the Blue Laws that made 
Philadelphia Sundays the laughing 
stock of the nation before 1935. 

In several towns, including Harris- 
burg. where the Sunday ban is still 
in effect «Sunday films are optional 
according to the voters’ choice) the- | 
atre managers in these towns are 
circulating petitions to have the 
question placed on the ballot. 

A comeback of the Blue Laws inj; 
Philadelphia and nearby communi- 
ties would force many theatres to 
close up, veteran exhibs say. The 
Sunday take in many cases the 
difference between staying in busi- 
ness or folding. 

Drive for Sunday Pix 


Easton, Pa., Aug. 6. 
A drive to have Sunday pix 
cities and towns in this section, 
where the move was defeated five 
years ago, has been started, as plans | 
are being made for another election 
on the issue. The laws cf Pennsyl- 
vania provide for local option on 
Sunday films, elections held every | 
five years. In 1935 the only city to | 
approve Sundays was Easton. 
Allentown, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Northampton and_ several cther 
towns in this section are now pre- 
paring petitions to have the issue 
submitted to the voters. The peti- 
tions are being circulated on the 
streets, in public places and theatres. 
In Allentown five years ago the vote 
against Sunday shows was 11,750 te | 
8,890. Since Sunday pix have been a 
success in Easton, it is believed that 
it will pass in Allentown and Beth- | 
lehem this year. 


Q’Brien Rejects 20th 
Rele, Takes Col. Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Pat O'Brien’s first picture, follow- 
ing the completion of his term con- 
tract with Warners, will be ‘Passage 


West’ for Columbia. 


is 








Actor was offered a top role in 
‘Western Unicn’ at 20th-Fox, but 
declined because it would interfere 


with his appearance at the South 
Bend premiere of his Jast Warners 
film, ‘Knute-Rockne-All American.’ 





Rep’s ‘Parade’ Rolls; 
Garber in Ork Spot 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
start grinding tomorrow 
Republic’s ‘Hit Parade of 
John H. Auer 
additions to cast are 
his Six Hits 
Borrah Minevitch 
His Gang Frances Langford 
and Kenny Baker are the romantic 
leads. Garber is in spot primed for 
Benny Goodman's band until the 
maestro was forced to the Mayo 
Clinie in Rochester, Minn., for his 
sciatica ailment. Goodman has just 
been discharged and is convalescing 
at Banff, in the Canadian Rockies. 


Bacon’s ‘Fabulous 30's’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Lloyd Bacon gets the director chore | 
on. ‘The Fabulous Phirties, slated by | 
Warners James | 
Cagney and Humphrey Bogart. 


Cameras 
(Wed.) o: 
1941,’ with 

Late 
Jan Garber and 


and a Miss and 


directing. 
the 


band ’ 


end 





as a cco-starrer for 


Carolina, totaling 31 situations. 


office and J. 
ern district manager, negotiated the 





PRODUCT ‘DEALS 


Sets With Robb-Rowley 
Kincey-Wilby—M. H. Pix 


RKO And 


The Robb & Rowley c 
and Arkansas has closed 


cuit in 
for 


the 1940-41 RKO product, covering 
a total of 34 situations. Ed Rowley 
and C. V. Jones, of the circuit, made 
the deal with Bob Mochrie, of the 
h.o., and Sol. Sacha, Dallas branch 
manager. 

Another deal for RKO is with a 
portion of the Louis Dent circuit, 
embracing the circuit’s theatres in 
Colorado. A two-year deal, carry- 
ing through 1940-41, was made for | 
the RKO product last summer for 
Nebraska and Oklahoma houses of | 


the chain. 
Kincey-Wilby has closed with RKO 


‘for its 4940-41 product to cover the 


circuit’s theatres in North and South 
Ro- 
bert Mochrie from the RKO home 
J. Brecheen, southeast- 


deal. 
Music Hall’s Preduct 
Closing numerous deals 
tures, the Music Hall, N.Y. is carried 
well into the fall on product. Set 
to follow ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ 
bought from Metro and opening to- 


on pic- 


|morrow (Thurs.), are ‘Ramparts We 


Watch’ (RKO), ‘Lucky Partners’ | 
(RKO), ‘Howards of Virginia’ (Col), 
‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 


(RKO) and ‘The Westerner’ (Gold- 
wyn-UA). While ‘Ramparts’ is to 
follow ‘Pride and Prejudice, others 


will not necessarily play the Hall in 


| the order named. 
in \ 


PAR’S 6-MONTH NET AT 





$3,084,000; | UP $1,000, 


Paramount earnings rose nearly 
| $1,000,000 in the first six months this 


| year, as compared with the first half 


| Of 1939, estimate of earnings by the 


| company 
;}earnings for the 


| 


debentures. 


showed. Net 
six-month period 
ending June 29 totaled $3,084.000, as 
compared with $2,130,000 in the first 
| half of last year. Paramount secured 
| $1, 039,000 of this net from undis- 


last week 


| tributed earnings of partially owned | 
| non-consolidated 


subsidiaries, and 
| $66,000 from profit on purchase of 
In the similar period of 
1939, the company obtained $978.000 
as its share of undistributed earnings 
in partially owned non-consolidated 
subsids. 

The earnings represent $1.01 per 
share on common after providing for 
dividends on the preferred issues as 
against 62c a share in the six months 
ended July 1, 1939. This was in line 
with Wall Street estimates made sev- 





'net interest 


eral weeks ago. 


Second quarter earnings for the 
three months ended June 29 amount- 
ed to $1,478,000, after interest and all 


charges including additional foreign 
and Federal taxes from Jan. 1 this 
year. Latter provision is made be- 

cause of new rates under the 1940 
revenue act. In the corresponding 
quarter ending July 1 last year, earn- 
ings totaled $830,000. 
| - Paramount noted that enly $323,000 
represents Par’s direct and indirect 
as a stockholder in the 
combined undistributed earnings for 
the quarter in partially owned non- 
consolidated subsidiaries, against 
£300,000 in the second quarter of 1939 
This plainly indicates that the bulk 
of the earnings reported for the sec- 
ond quarter this year came from 
film rentals rather than from theatre 
operations. 

Company showed 141,590 shares of 
$100 par value 6% first preferred 
stock, and 555,071 shares of $10 par 
value 6% second preferred stock out- 
standing as of June 29 last. Also re- 
ported 2.465,927 shares of common 
outstanding on the same date. 

Earnings were published the same 
date, Aug. 1, at the meeting of the 
board of directors when Henry Gins- 
berg was elected vice-president to 
succeed George L. Bagnall. resigned. 
Ginsberg is the new general man- 
ager at Paramount's studio, joining 
the company only about six months 
ago following his connection with 


as 


David O. eee. 


Picture is based on a story by Mil- | 
| assignment. 


ton Krims. 


Our Guan Dons Mitts 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Metro has set ‘Fightin’ Fools’ as 
the tag on the next Our Gang com- 
edy. 
Edward Cahn draws the directerial 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Warners hoisted its player option 
'on Dennis Mcrgan. 
John Sutton drew a new actor op- 
tion at 20th-Fox. 
Garrett Craig signed a player pact 
at Warners. 











Lucile Fairbanks’ player ticket re- | 


newed by Warners. 

Metro hoisted Waldo Salt's writer 
option. 

Bonita Granville drew new player 
pact at Metro. 

Warrfers picked 
Orr’s actor ception. 


up William T. 


20th-Fox renewed Henry Fonda's | 


pact for another year. 


James Stephenson inked new de- 
Signer ticket at RKO. 


Warners handed Arthur Kennedy 
a player contract. 


Walter Pidgeon drew new termer 
from Metro and carries on in the 
title role of ‘Nick Carter’ series. 


George Montgomery won an op- 
_ tion lift at 20th-Fox. 


Metro handed Chill Wills a term 
player deal. 


PAR OPTIONS 
- STORY FOR 456: 








| Option iii by Paramount re- | heavy drama of the French Revolu- 


cently on screen rights to ‘Captain | 
| From Connecticut,’ novel by C. S. 
| Forrester, calls for purchase price of 
$45,000. It guarantees, in addition, a 
;minimum of $5,000 for five weeks’ 
| work in doing the screen adaptation. 


| Forrester also did the adaptation of | are essentially comic. 
which | 


| ‘Capt. Horatio Hornblower,’ 
| he authored and which is now being 
filmed by Par. 

‘Captain From Connecticut’ is not 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Ultimately Republic may contro) all its own exchanges throughout the 
U. S. by buying up long-term franchises held by local, former independent 
exchange men. At present in command of likely offices, including such 
important sales points as New York, Detrcit, Buffalo, Los Angeles, Boston 
and San Francisco, Rep may within a year or shortly afterward round up 
the balance and thus become a nationally organized major selling its own 
pictures. 

Under the franchise system, employed also by Monogram, the holders in 
the various exchange territories sell the pictures on a percentage basis, 
| When originally set up, Republic negotiated deals with independent sellers 
in the various branch points on a basis of five years. Before these deals 
were up, but after they had run around four years, Rep re-negctiated 
termers for another five years with the franchise-holders at terms more in 
line with Rep sales possibilities. 

Under the renewals en the five-year basis, Republic reserves the right to 
buy out the franchise-holders, Mono, in closest oppesition to Rep, but 
running behind it on sales reportedly, continues under the franchise sys- 
tem and is expected to remain that way. 











New York local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians is not the 
direct owner of the property in which is situated the Casino theatre, Nazi 
film house in Manhattan’s Yorkville, although owners of the building are 
members of the union. Theatre property is actually owned by Musical 
Mutual Corp., which was formed expressly as a holding company for it by 
members of the Musicians Mutual Protective Association when that organ- 








| 


| 


| 





|Reach’s Scheme of Things on All| 


| smooth off the rugged spots. 


| other 


ization in 1920-21 became Local 802. 


New York local used the building as 


a meeting place until 1934. Harry Kantor is prez of MMC. 





“ACCENT ON LAUGHS 





1940-41 Pix 


-——— 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Hal Roach is streamlining his 
| 1940-41 program for laughs and 
bance i off any branches that lead 
toward tragedy. Comedy is the 
jets idea in his five-picture lineup 
for United Artists release. 


‘The Unholy Horde,’ originally a 


tion, is back in the planing mill to 
‘Road 
in production, is 
The 


> 


Show,’ currently 
getting a humorous treatment. 
three, ‘Topper Returns, 
‘Niagara Falls’ and ‘Broadway, Lid.,’ 








RKO AGAIN PASSES) 


yet written and won’t be until For- | 


rester winds up other Hollywood 
commitments later in the year. Book 


| is not scheduled for publication un- | 


til September, 1941. 
Clarence Brown's Buy 
Clarence Brown, Metro producer- 


director, Jast week purchased screen | 


rights to ‘Oklahoma Ending,’ an his- 
*torical novel by Edward Donahoe, 
iy hich will be published by Hough- 
ton-Mifflin in the fall. Story deals 
, with the Oklahoma oil rush. Price 
was $7,500. 
Purchase was a personal one by 


ticipate. 

Price was $20,000 for the American 
film rights to ‘A Woman's Face,’ 
which Metro recently purchased. 
Company bought the rights to a 
Swedish picture which was made 
from the original French play by 
Francis de Croisset. 





Story Buys 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Metro bought ‘Married Bachelor,’ 
by Manny Seff. 
Walt Disney 
Children,’ a 
Felix Salten. 


purchased ‘Bambi’s 
sequel to ‘Bambi,’ 





Grace Moore’s French Pic, 
‘Louise’, Subject of Suit 


Suit over 
‘Louise,’ 
in N. ¥. 
Shafran, assignee of the 
Parisienne de Production de Films, 
producer of the film, had her re- 
quest for arbitration granted by Jus- 
tice Kenneth O’Brien against Arthur 
Mayer and Joseph Burstyn. Action 
seeks an accounting on the domestic 
gross. 

The distribution contract between 
the producers and the defendant was 
entered into July 11, 1939, whereby 
the first $20,000 was to go to the pro- 
ducers, the next $25,000 to the de- 
fendants, the next $20,000 to the pro- 
ducers and the next $35,000 to the 
defendants. 

A 50-50 split on all monies over 
$100,000 was to conclude the con- 
tract. 

First exhibition was begun 
February, 1940, but the defendants 
have refused to turn over monies, 
claiming they received a print with 


race Moore's last film, 
was disclosed Monday 


ias of July 31 


DIVIDEND ON 6% PFD. 


Directors of Radio-Keith-Orpheum | 
again passed up paying the dividend | 
of the new 6% preferred stock when 
the board met last week. 


tem tax, 
Company \to 3le with a 


5 FIRST RUNS 
IN FRISCO UP 
SCALES 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 

First mass boxoffice tilt in Cali- 
fornia since new Government tax 
became operative goes into effect 
Thursday (8) in five San Francisco 
first-run houses. Boost will not only 
do away with use of pennies, but 
also gives the exhibs a slight edge 
in takes. Houses going for tilt are 
Warfield, Paramount, Fox, Orpheum 
and St. Francis. 


United Artists (indie) is unaffected 
because of its current 50c night scale 
and Golden Gate (RKO) is expected 
ito continue at present 55c (includ- 
|} ing tax) top figure. 

Tilting houses, now charging 30c 
up to 5 o'clock, will boost 
4c tax for total of 35c. 





now owes $3 a share on this stock | Heaviest upping will be on night ad- 


last. 


RKO explained that consideration 


tion of a dividend on the preferred | 


Statement from 


: | present 40c and 4c tax to 45c includ- 
was given to the matter of declara- ling 5c tax. 


missions, which will be jumped from 


Night prices will prevail 
all day Sunday, virtually insuring 


| shares but that the board determined oval eighth increase in gross take. 


by | 


(5) | 
supreme court when Sylvia 
Societe | 


in 


| 


a faulty sound-track. On May 1, | 
1940, the producers assigned the 
rights to Miss Shafran who now 


seeks to have the controversy arbi- 
trated. The defendants fought arbi- 
tration claiming that no proper as- 


signment was made, and it was their 


understanding that the assignment 
| the plaintiff. The court ruled arbitra- 
tion will hurt no one, and granted | 
the plaintiff's request. 


Brown in which Metro did not par- | @stribution 


to take no action presently on the 
matter. No additional | 
explanation was forthcoming from | 
the company. 

Con.’s $374,767 


Consolidated Film Industries vir- 
tually covered preferred dividend re- 
quirements on its $2 preferred stock 
in the first six months this year, re- |! 
port covering first half of 1940 show- | 
ing net earnings of $374,767, after 
all deductions excepting provision 
for Federal surtax on undistributed | 
profits. This is equivalent to 93'2c 
per preferred share, which is at the 
rate of $1.87 per year. 

Consolidated Film net 
with the same deductions totaled 
$195,468 for the second quarter this 
year, ended last June 30. The three- 
month period net amounted to 49c 
per preferred share on 400,000 shares 
presently outstanding. 

RCA Divvys 

Dividends of 87%2c en the first | 
preferred and $1.25 on the Preferred 
B shares of Radio Corp. of America 
were declared Friday (2). Both dis- 
tributions cover the quarter ending 
next Sept. 30. Both divvys are pay- 
able Oct. 1 to stockholders on record 
Sept. 6 next 

RCA net profit rose more than $1.,- 
596,000 in the first six months ending 
June 20 this year as compared with 
the same period of 1939. Company 
showed net profit of $3.728.621 as | 
against $2,172,201 in the first half of 
last year, according to a statement 
issued Friday (2). This is equiva- 
lent to about 15c on the common as 
compared with 4c in the initial six | 
months last year. 


earnings, 





| 


Warmed-Over Romance 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Alexander Korda is reviving the 
romance between Lord Nelson | 
and Lady Hamilton as his first pro- 
ducer-director job in Hollywood, 
with Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh as co-stars. Nelson was the 
English admiral responsible, at the 


| cost of his life, for Napeleon’s crush- 
was made to Miss Moore, and not to | 


ing defeat at Trafalgar in 1805, 

Filming starts Sept. 15 after Korda ' 
winds up editing “The Thief of Bag- 
; dad.’ 





/mount is a straight dramatic 
'in ‘New York Town,’ 





SEVEN IN MALVERN’S 
HOPPER FOR MONOGRAM 


Rolly wood, Aug. 6. 
Paul Malvern has seven pictures 


lined up to shoot for Monogram re- 


| lease during 1940-41 following ‘Queen 


'of the Yukon,’ now in the cutting 
room. First to go is ‘Drums of the 
Desert,’ which Malvern’ produces 
under an independent setup at the 
Ralph Like studio. 

Others on the list are two Jack 
London tales, ‘Sign of the Wolf’ and 
‘Trail of the Yukon,’ and four Keye 
Luke mystery melodramas, ‘Alias 


Jimmy Hogan,’ ‘Million Dollar Mys- 
tery,” ‘While Frisco Sleeps’ and 
‘Phantom of eS Cumenewn, 


‘Muni Returns to 20th; 
Stars in ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 


Hollyweod, Aug. 6. 

Paul Muni closed a deal to star in 
‘Hudson’s Bay Company’ for 20th- 
Fox, the studio where he made his 
film debut. It is a one-picture con- 
tract. 

Filming starts Aug. 16, with Irving 
Pichel as director. Final script has 
been approved by Clifford Wilson, of 
Winnipeg, exec cf M&idson’'s Bay Co. 


Mary Martin in ‘Town’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Mary Martin’s next job at Para- 
role 
by Jo Swerl- 
ing, scheduled to start Oct. 1. 


Mitcheil Leisen directs and An- 


, thony Veiller produces. 





MARSHALL PILOTS ‘GOLD’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
George Marshall has been signed 
'to direct ‘Pot o’ Gold’ for James 
Roosevelt’s Globe Productions. 
Filming starts Sept. 15, for United 
Artists release. 
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SAG DROPS 2,000 EXTRAS 





Setup of UFA, Inc. in America 


Registered in D. C. May 15, 1940, Under Laws Gov. | 


erning ‘Foreign Principals’ 

+ 

Milland, Colbert Held As 
Team for Par ‘Skylark’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Ray Milland and Claudette Celbert 








Washington, Aug. 6. 

UFA, @nc., American distributing 
outfit for Nazi-made films, which 
has stirred considerable press in- 
terest since ‘Fifth Column’ became 
a household phrase in the United | are slated to co-star again in Para- 
States, registered with the State | mount’s ‘Skylark,’ to be produced 
Department on May 15, 1940, under | and directed by Mark Sandrich. 
laws governing ‘representatives of | Currently they are 
foreign principals,’ search last week | ‘Arise My Love’ on the same lot. 


nate 2 tees. SPC THREATENS 
REPUBLIC 
STRIKE 


ler Center, Y., are given in the! 








State ceeadamea papers as ‘pro- 
duction, distribution, release and ex- 
hibition’ of motion pictures. Its in- 
come is said to derive chiefly from 
distribution of foreign-made films in 
the U. S. and Canada. 

Companies which UFA represents 
are listed as Universum Film Ak- 
tiengesellschaft, Berlin; Tobis Cine- 
ma Film G. m.b.H. (Gesellschaft 
mit beschraenkter Haftung, equiva- 
lent to the English ‘Limited’); Itala 
Film G.m.h.H. and Itala Film S.A. 
All are listed as German but the 
last, which is Italian. 

President and treasurer of Amer- 
ican UFA is listed as George Nitze; 
v.p., Ernest Eisele, Jr., and secre- 
tary, Frederick Fasse, all of New 
York. 

Statement is supplemented with 
about 50 pages of by-laws, articles of 
incorporation, copies of contracts 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Screen Publicists Guild is prepar- 
ing a strike call against Republic 
which has broken off negotiations for 
contract covering its flacks after long 
shadow-boxing with Guild negotia- 





SPG was willing to make a special 
deal cn a scale lower than that en- 
forced on major lots, any compro- 
mise is now off and blurbers will 


and reproductions of correspond- | battle it out for the full price. 
ence. These show that 70% of the Compromise would have cost Rep 
gross revenue of UFA from dis- | only an added $55 weekly. Guild 


tribution of English versions of for-, meeting has been set fer Thursday 
eign films goes to UFA of Berlin} (8) night when membership will be 
until 70% of the negative cost is| asked to okay strike order 
paid and that 70% of the gross von while committee is contacting all 





German pix goes to Berlin until 5 studio unions and Guilds seeking 
of the negative cost is reached. support in case a walkout goes 
through, Backing of Hollywood | 


N. Y. Charter in 1924 Guild Council, consisting cf Screen 


tors headed by Bill Edwards. While | 


teamed in | 





I WATHER Cl HUT 1S Ohio ITO and N.Y. ITOA Caution 





Way Sought to Lop Another 


Legal Difficulties — Limit 
of 800 Daily Jobs Behind 
Move—Fight to Control 
Atmosphere Players 
Reaches Climax in Election 


—_ 


COLLARITES GET AID 











Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Approximately 2,000 extras were 
| dropped from membership in the 
| Screen Actors Guild this week, with 


| the possibility that 2,000 to 3,000 





ity. ‘The Producer-SAG Standing 
Committee, which has 


tion, feels that all casual players 
should be eliminated to provide 
more jobs for the regulars, but the 


elimination should be carried out. 
The paid-up Class B membership 

is now approximately 6,500. 

less than 800 jobs available daily, 





officials believe the available extra 
list should be slashed to around 
4,000. The extras who have not been 
earning as much as $500 per year 
would be kept on an emergency list, 


| to be given work only when regular 
| extras cannot be secured. 


Mean- | 


| days in 


The 2,035 dropped by the SAG this 
week were suspended for being 90 
arreas in dues. They may 


| be reinstated only by permission of 


|the SAG 


board of directors. It is 


certain, however, that leniency will 


| be extended only to oldtimers who, 


because of financial reverses and 
lack of work, have been unable to 
maintain their dues. 


Election Climaxes Fight 

Fight for control of the extras will 
reach a climax Sunday (11) when 
the winners of 15 council seats will 
be announced at the annual Class B 
membership meeting. Two tickets 
are in the field. One was selected by 
the SAG Council nominating com- 


| mittee, and the other by a group of 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 6. | Writers, Interior Decorators, Script | 

UFA Films, Inc., was chartered Clerks and Set Designers becomes 
Sept. 18, 1924, according to records! automatic should a_ strike occur. 
at the office of the Secretary of | Blurbers also would have the back- 
State ef New York. Albert H. T. | ing of Moving Picture Painters Local 
Banzhalf, of New York, filed the 644, which refuses to cross any picket 
papers. Capital stock was listed at) line. 
$20,000, 200 shares having a par —_——— 
value of $100 each. Directors until | N. Y. SPG Adds 46 
the first annual meeting were M. L.| New York division of the Screen 
Duerr, L. C. Wells, D. B. Millman,! publicists Guild, consisting of em- 
Clay Littick and G. D. Murphy, all ployes of homeoffice publicity de- 
of 130 W. 42nd street, N. Y. Wells) partments, has been bolstered by 46 
and Murphy subscribed to tw0| new members during the past two 
shares each; Millman to one. Pur-| weeks it was said at an SPG meeting 
pose of the corporation, as stated jg;t Thursday (1). Guild is also | 
in the papers, was to ‘engage in making plans for a division of free- | 


business of theatre proprietors and 


lance press agents working for ma- 
to import and export and 


managers, jor and indie companies but not on 


generally trade in moving picture | }eoular payrolls. Included will be 

films; to sell, exhibit, rent and lease part-time exploitation men, theatre 

films, motion picture cameras, pro-| p.a.s and persons working for out- 

jection machines, ete.’ | side organizations handling film pub- 
According to customary require- licity on a contract basis. 

ments, the papers declare that at SPG will toss a dance at the Hotel 

least two-thirds of the stock sub- 


Pierre, N. Y., on Friday (9) to raise 
funds to send three delegates to the 
organization’s convention on the 
Coast. 


are citizens of the United 
States and that at least one director 
is a citizen of New York State. 
(Only amendment filed in the N. Y. | 
County Clerk’s office in N. Y. City 
to the incorporation papers of UFA 
was an increase in the board of di- 
rectors from five to seven. Change 


scribers 


HOOFING IN HAVANA 
FOR SHERIDAN, RAFT 


was made July 20, 1934, and filed by | 
Attorney Robert C. Richter. The 
») new menses nat listed.) a its Se eae 
Nitze Denies Ann Sheridan teams up again with 
Despite the wide scope of pur- George Raft as a romantic duo in 
Poses and activities of UFA listed in | ‘Maid in Havana,’ a tale of two 
State Department registration and | American hoofers in Cuba. 
N. Y. State incorporation papers Warners has assigned Richard 
company has limited itself to dis- Macaulay and Jerry Wald to the 
tribution of German-made films. script 
George Nitze, UFA prez, denied —— —— 
in New York last week that the GARFIELD SUBS CAGNEY 


company is a 


‘representative of a 
foreign 


Hollywood, Aug. 6 
principal,’ as State Depart- 


John Garfield has been set by 


ment registration indicates. He de-| w.enoers for the top spot in “The 
Clared a more accurate description Fabulous Thirties. James Cagney | 
—— be that his company has dis- was originally mentioned for the 
tribution contracts with German ,9), 


firms. 

Nitze and Eisele, who is listed as 
V.p., 
tion 


Edmund Goulding will direct from 
: ‘ Mark Hellinger’s script. 
are actively engaged in opera- = 
of UFA. Company’s president 
was reticent about providing infor- 
mation concerning Frederick Fasse, of so 
secretary of the corporation, except goes to UFA of Berlin until 70% of | 
to say that he did not take an ac- the negative cost is paid, Nitze said | 
tive part in its affairs. it had been mal 1y years since ‘Eng- 

Despite contracts with the regis- lish German 
tration statement showing that 70% ‘had been released in this country. 


of gross revenue from distribution 


English versions of foreign films 


versions’ of 


extras who have been 
for autonomy for 
players 

The Hollywood Guild Council has 
voted full support to the Screen Oi- 
fice Employes Guild in its fight to 
repel an invasion by the American 
Federation of Labor. This means 
that white collar workers will have 
the support of the Screen Writers 
Guild, Screen Set Designers, Screen 
Readers Guild, Society of Motion 
Picture Interior Decorators § and 
Screen Publicists Guild. The SOEG 
is now awaiting action by the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board on its 
petition asking certification as col- 
lective bargaining representative for 
all studio clerical employes 


campaigning 
atmosphere 


In the meantime the SOEG has 
drafted a contract proposal calling 
for a 25% wage bonus for workers 
employed on the graveyard shift 
The clause states: 

‘Employes whose work period reg- 


ilarly is completed after 9 a. m. or 
commences after 9 p. m 
7 a. m. shall be paid for 
work period 25% more than the 
regular, or overscale, rate.’ This does 
not apply to persons regularly em- 
ployed during daylight hours and 
who might occasioally be required 
to work cvertime, and for which 
they would be entitled to the over- 
'time scale at the rate of time and 3 
half. 

The Producer assessment for main- 
tenance of Central Casting Corp. has 
been increased from 5% to 6%. 
Based on an average annual expen- 
diture of $3,000,000 for extras, the 
til. will previde Central with $30,- 
000 additional. The amount will be 
pro-rated among major companies 
| holding membership in the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers, 
which operates Central. The execu- 


and before 
the entire 


pictures | tives stated this was not a permanent 


| ¢Continued on page i3) 


SEEN IN OFFING 


3,000 Without Incurring 


big question apparently is how the. 


With | 





Warners Push Lenses 
As Backlog Mounts 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Heaviest fall production in the 
history of the Warner studio swings 
into action with six features before 
the cameras, three in the editing 
stage and a dozen ready for distribu- 
tion, 


Shorts program for the next month 
calls for five pictures under super- 
| vision of Gordon Hollingshead. 





_ URGES EXHIBS 


COMPARE NEW 
PIX DEALS 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 
Fred Strom, newly elected North- 
west Allied executive secretary, has 
\sent out an appeal to independent 
}exhibitors in the territory to refer to 
him proposed film deals now being 
submitted so that he can compare 
what’s being offered in the various 
situations and then inform and ad- 
| vise the individual theatre owner be- 
fore the latter 
signs a contract. 


more will be dropped as soon as the. 
Guild devises a means of doing s0 | 
without incurring legal responsibil- | 


just com- | 
pleted a survey of the extra situa-| 





makes a decision or | : ; 
| the distributing companies. 





‘Since the association’s primary 
purpose is to obtain and dispense | 
trade information upon which you 


ithe ITOA 


may base your decisions in making 
contracts for film, and the many 
other problems which confront the | 


exhibitor, 
phone or 
as well as to send us data which will 


we urge you 


to write, | by the ability ot 
telegraph for trade facts, | While the distribs are asserted to be 
| maintaining a 


Exhibs Not to Rush 1340-41 {I Signing 


+. 


Providing its member exhibitors 
with a resume of the 1940-41 selling 
terms of all the distributors, the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio 
is asking how the figures shown 
compare with the deals being of- 
fered. It also goes into questions 
concerning buying this season, and 
at the same time the Independent 
Theatre Owners Assn. of New York 
advises the subsequent run theatres 
not to be in any hurry to sign up. 

While the ITO of Ohio publishes 
the sales terms of the various com- 
panies, the ITOA of N. Y., not in any 
way affiliated, has made a resume of 
the programs of each major, adding 
that ‘sales policies of the distributing 
companies are for the most part so 
flexible as to be non-existent.’ 

Position taken is that sales poli- 
cies change with each situation and 
with each run, thus there is no na- 
tional sales policy for subsequent 
runs and so far as first runs are con- 
cerned the announced policy is sub- 
ject to great change. In other words, 
what might be a 35% picture in 
Nashville might be only a 20% pic- 
ture in Denver. 

The ITOA of N. Y., headed by 
Harry Brandt, notes that a deep 
knowledge of each territory, com- 
bined with the cost of production 
and the worth of the pictures for 
sale enter into each deal, with ad- 
vice being that ‘exhibitors should 
not be led astray by what they might 
read concerning the sales policies of 


Flexible Prices 

Although reminding that bracket- 
ing has been determined as to the 
number of pictures in each group, 
insists prices to be paid 
are flexible in each case, determined 
each theatre to pay. 
flexible 


policy, some 


be of value to your fellow exhibi-|of them are definitely asking for 


| 


tors,’ said Strom in a bulletin issued | more money. 


from the body’s new headquarters. 

At a North Dakota regional meet- 
ing, Universal and 20th-Fox were 
assailed—the former for jerking 
Dunne and Durbin 
current contracts, and 20th for al- 
legedly ‘unfair’ trade practices. Some 
of those present declared they’d re- 
fuse to buy 20th-Fox ‘until it would 
write contracts and initiate trade 
practices which 
like situations and fair and equitable 
as to rental terms, allocations, clear- 
ances, etc.’ 


VEIDT SUES DUTCH 





BANK IN NEW YORK: 


Conrad Veidt filed suit last week | 


in N. Y. supreme court against the 
Bankierskantoor Albert Graef, ye we 
seeking damages of $52,998. 


actor claims to have given the sol. 
land bank numerous bars of gold 
and bonds to keep for him in 1939, | 
ind to be returned on demand, It | 


are uniform as to 


| 


pictures from 


| 








| while others 


| 
| 
e | 
| 


is claimed that on Apri] 20, 1940, the | 


but the bank re- 
the value of the 
securities, 


made, 
over 


lemand was 
fused to turn 
‘urities or the 
Among the items 
yonds, British War 
ponds, N. Y. City 
201d 


are French 
Australian 
and bars Of | 


loans 
bonds 


Too Much Night Driving | 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

George Raft is so busy with per- 
sonal appearances in connection with | 
‘They Drive by Night’ that the start 
of his next picture, ‘South of Suez,’ 
has been postponed. 

New getaway is dated for Aug. 22 
ym. the Warner lot, with Raft and 


Geraldine Fitzgerald teamed. 


HITCHCOCK’S 2D RKO 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
‘Before the Fact’ is Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s second job under his 
picture deal with RKO. 
First 
is ‘Mr. 


and Mrs, 


Lombard, 


Smith,’ 


| 


| 


This demand for increased rentals 
is partly on the ground that pictures 
will be of a higher quality. Ex- 
hibitors, however, must rely on past 
performances and their Own box- 
office receipts, the ITOA cautions, 
adding that promises in the past have 
too many times not been kept and 
the mere statement by a distributor 
that product will be better is not 
enough to warrant an_ increase, 

ITOA takes the stand that if in- 
creases, also to make up for foreign 
losses, must be had by the distribs, 
it should come from first runs 
which it has been claimed provide 
85% of the total film rental revenue. 

Brackets 

Metro and Warner Bros. are re- 
maining at the same bracketing and 
percentages as last year (1939-40), 
are increasing 
The policies are as follows: 


the 


COLUMBIA (44 features and 16 
westerns): Two at 40%, six at 35%, 
10 at 30%, remainder outright. 

METRO (44 to 52 pictures): Four 


at 40%, 10 at 35%, 10 at 30%, balance 
| 20% or flat. 

PARAMOUNT (38 features and 
six westerns): Two at 40%, eight at 
35%, 12 at 30%, remainder flat 

RKO (46 features and six west- 
erns):Two at 40%, six at 35%, eight 
at 30%, balance outright 

REPUBLIC (58 pictures, including 
the westerns): Four at 25%. 12 at 
20%. balance flat 

20TH-FOX (52 features): Two at 
140%, eight at 35 14 at 30%, re- 
i mainder flat 

UNITED ARTISTS (22 pictures or 
more). Deals are made individually 
for each producer's pre duct David 
Selznick will sell either one or all 


| 


| 


| 
| 


two- | 
| 


of the British director’s pair | 
starring 
jas they’re ready for 


vill not tolerate hav- 
pictures tied up with the 
product of any other producer or 
even one of his pictures with others 


lhe makes and \ 


ing his 


he turns out. Accounts will receive 
Selznick pictures whether they buy 
anything else from UA or not. 

UNIVERSAL (45 features and 16 
westerns): Four at 40°, eight at 35%, 
eight at 30°%, the rest flat 


WB (48 pictures and two specials): 
3 eight at 


Four at 40%, eight at 35* 
except for two 


30%, balance outright 
specials on which terms will be set 
selling. 
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Epidemic of New Theatre Bldg. 


In Atlanta: 


——___-__ __— 


Atlanta, Aug. 6 


Construction of new theatres, all | 


nabes, has reached what amounts to 
epidemic proportions in Atlanta and 
environs, 

Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., 
biggest chain, leads building parade, 
which is topped by de luxe 1.300- 
seat Gordon, in suburban West End. 
L. & J. also erecting 1,000-seat 
Euclid, on Euclid avenue, a short 
pitch and putt from their own Pal- 


door 


Georgia s 


ace (500 seats) and fight next 

to Mion & Murray's Little Five 
Points theatre, now under construc- 
tion. 

In addition L. & J. has broken 
ground for 850-seat Dearborn, on 
East Lake Drive, in swank country 
club section, and in six weeks ex- | 


pects to start on State, 500-seater, on 
Capitol avenue. 

In nearby Decatur, county seat of 
DeKalb county but virtually a su- 
burb of Atlanta, L. & J. is remodel- 
ing its DeKalb, gutting entire struc- 


ture, adding balcony and increasing 
seating capacity from 500 to 850 
seats. 


Same procedure is being followed 
in its Ritz, at Brunswick, Ga., 
where colored balcony is_ being 
eliminated and seating hiked from 
712 to 825. 

Chain also building new house in 
Gainesville, Ga., the Ritz, a 720- 
seater, which will replace theatre of 
same name destroyed by tornado 
several years ago. It also oper- 
ates Royal and State in Gainesville. | 
Company recently opened 400-seat 
Roxy, colored house, in Brunswick, | 
Ga. | 


L. & J. last month opened its | 
Bradley, Columbus, Ga. 
Mion & Murray, operators of 


Rialto, downtown indie and Colum- 
bia outlet, rushing construction on 
three de luxe nabes, to be calied 
Little Five Points, Decatur and East 
Point. Each will seat 750, skedded 
to be unveiled around Aug. 15. | 
Solomon Miller, who now operates 
500-seat Fairview and 400-seat Tem- | 
ple, getting ready to open his 471- 
seat Garden, in swank North Side’s 
Garden Hills territory, and 850-seat 
Peachtree, on Peachtree Road. 
Completing theatre 
picture hereabouts is Fred C. Cole- 
man’s 650-seat Russell, East Point, 
his No. 6 as he recently added to his 
string of four the Hangar theatre, 
450-seater just across highway from 
Atlanta’s municipal airport. 


LIGHTMAN TO FIGHT 
DRIVE-IN INVASIONS 


Memphis, Aug. 6. 
of Drive-in 
Little Rock, 








Irked by the entry 
Theatre competition in 
M. A. Lightman announced this 
week that his Malco Circuit will 
build motor shows in both Memphis 
and Little Rock. This is believed to 
be the first time that an important 
circuit has entered the drive-in field. 
Lightman is a southern partner of 
Paramount, 

Barney and Dave Woolner are op- 
erating a drive-in here in Memphis 
and opened one last week in the 
Arkansas city. Immediately Light- 
man served notice that he is shop- 
ping for suitable sites in both towns. 

‘I didn’t mind so much when they 
had just one spot here in Memphis,’ 
he said. ‘But if they open in Little 
Rock, Fort Smith will be next. and 
first thing I know there'll be drive- 
ins in every Malco situation. I'm 
going to meet the competition on its 
own terms.’ 


New Drive-In 
Terre Haute, Ind.. Aug. 6. 
Construction of a new ‘Park-In’ 
underway here at 30th and Poplar 


streets. 
New Interstater 


Fort Worth, Aug. 6. 
Construction of the fourth neigh- 


borhood theatre to be operated in| Ochs Memorial Post; an address on | 


this town by Interstate is under way. 


Leased from Mrs. Martha Zeloski, 
who is building the house, the deal 
calls for a parking lot that will ac- 
commodate 120 cars. Tentatively 


named ‘The Bowie,’ because of its! events was gotten out with the flag | OVS forms, ete. 


location on Camp Bowie Blvd., and | 
on the site that was once an army | 
training ground by that.name. Frank | 
Weatherford, Interstate’s city man-' 
ager, will supervise its operation. | 


+ 


construction | 


Other Construction 





Farnol to Set UA Bally 


Lynn Farnol, United Artists pub- 
licity and exploitation chief, who 
wound up a month’s military train- 
ing at the Plattsburg, N. Y., business 
men’s camp last Friday (2), planed 
for the Coast Sunday (4) night. 

He'll be in Hollywood about a 
week confabbing with Murray Sil- 
verstone, UA head, and UA pro-| 
ducers on campaigns for their forth- 
coming films. One of the principal 
points of discussion will be policy 
and type of advertising-publicity for | 
Charles Chaplin’s feature, finally 
titled ‘The Great Dictator’ and tenta- 
tively scheduled for reiease early im 
October. 


SETTING ‘WESTENER’ 
PREEM IN FT. WORTH 


Fort Worth, Aug. 6 


A typical Texas welcome is being 
arranged for picture’ stars and 
Samuel Goldwyn when they are 
guests here Aug. 19 for the world 
premiere of Goldwyn’s ‘The West- 
erner, which cencerns the early 
days of Texas. 





Fred Stone are expected to be 
among the visiting film luminaries. 


Jock Lawrence, for Goldwyn, was a forthcoming issue, 


here last week setting plans. Joe | 


Shea, representing United Artists, is March of Time, has been working 


in charge of arrangements for out- 
of-town visitors. 


Events will include bi: outdoor 


theatres. 


‘Laugh Week’ In Balto 
As Hypo For ‘Syracuse’ 





Washington, Aug. 6. 
Bernie Kreisler, Universal branch 
manager in Washington, *as 
| moted a ‘Laugh Week’ in saltimore 


| for the showing of ‘Boys from Syra- | 


He's at- 
throughout 


| cuse,’ starting Friday (9). 
tempting similar stunt 


his territory with a letter quoting Y 


| headlines from VARIETY’S gross pages 
|showing that biz is currently fol- 
| lowing laugh pictures. 

Mayor Howard Jackson decreed 
the Baltimore ‘Laugh Week’ and 
‘Syracuse’ is being shown  simul- 
taneously at two first-runs, J. L. 
|Schanberger’s Keith’s theatre and 
Izzy Rappaport’s Hippodrome. It’s the 
| first time two midtown houses have 
played the same film at the same 
time. Hippodrome, however, will 
get higher admissions because of its 
vaude policy, Keith’s being a straight- 
pic spot, 


Americanization Rally 
| In Bronx., N.Y., Theatre 


The first of a series of Americani- 
zation rally programs to be held at 
the Kingsbridge, N. Y., with impor- 
tant speakers taking part, was put on 
at the theatre Wednesday night (31), 
as supplemental to the regular fea- 
ture, ‘Waterloo Bridge.” Programs 
are being arranged by Robert Rosen, 
manager of the house. with a view 
to fostering a true and lasting Ameri- 
can spirit. 

The first of the patriotic 
was held at the Kingsbridge under 
the auspices of the Adolph S. Ochs 
American Legion Post No. 1207. A 
total of 11 different units of a patri- 
otic character figured in the initial 
program, including opening ceremo- 

| nies by Rosen; ‘Star Spangled Ban- 
| ner’ with Patricia Carroll as vocalist: 


rallie: 


|‘God Bless America,’ sung by Kate | 
| Smith, taken from News of the Day | 


| by special permission; an invocation 
by Commander A. H. Roemer of the 


i‘Women’s Place 


| Scouts; various musical selections: a 
] 


| Buglers, and a speech by Bronx 
Borough President James J. Lyons. 
A special program listing the 


in color. 

Kingsbridge is ordinarily a double- 
feature house. It is one of the Con- 
solidated Amusement string of thea- 
tres in Greater New York. 


Walter Brennan, *fit of 11 full pages of advertising in 
Gary Cooper, Doris Davenport and |, Time and 11% pages in Life. 


dance, afternoon receptions and the ¢arrying out a three-month cam- 
_preem that night, which will be held  paign. 
at both the Warth and Hollywood | 


pro- | 


in Patriotism’ by | : ; 
opening time tentatively set for mid- | Mrs. Edna Kellar of the Bronx Girl ©f Loew's, and Colvin McPherson, | 
.December. Stating capacity 850. 
retreat and taps by American Legion | 


PULL NO PUNCHES IN 
ANTI-NAZI FILM ADS 


+ 
pa | ; 
Under the impression that other | ] S OrS.,; 
;-— 


pictures with anti-Nazi themes have | 
done poor biz because of a reticence | 
in advertising campaigns, United | 
Artists and Jimmy Roosevelt have 
decided to let the clutch all the way 
out on ‘Pastor Hall’, Roosevelt and 
UA execs feel that 20th-Fox, for in- 
stance, in ‘Four Sons,’ made a good 
film with plenty of meat and then 
hesitated to advertise that meat. 
They don't intend to follow suit. 

Ad campaign being drawn up pulls 
no punches, but tells in harsh, re- 
alistic terms what the audience can 
expect to see. 


RKO, Time Bearing 
Down on Bally For 


‘ Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 


Takeover for operation by Fox- 
West Coast of the Robb & Rowley 
subsequent run theatres in Pasadena 
brought about wholesale shifting of 
managers, and setting up of three 
new supervisorial areas adjacent to 
| Los Angeles. 

Lew Harris, who has managed the 
Alexander, Glendale, for past six 
| years, shifted to management of the 
LaReina, on Ventura blvd., and made 
supervisor of the entire San Fer- 
nando area. Stan Meyer, manager 
of the United Artists, Pasadena, re- 





have supervision of all circuit houses 
in that city. 


‘ ? M.H | ‘Terr on bi aad 
y McDaniel gets managerial 
Ramparts at oe job at UA and supervises all of 
an | Pasadena. Other changes. include 
transfer of J. D. Richardson from 


With ‘Ramparts We Watch’ sched- 
uled to open Aug. 22 in the Music 
Hall, publicity advertising staffs of 
RKO and March of Time are bearing 
down to get maximum exploitation 
on this playdate following the open- 
ing on July 23 in Washington. Pic- 
ture is getting a break in the elabor- 
ate advertising and publicity drive in 
the two weekly magazines, Life and 
Time. ‘Ramparts’ will receive bene- 


the La Reina to the Washington, 
Pasadena; George Topper, Jr., from 
the Paramount, Oakland, to manager 
of the Valley in North Hollywood, 
vice O. Wise, who transfers to man- 
agement of the Park, Pasadena. 


Bernie Sobel's Spot 


In realignment of the Metro home 
office publicity staff, Bernard Sobel 
has been assigned to special promo- 
| tion on ‘The Ziegfeld Girl’. He starts 
immediately gn advance promotion 
for the M-G Bae: starring Eleanor 
Powell, Hedy Lamarr, James Stew- 
art and Lana Turner. 

As publicity representative for 
_Florenz Ziegfeld, Sobel handled all 
his later Broadway productions and 
conducted a similar campaign for 
Metro's ‘Great Ziegfeld’ several sea- 
sons ago during which he organized 
the Ziegfeld Club. 

Ray Bell, publicity representative 
for the Loew’s theatres in Washing- 
| ton, being transferred to the M-G 
| publicity. department to take over 
the routine newspaper contacts in 
New York. 


In ad- 
dition, the picture is getting seven- 
page editorial coverage with art in 

Albert 


Sindlinger, ad head for 


with his own staff, and with that of 
RKO under S. Barrett McCormick 
and Young & Rubicam agency in 


Premiere in Washington employed 
what is reputed to be the largest 


linage ever used on a feature pic- Gertrude Gelbin, formerly editor 
ture. Additionally, ‘Time’ used of Loew’s Weekly, joined the fan 
Westbrook Van Voorhis, voice in mag staff of the home office. 


March of Time and in ‘Ramparts,’ in 
setting some 147 spot radio announce- 
ments prior to the film’s opening. 


JOHNSTON'S PUB-AD 
HUDDLES WITH WANGER 


John Leroy Johnston, Coast press 
chief for Walter Wanger, is in New 
ork for confabs with United Artists 
pub-ad department on campaigns for 
forthcoming ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
and ‘Long Voyage Home.’ ‘Cor- 
respondent’ release is tentatively set 
for early September and ‘Voyage’ a 
month later. 

Following his stay in New York. 
Johnsion will go out ahead of 
Wanger on the producer’s tour of the 


Managers in Shifts 
Detroit, Aug. 6. 

Cohen Circuit has done some 
heavy shifting of its three all-night 
houses which operate with two man- 
agers each. 

Mike Kareha and Phil 
are new managers of the Mayfair. 
,replacing Philip Katzin and Danny 
| Drozan. Drozan succeeded George 
Baird at the Roxy. Al 
promoted to manager of the Nor- 
wood, replacing William Drozan. 








Denver Deoin’s 
Denver. Aug. 6 

The sixth annual picnic of the 
Rocky Mountain Screen Club will be 
held at Evergreen, 40 miles from 
Denver, Aug. 23. Jack Langan gen- 
eral chairman. 

Fox Intermountain Theatres’ an- 
nual managers’ convention in Denver 
21-23, 





country. Wanger will talk to exhib, Aug. with both Spyros and 
and sales groups, Charles Skouras in attendance three 
~ days. More than 75 will attend at 

the Cosmopolitan hotel, with Rick 

Ricketason in the chair. Thev will 


adjourn in time to attend the Screen 
Club picnic 


Denlevy’s Personal 
Buildup of ‘McGinty’ 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Brian Donlevy was in town last 
week on a general nationwide tour 
sponsored by Paramount in behalf 
of the ‘The Great McGinty’ flicker. 
Donlevy is talking not only with 
newspaper reporters for the buildup 
of the pic, but also speaking at’meet- 
ings of Paramount branch workers 
and to exhibitors, 


Pix, A. C., Closed 

Atiantic City, Aug. 6. 
Pix theatre on Garden Pier was 
closed Friday night (2) when Police 
Magistrate Albert N. Shahadi ruled 
the house, opened for the season less 
than a week previously, was operat- 

ing on the wrong kind of license. 
Hedy Lamarr’s original ‘Ecstasy,’ 
or what the censors have left of it, 
was being shown when a special in- 
vestigator for the City Revenue of- 


and the projector operator, 

Mendelwager of Bayonne. 
The show stopped in the middle of 
reel 1, money was refunded to pat- 
rons, and Cummins and Mendelwager 
put under $1,000 bail. They had paid 
$50 for their license, but the Revenue 
office said they should have taken 
out a regular $350 ‘theatre’ license, 
—- the small size of their house. 
: : : nap . Magistrate Shahadi later dismissed 
lar boosting of ‘McGinty,’ in which | the case against them with a remark 
he appears. that ‘they made an effort to comply 
* with the law,’ but Pix is still closed. 


Academic Ballyhoo man U 


St. Louis, Aug. 6. 
(Chick) Evans, manager 


Jack 

In general, the spiel is that be- 
cause of the war in Europe and the 
this revenue, more effort 
must be made to increase attendance 
and revenue in America. 

Was in Chicago for two days late 
last week for a couple of meetings 
and then headed for Dallas for simi- 


loss of 





Perilman Upped 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. 
Mark Goldman, Monogram man- 
ager here, announced promotion of 


Harold B. 


dramatic and film critic of the Post-; man. He'll handle the Main Line 
Dispatch, will don professional robes | a Perilman will take over 
next fall at the Adult Study Center, the ee a nig stg * 
ae : ss 40-41 sales seas xt week, 
a branch of the Washington Univer- at which time his successor will be 
sity, to discuss talkers in their vari- | named. ; 
Crown exchange acquired the 
Last week both were invited to | Product of — Alliance for coming 
address weekly meetings at which an | Y®4". according to manager Max 
outstanding flicker will be shown. | wie g an cll — — 
They wil] be expected to answer a. vw_er ok 2 sos 


. ago. Shulgold has ulso closed a deal 
bombardment of quizzes by the class. , with Jack Judd Theatre Poster Serv- 


places Harris at Alexander and will! 


McNamee | 


Smith was |} 


fice stepped in and arrested the man- | 
ager, Sidney Cummins of Brooklyn, | 


Saul Perilman from booker to sales-* 


Fox-W.C. Takeover of R. & R. Houses 
Theatres-Exchanges 





_ice Co. to handle all accessories {or 
product distributed by Crown 

A new theatre in Beaver Falls Pa, 
| will be erected for Sam Hanauver, 
| who owns the Rialto in that 
| Ill be an 800-seater and 
; tion is slated to begin in 
few weeks, 

Briefies: Carl Spuhler is a new ad- 

' dition to the U exchange staff... Lew 
| Lefton, Monarch manager, up érd 
| around again after being bedded by 
|an infected throat...City will auc- 
| tion off five-story Liberty Ave. bicdg. 
listed as the property of Wesiern 
Pennsylvania Amusement Co. There 
are $75,000 in back taxes and e $150.- 
000 mortgage against it...Art Cin- 
ema, foreign film site, will open tx}) 
season middle of September with 
_‘Baker’s Wife.’ 





own, 
consiruc- 
the next 


Bill Hamrick’s Spot 
| Seattle, Aug. € 


Bill Hamrick, former manzger of 
Paramount, Hamrick-Evergreen spot, 
!and nephew of John Hamrick, ¢ ty 
| manager, back in show biz as 
}ant at Coliseum. Clyde Strout min- 
|ager there. Young Hamrick succeeds 
| Frank McCormick, who resigned to 
run for business agent of local the- 
| atre employees’ union, against Frank 
| Hood, incumbent and former man- 
ager for vears of the Klaw-Erlanger 
Metropolitan, 


aSSISt- 


Davies, S. F., Facelift 
San Francisco, Aug. 6 
Joe Blumenfeld, who recently z#e- 
quired Davies, on Market street. will 
remodel flickery, which becomes the 
Esquire after overhaul. 


Jefferson’s Addition 
Lufkin, Texas, Aug. € 
East Texas Theatres (Jefferson 
/Amus. Co.) has taken over the 
Texan here. House was sold to gicup 
by Lee M. Threet. 





Carkey’s Chain 
Albany, N. Y.. Aug 6 

With the acquisition of a theatre 
in Norfolk and another in Norwood 
(small towns near Massena), Lew- 
rence Carkey, of the New Family, 
Utica, and two other Uticars have 
{incorporated Kadevan Chain Thea- 
tres, Ine. Principal office of circnit 
is in Utica. Jay L. Katzman and 
Stuart A. Lever with Carkev, ure 
|the directors. Authorized: capita} 
stock is $10,000, $100 par value. 
Carkey theatres are produci-ser- 
viced by Albany exchanges 





| Sommers’ 8S. D. Lee Spot 
Cincinnati, Aug. 6 
Henry (Bud) Sommers resigned 
from the RKO Theatres managerial 
staff Thursday (25) to assume die 
rectorship of Sam D. Lee's five 
theatres in Frankfort and Winches- 
ter, Ky. During the past year Som- 
mers was in charge of the vaud- 
| film Shubert. 

| He will do the picture booking 
and also engage the acts for pe- 
riodical appearances at the Lee 


houses, 


McAvoy Vice Amsterdam 

Philadelphia, Aug. € 
Ben Amsterdam, veteran indie ex- 
jhib, resigned as treasurer of the 
| Philly Variety Club because of press 
of private business. New treasurer 
is William McAvoy, chairman of the 
club’s house committee. 

Jack Beresin, president of ihe 
Berlo Vending Co., was named chair- 
man of the banquet committee. The 
annual banquet will be held the last 
Thursday in December after being 
| staged on Sunday nights ever since 
its inception. David E. Weshner and 
Ted Schlanger, Stanley-Warner ex- 
ecs, were named chairmen of the en- 
tertainment and dais committees. re 
spectively. 


WB’s New Ad Service 


A new  advertising-exploitatio: 
service has been set up by Warne: 
Bros. on forthcoming features, wit! 
special advance proof sheets of both 
| the ad and scene stills to be sent 1 
|all branches, field exploitatio: 
|and theatre ad-men several 
ahead of the regular pressbook 


The service will enable theatres ic 
get started on their campaigns pricr 
| to the production of engravings ad 
mats in New York. 


mer 
weeks 





GILLHAM WEST AGAIN 
Rohert Gillham will leave in about 
| two weeks for the Coast on one of 
| his periodic visits. 

In addition to looking over new 
| Season’s product now ready and Gis- 


| cussing advertising plans, he w'!i x 
| over the campaign for ‘Northwest 
| Mounted,’ which will be specially 


'preemed in Canada this fall. 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


PICTURE GROSSES ” 


‘Syracuse -Bandshow Best on Spotty 
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Bette-Boyer-Krupa $43,000 Mopup 
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Chicago, Aug. 6. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 
RKO reopened its loop Palace 





green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ (M-G) 


and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat’ (20th). 


Heading for good 


(Col) (10). 
Music Hall—‘Pride and Preju- 
dice’ (M-G). 


(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
Broadway has its ups and downs 


: In Chicago; Daltons’ Reopen Palace | s."2°;"""' » Blway With 51G; Hardy Deb’ Mild 256, 
To Good $13,000, Kaye Orch OK 186 acaige =" wes “Pag Poor G06, “Man Married 326 


(Mono) only five days, $4,000 for that 
period. 


f (Reviewed in Variery, July 10) s oe ae Ro 5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘M:z 
Thursday (1) and got away to a $5,000. Last ‘week ‘Gold Rush Palace—‘Peir 13’ (20th). po = -— i ee aed me Married’ (20th) pat gd coy 
bangup start. Has reduced its prices | Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘We Who Are Paramount—‘Boys from Syra- rgp Oy A pe oe 


all along the line and this factor no 


doubt is considerably important in 


Young’ (M-G) dual, $5,200, good. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 


cuse’ (U) (2d wk.). 


at the Paramount, coupled with a 
stage show including Xavier Cugat, 


Better than several weeks here, but 
not quite the answer to a showman’'s 


the better boxoffice indications. Will ‘Pago Pago’ (UA). Expects okay $3,- Minto —‘Gouth of Kerangs’ | Allee douse, leone Hervey ond Bay | SEE © Fem Sel bear 
run a double feature first-run pclicy, '200. Last week ‘Lost Horizon "(Col) (U) (10). | Bolger. Away down is ‘South of (UA) $24,000, poor. Fnadou 
and the current bill of ‘When the and ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (revivals) Roxy—' Return of Frank | Pago Pago,’ one-weeker at the Music State (3,45 


Daltons Rode,’ with ‘Private Affairs’ 
as the sub-item, is making a pleas- 
ant money mark. By the time the 


Palace got through with its adver- | 


tising and publicity the town knew 


through with a solid session in the 
Oriental and giving that house its 
best coin in some time. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 


(2d wk), good $3,900. 

Musie Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Andy Hardy Debu- 
tante’ (M-G) am! ‘Phantom Raider’ 
(M-G) (4th wk), good $2,500. Last 


week ‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep) and 
‘Tomboy’ (Mono), plus vaude, $5,100, 
good. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Boys From Syra- 


James’ (20th) (9). 
Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(9). 
Week of Aug. 15. 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 


Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 








| Hall. 


A turn in the weather last 


| week, after a bad siege of heat, no 
| doubt has helped in spots but seem- 
; ingly not in others. 


‘Syracuse’ wound up its first week 


| It won’t get $60,000, very disappoint- 


ing. 

Right behind the Par on patron- 
age is the Strand, now in its second 
strong week with ‘Drive by Night’ 





| 


(3,450; 35-55-75) —‘ Mortal 
Storm’ (M-G) (2d run) and Harry 
Richman. Going is slow here again 
but maybe over $17,000 for some pro- 
fit. Last week ‘21 Days’ (Col) (2d 


‘ \ v . run) and Andy Kirk, Bert Wheeler. 
thatthe hots was again doing busl-|Wesk $3.00. eersreeny| (MG) Goin who. Sat ear HEN $5100; | Dizte Dunbar, otal cn stage, 610,00 

— es gg figure in (2,600; 30-40-50)—"Great “MeGinty’ Re elt Love You Again’ | begins its second today (Wed.). Pic- | ‘Drive By Night’ (WB) and. George 

; : ; ‘ is, (Par) and ‘Zanzibar’ (U). 0 -G). ture is the first to be made by Jules | : . : cased + 

wet awen Cow or he Chicago. Ths fair $4,000. Last week ‘Sporting (Reviewed in Current Issue) | Levey, for years a distribution ex- | final was. Madde ie ieeiaing 
r Bette Davis-Charles Boyer flicker is Blood’ (M-G) and ‘Chan’s Murder Music Hali—‘Pride and Preju- ecutive. Maybe more film salesmen | phere looking $35,000 on the holdover 
pulling the femmes, and the picture Cruise’ (20th), very weak $3,100, dice’ (M-G) (2d wk.). should become producers. ‘very’ good. The first week held a 

’ is a cinch to stick around for a sec- | _ Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- Paramount—‘The Great Mc- ‘Pago Pago’ is a picture the Hall | burning pace to finish at $48,000, re- 
i end helping. Gene Krupa’s band is 50)—Man Talked Too Much’ (WB)! Ginty’ (Par) (14). would like to have ditched but it |markably fine for the end of July. 
on the stage. . plus Midnight in Paris’ unit on Roxy— Return of Frank | Was bought under an old contract | Show would hold third week if man- 

Sammy Kaye band is coming stage. Indicating big $5,800. Last James’ (20th) (2d wk.). /and nothing could be done about it.| agement could do so. Instead, on 


Friday (9) in comes ‘Sea Hawk’ 


| (WB), which Warners is anxious to 


| 


get on pre-release dates, and Phil 
Spita!ny. 





—‘Our Town’ (UA). In here after a Cuse’ (U) and ‘Dr. Christian Meets ‘ ? and, in person, George Raft, Will Os- 
single session in the United Artists Women’ (RKO). See only $3,000, | borne, others. The show pounded | 
and not corralling anything better Slow. Last week ‘Daltons Ride’ (U) ’ 3 ? | down the stretch powerfully to fin- | @ 
than a headache at $3,500. Last and ‘Those Were the Days’ (Par), ish its first seven days at $48,000, | 
week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G), finished $4,300, fair. big, and on the holdover is show- | 


feur weeks in loop to good $5,900. 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-55- 
75)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and Gene 
Krupa band. Business upping into 
bright numbers currently, with the 
femmes banging down the doors to 


_the happy tune of $43,000. Will be 


: ‘Ss ? ‘Fli i iz is he rebound follow- j 
around for second stanza. Last week 32). ‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Flight An-| Pic biz is on t only around $25,000. It remains a 
‘ * (20th), plus Frank Par- gels (WB) (2d run). Expect fair | ing 12-day torrid spell, which ended | - . : a 
eee meary oS on stare, | $1,800. Last week “Torrid Zone’ | last mid-week. | second week, however. Doing a bet- | 


mild $28,500. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Satur- 
day’s Children’ (WB) (2d run). An- 
| ticipate fair $1,900. Last week ‘Ty- 
phoon’ (Par) and ‘Angel f-om Texas’ 
(WB) (2d run), $1,800, mild. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 


' (WB) and ‘40 Little Mothers’ (M-G) 
(2d run), $1,700. 





FORTE IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Aug. 6. 


Fronting the field currently for a 


fine Albee figure is ‘Pride and Preju-| hit ‘$32,000 or thereabouts with ‘The 


' ter business, although the cost of a | 


ing real route ability at about $35,- | 
House would like to hold a}! 
third week but Raft has to get back | 


000. 


to the Coast. 

‘Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ is 
failing to get the Capitol what was 
expected, indications pointing to 


stage show figures, the Roxy will 


' 
| 
; 


| 
| 


Pays In Omaha; 
‘Syr. OK $10,000 


—_— 


Omaha, Aug. 6. 


—‘Maryland’ (20th). Getting another dice.’ Palace is jogging along fairly | yjan I Married’ but won't hold. ‘Re- | (Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 
crack at the loop and going fer $4,- good with ‘When Daltons Rode.) turn of Frank James’ comes in Fri- | ..>¥inging into its ‘Back to Old 
00, so-so. Last week ‘Untamed’ ‘Turnabout,’ at Keith’s, also is in the! gay (g). | Show Methods’ exploitation with a 
Par), in second loop session, meagre lic ér- a er fairly good bracket. Lyric has a ““izitting close to $15,000 last week, | Vengeance, Tristates Theatres show 
$3,300. ; lagger in ‘Leopard Men of Africa. its first, the Walt Disney ‘Snow | 2 2oticeable upsurge of business this 
Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— Estimates for This Week White’ show, with four Academy | Week. ‘Boys From Syracuse,’ at Or- 
‘Was Adventuress’ (20th) and “, | pheum, will easily run to $10,000, 


Sammy Kaye's band. Latter account- 
ing for $18,000, best in a long time 
Last week ‘Florian’ (M-G) with 
house-built unit, fair $14,400. 


Swinging Balto 


Albee (RKO) (3.300; 39-47)—‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ (M-G). Fine $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Love Back’ (WB), good 





$11,000. 


(RKO) (2,000: 39-47) 





winning shorts, is continuing a hot 
boxoffice entry. On the holdover it 
will get $10,000 or close and may go 
a third week. 
With ‘Mortal (2d 


Storm’ run) on 


aided by a series of street ballyhoos 
by publicity chief Ted Emerson and 
which have given the town some- 
thing to giggle about. One item was 


i ‘ 

} Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66) ° | Capitol (TF . _ eee | tha ane wena: “DS oy .4q.| the Athesus Taxicab Co., a Greek 
*‘Daltons’ (U) and ‘Affairs’ (U). Ac- For Bi $7? i) Love Back (WB). | Tr “eo nb Pages de cag a image Ar gge chariot drawn by two mules in 
tion top-liner is bringing in a ? $4000 SS Too’ slightly better than it was the prior straw — and driver * — Casey- 
Par na aa “se ee (WB), held over for second week| week but still on the blue side at Negro. oe cae Ps ho ‘aon 

tens -# (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- ay Pigaed after initialing at Albee, nice $4,000. Fir se eon and traffic cops in Sowing robes. 

i 75)—Pago’ (UA) (2d wk). Holding . Baltimore, Aug. 6. Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—) 4,7 °° ee ee ee Omaha, with ‘Pago Pago,’ had 

3 to $5,500, so-so snatch, following take Return of cooler weather is havirg | ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Girls tributor of iceman ok ‘an a portable Hawaiian show on platform 

i of $9,300 last week. »-beneficial effect on most of the | of Road’ (Col), split with ‘Haunted 2 oi business-eetting P- loitation | Which paraded streets and wound 

i State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44) local b.o.s, with grosses inching up in| House’ (Mono) and ‘Hold Woman campaign ‘io ‘he an hoy g poonne | in front of theatre for old-fa- 

‘Wagons’ (Rep) and ‘Bowery Unit’) p-oportion. Way out front and fig-| (Prod). Okay $1,900. Same last onde Soinwe Jacke tat na OR ong shioned door baliy every night. 

i en stage. Combination is satisfac-| red to hang up a record is the week with ‘Babies Sale’ (Col) and licit head of the chaaden “ie ja a Estimates for This Week 

i tory at the turnstiles and looks for | ¢9mbo Hipp with Orrin Tucker’s|‘On Own’?(20th), split with ‘Black oan Me in Greek t Rie re Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25- 

$16,000, good. Last week, in the oreh and Bonnie Baker. Multiple Diamonds’ (U) and ‘Boys City pa aA around Boss ca shteas oat 40)—Pago Pago’ (UA) and ‘Private 

same groove of $16,700 for ‘Not S° shows are being squeezed in to ac-| (Mono). tention Nowenasar® ah pein Affairs’ (20th). Good $9,000. Last 
Tough’ (U) and Joe Sanders’ band | ¢gmmodate unbreaking line at wicket Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 39-47)—') ,,, : ? a ig week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) @d ‘Gam- 





very good, including a whole Damon 


on stage. both matinees and nights. ‘Turnabout’ (UA). Fairly good $4,- / ~ ;,. | bling Seas’ (WB), barely made $3,- 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; “also highly consistent is ‘Pride and| 500. Last week, ‘Maryland’ (20th) Runyon, column devoted to the pic- | 999, just fair. 


35-55-65-75 )—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M- 
G). Opened Saturday (3) and looks 
like money winner for the femme 
patronage. Heading to $14,000, bright. 
Last week ‘Our Town’ (UA), mild 
$7,500. 


Prejudice,’ at Loew’s Century, with 


daytime reaction extra good. 


| (2d run), all right $4,500. 
‘When | 


Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 39-47 )—‘Leop- 


the Daltons Rode,” in second week at ard Men’ (Select). N.s.h $3.000. Last 
Keith’s, also showing improvement! week ‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO), $1,500, 


with better weather. 
Estimates for This Week 


howe in many months. 


Runyon seldom has anything 
to say for films. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (34th week). And 
this ain’t kidding; last week (33d) the 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- 
40)—Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Sandy 
Lady’ (U). Good $10,000. Last week, 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Adventures’ 
(20th), $9,000. 


Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-|, Palace — (RKO) (2,600; 39-47)— | gross shot up to $8,800. Figure com- 95.35-49)—Drive Night’ (WB) and 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (28th wk). | 99-44)—'‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G).! Daltons Rode *(U an Fairly good $9,- pares with $7,200 the prior week. ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Sur- 
Rolling along and now figured to Holding highly pleasing gait to in- } 000. Last week, E ago (U A), poor C apitol (4,520: 25-40-55-75-$1 10- prising $5,800. Last week, $6,000 
run until Labor Day. Weekends re- dicated $10,000. Last week, ‘Pago’ $7,000. j $1.25) P aaa Hardy Meets Debutante State (Goldberg) (£00: 10-20-2 © ) ans 
Main strong to hold up gross. Rid- | (174), weathered excessive heat fair- | 7: yor Ss 24 |(M-G). Nothing more than a mod- ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and Son’ 


ing to around $5,000 currently, after 


ly well at $7,400. 


‘NEW MOON’ $17,000, 


erate draw is being shown by the 


‘My 
(UA), split with ‘Grand Opry’ (Rep) 


taking $5,500 last week. Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; latest Hardy; about $25,000 will be all. and ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G). Looks 

~——-- --- - 15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Cross Country | aphcn Ps lgga so much of it. Holds jipe $1500. Last week, ‘Raffles’ 

Vaude Ups ‘Man Talked’ Romance’ (RKO) and Orrin Tucker BEST IN BROOKLYN —— eless. Last week. second for (UA) and ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), 

} ind Bonnie Baker. Heading toward 7 el wr rae a ae eaten. split with ‘Black Diamond’ (U), 
} 5 ‘hammo $22,000. Opening with five eee 902, 9-20-09-09 ) ‘Sta +? P ‘B s Ove 

In Seattle to Big $9,800 eg Friday (2) and squeezing ‘Snow White’ (Disney-RKO) and Star Dust (20th) and ‘Bombs Over 


Seattle, Aug. 6. 
The slightly higher admission 
prices recently established here have 


: » , I ’ r t 2 ( re rer 5: he 7 37 

caused some complaints at the b.0.. bility. Last week, ‘Queen Destiny’|} Moon’ and ‘Captain Is Lady.’ RKO wll age ct aad 1h oy } My Ms (20th), split with ‘Wild Horse Range’ 

but when explained that it’s taxes (RKO) and vaude, poor $9,400. ¥ | Albee, with ‘Queen of Destiny’ and ee ae my ome y 9, >. a: (Mono) and ‘Joy of Living’ (RKO) 

that caused it, the customers stop Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15-|‘Dr. Christian Meet Women,’ and %93 "mirc ee ae ie + Wednesda: ] and ‘Secret Valley’ 

oat ie , malt soe . qT ; Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Military rGnescay Only, and secrer valcy 

demurring. Final result is in- 23-33-39-44)—‘Daltons Rode’ (U) (2d! Fabian Fox, with ‘Untamed’ and Academy’ (Col). Light $4.000 wil] (Cap), ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) and 

creased total. The downtown first wk). Showing anticipated improve-|‘You’re Nct So Hot’ are neck and eae ~ I aa , ok oenard Men’ ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Fair $1,300 
. , ry sees for the ¢ ‘ , weather : Sout. | sama De tops sast wee Mepe Mer sli ile S: ovr), ; 91,000, } 
first htt i — Bt ge = Aes paar Sate > — on ~ athe —_ posns- nesk. (Sel.),» the same. ‘ Last week, ‘Last Alarm (Mono), ; 

- ime in the t =——o a es — to nice 36,006 ante Kteacy pace | Fabian Paramount is off with ‘My Palace (1.700 95-35-55) Mary- ‘Red Butte’ (U), ‘Slightly Honor- j 
tory, even the vaudfilmer, Palomar, on opening round to $5,300 - |Love Came Back ‘and ‘Doomed to jand’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Dr. Chris- able’ (UA) plus Jenkins-Armstrong 
following suit on the 30-40-50c plan. New (Mechanic) (1.581; 15-28-35-)| pie» tian’ (RKO) (st pa a taled. Hit- fight, split with ‘Son Navy’ (Mono), ati 

>} < > ’ ar as hee ~- Tv -) lic aicjie’ of> ? ‘ai = ° "he fe . tidal i" ~ l AUagIea - il 4 shears . iNaY AV ( . ; j 

Incidentaly, he Patomel mee like | Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Fa - Estimates for This Week ting lowest in long time here, $6,000. | ‘Man Godfrey’ (U) and ‘Kid Santa | 
proving that generally folks like jxgh response to latest in_ series. Albee (RKO) (3.274: 25-35-50)— | poor cock waark Sen Sean ite dae ek Ses See ae 
Stage fare, especially in the pres- Should add up to $4,500; not a bad Albee eS a ee ppt pag riage Pe TA a el gs ww gyre ti 

. 4 : + ine : aati ‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO) and ‘Dr. (RKO) and ‘Man Talked Too Much’! (UA) and ‘On Own’ (20th), ordi- 
ence of dearth of topnotch filmers. geure for this limited seater Last; & : + : ; , . ? os “ . bee a 
This week ‘Midnight in Paris’ is ma i te } 1 of ‘Maryland’ (20th) Christiar Nomen (RKO) Se-so (WB), both 2d run, $7,300, still weak. nary $1,400 :4 

S ‘ » > la- \ mic I r ( INL< la PAG AI ’ ~ “ . ’ ¢ =. Me Oc Fe oof eee - 
jor reason for nice tak > which I 'd ts world preem here at, $15,000. Last week ‘Maryland’ (20th) Paramount (3,665; 25-35-55-84-99) Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- ; : 
A tae pte ; rs , ‘ Cee ee ee and ‘Sailors Lady (20th) good ‘Syracuse’ (U) and Xavier Cugat, berg) (950-600-300: 25) ‘Edison | 
~ ) ] nS | 
Maisie’ moves from the Fifth to $1.10, added mild $3,200 to okay tota $17,000 Allan Jones, Irene Herve; Ray | Man’ (M-G) and ‘21 Days’ (Col) 
the Blue Mouse; Liberty is making of $13,300 for previous brace. Te ee , On ons Pech a dee ‘ Rass ME Pe 5 + ita eat = a ty mt 5 
i : "6 Dagn’: ‘Tel > emede 2990. 15_99_< Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50) Bolger (2d week). Begins holdover § split with ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G) 
a big noise over ‘Pago Pago’; ‘Debu- Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- ‘Untamed’ (Par) and “Not Tough’ |today (Wednesday) ‘after socking|‘Saps Sea’ (UA) and ‘Girl 312 
tante’ has plenty of zip for a fourth 55)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (3d wk). ntamea al é na oe | ea ee y) ar cKing | ‘Saps ea’ (UA) anc yirl 313 
ante af Guile tee for the week's Highly satisfactory $7,000 indicated (WB). Uneventful $15,000. Last through in championship form to! (20th) Fair $1,100 Last week, 
4 V eK S ighly sx sfact ait é Aah. a ry ans fc aol a x = “was neue pt , om 4 
highlights. aft er very punchy total of $21,100 for week ‘Devil's Island’ (WB) and $51,000 on seven days ending last ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), ‘Star Dust 


Estimates for This Week 


in six on Sat. and four on Sun. (2 
p.m. opening), biz is best in moons. 
New house record a deéc'ded possi- 


preceeding two weeks, which had 





| Brooklyn, Aug. 6. 
| Top money-getter this stanza is 
Loew's Metropolitan, showing ‘New 


‘Gambling Seas’ (WB), okay $14,900. 


four Disney shorts (2d-final week) 
Maintaining a very steady pace and 
$10,000 or close will be obtained on 


night (Tuesday). Very snappy busi- 


London’ (State Right), $1,800 
Town (Goldberg) (1.500: 10-20-25) 
‘Code Cactus’ (Cap), ‘Girl in 313’ 
(20th) and ‘So This Is London’ 


(20th), split with ‘Love Honor’ (U), 


: ee Sts sretesicgt : te bear’ Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— ness for this time of year. Last ‘On Own’ (20th) and ‘Bombs Lon- 
(850. oy anes , Hamrick-Evergreen) stretch of boiling weather to contend) 724,” moon’ (M-G) and ‘Captain |week ‘Untamed’ (Par) and Louis |don’ (State Right), crawled. over 
(M-G) and ‘W Who Are Youne’ = a ee ee | Lady’ (M-G). Good $17,000. Last Armstrong-Ethel Waters combina- $1990 on sizzling weather. 
(M-G) a oa Fifth doing ncipes |week ‘Susan (M-G) and ‘Love em :... person, only $25,000, just ie aa a a sane S 
, 1 fai male (20-40) ‘ *fe 9? | Honer’ (U), good $16,500. , breaking even. ; : op 
Gare Wane Tce aed tr Die. Some More Spitfire | Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 25-35-' Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- PROJECTIONIST-MAYOR 
ney sh nag Id ni Bs fo a “+ | 50)—‘Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Doomed | 60-84-99-$1.65)—"Pago Pago’ (UA) Columbus, Aug, 6. 
3000 orts held nine days for dana) | Die’ (Mono). Quiet $14,500. Last and stage show. Struggling to get L. G. ‘Lafe’ Wareham, Loew’s Ohio 
ae P ‘ , iweek ‘Chos ‘eakers’ (Par) anc $60,000 but doubtful of making ojectionist, was elected mayor of 
Col amr - Ev een) Hollywood, Aug. 6. | week ‘Chost Breaker. ar) and to $6 Z projectionist, y 
(1,900; 21-35)" Waterioe ridge Lupe Velez inked a four-picture |‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) (2d wk), | that goal, poor. Last pmo fourth Valleyview, local suburb, at a spe- 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Strange Case’ ‘tend to continue the ‘Mexican Spit- | Dice oe ae 20:8n-e A eager cn Ad es feasy ee cial election last Thursday. Has 
ssane. i, Tun).. Anticipate big fire’ series at RKO with Leon Errol. | Giris ‘Road’ (Cc 1) ‘and thao ther $A somontow (Thurs.) pen been in a booth for 25 years. 
‘6 > ~ >» a) ~ s) ¢ Wh YovCls > >). : in 
pace a ax tg - ——, ogee Currently the team is filming ‘Mex-|wr Reeder’ (Mona). Mild $4,000. Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Prison Was one of the village's aoe 
“ (2d run) eight day. $3700 biz, | ican Spitfire Out West,’ second of the! Last week ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB) Camp’ (Col). No more than $5,000, Porators, and this is his first public 
Fifth yt (Hamrick-iever- | group. land ‘Opened Mistake’ (Par), ditto. soggy, indicated. ‘Doomed to Die’ office. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 


7, 1940 





° b ‘Wolf 
- Lands’ (RKO), so-so $700. 
S er I] | Lineein (Paramount-Cooper) 
* ’ —— ’ ie 10-25-35-40) —‘Daltons Rode’ 


$4300, Syracuse, 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

For the first time in some weeks 
¢here’s a clean sweep in the loop 
narv a holdover—excepting the sure- 
seater Esquire, which is retaining 
the reissued ‘Sky Devils.” Two of 
the newcemers, ‘Boys From Syra- 
cuse’ and ‘Maryland,’ at Orpheum 
znd State, respectively, loom as of 
moderate boxoffice importance 
Trailers include ‘21 Days Together,’ 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ and ‘Cross-Coun- 
iry Romance.’ 

Cooler weather is a break for the 
shewhouses, but the usual opposition 
headache turns up again—this time 
in the form of the Roller Derby 
which is drawing 10,000 nightly-— 
many of them undoubtedly potential 
theatre patrons—into the Audito- 
rium. Ringling’s circus, here Mon- 
Gay and Tuesday (5 and 6), no help, 
either. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Girls Road’ (Col) and ‘Can't Give 
Anything but Love’ (WB), dual first- 


runs, split with ‘Gambling High 
Seas’ (WB) and ‘LaCenga Nights 
(U). also first-runs. Fair $1,700. 


Last week ‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) 
and ‘Millionaires Prison’ (RKO), 
dual first-runs, split with ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian Women’ (RKO) and ‘Manhattan | 


+ 


$4500, Both N. G. 


‘LOVE BACK’ OKAY 
$4,500 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Aug. 6. 

‘Boys frem Syracuse’ and ‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ are out front here 
this week. but continued heat wave 
is still showing a marked effect at 
the b.o. 

‘My Love Came Back’ is having a 
nice week at the Warner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew's State (Loew's) (2,600; 10- 
33-44 )— Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). 
Drew good notices, but trade is only 
about average for house, prebably | 
$5.700. Last week ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ | 
(M-G), $4.000, fairish under cir- | 
cumstances. | 





Warner « Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—Love Back’ (WB). Romance well | 
liked. Looks like around $4,500, not | 
bad. Last week ‘Million B. C.’ (UA), 
$2,500, terrible. 

New Malco ‘Lightman) (2,800; 10- | 
33-44)—'Boys Syracuse’ (U). Maybe | 
to $5,800, average. 
tamed’ (Par), five days, ‘Chump at 
Oxford’ 
showing cf ‘Boys,’ $4,500, fair. 

Loew's Palace (Loew) 


Heartache’ (20th), $1,500, fair. | 33-44)—‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO), four 


Century (Par-Singer) 1,600; 28- 
39-44)—‘21 Days’ (Col). Mixe © opin- 
ions regarding this one. Leigh-Oli- 


- vier team, however, bringing in some 


customers. Heading for light $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Heaven, Too’ (WB) (3d 
wk), good $3,500, making fine $17,500 
for three-week run. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Sky 
Devils’ (UA) (reissue) (2d wk). This 
one has demonstrated vitality. Looks 
like satisfactory $800. First week, 
$1,200, good. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Series’ 

opularity and Ann Sothern’s fol- 
owing on increase. Mild $2,000 in 
prespect. Last week ‘Windy Pop- 
lars’ (RKO), $2,000, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 28- 
39-44)—‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). Laughs 
its chief stock in trade and they're 
very much of an asset these days. 


‘days, and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), 
'three days. Will do well to nab $2,- 
|500. Last week ‘Pago Pago’ (Par), 
| $3,500, poor. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—Lillian Russell’ (20th) (2d run), 
'three days, ‘Blondie Servants’ (Col), 
i'two days and ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
'(Par), two days. May tcetal $1,500. 
Last week ‘Dr. Wife’ (20th) (2d run), 
three days, ‘Sandy Lady’ (U), two 
days, and ‘Prairie Law’ (RKO), two 
days, the same. 


McCOY ORCH UPS 
LOVE’ 70.96 





However, film won't better light | 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Pago’ (UA), 
$4,000, light. 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—‘Maryland’ (20th). Has had con- 
siderable publicity and good notices, 
but is n.g. at $4,300. Last week, 
*‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
fine $7,200 after very big $11,000 


first week. 

Uptown (Par) (28-39)—‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showing. Traveling at pretty good 
$3,000 clip. Last week ‘Doctor Wife’ 
(Col), first 
$3.400, good. 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55) — ‘Cross-Country Ro- 
mance’ (RKO). Just lightweight fare 
and a filler-in. Hardly suited for 
type of patronage attracted to this 
house. Being yanked after four days 
to poor $400. ‘I Married Adventure’ 
(Col) opens today (Tuesday). Last 
week ‘All Flesh’ (Par), $1,309, light. 


Buff. on Upbeat; ‘Pride’ 
OK 146, ‘Scatterbrain’ 
And Vaude Nice 116 


Buffalo, Aug. 6. 

Downtown boxoffices are holding 
the healthy tone which began to 
manifest itself last week. More po- 
tent screen and stage fare seems to 
be offsetting the sweltering weather, 
and the tallies are in considerably 
higher gear. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ at Buffalo, is 
the session’s champ tugger, although 
Milt Britton’s band and ‘Scatter- 
brain’ seems to be following along 
fast at the 20th Ce ntury, 

Estimates for This Week 








Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-40-60) 
“Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Maintain- 
ing stout pace for probably over 
$14.000. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 


CWB). hit better than $15,000 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
— ‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d run) 
Should trap $6,000, fair. Last week 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and ‘Gold 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G), fair $6,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Hell 
Below’ (M-G) and ‘Western Stars’ 
(Par). Regulation dual will turn ’em 
over for $5,500. Last weck, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Grand 
Ole Opry’ (Rep), $4,500, fairish. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
— Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘He’s Mak- 
ing Eyes’ (U). Noticeable improve- 
ment, maybe $5,000. Last week, 
“Married Adventure’ (Col) and 
‘Girls Road’ (Col), poor $4,000. 
20th Century (Dipson>Basil) 
000;  35-50)—‘Scaiterbrain’ 
and Milt Britton band in ‘Crazy 
Show of 1940’ on stage. Good enter- 
tainment for hot weather. Looks to 
snag dandy $11,000. Last week, 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and ‘Fugitive 
Justice’ (WB), up from estimates but 
only passable at $5,000, 


(3.- 


neighborhood shcwing, | 


(Rep) | 


IN K.C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 6. 


Situation along theatre row is 
pepped up a bit by the improved 
strength of bills, but the heat wave 
is still making it a tough go. Tower, 
with Clyde McCoy’s band on stage, 
is okay, and Midland, with ‘Pride 
;}and Prejudice’ the draw, is having 
'a happier turn. The Newman is in 
| the swing with upped returns frem 
‘Great McGinty,’ which got a good 
advance buildup and_ favorable 
notices. Fox Midwest houses follow 
through in fair shape with ‘Boys 
from Syracuse’ on a Saturday cpen- 
ing. 

After daily readings of 100 and 
over, town got some clouds over the 
weekend, but humidity lingered and 
j relief was comparatively light. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). Opened Satur- 
day (3). 
six days. 
(U). neat 

Midland 
‘Pride Prejudice’ 
Are Young’ (M-G). Around $11,000 
wil] be best in some weeks. Last 
week, ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Million B.C.’ (U), average $8,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44 )—Great McGinty’ (Par). Got 
an extra buildup and getting $5,800, 
good. Last week, ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB), so-so $5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30)— 
‘Love, Honor’ (U), with Clyde Mc- 
Coy’s orch on stage, following a two- 

in the Terrace Grill, de- 


$7.200. 
(Loew’s) (10-28-44) — 
(M-G) and ‘We 


week stand 


luxe dinner spot at $1 minimum. 
Band pulling sweet $9,000 consider- 
ably up from past few weeks. Last 
week, ‘Cross Country Romance’ 


(RKO) and vaude, se-so $5,700. 


‘Laugh Week’ Idea Pays 


Off in Lincoln at $3,700 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 6. 
| (Best Exploitation: Stuart) 


‘Laugh week’ billing for the Stuart, | 


everything sordid being cleaned out 


|for money on the street this week. 
It's drawing more patronage to ‘My 
Love Came Back’ than the pic could 
haul in the regulation manner. 

| Quick booking of ‘When the Dal- 


tons Rode,’ following up on the near- | 


by Coffeyville, Kas., preem, is help- 
ing. 
Kstimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble Federer) 
(750: 10-15)—East Side Kids’ (Mono) 


| and ‘South Border’ (Rep), split with 
‘Main Street Lawyer’ (Rep) and 
‘Stranger Texas’ (Col). Light $700. 


‘Last week ‘Wild Bill’ (Col) and 
,‘Grandpa Town’ (Rep), split with 


Last week ‘Un- 


(UA), two days, plus pre- | 


| 


Likely to see fair $6,000 in 
Last week, ‘Daltons Rode’ | 


New York’ (Rep) and ‘Bad 


(1.- 
503; 


'«U). Action piece rushed in for fear 
later play may prove fatal. Kids 
biting. Appears headed for $3,800, 
not bad. Last week ‘Maryland’ 


(20th ),. $3,900. oke. 

Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- 
936: 10-20-25)—‘Llano Kid’ (Par) and 
‘Opened Mistake’ (Par), split with 
‘Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘Can't Fool 
Wife’ «*RKO). Okay $2,000. Last 
week ‘Wouldn't Talk’ (20th) and ‘Ad- 
venture Diamonds’ (Par) split with 
‘Viva Cisco’ (20th) and ‘Women 
Names’ (Par), good $2,400 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884- 


10-25-40)—‘Love Back’ (WB). Sold 
on ‘Laugh Week’ basis, and good. 
Hitting $3.700. ‘Untamed’ (Par) 
opens today (Tuesday). Last week | 
‘Seventeen’ (Par), $2,700, poor. 
Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,107; 
10-20-25)—‘Blondie Trouble’ (Col) 


and ‘Tomboy’ (Mono). Nice $2,600. 
Last week ‘Married Adventure’ (Col), 
Jenkins-Armstrong fight and ‘Escape 
Paradise’ (RKO), fair $2,200. 





‘PAGO, $8,500, 


COLD IN PITT: 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. 


Arrival of cooler weather has 


(: - 10 | brought a noticeable spurt in down- 
2.200; -|town biz, and conditions generally 


look a bit healthier at the moment. 
Town is slowly getting up full steam 
again, with the Fulton, down for 
couple of months, reopened, and the 
Senator, which has been shuttered 
for summer, getting ready to go in 
a few weeks. 

Stanley's the current leader by a 
wide margin, ‘They Drive By Night’ 
packing a b.o. wallop and certain to 
hold at either Warner or Ritz. At 
Alvin, Walt Disney Festival is doing 
land-office mat biz, but falling off 
at night, which will still give it a 
| satisfactory take. Ritz has no com- 
|plaints with ‘Andy Hardy Meets 
| Debutante’ on third downtown week, 
picture having previously played 
Penn for fortnight. 
| by with second week of ‘When Dal- 





| tons Rode,’ limiting h.o. to four days, | 


| however, and Warner is looking up, 
| too, with ‘Tom Brown's School Days’ 
|and ‘Sporting Blood.’ 
| getting nowhere. ‘South 
| Pago’ taking a ride from crix and 
| being passed up by public. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
Disney Festival (RKO). ‘Snow 
| White’ and the prize-winning shorts 
| packing ‘em in afternoons, but not 
much doing after dark. Mat trade 
big enough, however, to insure pro- 
fitable $4,500. Last week, ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep) and ‘Faces West’ (Rep), 
yanked after six days to poor $3,000. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde (1,700; 25-40)— 
| ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) H.o. for western, 
| but only for four days in second 
| week. 


Abbreviated session looks 
| like $2,200, not bad. Last week, 
| Okay $4,500. 
| Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 


50)—-"Pago Pago’ (UA). Got the bird 
| from the press and the public’s giv- 
ing it treatment en absentia. Will 
| be lucky to crack $8,500, which is 
plenty in the doghouse at this spot. 
| Last week, second of ‘Andy Hardy’ 


| (M-G), very good $9.500. 

| Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G). Has enough left to 
account for $3.500, excellent. Last 


| week. ‘Heaven Too” (WB), good $3,- 
200 after two weeks at Stanley. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-35-50)— 
|‘Drive Night’ (WB). B.o. natural 
headed for wallopy $15,000. Will 
make a second week at one of the 
h.o. sites. Last week, ‘Love Back’ 
(WB). better than satisfactory at 
$12,000 on rave reviews and word-of- 
mouth. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)—‘Tom 
Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Sporting Blood’ 
(M-G). Above average dual for this 
spot and doing above average biz. 
That means around $4,600. Last week, 
‘Million B. C.”” (UA) and ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian Women’ (RKO), way off at $3,- 
100. 





Tito Schipa 
Continued from page 2! 


given the cold shoulder by local art- 
ists. Nine of them signed - petition 


ssed out because 





that he be t« 
‘patriotic 


asking 
their 


sentiments were in- 
jured’ by the Schipa ‘offense,’ which 
was, in effect, the hiring of a for-| 


eigner for a national holiday affair. 
Board of the Colon, all rich, honor- 


|ary appointees, rebuked the artists, | 
of the program, is the cleverest hunt | 


said there was no questioning the 
;board’s patriotism. Petitioners were 
told they could cancel their con- 
ltracts if desired. 

Those signing were Clara Oydelo, 
Amanda Cetera, Emma Brizzio, Car- 
{man de !a Vega, Sara Menkes, Sara 
|Cesar, H. Conalez Alisedo, Pedro 
Mirassou and Marcelo Urizar. 
| Singer was hired to do series for 
| Radio Belgrano here after opera in 
| Rio and Sao Paulo and a session 
{with the Colon. Deal is said to be 
| wavering as a result of unfavorable 
i reaction, 


Fulton getting | 


Only Penn is | 
of Pago} 





‘OUR TOWN’, $4,000, 
GOOD IN MONTREA 


Montreal, Aug. 6. 


Picture of the week here currently 
is ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ which will 
click on femme ;opularity and is 
pacing for fine $8,000. Balance will 
be so-so, except ‘Our Town,’ good 
for nice $4,000. 

Estimates. for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 25-45-55)— 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). 
from start for $8,000. Last week, 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G), disappointing 


$6,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Tom Brown's’ (RKO) and ‘Pop 


Pays’ (RKO). Fair $4,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Way All Flesh’ (Par) 
and ‘Those Days’ (Par), down at 
| $3,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Good 
$4,000, after satisfactory $6,000 last 
week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)— 
‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Double Alibi’ 





(U). Not over $3,000 likely. Last 
week, ‘Millionaire Playboy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Anne Windy Poplars’ (RKO), 


faded to $2,800. 


Orpheum (IND) (1.100; 25-40-50) 
—Our Town’ (UA). Good $4,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Hitler’ (GN), 


h.o., poor $1,200. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—-‘Paradis Perdu’ (6th 
wk). Summer filler that has been 
grossing around $600 past two weeks 
and should make about that figure 
currently. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 
25-34)—‘Roman d'un Tricheur’ and 
‘Route Imperiale.’ Pacing for sea- 
sonal $3,000. Last week, ‘Roman 
Jeune Homme Pauvre’ and ‘Ballets 
Loie Fuller,’ $2,800, good enough. 








Census Figures 


|| Continued from page 4___] 








|of the gross. In other words, film 
theatres in centers of more than 250.- 
000 population, containing only 23.5% 
|of ail the inhabitants of America, 


bill. 

In a further breakdown, the 
ports show that 26.8% of all theatres 
in the U.S.A. (16,000 plus) are lo- 
cated in cities of 100,000 or mere in- 
habitants. These theatres account 
for 55.6% of the total receipts, 49.2°; 
of the total number of employees, 





Clicking | 


| collect 44.7% of the annual boxoffice | 


re- 





San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
| “They Drive By Night’ attracting 
'attention at the Fox, and ‘Pride ang 
| Prejudice’ (M-G) is warranting its 
, holdover at Warfield. 
| Fears which caused 20th-Fox to 
switch titles on ‘Man I Married’ 
(20th) are not materializing here, 
| film doing average for its type. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 33-39-44)-. 
| ‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Faces West’ 
| (Rep), Extra space helped get this 
| off to flying start, with dandy $20.- 
| 000 in view. Last week, ‘Gold Rush 
| Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Golden Gloves’ 
| (Par), not up to expectations at $11,- 


000. 

Golden Gate (RKO (2,850: 39-44) 
‘Villain Pursued Her’ (RKO) and 
| vaude. Despite terrific campaign, 
| world premiere failed to make much 
|of a dent. About $11,000 best to be 
'expected. Last week, ‘Millionaires 
Prison’ (RKO) went down the line 
| for about the same figure. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 33-39-44) 
— Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Military 
| Academy’ (Col). Did $11,500 on first 
week and stays. A little less than 
| expected, but best sesh house as had 
in weeks. Current stanza will draw 
$7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 33-39- 
44)—‘Man Married’ (20th) and ‘Man- 
hattan Heartbeat’ (20th). No specia 
reaction to Nazi angle here. Aver- 
age $10,000 due. Last week, ‘Mery+ 
land’ (20th) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
(20th) annexed $6,000, a little under 
anticipations. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470:- 38-39- 
44) — ‘Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Gloves’ (Par). Moveover from Fo 
;should garner about $4,000, fairis 
Last week, ‘Man Talked’ (WB) and 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep), same. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35¢ 
55-75)—‘Our Town’ (UA). “Heavy 
campaign behind this one, but Ja 
of young folks holding it to soasiall 
| $9,500. st week, third-final stanz 


i 





| ‘Turnabout’ (UA), about $5.00 
okay. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 33-39-44) 


—‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) (2d wh:). Second 
| stanza which should do a nice $7.000, 
‘okay after first got $13,000, helped 
| by carriage trade. 


‘RAMPARTS FINE 
$70,500 IN 15 
WASH. DAYS 





|and 59.7% of the total payroll. While | 


|more than half (53.25) of the mo- 
| tion picture theatres are in places of 
\less than 10,000 inhabitants, they ac- 
| count for only 18.9% of the total re- 
|ceipts, 24.5% of the total employ- 
|ment, and 15.5% of the total payroll. 
Numerically, picture theatres, next 
| to billiard and poo! parlors and bowl- 
ing alleys, lead all other places of 
{amusement in the country. Bureau 
|listings include amusement parks, 
baseball, football, sports and athletic 


fields; bathing beaches (other than 
| municipally owned), dancehalls, 
{horse and dog racetracks, skating | 


rinks and other categories. 
| Film house 
| three-quarters of 
{pended for all forms of entertain- 
|ment. Figures show that picture 
{theatres represent 31.9% of all 
| places of amusement, and account for 


all the cash 


17.7% of the total gross receipts, 
59% of the total number of em- 
ployees, and 644% of the total 
; amusement payroll Billiard and 


| pool parlors and bowling alleys ac- 


count for only 6.2% of total public 
expenditures, 13.3% of total em- 
ployees, and 6.7% of total payroll. 
Census Bureau analysts, with an 
almost unlimited amount of statisti- 


cal dala on 
tication 


which to base 
and chart 
that the film industry. 
course of development 
experience of 
find its 
building 


prognos- 
trends, declare 
if its future 
follows the 
business, will 
for growth in 
small towns 


general 
greatest field 
patronage in 
| and rural areas. Without benefit of 
j}any intensive research beyond the 
mere tabulations, it is said that the 
most likely deterrent to increased re- 
ceipts from the smaller communities 


(under 10,000 population) is the pre- 


| Vailing type of film theatre structure 
| which has not kept pace with the 
;community tastes. In this connec- 


| tion, officiais point to the substantial | 


growth in the merchandising of 
| drugs, cosmetics and noveliies as re- 
'sult of a better and improved type 
lof retail establishments in the drug 
| industry. 

On the question whether merchan- 
| dising of films, or operations of the- 
atre chains, has any bearing on the 
i backward showing or rural theatres, 


also account for nearly 
ex- | 





Washington, Aug. @. 

Four new ones this week and of] 
one is disappointing. Easy tops § 
Rarlé, 


|‘My Love Came Back’ at 
| helped by much-ballyhooed final en 
| gagement of Red Skelton, local fay 
| vorite, before going to the Coast fot 
| Metro. Second is ‘Pride and Prejus 
| dice’ at Palace, straight pic spot, 

‘Man I Married,’ at Capitol, big 
Loew's vauder, is under avera e, 
while ‘I Married Adventure,’ Osa 
Johnson’s jungle thriller, is more 
profitable at the Met. ‘Ramparts We 
| Watch,’ which bowed handsomely 
last week with hefty world premiere 
| bally, is a h.o. at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Man I Married’ (20th) and vaude. 
Advance buildup stayed clear of Nati 
langle, so critics who discovered it 
cold all emphasized it. Result, with 
ino help from stage, is light $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Gold Rush Maizie’ (M-G) 
— vo benefited from third week 

oidover at opposition Ear fo ic 
$18.50. pp on Earle for nice 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 28-44)— 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Back after two good weeks at Palace 
and will hit nice $5,500. Last week, 
‘Safar’ (Par) (2d run), passable 
$4,000. 

Earle. (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66) 
‘Love Back’ (WB) and vaude. Hailed 
as good fun and with final engage- 
ment of Red Skelton before going to 


Coast it’s leading town with good 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 
(WB) (3d wk) and vaude, profitable 
$13,000. ° 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Slipning but will finish with 


| Oke $7,500 for eight days. Last week 
|Ssame pic rode on world premiere 
bally for big $13,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Married 
Adventure’ (Col). Heading into good 
| $5,500. Last week, ‘Tom Brown’ 
| (RKO), oke $4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Solid $16,- 
;000. Last week, ‘Maryland’ (20th), 
| fair $13,000. 


39-55 )— 





| the Census Bureau has no comment. 
One official said that that point had 
| been studied by another Government 
agency. He referred to the anti- 
trust division at the Department of 
Justice. 


aj 


Drive Night’ Heads for Good $20,000 
In Frisco; Anti-Nazi Pic OK $10,000 
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Biz Improves as Philly Cools; ‘Pride’ 


Fine $18,000, Daltons Aim for $11,500. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6 
Downtown tills are fast reviving” 
from the heat wave that’s been 
stifling the b.o., with the weekend 
bringing the first real relief. If the 


thermometer continues to behave. 
Boyd is headed for a fancy $18,009 
with ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ and 
Keith's is sure to set a high wate: 
mark with some $8,200 on a second 
rua of “All This, and Heaven Too.’ 

A competing factor crops up 
Thursday (8) when sports promote 
Ray Fabiani turns ice show impres- 
ario at his outdoor Philadelphia 
Gardens, but it’s too early to tell 
what effect it may have on film the- 
ates 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Way of Flesh’ (Par) 
Fairish $1,100 fer three days, ‘Andy 
Hardy Meets Deb’ (M-G) taking 
over Monday (5). Last week, ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par), swell $3,400 for 
third run in face of heat. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Figures on 
fine $18,000 to lead the town. Last 
week, “Heaven Too’ (WB), held up 
fairly well with $11,900 for second 
W sal 

Earle (WB) (4,000; 35-46-57-63 )— 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U). Riding nicely 
for a horse opry at this house with 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) 
turned out to be too tame with mild 
$7,000 total. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-638) — 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) (2d wk). Plenty 
strong with $11,300 in sight. Last 


week led field with $15,500. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
— Pago Pago’ (UA) (2d run). Doing 
30-30 $3,400, after only a fairish 
showing before moving over to this 


| prospe 


| Prejudice’ 





“PRIDE AND PREJUDICE’ 


FINE $13,000 IN PROV. 


Providence, 
isn’t the humidity, 
hereabouts 
2ctive = film 
About the best 
tepping 


Aug. 6. 
it’s the 
that helps keep 

n customers away. 

in town, and that is 

along nicely, is ‘Pride and 
at Loew’s State. 

‘Boys from Syracuse’ is 


If it 


product 


only s0-so 


at Majestic, while "Golden Gloves’ at ! 


| Strand is drawing very weakly. 


| Live’ 


(3d run). | 


| (Mono). 


Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
3)'— Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Ladies 
(WB) (2d run). Looks like 
only 30-so $1,500. Last week, ‘Hell 
Below’ (M-G) and ‘Can't Fool Wife’ 
(RKO), poor $1,000. 

Fay'’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)— 
‘Ranger Lady’ (Rep) and ‘On Spot’ 
Picking up slightly for fair 





| $2,800 Last week, ‘Wagons West- 
ward’ (Rep) and ‘Special Inspector’ 
(Rep), fair $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) 
‘Syracuse’ (U) and “Fugitive Justice’ 
(WB). Public not going for this one 
to any great extent and take will 
be around fair $6,000. Last week, 


‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ 
(WB), fair $6,000. 
State (Loew) 
‘Pride Prejudice’ 


(3,200: 28-39-50)— 
(M-G) and ‘We Are 


| Young’ (M-G). Only one in town 
doing business, helping self to swell 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Pago’ (UA) and 
‘Captain Lady’ (M-G), fair $8,000. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) and ‘Opry’ 
(Rep). Pacing to very slow $3,500. 


| L ast 


house. Last week, ‘Love’ Back’ 
(WB). poor $2,800. 

Keith's (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-63) | 
—Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d run) 


Headed for house record, the temple 
being air-conditioned in its favor to 
click off a hefty $8,200. Last week 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G), mei 
meazre $3,600 for second run 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-63) 
—Man Married’ (20th). Not much 
crowing on this opus, with the bes! 
a poor $9,800 Last week, ‘Mary- 
land’ (20th), not much better at $11,- 
OD 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-63) 
—Man Talked Much’ (WB). Sugary 
$5.3800 coming up. Last week, ‘Not 
Sv Tough’ (U), under par with 
$3,509 


——_7 ~~ 


No L’ville Winners; 
Syracuse’ Fair 66, 
Ditto ‘Pride’, $5,500 


Louisville, Aug. 6 
Heat is still pretty potent and none 
wf the 
In any grosses werth bragging about 
Night baseball at Parkway Field 
is drawing heavily on patrons look- 
ing for nocturnal entertainment. The 
Louisville Colonels are pulling at- 
tendance that compares favorably 
with crowds at some major league 
Z4aimes, and this is beund to have 
sume effect on pic house attendance 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Daltons Rode’ (U) 
and “Hold Woman’ (Prod. Rel.). Con- 
tinued from Rialto and just icping 
along for mild $1,700 Last week, 
‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat’ (20th), weak $1,400 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 


Jjowntown houses is turning 


—Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Dark 
Command’ (Rep), split with “Those 
Days’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par) 
Cooling system and mirrored front 
at2 enticing patrons to relax and 

ot off Pointing to okay $1,600 
Last week, ‘Benny Rides’ (Par) and 
‘Many Husbands’ (Col), nice $1,509 
Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15 
3-40 )—*Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Heading 
for fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Pago’ 
UA) and ‘Babies Sale’ (Col », $5,400 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Love Back’ (WB). Bring- 


ing in some femme trade and should 


manage satisfactory 2,800 Last 
week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), third 
stanza, okay $2,700. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,409; 15 
3)- 49)—"Boys Syracuse’ (U) and 

Millionaires Prison’ (RKO). Pulling 
'n some night biz, but mats are slow 
Aiming at fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat’ (20th), pretty good $6,500 
and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth 
15-30-40 )—‘Se- 
‘Face. Wes 


Avenue) (1,400: 
tterbrain’ (Rep) and 
(Rep). Indicates 
around $2,000, light. Last week, 
cuss Country Remance’ (RKO) 
aid ‘Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO), 
$2,500, sub-medium. 


week, ‘Girls Road’ (Col) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col), fair $4,400. 


DRIVE BY NIGHT 
HEFTY $19,00 
IN HUB 


Boston, 


Aug. 6. 








Spiritualists 


Continued from page 3 
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other night with 
Sam promise of cooperation 

Same cculd be done with 
Per now passed on, 
| lisher- -pressagent contends. 
an ordinary seance usually calls in 
friends and relatives of persons who 


‘other side’ 


the pub- 


L.A. Shows Little Hitler Interest, So 
‘Man Married’ Droops to $16,500; 
McGinty -Yaude, $13,500, Others NG 


other | 


| 
| 


Whereas | 


| are present, famous folk out of the | 








; | 
coming | 


‘They Drive by Night’ Is 
through with a surprising load of 
eoin at the Met and leads the list of | 


week. ‘Boys from 
Memorial, and 
Debutante,” in 


sers here this 
th SY 
Meets 


ros 
Syracuse,” at 
Andy Hardy 
its second week at 
State. are also on the 

Keith Boston will open 
x vaude early this year, having 
Hooked in Orrin Tucker and Bonnie 
Baker for a full stanza, starting Aug. 
15. at tilted prices. House, 
week, will regularly play vaude 
jays and dual pix 
it lower scale (55e 
full weeks of name 
Dilaved during the season 
talent is available 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 
‘South Karanga’ (U) 
(U) Alming at 
Last veek, ‘Millionaires 
(RKO) and ‘Black Diamond’ 
dual, $5,300 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 
‘Maryland’ (20t <9 and 
Gloves’ (Par) ‘(both continued 
from the Met) Headed for 
$4.000 Last week, ‘Heaven 
(WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) 
continued run from two weeks 
Met), $5,500. good 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907; 
39.44-55)—Bovs Syracuse’ (U) 
‘Outsider’ (Alliance). Slightly 
par, around $14,000 indicated 
week, ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and 
Poplars’ (RKO), $9,500, off 

Metropolitan (M&P») (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) Drive by Night’ (WB) and 
Ladies Must Live’ (WB). Aiming at 
hefty 319.000. Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), 
$19,500, n.2z 

Orpheum (Loew) 

Hardy Del (M-G) 

(M-G) (2d wk) 


‘ond 


strong side. 


four 


top). Occasional 
shows will be 
when such 


and 
tive’ 
(U), 
28-39-44-55) 
*( rolden 

run 
weak 
Too’ 


at 


28- 
and 
above 
Last 
‘Windy 


(2.900: 28-39-44- 
ind 
Will 
frame, 


$29,000 


? putante 

aay 

take about $14,509 Tor 

‘90d. Same combo hauled tn 

for initial frame 
Paramount (M&P) 


Captain L 


(1.797: 


tepid $5,000. | 
Prison’ | 


the Orpheum and | 


its season |} 


after that | 


three days weekly | 


past would be recalled over the air 





reek jaunt ~ Ww 
to Chicago and tied cities 
confer with leading mediums Bo 


might form the broadcast circle. 
Plan has worked out on limited 
scale with talk-back system’ in 
Pressing’s air-conditioned basement 
seance chamber, he says. Spirits that 


have wished to speak with those not | 
| We Watch’ and ‘Pop Always Pays,’ 
' at Orpheum, second. 


in 
on 


in circle waited 
upstairs office, 


while Pressing, 
called person 


phone, then held phone to talk-back | 
Rialto, are nicely above average. 


speaker while spirit and other per- 


ison chatted. 


Pressing went on ‘We the People’ 
about a year ay» te tell of his con- 
version to } aNenaation. 


SYRACUSE AT 
$7,900 S0-S0 IN 
INDPLS. 


Indianapelis, Aug. 6. 

Even the reopening of the deluxe 
Indiana, 3,100-seater, couldn’t lure 
the natives into the downtown cav- 
erns against the appeal of the 
beaches during a record-breaking 
hot spell. While product i; nothing 
to brag about, fact that houses are 
plugging air conditioning heavily 
must be given some credit for what 
little business is being done. 
~ Loew’s tops the field with 
and Prejudice’ dualed with ‘We Who 
Are Youngs.” Indiana is a close sec- 
ond with ‘Boys from Syracuse’ and 
‘Private Affairs.” Circle is riding 
along as well as could be expected 
with a holdever of ‘Maryland’ and 
‘Sailor’s Lady.” 

Lyric went the 
‘Funzafire’ on the 
plugging couldn't overcome poot 
audience reaction and other ele- 
ments. ‘Three Faces West’ didn’t 
help much 

Estimates for This Week 


limit to exploit 
stage, but the 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-- 
40)—‘Maryland’ (20th) and a S$ 
Lady’ (20th) (2d wk). Acceptable 
$4,000. Last week, nifty $9, 800. 

Indiana (Katz-Delle? (3,100; 2 
40)—Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Pri. 
vate Affairs’ (U). Reopening week 
getting $7,500, under expectations 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-49) 
—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘We 
Are Young’ (M-G) Building to 
| okay $8,200. Last week, ‘Pago’ (UA) 
land ‘Military Academy’ (Col), poor 
$6,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,999; 25-30- 40 )— 
‘Faces West’ (Rep) and ‘Funzafire’ 
on stage. On the red side of bock 
with puny $7,809 Last week, 
‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep) and Red 
Nichols’ fair $8,500 


15-20-39 -44) | 
‘Fugi- | 


band, 


PAGO PAGO’ SHAKES UP 
NICE $4,500 IN PORT. 


Destined, Ore., Aug. 6 
‘Queen of Destiny’ had its world 
| premiere at the Paramount (31) with 
a benefit performance for the Brit- 


(both | 


28-39- | 


| ish-American Ambulance Corps. 
Anna Neagle, Sid Cedric Hardwicke 
and wroducer Herbert Wilcox ap- 
| peared in person, and seats sold at 
$1 and $5. One night premiere did 
great biz of $3,509 

‘South of Paso Pago’ showing 
promise at the Broadway, with ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too’ okay in third 
week at Parker’s UA 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40 
50) Pago Pago’ (UA) and ‘Sporting 
Blood.” (M-G) Looks 290d for $4,- 
500 Last week Boys Syracuse’ (U) 
and ‘Not So Tough’ (U) atisfactory 
$4,000 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1 
500: 35-40-50) Boy Sy i¢ > (tT) 
and ‘Not So Tough’ (U) (2d run) 
.eeping up average at this house for 
okay $3,000. Last week, ‘N Vioon 
(M-G) and ‘Love Honor® (U 'osed 
‘courth stanza at nice $2,500 

Orpheum (Orpheum oo?! (1.899 
20-30-40)—Faces West’ (Rep) with 
h.o. of Lionel Kaye's ‘Daffy Auction’ 
unit. Average $4,000 Last week, 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep?) with ‘Auction’ 


44-55)—- Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Pari (both continued run}! 
from Met) Looking to possible | 
$5,000, nes.h Last week, ‘Heaven | 
Too’ (WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) 
(both continued run from two weeks | 
it Met), $7.000 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538; 28-30-44-50) | 
<—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘P »p Pays’ | 


(RKO> (both continued run from Par 
and »«Fenway: 4th wk in town). 
Around $4,000 exnected. Last week. 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Untamed’ 
(Par) (both 2d run), $4,000 

State (Loew) (3,600. 


‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Cap- 
tain Lady’ (M-G) (24d wk). Will hit} 
close to $10,000, good. Initial stanza 


was $13,500 for same combo, 


28-39-44-55 )— | 


| 


vaude, okay $3,800 
Paramount§ (Hamrick-Fvergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Queen Destiny’ 


(RKO) and ‘Cross Country Romance’ 
(RKO). Probably #ood $4,509. Last 
week, ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and 
‘Girl in 313’ (20th), held only six 
days, but made fine showing for 
$4,700. 


United Artists (Parker) (1.009; 35- | 


40-50)—‘Heaven Too” (WB) (3d wk) 
Still good $3,600. Second week, okay 
'$4,400. First week was lerrific $7,400 


| 





“Drive By Night’ Nice 
$10,500 in Denver 


Aug. 6 

‘Slight- 
are tak- 
‘Ramparts 


Denver, 

‘They Drive by Night’ and 
ly Tempted,’ at the Denver, 
ing the most money, with 


‘Maryland’ and ‘Last Alarm.” at 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—Our 


| Town’ (UA), after week at Denver. 
Fair, $3,500. Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
| (20th), after week at Denver, good 
$4,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB), after week at 


| butante’ 


' 40)—'Great McGinty’ 


| Ginty’ 


‘Pride | 
| (WB) 


| Alarm’ 


each the Denver, ory and Rialto. 
| Good $3,000. Last week, ‘Hardy De 
(M-G) and c, ross Country 
Romance’ (RKO), after two weeks 
at Orpheum, fair $2,500 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
(Par) (2d wk) 
Good $6,000. Last week, ‘Great Mc- 
(Par), good $6,500, and hold- 
ing steady enough to be held. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Drive by Night’ (WB) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U). Nice $19,500. Last 
week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Love 
Back’ (WB), good $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO) and 
‘Pep Pays’ (RKO). Neat $38,000. Last 
week, ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) and 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO), poor $3,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) and ‘Mili- 
tary Academy’ (Col). Okay $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Gambling High Seas’ 
and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th), fair $3,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878: 25-40) 
land’ (20th), after week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Last 
(Mono). Good $2,500. Last 
‘Heaven Too” (WB). afte: 
week at each the Denver and Alad- 
jin, and ‘Trailing Jaguar’ (Mono) 


kay $2,900 


*‘Mary- 
week, 


« CLEVE. N.G, BUT 
DALTONS OK 
310,000 


Cleveland, 
‘When Daltens 


Aug. 6 
Rode’ is the only 
celluloid critter with enough stamina 
to hold up under blistering sun, 
carrying Palace to its highest sum- 
mer gross trying straight film 
policy 

Both State and Hipp 
way below average with 
and ‘They Drive by Night. 

Estimates for This Week 

Athambra (1,200; 

33 )— Babies > 


Affairs’ 


since 
are melting 


‘Untamed’ 


(Printz) 


Sale’ (C 


10-20- 
and ‘Private 
(U) (2d run) Purely a bill 
for femmes and rather weak $1,100 
for four days. Last v’eek, ‘Wagons 
Westward: (Repub) ana ‘Suicide 
Legion’ (FA), okay. $2,109 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 


Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d wk). Rates as 
yne of stand’s most satisfactory hold- 
»vers, $3,500 for second week here, 
after $4,600 last stanza, and $9,500 on 
second week at Hipp, which inspired 
moveovel 
Circle Polster) (1.900 15 ) 
Hell Belé (M-CG) and ‘Broa ih 
Bill’ (M-G) Turning to reissues fol 
hort pell hou -sS yt mey 
9 y nurting Only a rage $2,500 
Last veek Captain Lady (M-C,) 
ynd 4) Mothers’ (M-G) (2d run) 
pleasant $2,800 
Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
Drive by Night’ (WB). Raft 
stock still low in these wood Fortu- 
nate to pet $8,U 0 Last k, Mary - 
land’ (20th), tock a beating, $7,090 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) Given the 
whip and spurs, westerner is racing 
along despite all temperature handi- 
caps. Excellent $10,000. Last week, 
‘Love Back’ (WB), $6,000, ordinary 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
‘Untamed’ (Par) Snowstorms in 


it apparently freezing biz, 
slow and not likely to 
Last week, ‘Pago Pago’ 
mild 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 39-35-42- 
55)—We Are Young’ (M-G). Started 
auspiciously; worthy $4,000 very pos- 
sible. Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA), 
after three postponements broke 
jinx by luring fine $5,599 


being too 
59 over $8,000 
(UA), $7,000, 


7 


, State 


| dating at the Carthay Circle, 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6 
First-run biz has local managers 
cutting paper dolls. Houses where 
better than average grosses were an- 
ticipated this week are away off and 
holdovers are doing landoffice biz 
RKO Hillstreet is running ahead of 
last week with ‘When Daltons Rode.” 
‘Man I[ Marvied’ disappointing at 
and Chinese, and ‘Great Mc- 
Ginty” is just fair at Paramount 
‘Gone’ is doing nosedive on repeat 
at Carthay Circle, while ‘Mortal 
Storm’ ts starting to slip at the Four 
Star. 
Starting (5) town 
novelty of three 
‘Gone With the 


is experiencing 
separate runs of 
Wind,’ opus day- 
United 
Holly - 
cinema 


Artists 
wood, 
colony 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 83- 


in 
the 


Hawail 
first-run in 


and the 
for 


$1.10-$1.65 )—*Gone’ (M-G). Back for 
repeat run after original 24 weeks 
it this two-a-day house, Selznick 


opus failing to create interest occa- 
sioned on preliminary run and best 
in sight is dismal $2,500. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75)—Man I Married’ (20th) 
|and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th). Holly- 


| wood mob manifesting little interest 


| $8,000. 


| brain’ 
| fine 


in Herr Hitler, so drama _ built 
around his domain heading for. slim 
Last week, ‘Gold Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-C), 
fair $8,300. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55) 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Scatter- 
(Rep) dual (2d wk). After 
first week dual bill looks like 
adding another lucrative $8,000 on 
second stanza. First seven days 
brought big $12,200. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-40- 
45 )—‘*Mortal Storm’ (M-G) (3d wk) 
Another anti-Nazi picture which has 
failed to create more than passing 
interest, with result that take on 
third week is slipping to around 
$4,000. Second stanza brought $5,300 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 

“Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Scatter- 
brain’ (Rep) dual (2d wk). Hold- 
over should add another neat $7,500, 
after first seven days ended with 
very big $10,500 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col). Top feature 
holdover with new support picture 
should add nifty $8,500. Last week 
brought okay $8,700. 
(Par) (3,595; 
McGinty’ 
Annual 


Paramount 
75)—Great 
tage show 
revue on 


30- 40-! 55- 
(Par) and 
Meglin kiddie 
Stage helping and with 
vord of mouth advertising feature 
picture is expected to build to sat- 
isfac ‘tory $13,500 Last week, ‘Un- 
tamed’ (Par) just reached $12,000 
‘McGinty’ will hold second week, 
bolstered by new stage show and 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55) — 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col). Should hit 
very big $10,000 on second stanza, 
after first week registered neat 
$9,350 

State 


» 


(Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 
95-75)—‘Man I Married’ 
‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th) 
pointing, despite terrific advance 
campaign, and best in sight weak 
8 500 Last week, ‘Gold Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), 
about $9,500 as anticipated 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) 
33-$1.10-$1.65)—“Gone’ (M-G) 
wk). Sixth week of repeat 
thi downtown house 
veak $3,000. Fifth week 
700d $5,600 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 

Gold Maisie’ (M-G) and 
Blood’ (M-G). Just another 
as far as this Bevhills hou 
‘rned and weak poe 
UA) 
lfismal 93.000 


30-40- 
(20th) and 
Very disap- 


(2,100; 

(6th 
run at 
like 
up 


looks 
rolled 


30-40-55) 
‘Sporting 
dual bill 
e is con- 
st in sight 
Last week, ‘Pago’ 


(UA) 


and ‘Saps 


Oct. ? 
Schenck, Moskowitz Case 


Trial Date For 


Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of 
the board of 20th Century-Fox, and 
Joe Moskowitz, his personal repre- 
sentative in N. Y., will be tried on 
charges of income tax evasion Oct. 
2 in N. Y. federal eourt Judge 


Gaston L. Porterie of Louisiana set 
the date of trial at the request of 
Government counsel, Boris Kostela- 
netz 

The U. S. must notify the defend- 
which of the two indictments it 
intends to try first by Sept. 3. A re- 
quest by ‘ftice of Max D. Steuer, 
representing Schenck, for a postpone- 


gts 


the 


ment to November on the grounds 
that Steuer was tied up in other mat- 
tevs was denied by Judge Porterie 
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Further 507, Foreign Com Cut Seen 
By American Firms in Report From 


London on New 


Report from London regarding the 


possibility that no American distri- | 


bution coin weuld be permitted out 
of the British Isles after Oct. 31 last 
week brought up the spectre of a 
further 50% reduction of U. S. dis- 


tributor foreign revenue. While ad- 
mitting that this always is a possi- 
bility while the pressure is on the 


British Empire in its struggle against | 


the Axis powers, industry spokes- 


men claimed this week that it is a | 


Jittle early to predict such an even- 
tuality. 

Present agreement with the British 
vovernment allews 50% withdrawal 
to U. S. of ail profits obtained in dis- 
tribution on the British Isles by 
American companies. This pact ex- 
pires next Oct. 31. Under this coin- 
freeze agreement, stipulation was 
made that negotiations looking to- 
ward a new pact fer the next 12 
months were to be started three 
months before the expiration date. 
This means the negotiations should 
have begun last July 31, And they 
haven't. 

However, no alarm is felt among 
American companies over this be- 
cause they are fully aware that Great 
Britain has many far more pressing 
problems, 


Criticize Quota Provision 


Certain producers and labor 
groups in England have been criticiz- 
ing the monetary quota provision of 
Great Britain’s act because it reduces 
the number of actual features pro- 
duced for quota credit. British gov- 
ernment now allows U. S. companies 
to use coin frozen in England for 
quota production or purchase of 
British-made films for quota credit. 

Monetary stipulation in the quota 
law was urged by American com- 
panies because this employs the ac- 
tual amount sunk in a film produc- 
tion as a basis for securing quota film 
credits, making it possible for U. S. 
companies to produce fewer quota 
pictures but turned out at higher 
budgets. 


Answer to complaints that fewer 
features are possible from Americans 
is that the more expensive films 
keep labor employed longer per pic- 
ture and such productions have a 
better chance of clicking in the 
world market. 





The British Front 
London, July 23. 
Board of Trade announcement on 
use of frozen coin in purchasing 
foreign rights (mostly VU. S.) to Brit- 
ish films has taken the expected 
trend. Freedom from this 
ruling has been granted to producer 


companies concerned in such deals. | 


Measure as applied to films will be 
held imperative until end of Oc- 
tober. 

The three-month leeway is a boon 
to those British producers with 
completed product on hand or in 
process of negotiating for the U. S. 
market, but expiring date coincides 


with lapse of the present agreement | 
concerning percentages of earnings | 
government allows foreign | 


(50% ) 
picture companies to take out of 


here. Move might indicate a new 
coin freeze. It has a give and take 
Jook. 





LANGE HAZY ON US. 
BIZ FORECAST ABROAD 


Outlicok in Europe currently is so 
uncertain that Fred Lange, Para- 
mount’s European manager, who 
clippered in from Lisbon last week, 
refused to hazard even a personal 
forecast of future business for Amer- 
jean companies abroad. Par’s office 
for Europe presently is in Barcelona, 
but he would give no intimation of 


how long it.would stay there or | 


whether what little European distri- 


bution done just now would be ac- 
cemplished by remote control from 
N. Y. 

Lange left Paris, and subsequently 
Bordeaux in the face of the military 
invasion by the Nazis, eventually 
winding up in Lisbon. There he had 
to wait for several weeks until he 
could secure passage on an Atlantic 
Clipper. 


finance 


Bar to Withdrawals 





‘Japan Bans ‘Geste’ As 
Affront to Army Rule 


Tokyo, July 15. 

‘Beau Geste’ (Par), considered a 
| ‘special’ locally for the autumn sea- 
| son, has been barred for local release 
because the pic deals with a conflict 
| between high cfficers and their sub- 
|ordinates in the French army and 
'eontains many scenes of ‘inhuman 
| acts and deeds.’ Thus, authorities de- 


|creed, the subject is unsuitable for 
this country. 


This is the second time that a Para- 
mount picture has been suppressed 
since the import ban was lifted. The 
other was ‘Angel.’ 


Mull Gov't Aid 
In England On 
War Pic Loss 








London, July 23. 
Board of Trade has instigated a 
scheme for protection and assistance 
to producers operating here under 
war conditions. 


Efferts are being made to estab- 
lish some form of insurance, under 
ithe government, to take care of loss 





| sustained in picture-making as a 


| result of enemy action. 


Further steps, to reserve essential 
|studio workers against the military 
| draft, and to release necessary ma- 
|terial supplies to producers withcut 
|existing delay, are all part of the 
| conversations now under way. 

Taking a lead from government’s 
| promised aid, a North Country ex- 
|hib has propounded a similar scheme 
‘for protecting the financial setup cf 
|the cinema owner left with an air- 
| raided house. But plan is on a mu- 
{tual pool basis, with each exhib in 
\the district putting up a sum in 
|accord with his capacity. 


British Indie Producers 
Press Claim for Better 
Gov't Representation 











London, July 23. 
| Active 


producers, working in- 
dependently of their association, 
have lodged a claim for better rep- 


resentation on Government Film 
|Council. As it now operates, mem- 
bers of the group have no direct 
membership in the council, although 
themselves 
feature makers on this side. 

Move marks the second one made 
by this group in an attempt to 
straighten out the production biz. 
Comprising the leading independents 
in the game and listing Michael 
Balcon, John Corfield and Sam 
Smith among the organizers, action 
|group must soon force some kind 
1}of shutdown of the recently created 
'British Film Producers Assn. Lat- 
ter body is not confined to a straight 
production setup, but embraces 
briefie 
ous other 
dustry. 


branches of the film in- 


Korda in Lab Deal 


London, July 23. 


Film laboratory merger okayed 
by agreement between Alexander 
Korda and Randal Terraneau. Re- 
|spective heads of Denham Labora- 
jtories and George Humphries Co. 
\thus effect arrangement whereby 
Terraneau assumes technical charge 
lof both plants on a pool basis, guar- 
lanteeing service to producer groups 
lin event of emergency or continued 
of laboratory staffs by 








| depletion 
;military draft. 

Producers have recently squawked 
,on delays in getting their features 
| tanked. Harold Boxall has been 
jnamed aide to Terraneau in the 
‘pool deal. 


constituting the leading | 


makers, exporters and vari- |} 


WB’s Colli, Dunn In 


Peter Colli, Warner Bros. super- 
visor for Central American countries, 
and Harold Dunn, company’s super- 
visor in the Far East, arrived in U.S. 
last week. Colli came into N. Y. and 
huddled with home office officials 
and Joe Hummel, foreign sales man- 
ager, regarding next year’s product. 

Dunn arrived on the Coast from 
Shanghai, but did not come to New 
York until this week. He plans stay- 
ing east for about two weeks, con- 
| fabs being based largely on the situ- 
| ation in Japan. 


ROCK’, MARGIN 
OKAY INLONDON 


London, Aug. 6. 

Two plazs of the recent New 
York Broadway season made their 
West End bows here this week, and 
both were favorably received. Par- 
ticularly big was the reception ac- 
corded to Robert Ardrey’s ‘Thunder 
Rock,’ which was floppo at the b.o. 
in its Gotham debut last winter. 
Play, at a private performaance, had 
caused considerable discussion here 
recently. West End debut was at 
the Globe on Tuesday (30). 


‘Margin for Error,’ Clare Boothe’s 
anti-Nazi play, which enjoyed con- 
siderable success in New York dur- 
ing the past season, preemed at the 
Apollo after several weeks of hin- 
terland dates. A packed house was 
on hand for the bow. The press 
was generally non-committal about 
the play’s chances. Miss Boothe, 
it’s been announced, is donating all 
the London royalties to the British 
Red Cross. 

Another opening of the week was 
‘Cottage To Let,’ at Wyndham’s, 
Wednesday (31). An old-fashioned 
spy comedy-drama, it was received 
nicely. 


London’s Film Trade 
Papers Socked by War 
Bat Others Even Worse 


London, July 23. 

Film trade sheets have been 
socked by the war though not so 
badly as the national dailies. Lat- 
ter are now down to 25% of their 
pre-war size owing to paper control, 
with advertisement revenues minus 
to the same degree. 


Peace time there are two dailies 
and one weekly for Britain’s Film 
Row. Daily Film Renter and Cine- 
ma came out six days a week; Kine 
Weekly once. Last September the 
itwo dailies agreed to publish al- 
ternate days, but this did not figure 
out so hot, as Cinema had a so- 
| called ‘weekly’ edition Wednesdays. 
|Later switch was made to Renter 
| publishing Monday, Wednesday and 
| Thursday; Cinema Tuesday, Wednes- 














|day and Friday, no Saturday edi- | 


|tions for either. Appears to be first 
time these two sheets ever got to- 
|gether on anything. 

| Kine Weekly continues to publish 


| Thursday weekly as usual. Com- 
| parison with specimen month 
| (June), 1939 and 1940, shows last 


|year Renter carried 78 pages of ads, 
|this year 55. Cinema 78 last, 46 this. 
|Kine Weekly 72 last, 47 this. 


| Drop is around 35% for Renter 
land Kine, 45% for Cinema. 
| Move a couple of months ago, 


|whispered to come from Sam Eck- 
man, Jr., of Metro, to have major 
|Americans agree no more advertis- 
ing in trade sheets, with idea seem- 
ingly in background to put out a 
|kind of combined house organ. This 
| scheme did not jell. 


Weekly Newspaper Proprietors’ 
Association also said to be con- 
cerned at use of so much heavy 


coated paper by trade 
most ads are still two and three- 
color. Rumor js complaints have 
|been made to paper controller, but 
no move fr6ém that end. Situation 
on this will work itself out by 
heavy coated paper not being ob- 
tainabie. 


Cuba’s Mex Inroads 


Mexico City, Aug. 6. 

Inroads of Cuban pix are irking 
Mexican producers. 

But they can’t do much about it 
as the exhibitors truthfully explain 
that there aren’t. enough home-made 
films te go around. 


sheets as 














Film Workers Consider 
Women Memberships 


London, July 23. 

Femme participation in the film 
\industry has received a going-over 
by Assn. of Cinema Technicians, 
with a view to enrolling newcomers 
to film studios and_ laboratories. 
Union has already a membership of 
100 femmes. George Elvin, general 
sec of ACT, has revealed that union 
is not against their entry to the 
trade, provided safeguards are en- 
forced to prevent cheapening of 
labor. 

Where move has been made to 
employ women in _ laboratories, 
union has okayed it if a male work- 
ler cannot be located or freed for 
the job. Alongside this is the ACT 
ruling for same rate of pay as a 
i'male worker. At a recent meeting, 
| majority of the ladies present signed 
'a membership blank. 


Anglo Workers 
Push Drive For 
Exhib Contract 


London, July 23. 
Annual report of National Assn. 
\of Theatre and Kinema Employees 
lists union’s membership of 20,000, 
and under signature of T. O’Brien, 
secretary, report offers proof of what 


union has effected in better work- 
ing conditions, citing the recent 
wage boost pact with cinema owners. 
On the success of this nationwide 











over-all wage policy with Cinema 
Exhibitors Assn., an arrangement 
hitherto blocked by CEA claim of 
divergent interests and 
among their members. 


Union is also near to inking a 
pact with Producers Assn. for a 
standard wage in studios, and has 
already secured an agreement cov- 
ering lost time by crews as result 
of air raids and air raid warnings, 
when personnel take cover. 


London Chorines Yield 


To Nationalism, Turn To 








London, July 23. 

A definite shortage of chcerines for 
cabaret shows exists here. Carl 
| Hyson, who picks most of the femi- 
nine charms for London's night spots 
|for the Music Corp. of America, sez 
so, and he eught to know. 
| MCA, which supplies the femme 
element to the Piccadilly hotel, Cafe 
|de Paris, El Morocco and is com- 
| missioned to stage shows at the Em- 
| bassy and Nut House, maintains that 
| Shortage is due to the gals having 
| discarded their flimsies for Military 
|and Royal Air Ferce uniforms, with 





agreement NATKE is pressing for an | 


Farms, Etc., As War Aid 


London’s Legit Takes Hefty Spurt 
With Return of 100,000 Evacuees 





London, Aug. 6. 
The spurt taken by legit in the 
West End has assumed such pro- 
portions that all theatres are doing 
capacity or near capacity business, 
despite the heat. Particularly big 
at the boxoffice are the musicals. 
Grosses are the best in years. 
Filmeries, with few exceptions, 
are also doing good business. 
This happy b.o. situation is due 
partly to inability to patronize 
the seaside resorts, because of the 
impending attack from the Nazis, 
and consequently the West End 
theatres and restaurants have been 
the alternative. 





London, July 23, 

West End legit business has 
|taken a hefty spurt, and so manage- 
|ments are again-full of hope. Biz 
has improved to such an extent that 
George Black and Firth Shepherd, 
/who were operating their shows 
under salary cuts, have restored 
|full pay to artists, Black even repay- 
ing cuts of previous weeks. 

Shows which were doomed to im- 
minent closures have suddenly 
|taken a new lease of life, due to re- 
turn of over 100,000 Londoners who 
| had evacuated to safety zones. 
1S is that London is 





ituation now 
|looked upon as the safest spot in 
|Erngiand. This has become apparent 
‘by the sudden demand upon apart- 
ment houses, which have been 75% 
| unoccupied for months and are now 
|}turning down tenants galore. 
| Biack has new shows lined up for 
the Palladium, Hippodrome and Hol- 
born Empire. O’Bryen, Linnet & 
| Dunfee, who had halted their ac- 
| tivities in the last few months, are 
| back in harness again with a three- 
|show schedule. Jack Waller, who 
has been on and off with his mu- 
sical version of ‘Cradle Snatchers,’ 
is now finally set for October. Show 
is retitled ‘While the Cat's Away,’ 
with Marie Lohr and Fay Compton 
already signatured. 
| Arnold-Foster Plan 
| Tom Arnold and Harry Foster, 
who have been hesitant about ‘Di- 
vorce for Christobel,’ straight ve- 
hicle for Frances Day, are also go- 
ing ahead with this. ‘Margin for 
Error,’ the Clare Boothe Broadway 
| hit, now touring the sticks under the 
aegis of Ernest Rolls and Joe 
Sachs, is also coming to the West 
End, probably at the Apollo. This 
is sponsored by new _ bankroller, 
Cyril J. Ross, managing director of 
biggest chain of fur stores in Eng- 
land. 

‘Smiling Thru,’ which was turned 
into musical for Broadway some 
seasons ago, is to be-done as straight 
play here by George Black, Jr., and 
Harry ‘Hanson. It will take to the 
sticks and if it’s a hit, comes to the 
West End. Lee Ephraim is staging 
a revue, starring Jack Hulbert and 


Cicely Courtneidge, which will 
comprise best hits from _ stars’ 
former successes. It was originally 


intended to stage sequel to ‘Under 
Your Hat,” but idea was vetoed 
when it was found new show would 
cost over $50,000 to produce. 

There is also talk of John Gielgud 
doing a six-month Shakespearean 
repertory season, supported by im- 
portant cast at popular prices, 

There are still other ‘ifs’ and 
‘buts,’ but all in all the situation 
seems much healthier than it has 
been for nearly a year. 





a big percentage also having gone in } 


| for farming and munitions making, 
all in the interest of patriotism. 


Artkino, Russe Outlet 


Business of Amkino, former dis- 
|tributors of Russian-made pictures, 
|has been formally taken over by 








| Artkino Pictures. the new corpora- | 
last week in | 
| the state of New York. Artkino was | 


tion being charvered 


|set up by Nicola Napoli and Rosa 
Mandell, formerly with Amkino, 
new corporation having 100 shares 
capital stock with Napoli, Miss Man- 
deil and Michael Resnik as directors. 

Artkino plans carrying on in the 


distribution of Soviet pictures which 
Amkino left off. 





UPPED PAY FOR PIC WORKERS 


London, July 23. 

Drive for a wage tilt undertaken 
|by National Assn. of Theatre and 
|Kinema Employees has resultéd in 
jincreases for cinema staffs in prac- 
|tically every house in Britain. 

Those not inking the deal are ex- 
Ipected to fall in line shortly. 





JAPAN’S AMUS. CURB 
LAID TO WAR POLICY 


Tokyo, Aug. 6 

The government is planning severe 
additional restrictions on all pleas- 
ures and amusements, thus setting 
up to some extent a wartime policy. 

Measures are expected to promote 
the utmost thrift among the people, 
| who will find themselves either pro- 
hibited or restricted in patronizing 
all theatres and cinemas as well as 
other places of recreation. 


Halt Theatre Building 


Mexico City, Aug. 6. 
The ambitious cinema construction 


program for Mexico, which calls for 
12 houses at a total cost of $1,600,000, 
has had to be halted because of 
| jittery political times 

Not much in this regard is ex- 
/pected until it is definitely known in 
|December who will be the next 
| president. 
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The fight recalls that ‘Spoilers’ brawl of some decades 


~ back as has no other filmed since. It is the keynote of the 
production and an item for showmen to concentrate on in- 


exploitation.” — Motion Picture Herald 


“A socking sea action story ,..with a climax that is a pip 
of a slam-bang, rough and -tumble affair, making the 
finish fast -and:exhilarating.” — Hollywood Reporter 


Packs plenty of action, comedy and romance.’ 
—Film Daily 


Fights, fists, guns and cutlasses featyre its man-fto man 


action and lusty melodrama. Customers will find the 
— Daily Variety 


colorful narrative to their liking.” 


Motion Picture Daily 
says: “Hal Roach has 
made of this Kenneth 
Roberts novel (Roberts 
also wrote ‘Northwest 
Passage’) the fighting- 
est, sailingest, slash- 
ingest and dashingest 
maritime melodrama 
in the memory of ye 
oldest resident. The film 
is full of action from 
stem to stern!” 
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I LOVE YOU AGAIN 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 


Metro-Goldwyn Mayer retease of Lawe 
rence Weingarten production Sturs Wil- 
liam Powell, Myrna Loy; features Frank 
McHugh, Edmund Lowe Directed by W 
S Van Dyke Il UOriginal story by Leon 
diordon and Maurine Watkins based on the 
nevel by Octavus Roy Cohen; screenplay, 
«*havies Lederer, (jeorze Oppenheimer, 
Harry Kurnitz; camera, Oliver 1 Marsh; 
editor, Gene Ruggiero Previewed at West- 
wood Village Aug. 5, "40. Running time 
97 MINS. 

Larry Wilson) 
George (‘arey \ ‘ oo iar Powe 
Kay Wilsor Myrn I 

Lh Kya Frank Mecllugt 
lbuke Sheidot Kdmun la 
Herber ooo Dona Ly . 
Kay's Mother \¢ i W <a 
Harkepu Jr ‘ \ | Ss tze 
M Sims ; I Wathkir 
M Littlejohn.. Paul Stantor 
Mi Belenson . 1 gun Wallace 
Billings. ee Charles Ar 


Reuniting Powell and Loy as a 
starring team in picture outside the 
‘Thin Man’ series, ‘Love You Again’ 
is top-ranking, laugh-studded, mari- 
tal comedy that will hit heavy 
grosses in keys and general runs. 
Dialog is fast, and at times racy, but 
always easily understood. Picture is 


substantial profit-maker and will 
click for extended runs as a rule 
rather than exception. 

Under expert direction of Van 
Dyke ‘at his best), picture zooms 
along its laughing way with gag 
lines and sequences tumbling ove} 
each other. In the most capable 
hands of Powell, Miss Loy, McHugh 
and Lowe, dialog and situations re- 
ceive expert attention, to Insure one 


of the laugh hits of the season. 

New twist and decidedly refresh- 
ing material is, incorporated in the 
old amnesia formula. Powell, , 
puss Babbitt on a pleasure cruise, is 
dumped overboard when drunken 
McHugh falls into the sea, and is ac- 
claimed a hero. Cracked on the head 
by an oar, Powell picks up his old 
Jine of a slick confidence operator. 
forgetting his nine years as staid 
citizen and reformer in small town. 
At dock Powell discovers his mar- 
riage to Loy, who tries to refresh 
Powell's memory that he had agreed 
io a divorce so she could marry an- 


sour- 


other. Only the fascination of ‘his 
wife and determination not to lose 
her send him back to town to pick 


up as best he can his unknown Ca- 
reer and chance of plying a con game 
on the natives. While promoting a 
phoney oil discovery with the aid of 
Lowe and McHugh to saddle on 
gullible natives, Powell recaptures 
his wife’s love to ditch the promo- 
tion and settle down once 
a family man and solid citizen. 
Powell is in his element in a tai- 
Jor-made role that provides maxi- 
mum opportunities for his abilities 
Miss Loy is excellent as the wife 
who finally deduces there’s some- 
thing behind his sudden change, and 
smartly proceeds to discover the 
secret. McHugh, small time confi- 
dence operator who tags onto Powell. 
provides many laugh. interludes in 
protecting his sponsor in the town. 


again as 


Lowe gives a brief but strong por- 
traval as oil-depositing racketeer. 
While Donald Douglas and support 
are neatly set up. 

Picture scores throughout with 
spontaneous laugh situations and 
lines, with toppers put over in Van 


Dyke's best style. Several episodes 
incorporated in Powell's re-wooing 
f his wife provide strong instruc- 
ons to husbands in the doghouse in 
heir own households. Walt. 


BOOM TOWN 


Hollywood, Aug, 2. 
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Metro-Goldwyr | ‘ s 
Y i productior S Cla Gable 
Spencer Pracy, Clau ie ‘olbert, Hee 
Lamarr; features) Fran Morgan lionel 

Directed b Juaek Conwa Screen- 

play J John Lee Mahin, bused on story by 
dain } rd Grar eumel Ha i Ro 
s« sy 1 effects Arnold Gilles é loh 
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Powerhouse boxoffice pull of Clark 
Gable, Spencer Tracy. Claudette Col- 
bert and Hedy Lamarr, all in one 
cast, provides strong insurance this 
picture will play a merrv tune for 
top biz. Further backing of the 
quartet with a spectacular and ad- 
venturous story. and a_ production 
outlay ‘wf around $2,000,000, provides 
impetus that will spin the turnstiles 
at a dizzy pace. Unlike many large- 
budgeted productions carving multi- 
star setups that tend either to cos- 
“%ume background or sophistication 
for limited appeal. this one breaks 
eut with a dashing. rough-and- 
tumble yarn of modern adveniure 
that carries all elements for widesi 
audience appeal. Interspersed is ro- 
mance and love interest of more than 
minor importance. 

‘Boom Town’ is the tale of wildcat 
oil drilling, with fortunes won and 
lost just as quickly as a roller coaster 
dips and rises. It centers around the 
partnership of Gable and Tracy. a 
ccuple of tough, fighting, two-fisted 


After teaming up with Gable’s short 
bankroll and Tracy’s wildcat lease, 
and hi-jacking a _ drilling 
equipment, they hit 
on the second try hit a gusher. They 
split and go separate ways, each | 
taking the bumps of riches and pov- 
erty along the eight-year stretch 
But the two antagonists are still in- 
wardly good pals, and when Tracy 
enters into a combine to ruin Gable 
both go broke again. They finally 
join up for another wildcat opera- 
tion in the California fields. 

Picture is full of rowdy dialog and 
action with a few spicy lines that 
will be generally overlooked by au 
diences in the fast pace of the un- 
reeling. Making no pretense of be- 
ing smart, it speeds along merrily in 
depicting the saga of wildcatting in 
oil fields 

Tracy and Gable share prominence 
in spliting responsibilities of carrying 
the picture along. Little to choose 
between the pair—each handles hi: 
tailor-made role in excellent fashion 
The women will go for Gable’s care- 
free romancing and later happy mzer- 
ried life with Miss Colbert, and still | 
will be equally intrigued by the pro- 


oil drillers who know all the —1 
| 


rg and; 
saltwater—but 


tective affection displayed by Tracy 
for the girl he loved but who mar- 
ried his partner. This factor is of 
equal importance for boxoffice im- 


portance with the basic elements of 
outstanding appeal for the male sec- 
tor 

Miss Colbert catches 
the sincere and loving 
chares his fortunes and misfortunes 
with courage and a smile. Miss La- 
marr is of minor importance in the 
overall story as the New York siren 
who is flagged from stealing Gable 
from his wife by some effective 
manipulations by Tracy. Frank Mor- | 
gan provides numerous strong com- 
edy moments, as does Chill Wills. 
Others in support include Lionel At- 
will. Marion Martin, Minna Gombell, 
Joe Yule and Horace Murphy. L 

Jack Conway provides vigorous di- 
rection in combining the spectacu- 
lar, intimate and romantic ingredi- 
ents of the story. In displaying the 
pendulum swing between riches and 
poverty of the adventurers over an 
eight-year stretch, story is repeti-'| 
tious in its cutbacks to new oil fields 


attention as 
wife who 


and gushers, but this fact will be 
considered unimportant by the cus- 
tomers. Deep cuts were required 


to trim the picture down to its pres- 
ent extended running time of 117 
minutes. 

Production mounting is spectacular 
and elaborate in its display of the oil 
biz and jts workings, but director 
Conway never allows the story to get 
out of an intimate groove. Photog- 
raphy by Harold Rosson is of high 
calibre throughout. Walt. 
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(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, July 23. 
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character portrayal as a busybody 
juror who bobs up often to upset 
Aherne with arguments. Miss Rich 
; , is excellent as the wife who knows 
‘T Leve You Again’ (M-G). | her husband's shortcomings in al- 
Pewell-Lov comedy-drama OK | ways helping people, and Ford and 
for Jaughs arid above-par b.o, Miss Keyes, as son and daughter. are 
es lalso prominent Walt. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Boom Town’ (M-G). “Socko a 
adventure drama with feur stars, : 
Gable, Tracy, Colbert ané La- | Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot 
marr, geared for smash biz. (MUSICAL) 
‘Business Honeymoon’ (M-G). Republic release of Robert North produc- 
er Montgomery starrer, tion Features Ruth Terry, Johnny od owns, 
Robert a é : i i Oi : Barbara Allen (Wera Vague), Billy Gil 
British-made, that’s of incidental bert. Directed by Lew Landers. Screen 
boxoffice value. play by Bradford Ropes from original by 
; ‘ Vera Caspary and Ropes: adapted by Gor- 
‘The Lady in Question’ (Col. don Rigby; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
> . e Beannrh . -j Edward Mann; songs, Jule Styne, 4ieorge 
Remake of French picture. Brian mR. Brown, Sol Meyer: dances; Lary Cebal- 
Aherne must Carry marquee los. Previewed in Viojection Keom, N. Y., 
load Aug. 1, ‘4. Kunning time, 72 MIUINS, 
whe Irene. ; Ku Terry 
‘Sing. Dance, Plenty Hot’ Johnny.... Johnny Downs 
: 1} jk ian BUGAR..cs< Burbara (Vera Vague’) Allen 
(Rep). Disappointing filmusical. Hectos Billy Gilbert 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Fair Kvelyn.. Claire | Carleton 
‘ . 4 Judy.... , es Mary Lee 
juve programmer. Peer e Elisabeth Risdon 
Scott Lester Matthews 


‘Doomed to Die’ (Mono). Karl- 
off as the super-sleuth of Hugh 
Wiley’s James Lee Wong stories; 


Henderson........00.: Leonard Carey 


Primed as one of Republic's big 


-dnalling : i] 
for lower-dualling. musicals of the year, ‘Sing, Dance, 
‘Tm = Novosy's etc ptt a Plenty Hot’ is an utter Gisappoint- 
: ‘ y) jght ¢ ole- ae , 
Now. CU. if Light and wh E ment. Story. is trite and none too 
some entertainment programmer, | ‘ 
|}good from any standpoint, which 


despite moderate budget outlay. 

‘Captain Caution’ (UA-Roach). 
High seas adventure fails to gen- 
erate enthusiasm. Filler for duals 


might even be excused in a musical. 
The tunes have only minor merit, 
but the dialog is the killer. It’s a 
string of cliches so dull and obvious 


and kid trade. they embarrass’ the audience. 
‘Blondie Has Servant Trouble’ Story under the title ‘Sing. Dance, 

(Col.) Best of the Blondies Plenty Hot’ appeared in Collier's 
title nidine aaa while @ early in the year Republic paid 

—— a ae I $500 for it, then apparently tossed it 


high laugh voltage. out, saving only the label, for author 


‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par). of the mag tale, Duane Decker, is 
Program meller will provide ac- given no screen credit. Film is 


chalked up to an original by 
and Vera Caspary. 


tion support in the duals. Ropes 


‘Cowboy from Sundown’ : 
(Mono) Below standard Tex Rep apparently had a good idea in 
Ritter weshetn casting the picture, using Ruth Terry 

Ca . . 


and Johnny Downs in the romantic 


‘Fugitive from a Prison Camp’ leads and Barbara Allen ‘Vera 


(Col). Nothing. That's about Vague,’ of radio) and Billy Gilbert 
its chances also at the b.o. as the comedy lovemakers. It would 

sats ae . ’ have been fine had Miss Alien and | 
uel trem Gee yi nn Gilbert been held to the incidental 
(Rep). Another version — chores their roles called for. In- 
rugged existence in the Arctic; stead, they take up an overheavy 
good programmer, portion of the screen time. Result 











| is similar to an overdose of sugar in 
your coffee. Picture. the second for 








. j acking in a brisker : 

competent, af er he leisurely | OVerworked Miss Allen (first was 
pace from the already eisurely | p.5's ‘Barn Dance’ eialenbe asbeh 
screenplay. Camera work of F. A.|*€PS arn Lance ), certainly adds 
Young and the art chore are carried nothing to her promise as a screen 


comedienne. Gilbert likewise is 
| given too much although he carries 
| it off as well as can be expected. In 
addition to a sequence as an Oriental 
| princess, he does an abbreviated 
version of his sneezing routine. 


out with practical efficiency under 
associate banner of Harold Huth. 


LADY IN QUESTION 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Story concerns itself with a phony 


Columbia release of B. B. Kahane pro- | promoter of charity shows, Lester 
| duction. Stars Brian Aherne and Rita | Matthews, who moves into a build- 
Hayworth features Glenn Ford, Evelyn]. is : i . a : . : 
Keves, lrene Rich, Curt Bois, George | 1ng Owned by one of New York's 
| Coulouris Directed by Charles Vidor. | first old maid families, consisting of 
- reenpl o by Lewis “—~ x —— wy | Elisabeth Risdon, Miss Allen and 

Marce chard: camera, sucie # GMriot, ‘ ‘mes . > 
editor, Al Clark; asst. director, C. C, Cole: | Ruth Terry. In trying to evict the 
man, Jr. Previewed at Pantages, July 31, | ‘theatrical people,’ they find they 
40, Running time, 78 MINS. might use Matthews to raise funds 
— : ~ since stead f “. “A ner for a children’s home in which 
atuie Lopwuinm..e.. , eee ayworth ,* sract ‘ . 
‘esse Pn et --Glenn Ford | they're interested Maithews, of 
Michele Morestar Irene Rich | cOUrse, Scrams with the coin at the 
Defense Aitorney........ Cree eee (last minute, but honest Johnny 
Pre tin At oya (Corrigan me = accict: _ - } 
ee ae esta Maree Downs, his assistant, sees it through 
Robe Coste Edward Norris | after aiding copper Billy Gilbert to 
Hen irette sae .---Curt Bois |-catch his boss. Supposedly sophis- 
A - hl Father Pe hel} | ticated wisecracking of blonde 
oe ere ree ee eee ee urn af ‘ fil -" ~ o 
Sialintae Winstead Nicholas Bela | Claire Carleton, Matthews’ wifé@ in 
“ _ the film, is even a bit worse than 


iffett Frank Pettit 
Aergie Twittertor 7 jean Kemo-Welch 
Mrs. Ruddle Louise Hampton 


the schedule of Metro’s 


ill not 


Fourth on 
British product, this offering wv 
be confused with the epic qualities 
of its predecessors. Treatment of an 
episode in the debonair Lord Peter 
Wimsey’s career is a light and un- 
pretentious vehicle, developed strict- 


ly for audiences that take their en- 
tertainment with ease and well-wish- 
ing. With Robert Montgomery for 
marqueeing, ‘Honeymoon’ will hold 
them. although making no _ great 
splash. The Dorothy Sayers novel 


didn’t create any undue excitement 
as a play. It is not the right sort 
of material, and apparently too epi- 
sodic as a film vehicle. The Mont- 
gomery-Constance Cummings name 
may spell some b.o. in the States. 
Wimsey is a fitted tag for the gay 
fellow whose yen for crime detec- 
ition has filled many novels In 
Montgomery’s hands, the titled Sher- 
lock becomes a definite personality. 
Dressing the role with that nuance 
which the Hollywoodite has made his 
own, to him—along with a capable 
supporting cast that impresses all the 


vay—goes the major credit for keep- 
ing the thin material from cracking 
Film’s obvious weakness is in the 
original base, and becomes a likely 


target for critical moviegoers 
Unfolding at slow pace, tale car- 
ries Lord Peter Wimsey and his nov- 
elist bride (Constance Cummings) 
into a murder case, just as both have 


sworn off the brains versus crime 
technique. Gradually bogged down 


by the case. in self protection milord 
uncovers the job in a few swifi 
strokes—and the marriage game is 
free to continue. 
| Long absent from films, Miss Cum- 
mings brings a becoming freshness 
to the domestic angle to give picture 
exacting support. Seymour Hicks. 
Frank Peitingell. Louise Hampton and 
Leslie Banks are others whc help 
hola feature together. Notaole in 
the credited players are Joan Kemp- 
Welch, as the dithery village maid, , 
and Robert Newton. the no-good 
handyman she can’t land. 

Direction of Arthur B. Woods is: 


. ; the rest. Examples of snappy stuff: 

Remake of a French production, ‘I get put out more Sinan” Gea ae 
‘Gribouille, which was shown in family eat.’ And, bv Gilbert, ‘Are 
foreign language theatres under title you related to your sister?’ 
of ‘Heart of Paris,’ is an adequate Ruth Terry is a satisfactorv in- 
supporting programe! It will gen- | genue, although Lew Landers’ direc- 
erate comment because of its out-of-| tion too frequently lets her down. 
the ordinary tory factors. Al-| Downs exhibits slightly too much 
though this version sticks pretty American boy exuberant personal- 
close to the French picture, deft | ity, but is okay at hoofing and war- 
direction by Charles Vidor incor-  pjing Mary Lee, young Rep con- 
porates several incidental pieces of | tract player. does neatly with one 
business that prove valuable in! gng  ~° 5 = re 
building up audience interest. Inj” . ’ . 
addition, there’s a_ sterling per- Six tunes by Jule Styne, George 
formance by Brian Aherne who | Brown and Sol Meyer are of varying 
takes fullest advantage of a par- quality, Tequila, Latin number, 
ticularly meaty role The Trench standing out as the best. It's sung 
version, made a couple of years ago, | 0Y Downs and Miss Terry. Ballads 


starred Raimu. 
The story is simply and humanly 
told in a leisurely manner, seemingly 


| ‘What Fools These Mortals Be.” Mise 
Allen's and Gilbert’s ‘I'm Just a 
Weakie’ is another of the abortive 


with no accent attempted on the att ; 
dramatic episodes that slip neatly a een an to be funny, with which 
into the tale along the way. But it the picture is overloaded. Herb. 
catches interest from the start, and 2 3 


maintains a steady pace throughout, 


q 





juve players neatly around the trap 
with a strong rein of restraint. 

Each of the youngsters topping the 
cast gives an excellent dramatic 
account of himself, aided immeasur- 
ably not only by the direction, but 
by the natural and undramatic lines 
handed him by writers Karl Brown 
and David Silverstein, working from 
an original story by Richard Eng- 
lish. 

Tommy Kelly, in the top role, 
gains quick sympathy for himself as 
a gangster’s son upon whom the sins 
of his father are unfortunately vis- 
ited. Bobby Jordan, a fugitive from 
the Dead End Kids, retains some of 


his former characteristics as swell- 
headed and selfish athlete who 
finally catches up with himeelf, 


while Jackie Searl does well es the 
juve heavy. David Holt and Walter 
Tetley fill out the cadet roster ably. 
Warren Ashe and Earl Foxe are 
particularly good in adult roles. 
Joan Brodel, with a flash-on role, is 
the sole femme. 

As the title indicates, it’s a mili- 
tary school background. It's over- 
weight on the old hazing stuff at the 
getaway, and repetitious on the 
scenes of the track field, but moves 
on to the dramatic stuff satisfactorily 


enough. Kelly is entered ai the 
school under a phony moniker to 
shield him from the’ ignominy 


heaped on his dad. Newspapers find 
out and the kid is ostracized, but, 
with the aid of the commandant, 
fights it through. Turns out the 
school hero, as might be expected, in 
attempting to shield the  head- 
master’s son from some peculations. 
Jordan, of course, also straightens 
himself into an upstanding citizen. 
An added charm of the production 
to one familiar with the track and 
field scenes it depicts is the closeness 
with which it sticks to detail. High 
school and college athletes wii) favor 
that angle. Herb. 


DOOMED TO DIE 


Monogram release of Paul Milvern pre- 
duction, Stars Boris Karloff: features Mare 
jorie Reynolds, Grant Withers. Liirected by 
William Nigh. Screenplay. Ralph G. Fet- 

|} tinson; adapted by Michel Jucaiy  frem 
original by Hugh Wiley: came Barry 
Neumann; editor, Robert tielelen At 
Rialto. N, Y., July 29, 40. Running time, 
| 47 MINS. 
| James Lee Wong....... << Roris Karhkft 
Capt. Bill Street.... i (irant Withers 
ee ee 7 Mariorie Kevnolds 
We GC WOOTEN 5 056604068 ; Melvin Lang 
PO ae oe a , (iuyv Usher 
(ynthia Wentworth Catherine Craig 
Dick Fleming...... Willian: Srevling 


are ‘When a Fella’s Got a Girl’ and | 


at the same time refraining from in MILITARY ACADEM 
dicating developments in advance. Calambia. pro@uction and relese a 
Aherne is a small French shop- ine Poms Kelly, David Holt, Bobby 
. ore n ack? Sear receted by ) 2oes 

keeper, who becomes the fifth juror | | eaepman ~alber anges dl he oo . a R 
at a murder trial where Rita Hay-| David Silverstein front story bv Richard 
worth is the defendant. Aherne | English; came Allen G, Siegler; editoi 
successfully battles for her convic- | Gre Milford. At Globe. N.Y... week of 

: . ue 3. 1940 tunning time, 66 MINS 
tion, and later brings her into hisS | remme tes eo amnmmw Salis 
home and store to work when she is | Dick Hill Bobby Jordan 
homeless. The girl's past is kept! S4ndy Blake................ David Holt 
: h : CROMCMED SPOVOR, 546.0035 0s cnkecane Jackie Seari 
from Aherne’s family—wifely Iren® | anniv tawis. ne Metin 
Rich, dancing daughter Evelyn | Cadet Dewey.................. jimmy Butler | 
Keves, and astronomy-student son | Cadet Mackbern etek .i.. Walter Tetley 
Glenn Ford. The girl and her bene-| (20r" konaail no? a 
> . « . tT ee oven. BA fare y 
factor go through many Situations | Capt. Banning............ ... Warren bee sd 
to keep her identity secret; and com- | Marjorie Blake................. Joan Brode} 


plications arise when Ford falls in 
love with Miss Hayworth, her iden- 
tity is disclosed, and the youth dips) 4; 
into his father’s till for an elope- 
ment, But everything squares away 
for a chuckling finish. 

Despite confinement of the action} be enjoyed by both kids and not-toc- 
to two locales—the courtroom and | sophisticated adult trade. Much of 
Aherne’s store-home—Vidor provides | the credit for the deft manner in 


movement in unfolding this human | which the picture avoids the ever- 


Bit too moralizing and talky at 


(less a_ surprisingly 
juvenile problems. 


good drama of 


drama with humorous sidelights. | present pitfall of being over-sac- 
Miss Hayworth is capable as the charine goes to director D. Ross 
girl. and Curt Bois catches the spot-! Lederman. In virtually every in- 


light of attention with a splendid stance he has steered his 


mes, ‘Military School’ is neverthe- | 


It will click well | 
| in the second slot anywhere and will | 


cast of, 


Taking Hugh Wiley’s series of mag 


stories about the demon gumshoe 
James Lee Wong, Monogram has 
turned out a juicy little whodunit 
about the murder of a shipping ty- 
coon and a missing cargo of $1.500,- 
000 in contraband bonds. It's preity 
Zrim going at times, but. after everv- 
one is under suspicion. that cld 
sleuth, Boris Karloff, suavely ex- 
poses all the angles. Of course, he 
uses some clues that hadn't been re- 


vealed to the audience, but probably 
anything else would be too much to 


demand of a Class B-minor dualer. 
_ Flock of library shots of the burn- 
ing of the Morro Castle tits called 


the Wentworth Castle here) are used 


to open the picture, which then 
jumps to owner Wentworth. his 
quarrel with rival Fleming and the 
latter’s son, who wants to marry 
Wentworth’s daughter. When Wentf- 


worth is bumped off, the film lurches 
into the usual Hollywood cont: 
ances, which somehow fail to arouse 
much interest despite their violence. 
There’s even a_ semi-conscious 
who stumbles over more false 
than the audience 

Production and direction are egual 
to modest B-picture 
Karloff strolls through 
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cop 
ciues 


standards 
the niaZze of 


clues as if it required only a frac- 
tion of his attention. Grant Withers 
is pleasantly realistic as the dimwit 
copper, while Marjorie Reynolds is 
an appealing ingenue. The cthers 
are all passable. Hobe. 


I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart 
Now 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


Universal release of Joseph Sanferd pre- 
duction. Directed by Arthur Lubi) Sc reen- 
play by Scott Darling. Ern: Lazerus game 
Hal Block; origina] by Scott Darling ene 
Krna Lazarus; camera Elwood Brede!l 
editor, Paul Landres songs Milioy Raeer 
and Everett Carter Previewed at Pat 
tages, Aug. 2, 40. Running lime 64 
MINS, 
ee ae Dennis © Keefe 
Betty Gilbert Constance Moore 


Gertrude Morgan Helen Parrish 
Andy Manson , Lewis Hower 
Mre. Lowell... Laura Hope Crew? 
Mr. Morgan Samuel ©, Winds 


Senator Towell....... Berton Churehil 
Mrs, Thriffle...... Murparet Haroilion 
Mrs. Morgan..... eeeeeees Marjorie Gatesor 
a. SOs is'aa bees a ..+. Walter Soderling 
DN eLGts sob cunee kev ee att Walte Ee ldwin 
Judge Saunders Tim Ryan 
Rss 5 t59 ss 6400085540088 Hattie Neel 
Chuck eee ee reer ee ree Gaslord Penadleter 
Re eer aa .. Gene O'Donnell 
PEC OE lames Craig 
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This is one of those surprise pro- 
grammers that come along at too in- 
frequent intervals. Unpretentious 
in production outlay, and rather dim 
for the marquee lighting, picture 
nevertheless is spontaneous and ef- 
fervescing entertainment. Its @ 
particularly strong supporter for the 
key duals and subsequent houses, 
and will garner high total of beok- 
ings in those spots. Ii’s another in 
U’s cycle of films named after yes- 
teryear pop song hits. Picture spoi- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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“A masterpiece. Don’t let it slip by!” 
— JIMMIE FIDLER ee 


Famous Holly wood newspaper and radio correspondent 


“Orchids to "The Great McGinty’!”’ 
— WALTER WINCHELL 


feanous newspaper and radio columnist 


“A genuine'sleeper,’ rich ‘Fresh, breezy, 
b J 


in entertainment, that ‘vital and 


should click with all as thought. 


audiences. You are 


/ provoking as 
entertained hilari- 


it is entertain- 


ously and continu. , Meng 
y ; ing. Gives Para- 





a om beginni ; 
lly from beginning mount one of its 


to end!” 
—FILM DAILY 





most promising 


properties of the sea- 





son. As timely as the coming national 


election!,”’ -—-DAILY VARIETY 


“Something new, differ- 
: ent and exciting to attract the strays 
back from the beaches. The liveliest, 


: ae ‘The answer to any exhibitor’s prayer. Will 
freshest and different-est picture of- 





definitely send more ticket buyers home 





the month. A. slam-bang, rough. gee 
, ee 4 pleased with their buy than many million 
and-ready, brainy-brawnay comedy ps : 
: and two-million dollar pictures! A socko! 


..Stimulating is the word-forit. A} 
-—-HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 





most unusual, powerful, swift 


»** 


and entertaining comedy!” 


—M, P, DAILY 4 


| “‘A full measure of swell entertainment. 
At any time the feature could be pegged 
as a surprise hit. As writer-director, Preston 


+ Sturges rates raves!” —~ BOXOFFICE 


“A preview audience 
laughed itself sick to 
the verge of hys- 
terics. 80 minutes 


of humor!”’ 











“THE rel '19-Vi McGINTY” « Paramount ae atime -Tatela Donlevy 


Muriel Angelus - Akim Tamiroff + Written and Directed by Preston Sturges *. Gea. ¢ 
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lighted, except on the closeups, the 
| figures become small and far away. 
|Great problem in enlarging the 
; screen is getting a lens for the rear 


ermi Sterns Juke-Box Shorts Point 


























Up New Gadget s Sundry Deficiencies 


By HERB GOLDEN 


With a dozen or more outfits rac- 
ing to get their particular brand of 
coin-in-the-slot film machines off of 
assembly lines, the trade press was 
invited to what can be set down 
as nothing less than a very auspi- 
cious occasion last Thursday (1}. It 
was a kind of preview of previews 
—the first public showing of films 
especially made for juke-boxes, And 
as, at the stroke of 3 p.m., the boys 


marched into a suite in the Hotel St. | 


Moritz, N. Y., they seemed duly im- 
pressed with the historical signifi- 
cance of what they were about to 
watch. 

Under the proud eye of Yermi 
Stern, for whose Talk-A-Vision the 


who popped in for the windup, ad- 
mitted the pictures might not be all 
they could be due to the newness of 
the device. He was willing to con- 
cede further that perhaps a new 
technique might have to be devised 
instead of the usual shots of various 
sections and solo instrumentalists in | 
the band, which he had used. He 
attempted quite a few trick angle 
shots, but still they seemed trite and | 
ineffective. 
Talk-A-Vision screen is 21 by 28 
inches. In future batches this will 
be enlarged three or four inches by 
cutting away some ef the margin of 
the box. Present screen appears of 
_rather generous proportions when 
the machine is in repose, but, when 


pictures were made, the reviewers | 


were directed to sofas and chairs 
in a narrow path directly in front of 
two of the eight-feet high boxes 
which resemble kind of clothes clos- 
ets with windows. Around the sides 
of the room sat seven or eight 
swarthy gentlemen, mostly of Italian 
vintage, who were not introduced 
and whose purpose seemed vague. 
They just sat. Some of them had 
their hands in pockets. One of the 
newspapermen queried, ‘What? Isn't 
Edward G. Robinson here?’ 

Finally the moment arrived. Mr. 
Stern, with a broad smile, stepped 
up to machine No. 1, fished carefully | 
in his pocket and brought out a 
shiny new nickel. With a minor 
flourish it went into the slot. The 
juke box president pushed the lever. 
‘Talk-A-Vision Presents, with a 
sounding of trumpets, flashed on) 
and coin-in-the-slot pictures had of- 
ficially been born. 

Berle’s New Schnoz 

There were eight three-minute 
subjects. Six of them had funny lit- 
tle introes by Milton Berle in his 
own imitable style. It was Berle’s 
first motion picture appearance with 


his new surgeon-tailored nose. It 
has a wonderful juke-box person- 
ality. So does Berle—and a new 


career can be seen ahead for him. 

Subject No. 1 was Leo Reisman’s 
band, with Reisman looking scared 
as a blitzkrieg victim when Berle 
tried to bring him before the cam- 
era for a session of kidding. He 
went into his number, instead. 

No. 2 was Ruth Daye, dancer, who 
was in ‘Leave It to Me’ on Broadway 
two seasons ago. Reisman played 
the background music and Miss 
Daye looked quite attractive, despite 
a seeming lack of brilliance in the 
pictures, which Stern explained re- 
sulted from the daylight coming into 


the room in rather large quantities. | 


He got up and turned on the electric 
lights to show they would have little 
effect. He was right. 

At the finish of No. 2, Berle got 
in one more gag. He called Miss 
Daye back into camera range and 
looked very come-on as he asked her 
her age. ‘Fifteen,’ she replied. Mil- 
ton walked off the screen. 

Next came the Saxon Sisters, two 


of them, harmonizing ‘Broadway 
Rhythm,’ again with Reisman aid. 
Singing was satisfactory in a half- 


hearted way, but the same can hard- 


ly be said for the production. One 
of the Miss Saxons was wearing a 
black and white creation which 


made the white half of her appear 
strangely naked and the other Miss 
Saxon wasn’t very well dressed on 
coin-in-the-slot standards, either, 
Why No Selector 

Then came the Four 
bearded and miustachioed refugees 
from a ‘Gay Nineties’ production. 
They sang ‘That Old Gang of Mine’ 
and emphasized why engineers are 
working so hard to evolve a cheap- 
ly-attached selector device for the 
boxes. Stern said that on his ma- 
chines, however, he doesn't want a 
selector because a couple subjects 
would get all worn out while others 
would nevei be played. Four Dudes 
makes his point clear. 

Leo Reisman again in No. 5 posi- 
tion, with his vocalist, Anita Boyer, 
featured in ‘Latins Know How.’ 
Miss Boyer’s a nice-looker—but not 


Dudes, 


in this picture. Seems as if she 
must have forgotten makeup. And 
the hairdresser didn’t do right by 


her, either, for films. She probably 
won't wonder after this why Holly- 
wood’s stars sometimes sit for the 
hairdresser three hours before each 
day’s shooting. 

Reisman takes it alone on ‘Swing- 
ing the Blues’ for the next. Then 
there are the Four Dudes again with 
*‘She’s Only a Bird in a Gilded Cage,’ 
‘Wait Till the Sun Shines Nellie’ 
and ‘Old Grey Bonnet.’ Of course, 
it costs only a nickel, and Stern put 
that in himself, so who's to com- 
plain? 

Finale was Reisman and Miss 
Beyer again, doing ‘I Can't Resist 
You.’ Femme’s chanteuseng was par- 
ticularly entrancing, although, nat- 
urally, she still didn’t have makeup 
on, nor had her hair-do been 
changed. Berle said good-bye for 
Talk-A-Vision and it was all over. 


Films were made by B.K. (Benny) | 


Blake at West Coast Sound Studios 
on 57th street, Manhattan. Blake, 


‘cently set adrift from a Metro con- 
, tract and is now freelancing. A few 


projector which has a wide enough 


langle to cover the whole thing at 


such short range. As it is, the edges 
are very hazy. Haze comes im 
towards the center as the spectator 
moves off to one side. Stern’s engi- 
neers have got around this partially 
by placing mirrors all over the 
room. From many positions, the pic- 
tures can be seen much better in a 
mirror than by looking directly at 
them. Stern said he hopes to get 
20.000 of the machines out the first 
ear. 

' Pictures shown by Talk-A-Vision 
are not the first to be produced for 
the boxes. James Roosevelt a couple 
weeks ago completed a batch of 10 
for the Mills Novelty Co. jukers, but 
these have not been publicly exhib- 
ited. Phonovision, Sam Sax-Frank 
Orsatti outfit, begins shooting this 
week with Abe Lyman’s crew in 
New York. Sax maintains he will 
be able to start delivery of the ma- 
chines within 10 days and is count- 
ing on 22,000 for the initial year. 











I’m Nobody’s Sweetheart 
Now 


lights attention on Dennis O’Keefe 
as a personable and capable young | 
leading man, who can go far with | 
proper material. O’Keefe was re- 


more opportunities during the com- 
ing year such as this one will lift | 
him into high b.o. rating. 

Original by Seott Darling and 
Erna Lazarus is geared to present 
audience requirements. The writ- | 
ers, with Hal Block, have concocted | 
a tightly-knit script that accentuates | 
the light and humorous qualities of 
the yarn throughout. Deft direction 
by Arthur Lubin has much to do 
with the overall results. 

O’Keefe, grid hero-son of Berton 
Churchill, who has’ gubernatorial | 
aspirations, gets parental assignment 
to entertain Helen Parrish, daughter 
| of an upstate political boss. Kids are 
in a dilemma, as O’Keefe is in love 
with singer Constance Moore, while 
Miss Parrish 
Howard. Pair decide to go out to- 
gether, separate for their respective 
| lovers, and meet to return home to 
hoodwink the parents. All goes well 


until O’Keefe and Miss Parrish real- | 


ly fall in love, with Miss Moore and 
Howard paired in engineering plans 


_that only get the couple in deeper | 
| with the home folks, until the wed- | 


ding finally comes off regardless. 
There’s sparkle and levity in the 
wholesome good humor unfolded 
along the way to make for general 
entertainment. Gonstance Moore 
| sings three songs in the night spot; 
‘'m Nobody’s Sweetheart Now,’ an 


oldie: and two new ones, ‘Got Love’ | 


and “There Goes My Romance.’ The 
Cansinos also do a Spanish dance 
number in the floor show. Walt. 


CAPTAIN CAUTION 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Artists release of Hal Roach pre- 
; produced by Richard Wallace and 


United 
ductior 


Grover Jones. Features Victor Mature, 
Louise Platt, Leo Carrille, Bruce “Cabot. 
Directed by Richard Wallace. Screenplay 
by Grover Jones, from novel by Kenneth 
Roberts; camera, Nerbert Bredine; photo- 
graphic effects, Roy Seawright; editor, 
James Neweomb; music, Fhil Ohman; 
lyrics, Foster Carling; sociate directors 
Richard Talmadge and Bernard Cart Pre- 
viewed at Westwood Village, July 29, '40 
Running time: 64 MINS. 

Dan Marvin....... .. Vietor Mature 
COUN cf on dv ak e's coviccceescc dete. Piatt 
MOOG ORE sis fic ccoesccccccsccsst® Careiile 
oe ree eT errr ee .Bruce Cabot 
COM. BOOMROs <cevcccecvess Robert Barrat 
WER as ckwcenencecees Vivienne Osborne 
Re CRN: oa. b eines av etre Miles Mander 
ries cheridecacosesad ..E!l Brendel | 
8 SR ere en eee ...-Roseoe Ates 
Sad Biyes...... ee ee Andrew Tombes 
Mr. Potter Fisddvvasess Aubrey Mather 
on  , OEE EEO Ee eT ree Alan Ladd 
Fish Peddler Pat O'Malley 
Capt. Stanmnage........0.- Lioyd Corrigan 
Capt. Deeatur. Ted Osbern 


Landlady : 
English Officer 
Americar Consu! 


eee . Ann Codec 
Romaine Callender 
: Pierre Watkins 
(lifford Severn 


0 ee Or eee Jr. 
Blinks.... Bud Jamison 
Kenneth Roberts’ noveletic ad- 


ventures of an American sailing bark 
in the War of 1812 period are here 
presented in film form by Hal Roach, 
with director Richard Wallace and 
| seripter Grever Jones taking credit 
| for co-producing. Although the pic- 
{ture holds plenty of robust action, 
, excitement and knockabout battles, 
jit never quite makes up its mind 
whether to be a straight adventure 
|drama or a Gilbert and Sullivan 
| operetta presentation of the subject. 
|As result, ‘Captain Cautien’ is a 
| strange hodgepodge of effects, with 
work of both the writer and director 
abetting the conditions. 

Light on marquee strength, aside 
from possible exploitation of Reberts 
las author of ‘Northwest Passage,’ 
j} this one will greove in the minor 
| bookings as filler for attention of 
| the grammar school trade. 

Attempts to develop drama and 
romance miss fire continually, and 
the battles aboard ship—although 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 14 


_supplies romantic interest 


is engaged to Lewis | 








geared to the spectacular—obviously 
show their staging whe.. sailors start 
tumbling before they are hit. Bat- 


| tlers drop to the deck and overboard 
| like tenpins, 


apparently happy in 


withdrawing from the scuffle. 

Story details the adventures of the 
Olive Branch, an American bark of 
the period. Homeward bound with 
a valuable cargo, it is captured by 


| the British and used as a prison ship 


by the man-cf-war. But Capt. 
Stephen Decatur arrives to rescue 
the Americans, who again proceed 
on their way to a French port to 
elude further capture. Ship is cap- 
tured and recaptured several times 
before it gets back to home port. 
Victor Mature is the vigorous 
youth whe takes command after 
death of the skipper. 


pestuous 
the sea. 


and strong-willed girl 
Leo Carrillo, El Brendel 


anc Roscoe Ates supply what comedy | between Carole Landis and 





| 


milk the audience of every possible 
drop of suspense perspiration. 
Albert Duffy’s story, whipped inte 
scenario by Blondie vet, Richard 
Flournoy, is the best of the series to | 
date. This picture has the strength 
of being a fave family selection al-_ 
ready, and if the selling is poured | 
on, it can go b.o. places. Director 
and the technical | 





—~ 


| Fugitive From a Prison 
| Camp 


Columbia release of Larry Darmour pro. 
duction, Stars Jack Holt: features Marjan 
Marsh, Robert Barrat, Phillip Terry, Den. 
nis Moore, Juck LaRue. Directed by Lewis 
I’, Collins. Story, Albert DeMond ana 
Stanley Roberts; editor, Dwight Caldwet)- 
photography, James 8. Brown, Jr. At Rialto’ 








Frank Strayer, Al | N. ¥.. week Aug. 3, '40, Running time, 5% 
staff, all rate a bow. More like this | MENS, 
and the Blondies will be in the Sheri. Lawson tba knseenees Jack Holt 
. |} Ann Baldwin..... ecccccesee+ Marian Marsh 
major leagues. Art. | Chester Rusgsell.,............Robert Barrat 
Se Billi Mar@ing@...ceccccccceccess Phillip Terry 
Sinmmer Martit..ccccecccccces Dennis Moore 
Oe Ss bc oceesavscacteeoone Jack LaRu 
MYSTERY SEA RAIDER | Ted Baldwin......- ...George Offerman, ay 
=P Z Sobby Tayler... Cececece Frankie Burk 
Hollywood, July 31. eter ERRGESTER. cccecdesceces Donald alnes 
Paramount release of Eugene J. Zukor | Jerome Davis....... cece ees Alan Baldwin 
production, Features Carole Landis, Henry | Robert O’Brien............ Frank LaRue 
Wilcoxon, Onslow Stevens. Directed by | Chuckhle®,.....cccceecccevess Ernest Morrison 
Edward Dmytryk, Screenplay by Edware | 
E. Paramore, Jr., based on story by Rob- | 
ert Grant; camera, Harry Fishbeck and | ‘Fugitive from a Prison Camp’ 
Dewey Wrigley: editor, Archie Marchek; |. ,y,° : s 
asst. director, Stanley Goldsmith l're- _ won't provide any nourishment for 
viewed at Paramount, L. A., July 30, °40. the exhibitor. From all appearances 
Running time, 76 MINS, it has been shot by Larry Darmour 
June McCarthy.............. Carole Landis | on a dime, 
4 t. Jimmy Madden...... Henry Wilcoxen | ° : P 
Can cama ee Onslow Stevens | Dealing with the most obvious 
Maggie Clancy.......... Kathleen Howard  Smalltime crime and _  atiempting 
Blake, 3rd Mate.......... Wallace Rairden | platitudinously to point up prison 
Pi cvsnebeceede sb 60e0ees Sven-Hugo Borg reforms on the theor that first f 
Commander Bulow.......... -Henry Victor | y Sst Ol- 
0 Ng ee Roland Varne | fenders are not such bad guys at 
DEP intundnyhoseessensbedins's Louis Adien heart if given a chance, the story is 
OS. rr Will Kaufman | of the most hackneyed character 
Ss SE cc cccceceeened ad Monte Blue The dial is b l : : E 
Capt. Howard............Matthew Boulton e lalog 1S anal, action tedious 
Capt Van Wyek.:......<.. Gohr Van Vieck and performances for the most part 
SS Pere jean Del Val stilted. 
Cn CK ec s cad nkekew Kay Linaker | 


Hughes, Carl's Chauffeur 
Sparks, Radio Operator 


Reed Howes | 
.. Philip Warren 


As indicated by the title, this one 
embarks on a melodramatic voyage 


On the high seas and sticks close to 


regulation formula in detailing the | 


Jack Holt is too nice a sheriff to 


| begin with, even though he's the law 


in what apparently is a small com- 
munity. But how come there are so 
many young prisoners in his county 
jail and on the road-building project 
which he engineers as a means of 


adventures of a ship hijacked and rehabilitating baddies in their 
converted into a German raider in| teens? 
the Carribean. Lacking cargo of| The office of the craft contractor 


marquee strength, and of average | 
program merit, ‘ Aystery Sea Raider’ | 
will sail through the lower brackets 
of the duals where action is re- 
quired. 

Nothing unusual about the yarn | 
unfolded. It takes some footage to 
get up steam and out in the ocean | 
where the German officers and crew | 
can take over, and then follows 
through a series of familiar episodes 


Louise Platt |Of ship sinkings, crowding of sur- 
as a tem- | Vivors in the hold, and the eventual 
of | destruction of a British cruiser. 


There’s an interweave of romance | 
Henry 


there is present; while Bruce Cabot | Wilcoxen, the girl conveniently taken 


walks through with designs on both | along on the freighter so 
the girl and ship for slave-trading | in on the heroics at the finish. 
Gast is handicapped by |there’s the German 


activities. 
the inadequate direction throughout. 

A eonsiderable amount of process 
photography is utilized for the ocean 
and ship scenes, anc work is best 
contribution to the picture. Several 


the early icels. Walt, 


Blondie Has Servant 
Trouble 


Columbia preduction and release, Stars 
Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 
Simms, Directed by Frank R, Strayer, 

| Story, Albert Duffy: screenplay, Richard 
Flournoy; camera, Henry Freulieh; editor, 
Gene Havlick: music, Leigh Harlime. Re- 
| wiewed Varsty, Lincoln, Aug. 2, °40. 
Running time: 69 MINS, 
SOUND. oc kas ce iwoetiecbees Penny Singleton 
Dagwood chew Arthur Lake 
Raby Dumpling... .cccccescess Larry Simms 
Alvin. o 6c ccsee6eeosece Danny Mummert 
SEMOTS. «ss cavthooégenesesee tt Jonathan Hale 
VAUahn. .. .+0s05he0secccessesce Arthur Hohl 
Bra. Vaurhti...2saseses eovcccece Esther Dale 
DEGTUIMIAN . ... nncecdeocescs @...-Irving Bacon 
1 Heration.....ccccccscccecces .. Rav Terner 
DEOTHAN. .. . csnenccecseeseses Walter Soderling 
| Mr Fuddle er Fay Helm 
‘Blondie Has Servant Trouble’ is 
a good example of a title which 


keeps secrets, and a bad example of 
exploitation possibilities as viewed 
Tag on this flicker 
considerable understatement, 
and only hints at the comedy con- 
tained in the piece. Publicists can 
throw ghosts all over the lobby, 
promise the patrons a first-class 
spook show, and make all the eracks 
|about Blondie’s haunted house they 
want to, and for commercial rea- 
sons, that’s the gesture to make. 
Pic starts with the usual bicker- 
ing, Blondie beefing for a servant, 
and putting the heat on Dagwood 
(Arthur Lake) to get a $10 raise out 
of which the maid will be paid. His 
boss, Jonathan Hale, gives him the 
cold shoulder, because his real 
estate company is in the wallows 
over lumor that a mansion owned 
by it is haunted. He then hits on 
a plan to offer the dim-witted Bum- 
steads the run of the place, with 
| servants, in the hopes that their liv- 
ing in the house will quell the ru- 
mors. Accepiance on the part of 
Penny Singleton and Arthur Lake 
jis the immediate signal for ghostly 
| goings-on. 
| Servants turn out to be Arthur 
Hohl, a belfry-batted magician, and 
his wife, Esther Dale. Hohl fancies 
he really should own the joint, since 
it was built with the profits from 
sale of illusions to the magic frat. 
Prior to their arrival on the scene, 
colored boy Ray Turner, with much 
| white of eye, sends them into a 
‘scarey stem-winder, because he has 
‘to stay in the haunted house all 
/night as part of a lodge initiation. 
Assembly of this collection of nutti- 
ness, real and potential, under the 
single roof, is about all the old man- 
sion can stand. Panels pop cut, 
closet walls fold up, and a labyrinth 
of secret passages are explored to 


by the she wman. 


1S a 


{ 


she can get 


Also 

secret service 

agent, Onslow Stevens, who turns 

|out to be a captain in the Nazi 
navy. 








; Ray Millhollamd; camera, Jack Marta; su- 
}and its German crew are put out of | pervising editer, Murray Seldeen; editor 
}cOmmission. Elimination of exten- \-danongga ae ag nr oed Ra bre ry 
|sive footage in this sequence is|¥ “Aug. 5°40. Running time, 15 MINS, 
needed. 2 Jim Holden..... eeceeeeses- Chester Morris 
Shots of the converted freighter, | Anne W ebster.........--.-....Jane Wyatt- 
submarines and other ships are in- | Bill Bogler.......... Nee Charles Bickford 
serted at frequent intervals. There's | jj." """* canases ee oanees Tae Pemornes 
‘ : ROMA... cccccsevcseeccee ee Kate Lawson 
| also a number of miniatures, tank | Ninimook. es weee.-JOhn Bleifer 
| shots and old newsreel clips—most of | Mrs. Rearfat Tillicoot......... Mamo Clark 
| which can be easily tabbed. Mrs Broken {Thumb.... eececes Ferike Boros 
| Stevens provides a strong per- — Broken Thumb.......... Fen pore 
|formance as the German captain | Poker Player...----------.-.. Ed Gargen 
| despite the inadequacies of direction. | Dealer........ssssceesees Speneer Cherters 
| Miss Landis has a few moments and | POKCr Player....seseeeeee- ieee ome < 
| Wilcoxon is okay as the young | Trapper... 177 727777277" a) Jenks ° 
American skipper. Supporting cast | Man at the Dock............. Gene Morgen 
| standard. Walt, | ‘Blitzen’ (Dog)........-. Ace 


a! | line 
songs of minor rating are inserted in | 


|ating from that main 


Although picture keeps a straight 
in unfolding its melodramatic 
mood, and makes no pretense of devi- 
objective, it 
carries handicap of some below-par 
directing. Interest lags towards the 
finish after the British battle cruise: 
looms off the port bow, and too much 
incidental footage is consumed on 
unimportant details before the raide) 


Cowboy From Sundown | 
(WITH SONGS) 


| under 
'camps as though they were camp- 


looks more like that of a Hollywood 
agent, and the way a flock of youth- 
ful convicts are permitted to work 
skimpy guard and live in 


ing out for the fun of it, is some- 
thing else Darmour might be asked 
about. 


Love story is as thin as consomme 
and there is nary a laugh in the 58 
minutes, though a feeble effort has 
been made to draw blood in that 
cirection through Ernest Morrison, a 
colored kleptomaniac, character. 

Phillip Terry, an innocent sen- 
tenced to prison, and Marian Marsh 
are paired romantically. They click 
about as strong as a hot chocolate in 
®8-degree .summer heat. Robert 
Barrat, a fine character actor, gives 
the best performance as the engi- 
neer on the prison camp road-con- 
structing project who sells out to a 
local contractor. Char, 


Girl From God’s Country 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pri 


duction, Features Chester Morris, Jane 
| Wyait, Charles Bickford. Directed by Sid 
ney Salkow, Screenplay, Elizabeth Mee- 
min, Robert Lee Johnson; additional dialox 


Malcolm Stuart Boylan; based on story by 


Republic has apparently let go the 
works on this production effort. Re- 


| sult is a picture that, despite a com- 


monplace story, is capably made, 


Monogram release of Kdward Finney pre " aioe - F . 

duction. Stars Tex Ritter; features Koscoe pel suasiy ely played and holds Inter s 
| Ates. Directed by Spencer Gordon Bennet est. It’s not stron@enough either as 
Screenplay Rolland oe h and Robert Em- | entertainment or in marquee value 
mett, from origina vy Lyneh camera, . a , -_ 
Mareel A. LePicard; musical director, to get many first-run date 5, but it 
| Frank Sanuceci; songs. Tex Ritier, Frank | Should be satisfactory in the subse- 
| Harford, Johnny Lang: Lew Porter At quents. 

| Arena, N. Y.. Aug. 2, '40; dual Running , P 

time, 57 MINS. Yarn is about a doctor and the 
are Tex Ritter Nurse who assists him in serving the 
= Davis.......scecscees--- Pauline Haddon | sparse population of natives in re- 
SE reer Rose Ates he < ’ sding i . 
Mick Cuttler.....00000s0< Pre Le-torengy Mase mote Alaska. _ He's hiding in that 
| Cylus Cuttler........... Georee Pembroke | Primitive region because he was 
| Steve Davie.............. ...Dave O'Brien | wanted on a murder charge of giv- 
| Prunetla Wallaby........ Patsy Moran jing his imeurably-sick father an 
| Varco. oeeece James Farrar rerdos { dative. When h atuee 
| Pete.. et eevecccoereeneees Chick Hannen overaose 0 sedative. 1en e save 
| Judge Pritchard............. Slim Andve from snow blindness the detective 
Pranto.....-.--.-seeeeeees: Bud Osberne | who has tracked him down, the lat- 
Bret Stockton Glen Strange — 7 ” : 1 

ter ‘forgets’ having found him—and 


All the old stereotyped situations 


plenty of thorns. It'll be a pain for 
exhibs, even in the most remote sit- 
uations. 

Dialog, camera and direction are 
woefully poor in ‘Cowboy from Sun- 
down,” with the acting suffering eon- 
sequently from the bad handling by 
director Spencer Bennett. 

Pauline Haddon is a fair looker in| 
the inconsequential story of crooked 
mortgage foreclosing, but otherwise | 
hasn't much to do except share in 
the little romantic interest the warn 
has, with Ritter. of course, affording 
the second party. He's giving his 
standard performance, slow, draw]- 
ing and without much acting ability. 
But his warbling’s fair, one of his | 
three tunes being one which he co- | 





romance blossoms in the Arctic. 
Portions of the film are both scen- 


| that have relegated westerns to the ically and dramatically effective—in 
lower rung of duals have been every case they’re both or neither. 
nae for this Tex Ritter Scenes of the doctor's crude motor- 
starrer, a cactus opera that’s g0t) post chugging across the Alaska 


waters, shots of a fur-trapping post 
and several indoor scenes are ef- 
fectively handled. Other sequences, 
such as the dog-team chases, an 
avalanche and -blizzard, are palp- 
able studio fabrications—and phony 
drama. 


Production and direction are thus 
uneven, but the acting is almost uni- 
formly convincing. Chester Morris, 
who has been frequently misused in 
a long string of hopeless parts 1n 
Hollywood, gives a simple, direct 
and moving performance as_ the 
hard-bitten surgeon. Jane Wyatt is 
visually uneven as the nurse, but 
she uses her voice expressively. 
Charles Bickford is his customarily 


authored with Frank Harford. How- | effective self as the detective and 
ever, none of. the numbers passes; Maia is a_ thoroughly authentic 
muster. Roscoe Ates affords some! Eskimo. Pieture could stand ad- 
| comedy relief. ditonal editing. Hobe. 
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Par Balks 





other majors because of the large | 
mumber of theatres in its exhibition | 


empire. On the one hand it wants 
to retain its vast theatre interests, 
yet on the other in view of the size 
of its chain, around 1,500 houses, it 
stands to face a stronger shock than 
others under the burdensome pro- 
posals of the consent decree It dif- 
fers from RKO, Loew's, 20th and 
WB, also, in that it has so many 
partners associated with it in the- 
atre operation. 
Wilby and Par Partners 
One of these, R. B. Wilby, of At- 


lanta. often called the shrewdest 
operator in America (also one of 


the most fearless), is representing 
all Par partners in the anti-consent 
movement together with Fred Kent, 
general counsel for the E. J. Sparks 
Florida circuit. also a Par partner- 
ship. They were expected in New 
York Monday (5) but postponed the 
trip and may be up toward the end 
of the current week instead with a 
view to pressing their demand that 
Par turn down the suit settlement 
plan as now written. 

Reached in the south by long- 
distance telephone, Wilby stated he 
and Kent represent all Par partners 
and might be in New York this week 
to talk to the Government attorneys 
and others. He stated they had al- 
ready had one talk with Department | 
of Justice men on the consent de- 
cree negotiations. | 

Wilby takes exception principally 
to the provision calling for the sale 
of pictures in blocks of five, though 
he and other Par associates are gen- 
erally against the whole consent de-| 
cree and various other proposals 
such as trade screenings, making a 
run available, discrimination by dis- 
tribs and arbitration features. 

Wilby points out that in his talks 
with exhibitors it is evident that the 
majority does not realize that the 
blocks-of-five-plan would not be 
“breakable, in other words permit) 
an exhib to buy less than the five if 
he wanted. In single-feature terri- 
tory this would particularly bring 
about a hardship, Wilby opines, be- 
cause for every good picture suit-| 
able for single-billing, the account 
would have to-take several clucks he 
couldn't do anything about. 

Proposals Unchanged 

Contrary to some incorrect reports 

in the trade, the consent decree has 


not been changed as to substance, 
although there has been some jug- 
gling with the legal language. 


the same as it was 
developed 


Basically, it is 
when a storm against it 
in the exhibition field. 

The provision for selling in blocks 
of five without any cancellation re-| 
mains in, as does trade screenings of 
all pictures before they can be sold. 
Making some run available has not 
been changed either, nor has the 
provision relating to the filing of 
complaints for adjudication by arbi- 
tration. 

The basis for bringing an arbitra- 
tion proceeding is referred as silly 


by one of the highest attorneys in 
the industry. Arbitration cannot be 


brought by a complainant if he of 
the corporation controls more than 
five theatres. At first this proposal 
was that arbitration could not be 
resorted to if the exhibitor had more 
than one. ‘That was even sillier,’ it 
was added. 
A theatre operating spokesman 
points out if an operator wants a 
run other than he now has, the 
question of whether he is entitled to 
it would be determined by arbitra- 
tion and then, in buying, there would 
be open bidding with the distributor. 


The distrib who discriminates 
against a regular customer is also 


subject to arbitration but if the ex- 
hib asking for an increase in run has 


more than five theatres, he isn’t al- 
lowed in. Operators for this rea- 
son call the arbitration setup one- 
sided Ostensibly the idea of the 
Government is to give these arbi- 
tration rights mainly to the little 
fellow. 

Agree on Nine Months’ Trial 

In the event 20th-Fox and Par 


swing along on the consent decree as 
presently standing, then it will be, 
placed into effect without regard to 
the ‘Little Three’ (Columbia, UA 
and Universal), which have with- 
drawn and are out of the U. S. pro- 
ceedings ‘without prejudice’ to the 
Government, 

The plan, in the event of agree- 
ment by the Big Five, is to place the | 
consent decree pact into effect in the) 
marketing of the 1941-42 product, | 
probably sometime next summer} 
when selling gets under way. In 
that event, agreement has been| 
tacitly reached that the consent de- 
cree would be given a nine months’ | 
trial on ‘41-42 product. At the ex-| 
piration of that period, the results | 
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| vite Monogram, Republic and 
| other independent producers to sign 


settled as soon as 


At Consent 








under the consent decree, based on 
financial findings and practicability 
of the plan, would determine 
whether it should come to an end or 
not. 

What would happen then is doubt- 
ful—a new administration might 
even be in Washington—but if the 
Big Five doesn’t come along unani- 
mously on the consent now, it Is 
stated as presumable the suit would 
go to trial. Government attorneys 
are pushing for a quick answer by 
the Big Five now. ‘After all, I can't 
blame them,’ said a leading attorney, 
‘they've been on the consent decree 
thing a long time now. It means a 
lot to them but I can’t see where it 
will do any good in the picture in- 
dustry.’ 


Downtown Legalists See 
Signaturing by Sept. 1 


Despite the ‘uptown’ wrangling 
among trade executives, the down- 
town end avers that, after almost 
nine weeks of bickering, the Depart- 
ment of Justice and defense attor- 
neys for the major film companies 
are nearing an_ accord. Agree- 
ments have been reached on all 
principal matters to be incorporated 
in a decree, and all that remains to 
be done is the smoothing over the 
wordage of that decree, and the 
drafting thereof, these sources claim. 

On Thursday (1) Paul Williams. 
prosecutor of the case for the Gov- 
ernment, left for a minimum of two 
weeks’ stay in Washington where he 
will consult with Thurman Arnold, 
head of the anti-trust division, and 


Robert Jackson, attorney general, 
on the terms to be set up. Left 
in N. Y. are A. H. Feller and 
Robert Sher, special assistants to 


the attorney general on the con- 
sent decree staff. who, together with 
a committee to be appointed by the 
defendants, will draft the decree. 
At the present time it is planned 
to have a trial period for the decree 
which will be nine months. At the 
end of that time. if everything has 
worked out to the satisfaction of 
both sides, the decree will then be 
incorporated in legislation. While 
the position of Columbia, United 
Artists and Universal still remains 
the same, with the three companies 
adamant in their refusal to sign any- 
thing, U. S. spokesmen are hopeful 
that after attorneys for these com- 
panies see the final draft, a tenta- 
tive copy of which was sent to 
Washington Friday (2), these three 
will sign also. It is planned to in- 
any 


the decree, making it similar to the 
NRA code in that it will be standard 
and effective for the entire industry, 
now and forever. 

Some of the arguments of the five 
producer-exhibitors thus will be met 


for they, with an eve to the future, | 


have protested that perhaps they 
will not remain on ton forever, and 
should econemic circumstances make 
it hard for them in the future, they 
would not desire to be bound by 
certain conditions which rivals, 
growing in strength, were not bound 
by. Legislative action and a general 
signing by those in the business to- 
day, and those who might enter in 
the future, will take care of this ob- 
jection, the Government feels. 
Par Still Balky 

Paramount has still not withdrawn 
its objections to Clauses 1, 3 and 6 
of the decree, but it is felt that the 
company may do So soon. The Jus- 
tice Dept. feels that further conces- 
sions to the companies in the block- 
booking field are out of the question 
and has made its position clear to the 
defendants. It is felt that the largest 
concession has already been granted 
in eliminating the issue of theatre 
divorcement. and the defendants 
thus should cooperate in eliminating 
other ‘evils’ which 


suggests. 


It was pointed out by one U. S 
representative that at the start of 
the discussions the Government had 
a fairly strong case which it felt 
sure of winning. This case has been 
immeasurably strengthened by the 
meetings, since a great deal of in- 


formation was secured by the U. S. 
which it was uncertain of before, 
but the defendants gained nothing, 
sink iey already knew practically 
all the Government's case. This fact, 
declared this attorney, makes it 
doubly imperative that the action be 
possible by the 
defendants. 

Present estimates of the length of 
time necessary range from three 
weeks to three months. It is esti- 
mated by the Government that a 
final draft can be secured by late 
August, and signed and placed in 
Judge Henry Warren Goddard’s 


the Government 


hands by Sept. 1. The entire agree- 
ment would not immediately go into 
effect but just those portions of it 
which do not seriously affect the 
present status of the industry. This 
would mean that the selling season 
of 1940-41 would not be touched, and 
anything in the decree in connection 
with this would be delayed a year. 
However, such things as the elimina- 
tion of unfair trade practices and 
discrimination against independents 
will go into effect immediately upon 
signing. 
‘Bootleg’ Houses 

Other questions which arose dur- 
ing the week at the conferences 
which still remain to be negotiated 


—— 
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tary and time element, will need ad-| 


justment; possibly through a ‘block- 
booking’ system taking 
eration seasonal price variations. 
Omitting films which have 
home representation in. every coun- 
try, other phases of show biz still 
consider this an uncharted land. 
Touring talent continues to barge in 
unprepared, unaware of what must 
be faced. And likely as not, they 
are disappointed and the audience 


are the machinery to be set up for | feels the same way. but louder. 


arbitration and what can be arbi- 


Several bad flops of undoubtedly 


trated. One specific stumbling block | first-class performers have occurred 


which is expected to be ironed out | here 
‘bootleg’ | poor arrangements, 
houses, about which the defendants | side or both to know the other, lan- 
In this instance | guage difficulties (and no real inter- 
it is claimed independents have and/| preters) and lack of real understand- | 


soon is the question of 


made a great ado. 


can throw up houses which they 
have no intention of operating, and 
demand arbitration privileges as 
against an established affiliated 
house. The Government is 


inclined | 


to scoff at this, but the defense is | 


taking it seriously. Proportionate ar- 
bitration is also under consideration 
with the percentage of houses of one 
circuit against another not yet de- 
vermined. 


In other words, if a major circuit | 
has 40 houses and plays in opposi- | 


tion to an independent with 5, the 
independent may ask for arbitration, 
but if the independent has 15 houses, 
he may not receive any consideration 
in arbitration. The type of houses 
and their newness, location, seating 
capacity, eic., are all to be taken into 
consideration in handling this prob- 
lem. : 

Last Friday another problem arose. 
This was the question of the ‘escape 
clause. The minimum and maxi- 
mums ‘suggested vary from nine 
to 18 months. A basis or standard 
will necessarily have to be set up 
to take care of this clause, and final 
decision will rest in the hands of 
Judge Goddard after an arbitrator 
hes proved unsuccessful. The Gov- 
ernment is attempting to make this 
clause a stiff one, as it has no 
stomach for the thought the defend- 
ants, through one means or another, 
might pull out of the decree six 
months from its signing. Every pos- 
sible thought that might have bear- 
ing on why a company might desire 
to get out of the decree is being 
thoroughly investigated and incorpo- 
rated with varying provisions in the 
draft. 





Propose Checking 


Continued from page 5 
many accounts on the honest side 
as in the past. It is claimed that 
gypping is not only among the little 
fellows but among some of the 
larger chains, though these things 
are not always easy to prove. 
Whether or not a so-called cen- 
tral checking bureau maintained by 
the distribs themselves 
ganized is one thing: whether it 
would mean a better solution of the 
problem is another. One 
that it would be under 
control of the distribs 
Around 11 years ago when the 
distribs were swinging over to the 








angle is 


sales of film on percentage, they 
gave much consideration to various 
ways of meeting the problem. The 


late Felix E. Feist, sales manager 
of Metro, is declared to have spon- 
sored an idea along the same central 
checking bureau lines as now re- 
ported. A committee was organized 
to discuss it but nothing was ever 
done. 

The 


proposal, as now reported, 
would call for a branch checking 
office in each exchange key and a 


home office in N. Y. 


Skourases’ Theatre Swing 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
Charles P. Skouras trains out to- 
night for Milwaukee, where 
he meets his brother, 
from New York. Duo will start a 
tour of all National Theatre operat- 
ing divisions, awarding checks to 


morrow 


Spyros, on 


winners in the recently closed Spy- | 


ros Skouras showmanship drive. 

Andy Krappman, § assistant to 
Charles Skouras, accompanies him 
on the circuit swing. 


REP POISES THREE 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Three starting dates for this month 
were set by M. J. Siegel at Republic, 
beginning Aug. 10 with ‘Melody and 
Moonlight,’ a Robert North produc- 
tion to be directed by Gus Meins. 
Other two are ‘Border Legion,’ a 





‘Roy Rogers starrer, starting Aug. 16, 
iand a Gene Autry hoss feature, 
\Aug. 24. 


will be or- 
' 


the direct | 
themselves. ' 


already—simply because of 
failure of one 


ing. 

A little more of that sort of thing, 
and Mr. and Mrs. South American 
Public (who, unlike the average 
customer in the U. S., gives a star a 
second chance) will snap a razz at 
footlight visitors from up _ north. 
And kill what should be one of the 
greatest opportunities the American 
entertainment field has faced in 
many a year 

Hurok Rates Tops 


Impresario Sol Hurok, rated as one 
of the smartest in the game, appears 
as a contradiction. He started down 
the Atlantic coast several months 
ago, some time before the 75-mem- 
ber Monte Carlo ballet troupe left 
New York. He sized up the situation 
in Rio, and helned his local repre- 
sentative line things into shape. 

Then he pushed ahead to B.A.., 
pulled in two weeks before the com- 
pany. By the time the group was 
off the gangplank, he had the big- 
gest lineup of press photogs the town 
had ever seen sitting on the dock. 
Having done a lot of talking to a lot 
of people and learned the ropes, the 
press appeared in a rash of ballerinas 
the next day. 

Originally scheduled for less than 


three weeks, the Monte Carloites 
were held over for a total of four 
weeks, and they dragged out the 


swankiest silver foxes and the best 
white-ties in town. 
got a big press promotion as a talent 
‘discoverer,’ was featured in a per- 
sonal buildup as a cementer of good 
will, ete. It established him in the 
minds of many here and in Rio as 
the ‘foremost’ U. S._ impresario. 
Papers featured his quotes on the 
blitzkrieg situash, on good will and 
international understanding, and 
everything from soup to nuts. 
There’s no doubt in the minds of 
showmen here that he'll cash in. 

Understood he’s signed some local 
jtalent to take back—a 
| gesture that doesn't do any harm 
| when dealing with a verv sensitive 
people. Meeting the local managers 


|—as well as the socialites whose 
presence make or break ean _ at- 
been able to 


| traction—Hurok has 
| line up a series for next season 
(winter in South America comes 
when the States are in mid-summer) 
based on his personal prestige. 
Worked out deal with Ernesto De 
Quesada, only one in South Amer- 


ica who approximates the U. S. 
idea of an agency with the class of 
NBC, William Morris, Columbia, 


Judson, Hurok or any of the others. 
De Quesada handles most of the big 
timers here like Rubenstein, Heifetz, 
Anderson, etc. 
De Quesada’s Views 

Aside from sharing the views of 
other showmen regarding a better 
understanding of South American 
problems, he has this advice to give: 

U. S. talent must understand that 
in South America the peso and not 
the dollar is standard. In 
Argentina, for example. the current 


exchange is a 70c peso to the dollar. 


the 


Grosses are lower—in proportion to 
In Brazil and Chile the 
worth still less. 


Artists who expect to clean up big 


living costs. 


local currency is 


| money had better stav home. 
But what South America offers is 
this: 


A chance te keep busy—at a profit 
—at a time when the home season is 
| lowest. 

Opportunity to tackle a fresh audi- 
| ence, an audience that changes with 
each new country. 

As many as 10 or more concerts 
in one city for first class artists on a 
schedule that would be impossible 
in New York 


| Background and training field for | 


young artists with undoubted talent. 
The smaller places often provide the 
most unusual response. 

The inspiration that artists get 
| from making a success in countries 
away from home. 

Language is no barrier. 
| Draper, for instance, started in Rio 
| May 18. played a week, then moved 


into consid- | 


big | 


And Hurok, who | 


further | 


Ruth | 


from page 2 





to Sao Paulo, Brazil's big coffee 
| town, and next to B.A. for eight per- 
formances. Followed one-nighters 
| in the Argentine provincial towns of 


Rosario (which has a popuiation of 
| 600,000) and Cordoba. In between 
she ducked across the river to 


Montevideo, Uruguay, for a single. 


| Heading west from B.A.. she 
played three shows in Santiago, 
capital of Chile; one in the Chilean 
| seaport town of Valparaiso--three 
hours away by train—then moved up 
;the west coast for three 
Lima, capital of Peru, 
Quito, Ecuador. 


Amazing part of her success {gs 
that she works mainly in English; 
gets big Spanish audiences who only 
understand half of what she’s saying, 
A favorite with the society set—most 
of whom speak three or four lan- 
| guages—she traveled alone. De Que- 
sada offered her a longer tour 
throughout Central America but she 
|nixed the idea; claimed she wanted 
jto go home for a rest. Improved air 
jtransportation—now 16 planes a 
| week between B. A. and the Siates— 
|make a tour like Miss Draper's 
| possible. Situash entirely diferent 
|when a large company is involved, 

Rubenstein Most Popular 


Rubenstein—handled by Hurok in 
|the States and by Quesada here—is 
|perhaps the greatest single draw. He 
first appeared in B. A. 23 years age. 
| Known as an interpreter of Spanish 
music, he was a sellout from the 
|start as the result of his prior suec- 
cess in Spaih. Recent tour involves 
seven concerts in Rio, three in Sao 
Paulo plus an additional session with 
the local orch, a series of 10 in B. A. 
starting July 6, then one-nighters in 
Rosario, Santa Fe, Cordoba, Men- 
doza, Biaha Blanca, La Plata and 
Montevideo. 

Leaving his family here, he flew to 
Chile for 10 concerts and then 
‘planned to take the wife and two 
kids up the coast by boat with a 
three-concert stopover in Peru and 
a solo in Panama. Four months be- 
fore starting the present jaunt, he 
did all of.Central America. 


Heifetz—managed by Judson in the 
U. S.—had the longest tour of this 
season. Starting in Havana, Feb. 12, 
he played 12 concerts in 13 days in 
Cuba, Jamaica, Dominican Republic, 
Trinidad, Curisal, Venezuela, Brazil, 
Uruguay, Argentina, Chile and Peru, 
then hopped to Mexico City. 

De Quesada himself accompanied 
Heifetz and pianist Emanuel Bay on 
portion of the tour. Grosses in some 
places were three times over those of 
last year—proving that once an art- 
| ist is established here, his possibill- 
ties increase. 

As an indication of South Ameri- 
can taste, this schedule of the 1940— 
best in years, according to local 
showmen—is worth study. 


shows in 


and two in 


Toscanini and the NBC Symph 
tour was arranged by NBC, with the 
management of the municipally 


owned Colon theatre, B. A.. pttting 
up a $6,500 U. S. guarantee for each 
of six performances here. Arrange- 
ments handled by Florio M. Ugarte, 
Colon director, in New York offices 
of NBC. Left New York, June 17, 


played only two concerts in Rio on 


way down because ship layover per- 
mitted only that much time, one 
each in Sao Paulo and Santos, then 
here. 

Concerts brought about $6 per 


ticket—which is five times over the 
normal rate charged for opera at the 
Colon. Rio got $4 a ticket. NBC 
took guarantee of $5,000 for each 
concert in Rio and Montevideo 

Stokowski and the All-Youth Orch 
have been getting a far lesser build- 
up. Planning two concerts in Rio. 
a pair in Sao Paulo, a single in San- 
tos and only four in B. A. Co 
here are scheduled for the Gran Rex, 
a big, ultra-modern pix house 
prising what a difference this makes 
on the local audience. If it’s not in 
th~ Colon, they don't think it’s so 
hot. Advance sale seems to be fair 

Gran Rex was chosen because 
there seemingly were no open dates 
at the Colon. Stoki also scheduled 
to do a pair in Montevideo, a single 
in Rosario and perhaps one in Cor- 
doba. Two are on the books for Rio 
on the northbound trip, and one may 
be done in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 
Latter depends on sailings since all 
Moore-McCormack boats do not stop 
there. 

Arrangements were in the talk 
stage concerning a west coast tour, 
but the low rate of money in Chile 
and the fact that crossing the Andes 
via land means a train and bus ride 
| with arrival hours uncertain—put 
the nix on the idea. Understood 
orch is getting $20.000 for the four 
/local concerts, which is big-time 
‘cash hereabouts. 


neeris 


Sur- 














ss 








i€ 


it 


id 


ir 




















W ednesday, August 7, 1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 19 





“TH NET FOR 
% WKS. DIPS 
$9 908,000 


Net profit from operations reported 
py 20th-Fox for the 26 weeks ended 
last June 29 declined more than 
$2,208,000 from the first half of 1939, 
according to the financial statement 
issued yesterday (Tuesday). Net 


profit was listed as $117,213, after 
$300,000 was set aside as provision 
for reserves against foreign assets. 
This compares with profit of $2,325,- 
525 revorted for the corresponding 
26 weeks last year. 

After providing special fund of 
$700,000 for reserve against foreign 
assets, 20th-Fox showed a net loss of 
$236,163 in the second quarter ended 
last June 29. This compares with a 
net profit of $353,376 in the first 
quarter this year, 

Company explained that this 
special reserve was set up for the 
first half of 1940 so as to exclude 
all monies not realizable in U. S. 
dollars and consequently not avail- 
able to show in the company’s 
proft-and-loss summary. It did not 
receive any dividends from National 
Theatres in either quarters this year 
or in 1939, and-consequently no earn- 
ings of the theatre company in which 
20th-Fox holds a substantial interest 
show up in the report. 


BERGER’S WB BOOKING 
BEEF OVER “ALL THIS’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 
Bennie Berger, owner of one of the 








largest 


territory, has leveled charges of ‘dis- | 


crimination’ against Warners be- 
cause it refused him bookings of ‘All 
This, and Heaven Too’ while the 
picture was playing the State here. 
The Warner plan in this territory is 
to pre-release the picture to exhib- 
itors who will show it at advanced 
admissions stipulated by the distribu- 
tor. However, it was shown at the 
State and Century in the loop here 
and the Paramount, St. Paul, at regu- 
lar prices, and all 
stressed the fact in their heavy ad- 
vertising campaigns that there was 
no admission boost. 


Berger says his bookings had been | 
set in by his office and he points out | 


that he had bought the film on his 
regular contract. “This is just another 
instance of discrimination against 
the independent,’ he asserted. 
Charles K. Olson, WB branch man- 
ager here, denies that the exchange 
refused to deliver the picture to Ber- 
ger, but explains that it would ac- 
cept no Berger dates which conflict- 
ed with other bookings where in- 
creased admission prices were to be 
charged. The branch is meeting with 
little opposition to the scale tilt from 
25 to 35¢ for the pre-releases, accord 
ing to Olsen, 


the plan and express the hope that it 
will be generally adopted in the case 
of outstanding pictures so as to boost 
their own and the producers’ reve- 
nues from such films. 





Drops Extras 
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ecst basis, and that it might be low- 
ered again once a definite cost is es- 
tablished 
Editors Shelve Demands 
The Motion 
Film Editors has voted to postpone 
indefinitely its 


Society of Picture 


demands for certain 
Edmund 
D. Hannan said the Society demands 
will not be pressed until there has 
been a definite improvement in the 
€conomic condition of the industry. 

The international Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees lost the first 
round in its fight with 10 members 
who were expelled because of their 
activities in connection with the 
United Studio Technicians Guild. The 
10 are asking $250,000 damages from 
prexy George E. Browne and other 
officials of the IATSE. They also re- 
quest reinstatement, appointment of 
&@ receiver for Technicians Local 37, 
and for an accounting ef funds of 


contract revisions. Prexy 


that organization. The IATSE sought 


to have the names of six of the de- 
‘endants removed from the suit, but 
its request was overruled by the su- 
Perior court. 


independent circuits in the’ 


these houses | 


who avers that, on the | 
other hand, most exhibitors welcome | 


Just Being Careful 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

Twentieth-Fox has deferred 
release of the Jane Withers 
starrer, ‘Youth Will Be Served,’ 
| until after election to avoid any 

semblance of politics on the 
screen. 

The picture uses the National 
Youth Administration and the 
Civilian Conservation Corps for 
background. Studio officials de- 
cided that the film might be con- 
sidered campaign propaganda. 


U’s New $1,500,000 Loan 
From Boston Natio 
Saves Co. 1% Interest 


New loan of $1,500,000 concluded 
| with the First National Bank of Bos- 
| ton last week by Universal gives the 


|company $500,000 additional working 


| capital and represents a saving of 


1% annually in interest. Deal was 
announced by J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of U’s board. 
obtain the loan, it was necessary to 
give a new mortgage on the studio, 
but Universal was able to pay off the 
6% mortgage of $1,000,000 held by 
Consolidated Film Industries, Inc. 
Cowdin said that the company 
directors decided to increase the 
amount of the loan because of re- 
quirements of U's substantially en- 
larged production program plus the 
curtailment of receipts from abroad. 
He stated that the loan leaves Uni- 

















rent revolving bank credits. 





ing no other mortgage, it was re- 
ported in the trade that Universal 
might switch its laboratory work to 
some other company—possibly Pathe. 
However, this was denied by Uni- 
versal, implying that repayment of 
the loan will not affect its laboratory 
|} setup with Consolidated. 


‘MONO REACQUIRES 2 
NORTHWEST EXCHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Monogram Pictures purchased in- 
terest of A. M. Goldstein 
gram Pictures of Pacific Northwest, 
Seattle and 


in Mono- 


Inc., operating Mono’s 


Portland exchanges. 

Parent company will operate Pa- 
cific Northwest setup in conjunction 
with Monogram Pictures of Califor- 
nia, headed by Howard Stubbins, 

2 in Color For Mono 

Pacts were signatured last week 
by W. Ray Johnston, president of 
|Monogram, and T. H. Richmond, 
representing Charles Goetz, head of 
Golden West Productions, whereby 
Mono is to distribute two features 
made in color. Goetz plans produc- 
ing the pictures in and near Phoenix, 
Goetz being an Arizona business man 
who made the color picture, ‘Gentle- 
man From Arizona,’ also released by 
Mono 

Initial 
is scheduled to go 
Aug. 15 Other will be ‘College 
Sweetheart,’ adapted from story, 
|‘Blind Date,’ by Leona Dalrymple, 
jin the Woman's Home Companion. 
‘Richmond presently is negotiating 
with Ella Logan, singer, now on tour 
with George White’s ‘Scandals,’ for 
femme lead in this latter film. 


Stallion,’ 


production 


‘Black 
into 


picture, 


‘TMAT Members Withdraw 
‘Their Suit Against Union 


Suit of Max G. Felder and Ben 


Braudie, on behalf of themselves 


as members of Local 18,032 of the 
|Motion Picture Division of the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers Union of the American 
Federation of Labor, and on behalf 
of all others similarly situated, 
against Joseph Silverman and 


Charles P. Carroll, treasurer and 
chairman of the union respectively, 


was discontinued without costs 
yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme 
court. Since the inception of the 


action, the court denied an applica- 
tion of the plaintiffs to prevent the 
‘union from expelling them, and 
about a month ago they were dis- 
missed. 
| Action 
through 
the union, 


defendants, 
ofiicers of 
funds, 


claimed the 
control of the 
misappropriated 


| fused an accounting. Relief sought 
| Was the appointment of a receiver, 
}an injunction and an accounting. 


— - sett sate - 


In order to | 


versal without any maturity close at | 
hand other than the company’s cur- | 


With Consolidated presently hold- | 


most of which were dues, commingled | 
;union funds with their own, and re- | 


—— 


IN U.S. INTO N. Y. COURT 


| George Garfield, as administrator 


PASTOR HALL’ RIGHTS 





(of the goods of Ernst Toller, de-| 


| ceased writer, filed suit yesterday 
| (Tues.) in N.Y. federal court, seek- 
/ing an injunction, accounting of 
| profits and damages against the film 
| ‘Pastor Hall.’ The defendants named | 
in the action are Charter Film: Pro- | 


ductions, Ltd., the producer, Grand 
National Pictures, Ltd.,_ British | 
branch of the American company, | 
'James Roosevelt, United Artists’ 
Corp. and H.E.R, Laboratories, Inc. 

| Plaintiff claims Toller wrote a 
‘dramatic composition,” known as. 
‘Pastor Hall,’ in April, 1939, and | 
|copyrighted it. Toller died May 22, 
| 1938, and the plaintiff became ad- 
ministrator on June 22, 1939. It is 
asserted that Charter Film Produc- | 
, tions infringed the story in late 1939 
and early 1940 by making a film en- 
titled ‘Pastor Hall,’ using much of 
Toller’s material. The other defend- 
,ants are accused of having dis- 
tributed the film in the U‘S. 


= 


' 





| This suit is outgrowth of negotia- 
tions by UA and Roosevelt to settle | 
the issues. 





Milwaukee Mayor’s 
_ Hwood Whirl Inspires 
‘Has He Gone H’ wood?’ 





Milwaukee, Aug. 6. 
| Has the mayor gone HM&llywood? 

This is a momentous question in 
Milwaukee’s city hall, aroused by! 
newspaper reports reaching home of | 
Mayor Carl F. Zeidler’s invasion of 
_the west coast. Before the city’s 
chief executive left town for a vaca- 
tion trip he sponsored a drastic cen- 
sorship ordinance which is now 
pending, and it is the possible effect 
upon this projected legislation of his 
present tour that is causing alarm. 

Zeidler, 32, and a bachelor, is the 
glamor boy of the boy mayors of 
America, and it is feared the adula- 
tion of the film colony may go to his 
head, which up to now he has kept 
remarkably level. * 

After being luncheon guest of the 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
Thursday noon (1), he visited the 
Metro studios in Culver City as guest 
of Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy, whom he had met a few weeks 
previously at a concert in Milwau- 
kee. In the evening, after a Lily 
Pons concert at the Hollywood bowl, 
the Milwaukee mayor was guest of 
L. E. Behymer, manager of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic auditorium, at 
a party given by Miss MacDonald 
and her husband, Gene Raymond, for 
Miss Pons and her husband, Andre 
Kostelanetz. 

On Friday, Mayor Zeidler made a 


visit to the Warner studios in Bur- 
bank to renew an old acquaintance 
with Heinz Roemheld, one of the 
firm’s musical directors, and was 


again the center of attraction for an 
admiring host of picture celebrities 
and officials, and on Saturday the 
beer town executive attracted atten- 
tion at the races in Hollywood Park. 
The most unusual thing about 
Zeidler, from the Hollywood angle, 
according to the correspondents, is 
that he appears to believe firmly that 
all you have to do to get along in 
this world—politics is no exception 
is to do the right thing. 


Ze} ler Was elected mayor only 
last spring on his first try for an 
elective position, and as the result of 


a campaign that fairly bristled with 
howmanship from start to finish. al- 
hough he had never been identified 


any way with show busines 


$162,100 Rental Award 
Against WB Subsidiary 


Sandusky, O., Aug. 6 
Erie County Common Pleas Judge 
FE. H. Savord returned a finding of 


$162,100 in favor of the Seitz The- 
atre Co. of Sandusky, O., against 
the General Theatre Co. of New 
York (Warner Bros.) in the largest 
court verdict ever rendered in this 


city. With interest it will come to 
$230,000. 
Judge Savord wrote a 26-page 


memorandum in the action to which 
the Seitz company claimed injury 
for breach of a lease. The Seitz firm 
nad evicted WB as a tenani of iis 
theatre in Sandusky in 1933, for non- 
payment of rent, when the lease still 
had 10 years to run. The finding rep- 
resenis the balance between the 
terms of the old lease and a subse- 


quent lease taken by the State The- | 
i‘ anothe! 


j atre Co., Sandusky. 


'Charles S. Burnell, who denied an 


UA KEYNOTES FEW 


Bob Weitman’s Extra Par Circuit 
Chores May Lead to His Moving Up 





Kidding on Square? 

A New Jersey exhibitor with 
a sense of humor went out of 
his way to book a special dou- 
ble-bill. 

He picked a_higher-bracket 
film to go on the top of mar- 
quee and, as the feature to be 
billed underneath, he _ chose 
‘Opened By Mistake’ (Par). 


Selling Candy In 
Theatre Lobby No 
Breach of a Lease 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
Selling of candy in a theatre lobby 
does not constitute a violation of the 
lease, according to Superior Judge 














injunction sought by the Wilshire | 


| Holding Ce., owner of the Wilshire | 


theatre, against Fox-West Coast | 
| Theatres, operator. 
Holding company claimed the)! 


lease contained no provisions for a 
candy counter in the lobby. The 
court ruled that candy selling in 
theatres is common throughout the 
country and may not be regarded as 
valid grounds for breaching a lease. 





DETROIT CLOSINGS 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 

For the first time in several years 
United Detroit’s first run, de luxe 
house, United Artists, has not shut 
down for the summer months. In 
past years the theatre usually closed 
with the first sign of hot weather 
and reopened after the summer slack. 

This year, however, the house has 
been able to get enough good sum- 
mer product to keep biz at a good 
level during the dog days. | 

Too, business in Detroit has been j; 
such that few neighborhood houses | 








have shut this summer and the only | 
the | some study to the situation there. Sf 


downtown spot to close was 
Cinema, which is principally a re- 
vival and foreign picture theatre. 


Bob Weitman, managing director 
of the Paramount, New York, is be- 
ing assigned to special duties in the 
theatre operating department of 
Paramount, in association with ex- 
ecutive functions of the company 
where his assistance and advice are 
deemed desirable. These extra-cur- 
ricular duties are to be over and 
above that of his active management 
of the Paramount, one of the most 
successful of theatre operations in 
the country. 


The home office theatre division 
drafied Weitman to go to Detroit two 
weeks ago to confer with Earl J. 
Hudson and others in connection 
with the inauguration of a pit-band 
policy at the Michigan there. Weit- 
man devised that type of policy at 
the N. Y. Par. Last week Weitman 
was called in by Leonard Goldenson 
and Leon Netter, h.o. operating ex- 
ecutives, to sit in with them at Phila- 
delphia on huddles concerning the 
Warner-Paramount pool in that key. 
The discussions in Philly were in line 
with policies to govern the opera- 
tion of the pool for the coming sea- 
son. No stage policies are planned. 

Goldenson states that there was no 
discussion concerning a renewal of 
the pool, since it is not up for re- 
newal at this time. Four houses are 
involved, Nixon, Tower, Franklin, 
and Roosevelt, all operated by WB. 


Weitman’s added duties for the h.o. 
theatre department at Par may be a 
forerunner to more active participa- 
tion by him in an executive way in 
connection with general theatre mat- 
ters. As managing director of the 
Par, N. Y., he has taken the theatre 
from a loser within five years to 
what jis elaimed to be the biggest 
money-making house in the country. 
Not a single week since the pit-band 
policy was inaugurated in December, 
1935, has the house shown a loss. 


Weitman also enjoys an unusual 
standing with the unions, and for 
several years now has represented 


Paramount generally and the N. Y. 
Par particularly in wage scale and 
contractual negotiations. He operated 
the Paramount, Brooklyn, before 
coming into New York about seven 
years ago and is presently giving 


Fabian and WB are pooled with Par 
in Brooklyn. 
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RKO ‘SAINT’ COMES HOME 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
Production of RKO’s next ‘Saint’ 


picture will be shifted from London |} 


to Hollywood, owing to war condi- 
tions, 

George Sanders retains the title 
role, but William Sistrom is still in 
England and will be succeeded by 
producer. 


GONE WITH 
THE WIN 


GWTW will not be wn except 
al advanced p t least until “41 
For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
Alr-Conditioned 


ASTOR *::" 
45th St. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 
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Company Politics Will Get Frown, 
Public Service the Stress at NBC 


As Mullen Comes 


-—_---——_- —- - 

The Board of Directors of RCA- 
NBC on last Friday (2) elected 
Frank E. Mullen to be vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of the 


National Broadcasting Co. The same 
evening Mullen joined Niles Tram- 
mell, the new NEC president and his 
long-time radio colleague, in flying 
to the San Francisco convention of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters. In Frisco both executives 
will renew acquaintance with in- 
numerable NBC affiliates whom 
they have not seen since the plan of 
the new high command was settled. 
Appointment of Mullen last week 
surprised nobody since it had been 


predicted in the June 12 issue of 
VARIETY. 
Insiders at NBC look forward to 


the Tramme!l!-Mullen combination 
ushering in, nearly for the first time, 


(Continued on page 31) 


RADIO DAY 
SHOW SCORES 





Sam Gill, former 
Crossley who now operates his own 


research outfit, made 6,000 telephone 


calls Saturday night (3) during the e 
‘Radio Day Program’ which was on CBS Dro ih 
all networks from 8-9 p.m. Calls 


were distributed between New York, 
Chicago, St. Louis, 

Washington, Charlotte, 
Los Angeles. The audience for the 
radio program was 16.8, considered 
low by research men in view of the 
star-studded affair. 

Breakdown showed CBS with 37% 
of the sets tuned in, NBC red with | 
25.3 and the Blue with 10.8. All 
others divided the difference. 


Minneapolis, 
Boston and 








| 


PAT BARNES’ PROGRAM 
ON 75 FOR TRUE STORY 


MacFadden publications is sponsor- 
fiig new daytime series over a 75-| 
station Mutual’ to plug True Story 
mag. Series is tabbed ‘Ill Never 
Forget’ and will dramatize letters, 
for which $85 in prizes will be given 
©n each program. Series will be 
heard Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Deal was under the net- 
work’s volume discount arrangement. 

Talent will include Pat Barnes as 
emcee plus Frank Luther, tenor, 
with a Hammond organ for music, 
Kudner is the agency. 


- 


AUTHOR, AUTHOR! 


Sam Rosenbaum’s Ribbing Routine 
About a Certain Trade Paper 


is Lewis Allen Weiss, general man- 
ager of the Don Lee Network, Weiss, 
who has steadfastly thumbed the 
BMI proposition, 
convention that he saw the light dur- 
ing one of these long distance phone 
calls from Trammell 
was now prepared to make a com- 
mittment to BMI. 
has already decided to go all the 
way on the BMI movement, so that 
, . there-is left but one Mutual key out- 
manager OF | ft not within BMI, and that is WGN, 
Chicago. 


in Under Trammell 


CBS-BMI 


Continued from page 1} 











other year and agree to pay as a 
fee 210% of their time billings 
Lawyers’ Angle 

By CBS doing a solo on the deal 
with Metro-Robbins NBC and Co- 
lumbia would avoid any _ possible 
combination-in-restraint-of-trade en- 
tanglements. NBC lawyers’ have 
been leery of such a complication 
ever since the negotiations with 
Metro were launched 

Niles Trammell, NBC prez. has be- 
come the arch salesman at the con- 
vention at selling network-affiliated 
and non-network broadcasters on 
the idea of throwing their lot with 
BMI. His mode of operation even 
before he got to San Francisco has 
been to make personal telephone 
calls, pleading the cause of BMI and 
urging the indies to stand united 


with the rest of the industry. 


One of Trammell’s latest converts , 


explained at the 


and that he 


WOR, Newark. 


KV, Tacoma; 
City ‘Insulted 


Tacoma, Aug. 6. 


Station KVI here is on notice from 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
that it will lose its CBS franchise 
when KIRO in Seattle, 30 miles 
away, steps up to 10,000 watts, larg- 
est power in northwest, under an 
FCC directional antenna grant now 
being executed by engineers. The 
Tacoma Chamber of Commerce, 
which once sought to have Mt. 
Rainier renamed Mt. Tacoma, feels 
pretty insulted at this slur to the 
town and has memorialized Paley, 
Klauber & Co. not to be so pro- 
Seattle and to continue network ser- 
vice to KVI. 

KVI’s relationship with CBS has 
been clouded by uncertainties as far 
back as 1936. The gradual devel- 
opment of KIRO has presented from 
|the beginning the possibility that 


i CBS would not service KVI because | 


of duplication of signal in adjacent 
cities. KVI, one of the country’s few 
woman-operated stations, has mean- 
time maintained Seattle studios in 
| the Olympic hotel and also a Seattle 
sales force, all as part of a two-city 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. | coverage set-up. 


Sam Rosenbaum, who has_ just! 
Jeen reappointed chairman of IRNA, 
delivered a comedy routine before | 
the N.A.B. convention today, in 
which he began by citing that ‘var- | 
jety was the snice of life, but most 
spices are nuts.” He then developed | 


the latter thought. 
‘Any similarity to living publica- | 
tions is purely unintentional,’ 


Rosenbaum. 

He broke the new act in cold with- 
out a rehearsal. No program credits 
for the patter, which was written in} 
the Mark Hopkins hotel the night} 
before in the filling station, 10th| 
floor. | 


said | 
| 
| 








Laura Holson at CBS; 
Title for Connelly, 


Laura Hobson, who was with 
Time magazine five years, becomes 


copy chief of the CBS network's | 
sales promotion department under | 
Vic Ratner. This will free Rainer | 
from detail so that more promo- | 


tional advertising can come out of | 
the mill. 

Meantime Tom Connelly gets the 
title of manager of the CBS mer- 
chandising service, which he large- 
ly whipped into its present shape. | 


} 


Mrs. Earl T. Irwin 
KVI. 


is the head of 


WRITER SUES | 


—_——_ — 


Warshawsky Files on Alleged Use of, 
His Much Rewritten Story 





Hollywood, Aug. 6. 

A copyright infringement suit con- 
cerning ‘For Us a Living’ has .been 
filed in U. S. District court here by 
Samuel J. Warshawsky against Co- 
jumbia Broadcasting System of Cali- 
fornia, Inc. Named as co-defendants 
with CBS are International Silver 
Co., Yeung & Rubicam and the 
Southern California Telephone Co 

Warshawsky, who charges a work 
of his was used in a Silver Theatre 
of the Air broadcast in March, 1939, 
asks for an accounting and damages. 

Plaintiff cites in his complaint that 
he originally penned the vehicle in 
1:16 as ‘Mrs, President.’ He revised 
it in 1921 and again in 1922, this time 
in collaberation with John Hunter 
Booth, with the tag being switched 
to ‘Tomorrow.’ Prior to Feb. 3, 1927, 
plaintiff and Booth did «nother re- 
vamping, renaming it ‘The Woman 
of Destiny, A fifth version was 
completed by Warshawsky in Octo- | 
ber, 1931, and a sixth in 1937, when | 
it was given a stage production un- 
der its initial title. 

Warshawsky contends that he 
novelized the play for Woman's 
Home Companion in 1933, and that 
in May, 1938, he submitted it to 
Charles Vanda, then head of CBS’ 
New Ideas department. 





NO MUTUAL 


STOCK ISSUE 
—WEBER 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Fred Weber, general manager of 
the Mutual Network, denied yester- 
day (Monday) a report current about 
the convention that a Wall Street 
house was preparing to launch a 
stock issue for the network. The 
MBS stock is now held between 

WOR, Newark and WGN, Chicago 
According to the report, the Mu- 
tual stock would be made available 





to the public in agdition to those 
Mutual affiliates electing to sub- 
scribe. By becoming an open cor- 


poration Mutual would have to un- 
dergo a complete revision as far as 
its fundamental station relations pol- | 
icies are concerned. Mutual at pres- 
ent is, to all intents, a co-operative 
operation, Although it programs the 
stations, Mutual functions something 
like a station rep, deducting but 15% 
from the money it collects from the 
sale of hookup time. The issuance 
of a public stock would necessitate 
the adoption of an entirely different 
economic relationship with its affili- | 
ates. The contracts would 
cally the same as those prevailing 
between NBC and Columbia 
their respective affiliates, which in 
essenee make the station’s cut on the 
net billings anywhere from 20%, to 


9° 


“é 


be basi- 


and 


1, ©) 

N.A.B. board of director seats go 
to Edward Klauber, executive vice 
president of CBS, and Fred Weber, 
general manager of Mutual. It’s a 
first time on the board for Klauber, 
who is not present at the convention, 
having recently recovered from an 
operation. 

Fred Weber’s designation repre- 
sents an accommodation of Mutual's 
complaint of not having represen- 
tation due to a technicality operating 
against the co-op network 





Harry Wismer, WIR Sportscaster, Goes 
To Maxon With Lincoln-Zephyr Acct. 


Detroit, Aug. 6 
Harry Wismer, WJR sports an- 
nouncer who recently married a 
niece of Mrs. Henry Ford, is shifting 


over to Maxon, Inc., here as exec on | 


the Lincoln-Zephyr account, which 


leaves N. W. Ayer after many years. | 
Ayer still retains the Ford and Mer- | 


cury accounts, while McCann-Erick- 
son agency will continue to handle 
the Ford dealer and service stuff. 
While leaving WJR as a 
spieler, Wismer will return this fall 
to handle the Lion pro football 
broadcasts, under aegis of Ford. His 
‘Inside of Sports’ daily. program 
(Phillies), which he’s handled for 


past two years at WJR, will here- 
after be handled by Joe Weeks. WJR | 


spieler. Ivey & Ellington handle 
‘Inside of Sports’ for Phillies cigars. 


regular | 





Duncan, Film Exhib, 
Unveils New WDAK 


West Point, Ga. Aug. 6. 
L. J. Duncan, operator of string cf 
| theatres in this section and over-the- 
line points in Alabama, is preparing 
to unvei] his radio mill, WDAK, Fri- 
| day (9). Station’s studios are lo- 
cated atop this burg’s new General 
Tyler hotel, five-story hostelry that 
| sticks cut like sore thumb over sur- 
rounding territory. 

WDAK, which will serve this com- 
munity and Lanett, Ala., just across 
the river from here, will use Inter- 
nationa}] News Service. 





Chain Income From Time Sales 


COLUMBIA 





1940 1939 1938 Wat 

SOD” cis wensncee $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 
February 3,330,627 2,541,542 2.680.334 2,264,317 
PP ere ee 3,513,170 2,925,684 3,034,317 * 2.559.716 
Pe Srdeeeauhe Gin 3.332.689 2,854,026 2.424.180 2.563.478 
Be csi ctuvaewrenes 3,570,727 3,097,484 2,442,283 2.560.558 
WE caceucenscasee® 3.144.213 2.860,180 1,121,495 2,476,567 
fT eet a eee 3,067,870 2,331,953 1,317,357 1.988.412 

Seven Months... .$23,535,242 $19,284926  $15,899.911 $16.791 668 


MUTUAL 














1940 1939 1938 1837 
January ....... $317,729 $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 
5 re 337,649 276,605 253,250 231.286 
eee Pere ‘ 390,813 306,976 232,877 247,421 
| Ee erry wre 363,468 262,626 189,545 200,134 
MN Sse cesovesneess 322,186 234,764 194,201 154,633 
0 gE ee ° 299,478 228,186 202,412 117,388 
ee eee eee ° 235,182 216,583 167,108 101,458 
Seven Months.... $2,266,505 $1,840,818 $1,507,287 $1,267,078 

NBC-RED 

1940 1939 *1938 * 3937 
SOOT . keavasevesss $3,496,393 $3,211,161 2,634,763 $2.374,633 
ie Mae 3,226,983 2,975,258 2,507,123 2.273.973 
PE Se re 3,338,440 3,297,992 2,736,494 2,531,322 
EE Sites Ska aed 3,128,685 2,879,571 2,458,487 2,304,055 
Be can cetibies tenn 3,216,940 2,886,517 2,627,721 2,261,344 
errr eee 2,919,405 2,759,917 2,550,040 2.209.304 
SUP cckaes ere - 3,141,902 2,713,798 2,377,065 2.018.820 
Seven Months... .$22,468,748 $20,724,214 $17,891,693 $15,973,431 

NBC-BLUE 

1940 1939 *1938 *1937 
PANVUATY ccccccoccces $008,815 $822,739 $1,158,753 * $1,167,366 
ree 905,101 773,437 990,930 1,021,808 
(ree rer 965,904 872,860 1,070,335 1,082,961 
ME. S4kbosadd seeds 912.833 681,412 852,018 973,475 
MY s ksbigduand. veers ° 817,682 815,585 786,479 953,475 
WD -Fabba 6 045 08eu8 . 722,695 622,487 650.529 794.083 
Pee 6s saeeevearsives ° 688,536 569,757 581,645 688.630 
Seven Months.... $5,921,566 $5,158,277 $6,090,689 $6,681,729 


*Different system for allocating b 
prevailed these years. 


illings to the red and blue networks 








Red Regains Monthly Leadership, j 


$3,141,902 Against CBS’ $3,067,870: 





Mutual Hopeful of 


J. Walter Thompson Has 
Part of Bromo Quinine; 
Linnea Nelson’s Stopoff 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 

J. Walter Thompson agency has 
obtained the spot end of the Bromo 
Quinine business. Network phase 
of the accounts remains with Stack- 
Goble. Split becomes __ effective 
Sept. 30 

Linnea Nelson, Thompson’s New 
York time buyer, st6pped off in St. 
Louis for a visit with the new ac- 
count while on her way to the N.A.B. 
convention 


ANNE SEYMOUR EAST 


Written Out, 
‘Mary 


Maybe for Keeps, of 
Marlin’ in Chicago 
Anne Seymour, 


who for the last 


couple of years has been playing 
the title part in ‘Mary Marlin’ out 
Chicago, has been written out 


of the show and is now in the east. 
Understood she may remain indefi- 
She has been added to the 


cast of ‘Against the Storm,’ in which 


nitely. 


her mother, May Davenport Sey- 
mour, also has a part. She has also 
) authored a legit play, ‘Glass House.’ 
which is a Broadway possibility for 
fall 


Before going to Chicago she was 
active in both legit and radio as an 
actress, director and writer. She is 
; currently living with her mother at 
Old Greenwich, Conn. 


Seebach Promoted 


Julius F. Seebach. Jr., vice-presi- 
dent of WOR, New York, in charge 
of programs, was elected a member 
of the station’s board of directors at 
the regular meeting last Friday (2). 
He has been director of program op- 
erations at the station since 1935. 

He started in radio in 1925 as an- 
nouncer at WOK. 





Discount Bait 


| The NBC Red 


network grossed 
| $3,141,902 for July, 1940. This com- 
|pares with the $3,067.870 of the 
| Columbia network and thus 


first time since last October, when 
| CBS forged and stayed ahead of the 
| Red, the number one NBC loop re- 
| gained its former place as top 
| grosser, Comparatively the red was 
up 15.8% over July of 1939. 
Percentage of the climb of the 
NBC Blue was even snappier lis 
$688,536 for last month was ahead of 
the 1939 July tally of $569,757 by a 
|matter of 20.8%. The two webs of 
the RCA family level off for an over- 
all improvement of 9.7% over the 
previous like-period seventh months’ 
span, 
| Columbia’s seven months total for 


for the 


1940 is $23,525,242. Mutual mean- 
| time brings up the rear with $2,266,- 
505. Mutual looks for its new pack- 
age station discount plan ‘on 75 or 
|more stations) to be reflected this 
autumn. A first hint was recently 
| provided when, after the NBC Blue 
had sent out an order on the True 
Story Magazine (MacFadden) a«c- 
count, Mutual stepped in a couple of 
| days later and snatched it away wit) 
| the discount bait. 





INFO, PLEASE 
TO NBC RED 


a 





Dan Goienpaul’s yen for a change 
of network for the Blue-creaied ‘In- 
formation, Please’ translates into @ 
new niche, Change is effective Nov. 
13. 

Under its new Lucky Strike spon- 
sorship the program will be heard 
on the NBC red Fridays at 8:30 p.n 


| spipiuliieabitshegties 


Bernard T. Wilkens, chief €ngi- 
neer at WKBN, Youngstown, an en- 
| sign in the Naval Reserve. has 
‘taken command of 2 Naval Com- 
munications Reserve 
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Freedom and You, Dear 


Stanley Hubbard’s station, KSTP, St. 
This is okay 


against VARIETY, 
so VARIETY reports the fact 


has a mad on 
It’s also news 


Paul, 
with VaRIery, 


’ 


It happens that Variety’s Minneapolis reporter, Les Rees, 


made a routine call on KSTP last Friday. 
He got no 


some news, if any. 
from Stan’s chief aide. 


He called to gather 


news. Instead he got a tirade 


The point of the tirade at KSTP was just this: 


‘How dare 


Variety sell its advertising to ASCAP tor the purpose of al- 


lowing that organization to present its case?” 


By a bit of irony 


the next evening (Saturday) there was on all networks, and 


doubtlessly on KSTP, 
speech. 


Freedom is a beautiful thing, 


accept advertising on KSTP. 
Stan, or it isn’t freedom. 
who will buy it. 


are matters of public knowledge. 


We 
It is plainly marked as advertising, the rates 


a special radio program devoted to free 


Stan. Like your freedom to 
But freedom is for 
sell Variety space to anybody 


Just like at KSTP, Stan. 


Because es is a free country 


you like about VARIETY, Stan. 


We've always spoken well of | 


you, Stan, and we're willing to put this whole thing down to| 


your being tired. That little 


atfair 


with the Musicians Union, 


a conflict of rival concepts of freedom, that almost involved the 


whole industry in an AFM strike, 


, way have upset you. 


Variety reporters should stay away from KSTP, Stan? Not} 
print news of your new contracts and yachts and stuff, Stan?) 


As you say, Sti an. 


Craney, His Points 


Satishied, Makes 


Peace with ASCAP on N.AB. Eve 


*San Francisco, Aug. 8 

American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers and_ the 
broadcasters of Montana and Wash- 
ington State have arived at a peace- 
ful settlement of the court and 
islative battles that has been rz 
between these two factions for the 
past six years. As leader of the 
Montana group, Ed Craney, of KGIR, 
Butte, has agreed to signature an 
ASCAP license, while Kenneth 
Davis, Washington State lawyer and 
sparkplug in the anti-ASCAP drive 
in that state, likewise arrived in San 
Francisco Sunday (4) to put the fin- 


leg- 


aging 


ishing touches to a peace pact for 
the Washington station group that 
succeeded in outlawing ASCAP in 
Washington. It’s the biggest coup 
that ASCAP has effected in years 
and news of the event as it circu- 


lated among the delegates gathering 


for the National Association f 
Broadcasters convention at the St 
Francis hotel caused considerable 
comment. 

While the general outline of the 
settlements was arrived at in Chi- 


cago last week, there are lots of de- 


tails, both legal and business me- 
chanics, that have yet to be worked 
out. John G. Paine, ASCAP general 


Francis 
Dav 
| 


*~hard 


manager, is now in San co 
to go over these with Craney 
and ASCAP’s western rep, 
Powers 

It is 


Ri 


that the settle 


understood 


ment as far as Montana is concerned 
provides for the wiping out of all 
criminal and eivil suits brought 


against ASCAP ang its officials and 
members, while in Washington the 
attorney general is slated to approve 
a consent degree declaring the | 
anti-ASCAP law unconstitutional 
About the only Washington stati yn 
operator that hasn’t agreed to the 
move is Birt E. Fisher, of KOMO 
and KJR. 

Craney expresed himself as feel- 
ing that he had scored a complete 
victory in that ASCAP has agreed 
to adhere to its plan to have the 
Clearance provisions of the new 
ASCAP contract apply at the source 
Craney said that he had alway 
made this angle the keystone of his 
battles with ASCAP and that he will 
resume his fight if ASCAP abandons 
its drive to enter into license agree- 
ments directly with the networks for 
network programs. 

: ASCAP has also asured Craney 
that it will work along with him on 


another idea in involving perform- 


7% 
4 





AOGAP STILL | 


TOPS ON AGENDA 


San Francisco Convention of | 
Broadcasters Fights Shy of | 


Hearing Spokesman of 
Performance Society 


‘GOT ’EM LICKED’ 


By BEN BODEC 
Aug. 6 
18th 


San Francisco, 


ASCAP is playing its annual 


,return engagement, by popular de- 
mand, as the favorite ‘villain’ of the 


everybody, | 





you can think and say what /elicit the same response. 





| should 


ance fees which has been agitating | 


the Montana broadcasters for years. 
[t’s the matter of charging for music 
yn a per piece basis. ASCAP spokes- 
men will in the near future join Car- 
ney in his home town to map out 
and inaugurate an experimental plan 
ilong this line He has been in- 
formed that the Society is equally 
interested in finding out how a plan 


xf this sort would operate and that | 


coperation will be given him 
experiment. 


very 
in the 


LaFENDRICH SPONSORS 
WLW’S ‘SMOKE DREAMS’ 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 
LaFendrich cigars will be back on 


the NBC-red web of 10 outlets 
starting Sept. 29 and running each 
Sunday at 11:30 p.m. Again it will 
be the ‘Smoke Dreams’ show and 


WLW, Cincinnati. 


originate in 


Ros Metzger, of the local Ruth- 
vauff & Ryan agency, handled the 
negotiations 


URGE MEXICAN VISIT 


Suggests San An- 


Emilio Ascarraga 
tonio for Next N.A.B. 
San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
San Francisco is , hig sh in 
ition rf N.A.B elegates 
leasant athe ts to see, place 
’ ) i 1 much yf Litie nt la 
i roa isters fee] ben 71) 
ittsburg put on a strong pitch 
for next year’s convention bv proc- 
sss of distributing Pittsburgh stog- 
yies 
v 1 
Emilio Ascarraga suggested that 
next meet be held in San Antonio so 


broadcasters could visit Mexico City 
where Ascarraga operates XEW and 
XEQ 


Wesiashouee « on 99 


Coverage »f Raymond 
aw npg sod Americana network 

was increased to 99 stations with the 
broadcast last (Tuesday) night over 
the NBC red and blue networks. 
WBLK. Clarksburg, West Virginia, 
and WGKJ, Charleston, were the 
new stations added 

Sponsored by Westinghouse. 


as accomplished facts. 


| united front 


National Association of Broadcasters. | 
It was 
|pioneer radioites into forming a trade 


ASCAP that alarmed the 


group, 
then the ‘villain’ 


in 1922, and every year since 

has never failed to 

This year 

it’s more so because this year there's 

;not only a heavy to hiss but a hero, 
BMI, to cheer. 


Because of the four hour 


York on Tuesday the convention’s 

ultimate actions cannot be reported 
But it’s not 
hard to guess. This convention was 
organized from the beginning for a 
on the ASCAP issue. 
counted. And one by 
issue that has threatened 
that united front has been smartly 
disposed of. Including an incipient 
wave of criticism against a couple of 
the N.A.B. leaders. 

When Earle C. 
Angeles broadcaster, 
gested that perhaps 
be heard, 
ASCAP, the suggestion 
on fast. ‘It would only confuse the 
issue and the delegates,’ was the 
view of the BMI party. It would 
moreover have’ been inconsistent 
with Neville Miller’s statement 
‘we've got them licked, if we stick 
together.’ Paine is ASCAP’s general 
manager, 

Miller’s reference to 
Ascap addressed to N.A.B 
ship asking for opportunity 
sent its story came at tail end 
prepared report. He opened 
the remark that broadcasters could 
tell how the wind was blowing by 
latest Ascap_ activity. Ascap, 2s 
Miller put it, has crossed the conti- 
nent pleading with broadcasters 
when last year Gene Buck ‘refused 
to have anything to do with N.A.B 
copyright committee.’ 

Miller waxed 
he described as altruistic 
of the Ascap telegram adding that 
despite Ascap overtures BMI would 
and the Ascap monopolistic 


Nothing else 
one every 


Anthony, Los 
and others sug- 
John G. Pa 


suggested 


ine 
by 
stepped 


as 


was 


telegram 
member- 
to pre 
of his 

with 


about what 


inferences 


sarcastic 


continue 


position would be permanently 
| solved. 

| At meeting today (Tuesday) 
operating heads of BMI, Sydney 
Kaye, Merritt Tompkins and Carl 


‘and frequency 


| 
! 
| 
| 


| 


| 
Paige’s 
show | 


Haverlin sketched the progress made 


by their organization They ex- 
plained types of copyright and non- 
copyright members BMI has been 
accumulating and thanked broad- 
casters for support received Also 
presented at meeting was the ney 
BMI licensing plan calling for sliding 
scale from 1% to 2! with latter 
depending on station or networks net 
billings in 1939. Top percentage ap- 
plies to total revenues of $100,000 
wind upward NBC and Columbia 
will in addition to paying for thei 
managed and operated stations on 
foregoing basis contribute 12° on 


business minus 
discounts. 


network commission 


New plan 


would go in effect at expiration of 
present BMI contract in April, 1941. | 
Kaye figures this will _ 1 about 


$1,500,000. Newspaper stations in 
this instance would hiee to accept 


| the same contract as others 


BMI licensees were aiso informed 
they should start to wean thei if pro- 
grams from Ascap music right away 
so by December their music reper- 
toire will consist exclusively of BMI 
and public domain material. Net- 
| works are slated to set pace by do- 


ing same thing with their sustaining 
programs. 
Through BMI contract, NBC 


new 


Om RN ern 


differ- ; 
ential and VARIETy press time in New 


-NALB’S 18-YEAR OLD BOGEY 








+ 


The National 





time by VARIEvy. 


project in month or so. 


Association of Broadcasters’ 
Sunday (4) voted to recommend adoption by the, convention proper of 
a unit-type system of recording radio business’ trends. This will be 
substantially similar to the method originated and published for some- 


N.A.B. Uses ‘Variety Setup 


San Francisco, Aug 6. 
board of directors on 


Statisticians hope to get 250 stations included and to launch the 














' + 
‘SCRIPPS FETES TRAMMELL. 


The Jack Benny Switch to WXYZ 
Dissolves in Social Amenities 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Scripps, of WWJ, Detroit, 
surprise dinner for Niles 
Monday night at the St. 
Francis. Guestees limited to red 
| web affiliates. 

Occasion signalized complete har- 
mony between Scripps and Tram- 





Bill 
tossed a 
Trammel 


ASCAP Follows Webs in Romancing 


Sponsors; Latter Unenthusiastic 


Latest emphasis in the continuing 
feud between the radio networks 
and the American Society of Com- 
posers, authors and Publishers is an 
appeal for the sympathy of the radio 
advertiser. ASCAP has become 
aware that the networks have al- 
ready gotten in much effective mis- 
sionary work in winning the good- 
will of the sponsors. Not alone in 
such semi-public communications as 


| the recent letters of Niles Tram- 


mell after the episode of NBC di-| 


General Foods to WXYL, 
Detroit, because of WWJ’s baseball 
committments. General Foods was 
piqued at secondary treatment for 
no less a personage than Jack 
Benny and Trammell had to ap- 
pease account. 


verting 


G. W. Johnstone to N. Y. 


Washington, Aug. 6. 

G. W. Johnstone, radio director of 
the Democratic National Committee, 
transfers his activities to New York 
on Aug. 12 for the duration of the 
campaign 

His secretary, Mrs. Evelyn Wilson, 
will also move to the Biltmore head- 
quarters of the Democrats in N. Y. 


and Columbia for first time recog- 
nize principle of paying for music at 
the source, something Ascap likewise 


is seeking to introduce in its new 
licensing agreement 
Interesting sidelight on the 


ASCAP-N.A.B. controversy 1s 
that it is being fought out more 
fiercely in the San Francisco 
newspapers than on the floor of 
the convention. There have 
been columns about it since 
broadcasters started gathering 
Saturday. Besides 
subject from convention floor the 


reports o7 


dailies have carried interviews 
with spokesmen of both camps 
particularly Niles Trammell, 
Neville Miller and John G. 
Paine 


San Francisco Chronicle, Tues- 
day (6), carried front page in- 
terview with Paine to which was 


appended Chronicle reporter’s 
observation ‘BFI has built a 
powerful political machine 


among delegates to force the 
broadcasting industry into con- 
certed actton and push ASCAP 
but of picture or force it to ac- 
cept lower contract rates.’ 
Story also stated ‘ASCAP 
barred from convention floor, 
jreeted delegates with 144-page 
special issue of Variety, the 
stage, screen and radio maga- 
It contained all the 
ASCAP arguments and held out 
in olive branch to the broad- 
casters without offering any rate 


reduction 
sembled bread- 
rd Ascap was quite 
the convention did any- 
stimulated those always bit- 
toward Ascap to greater bitter- 
It was that the net- 
works had been hard at work stir- 
ring up crusading spirit and in no 
small number they have found a 
warm response. But the general at- 
seemed to be watchful 
Average broadcaster, par- 
ticularly those with network affil 
ation, appeared to have assumed the 
position that he will go along with 
the rest of the industry for few 
|; months to see how NBC and Colum- 
bia can solve the situation, 


Sentiment 
casters towa 
mixed If 
thing it 


ter 


among as 


»ybvious 


ness 


‘ ' 
titude one of 


waiting. 


i 


emotionally 


mell of NBC and Paul W. Kesten of 
CBS but, more importantly, in the 
daily business and social contacts 
between radio executives and busi- 
ness men sponsoring radio programs 
the network point of view has been 
smartly put across, 

ASCAP opened up last week with 
a 10-page mimeographed statement 
addressed to all radio advertisers 
setting forth the history of the 18- 
year fight on performance fees. 
ASCAP is well aware of its strategic 
weakness in having no direct con- 
tacts with the sponsoring gentry. 

Beyond understanding that spon- 
were disposed to be anti- 
ASCAP at the moment, the Society 
last week na clear idea why. 
Officials had supposed that the prop- 
erty rights argument of ASCAP 
would echo understandingly in the 
commercial mind and were sur- 
prised that it apparently did not. 

Echo of AFRA? 

One explanation that ASCAP 
thought made sense is that the 
sponsors who know very little about 
show business, and care less, are 
still quietly furious at the defeat 
given them by the American Fedena- 
tion of Radio Artists over a year 
ago. Somehow AFRA and ASCAP 
sound enough alike to the radio ad- 
vertisers that they tend to react 
against the whole 
ASCAP idea, without knowing much 
about it. 

Sponsors have gotten the idea 
pretty well fixed in their minds that 
there will be an increase in adver- 
tising rates if ASCAP gets its terms 
after Jan. 1, 1941. Sponsors are al- 
ready concerned by mounting pro- 
ductions costs and by the high costs 
of radio stars, a condition they them- 
selves created through fantastic bid- 
ding for surefire personalities 

The business man living in Cam- 
bridge or Cincinnati or Minneapolis 
uses radio as an advertising medium, 
only reluctantly concedes that 
of sponsorhood he may be 


SOrs 


had 


the 


and 
as a result 


in or near show business. The cost 
of network time and the package 
cost of big shows are sufficiently 
large to alarm the sponsor to start 
with so that any new demand, or 
threat, or possibility of more ‘pro- 


duction’ expense is uncongenialL 


Which makes quite a sizeable 
lem in goodwill for ASCAP to 


ASCAP WINS 
IN FLORIDA 


prob- 


> 
solve. 


Fla., Aug. 6 
details of decision are 
at the moment, the three 
Federal judges, Hutchinson, Long 
and Barker, who heard the case of 
the Florida law against ASCAP have 
ruled that the law is unconstitutional. 
An injunction has been granted and 
the law becomes inoperative. 

Frohlich and Schwartz, ASCAP 
counsel at New York, argued the 
issue here in April, Law was en- 
acted in 1937 


Gainesville, 
Although 
not available 
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HEPARD’S F-M NETWORK ASPIRATIONS 


GET FISH-EYE FROM WEBS AT N. A. 


Meantime WOR and WGN Dissociated From Wholly 


Independent Project of Boston Broadcaster— 
Future Politics Foreseen 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 


Major role that John Shepard, 3rd. 
of the Yankee Network, is playing 
»nround this convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters is 
that of organizer and prospective 
cperaior of a 40-station Frequency 
Modulation network. Shepard has 
been talking about the prospective 
members coming into his project on 
# co-operative basis and that in- 
cludes putting up the coin for the 
F-M network’s starting and operp|- 
ing expenses. Maintaining a sharp 
eye on Shepard's activities, though 
seemingly unworried, are NBC and 
Columbia. Where the latter are par- 
ticularly concerned about Shepard's 
rompaign is that he may get some 
of their affiliates so hopped up about 
F-M that they will neglect putting 
through needed technical improve- 
ments for their present longwave set- 
ups. 


+ 





NO AFFILIATE RAIDS 





NBC and CBS Unite on BMI Ques- | 


tion at Convention 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 


Conspicuous by their absence 
were the usual extra-convention 
deals. Instead of engaging in the 


pcrennial pastime of weaning away 
one another's affiliates at such 
gatherings, NBC and Columbia con- 
ducted themselves as a pair of purr- 
ing cubs, and the reason generally 
cited for was the ASCAP-BMI 


situation. 


this 


tween themselves at least 


The two major networks | 
had to maintain cordial relations be- | 
before | 


B. 





All BMI Banquet 


| San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
} When N.A.B. stages its annual 
banauet at Treasure Island to- 
|} morrow night (Wed.), orchestras’ 
| repertoire will be restricted to 
MI tunes. 

I's first time taboo on ASCAP 
' music has been applied outside 
| of broadcasting studios. 








ASCAP WIRES 


"ALL DELEGATES 
T0 NAB. 


they could sell the industry on set- | 


ting up a solid front on the ASCAP- 


BMI issue. 
While all the major, and even 
minor, station reps were on hand, 


there seemed to be little indication 


‘of outlets using the convention oc- 


Shepard started his sales push aS casion to change national sales of- 
early: as last Saturday morning (3) fices, 


by way of meetings of broadcasters 
delegates in his suite at the Mark 
Hopkins hotel. Among those that he 
hes been giving the heavy bee are 
Walter Damm, of WTMJ, Milwaukee: 
Bill Scripps, of WWJ, Detroit; Ike 
Lounsberry, of WGR-WKBW, Buf- 
falo: Tom L. Evans, of KCMO, Kan- 
sas City; Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee 
Network, and C. W. Myers, of KALE- 
KOIN, Portland 
Outside Mutual 

WOR, Newark, and WGN, Chicago. 
advised Shepard recently that they 
had decided to have nothing to do 
with his F-M network project. Ob- 
jection of these two stations, which 
are two of the keystones of the Mu- 
dual Network, was based on the cir- 
cumstance that what Shepard had in 
mind was something that hadn't 
minde itself evident at the start. 
WOR and WGN had been under the 
impression that the F-M web would 
fall within the operation of Mutual, 
but as it later developed Shepard 


was intent upon a totally independ- | 


ent proposition, which would from 
every angle become competitive to 
Mutual. 

In his conferences with prospective 
effiliates Shepard has claimed that 
he has already lined up 16 important 
breadeasters for his F-M network 
promotion. He has admitted that it 
would take four or five years before 
such a network would begin making 


money, but anyway his associates 
would be in on the ground floor of 
the next ‘great development’ in the 


business of broadcasting. 

Shepard is still 
with NBC on the network’s proposed 
of red link releases in Bos- 


sparring around 
switch 
ton. 
that if it went through with the idea 
WBZ to the red 
Shepard’s WNAC the 


and 


blue 


of as 
making 


signing 


station he would file an affidavit 0n | gineering for Yankee network, out- continuity department by program 
the matter with the Federal Com- jjned operation of F-M in east, where n sthaune = “he oa a ohaen ail se 

munications Commission. Niles) 2 stations now use Major Arm- gow a Bos sce goad =n 
Trammell, NBC prez, retorted that) strong’s system. Stated that high aL lage peer ae + 


network would not stand for any 
and before it would tak« 


the 


intimidatior 





Shepard recently advised NBC 


SPECIAL F-M 
IN FRISCO 
FORNAB. 


By WILLIS WERNER 
San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Press got a preview Friday (2) of 
the west’s first Frequency Moduia- 
tion station, installed atop Palace 
hotel for use in connection with F-M 
reception demonstrations at N. A. B. 
convention headquarters in _ St. 


Francis hotel Wednesday (7). Station | 


| went on the air Saturday with 15- 


hour sked of live and transcribed | 
shows. | 

Shipped here from Radio Engi- | 
neering Labs, Long Island City, | 


1,000-watt transmitter operating on 
43.4 megacycles under call W10XLYV, 
was set up in four hours under su- 
pervision of Frank Gunther, 
chief engineer. In appearance, grey 
units standing six feet tall resemble 
conventional transmitters, except for 


extra heavy shielding. 


tion in high frequency spectrum. 
Gunther outlined briefly benefits 
of F-M in way of high-fidelity re- 
ecpton and pointed out that most 
receivers this fall will be equipped 
with a F-M channel to cover new 
band. In other words, turn of switch 
will give fans F-M, just as it first 
introduced them to ‘short-wave. 
Pau! de Mais, v.p. in charge of en- 


fidelity of F-M is so far superior to 
network lines that rebroad- 


REL | 


Circuits also | 
heavily filtered to prevent stray in- | 
ductances, fatal to successful opera- | 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers took another 
stab at getting a hearing before the 
|convention of the National Associa- 
jtion of Broadcasters, which opened 
|}at the San Francis hotel yesterday 
| (Monday), when it sent the dele- 
‘gates a circular telegram urging that 
a representative of the performing 
rights organization be given such an 
| oppcrtunity. Dispatching of the 
| wires was so timed that the station 
;/men have them at hand before they 
| went into the initial session of the 
convention: 
| The telegram read as follows: 
‘It is urgently suggested 
| before the present issue as be- 
| tween ASCAP and the chains 
reaches a stage which may seri- 
; Ously interfere with development 
of the radio industry and with in- 
dependent station cperations there 
should be an open discussion and 
forum for the information of all 
concerned. ASCAP is entirely 
willing and in fact solicits an op- 
portunity to participate in such a 
discussion. We made a previous 
| suggestion te this effect addressed 
| to President Miller, who advised 
} us that program as scheduled left 
no time to fit such a matter in. We, 
therefore, address this telegram to 
each delegate registered as attend- 
} ing the NAB convention in the 
hope that from the floor there may 
come the request that the network 
representatives present participate 
| With the independents and ASCAP 
representatives in a frank, free 
and open discussicgn of the whole 
subject You may reach us by 
telephone at Exbrook 0893 or tele- 
gram addressed to our San Fran- 
cisco office, 111 Sutter pbuilding.’ 


that 


William Murphy Steps Up, 

Robinson Joins Agency 
Chicago, Aug. 6. 

William Murphy, been 

continuity assistant here, 


the 


has 


NBC 


who 
at 
has been elevated to the head of 


Robison who leaves NBC continuity 
department after some four years to 


present join the Neisser-Meyerhof agence 
es " - ; : J ii I 4 is zz] yet age ney 
it from Shepard NBC would under- casting works out better than phys- payroll here as chief scribbler of the 
ake “over 5 area with | jc 1k . ; srati Tc cae re ec eigen aR hc 
take to cover the Boston rea ical link for _web operation. — Told | ‘Scattergood Baines’ show for W rig- 
a group of 100-watters. The indica- how they tried it with chain of Jey's jaw-exerciser 
tions are that WHDH, Boston, wil!. seven stations with okay results. ; ; ais 
when the switch takes place, becon Rus Reiniger, REL sales manager 
the release for the blue network.! added that John Shepard, III, of F } Ei B k 
WHDH will probably get an assign-' Yankee, is working out his own riz mans an rupt 
ment of 50,000 watts under the Ha- string of 40-odd F-M’s. x 
vana reallocation plan. tooftop rig onerated here under — 
: ; exe ae : Buffalo, Aug. 6 
- - - auspices of KSFO, which is _ han- , 
- BETA —_ Frederick Fimansperger, radio 
diing all programming. Working : ’ 
‘ ks : ; 2 announcer known professionally as 
WACA DISCUSSES ADS | with Sunther is local station’s vet | pits Eimans, filed a voluntary 
' : y : ritz Eimans, filed a voluntary pe- 
technical director, Dr. R. V. Howard. , , ; ‘ y I 
ition in bankruptey here last week 
: . , . ‘listing liabilities of $11,000 and as- 
(Shepard plans to call meeting in & : 


ON PM PRINCIPLE 


Series of programs giving a digest 
of advertising in New York dailies. 
with full credit to the advertisers 
and newspevers, started last week 
over WMCA, New York, under spon- 
sorship of Farnsworth Radio & Tele- 


Chicago in couple of weeks to fur- 
ther his promotion of F-M network. 


sets of $2,000. His wife, Elizabeth, 
also filed at the same time. 
Eimansperger originally conducted 


Invites will go to some 40 broad- : a . 
cbatare.) 9 the German hour for WEBR trom 
: a Old Heidelberg, an east side cafe. 
Subsequenily he emceed German 


Knapp Monarch Shaver 
New NBC Blue Account 


/hours for WBNY and a couple of 
years ago for WKBW. Recently he 


vision. It’s a 15-minute show (re- and his wife have been operating a 
viewed in this issue of VarrETY) at} Knapp Monarch, of Chicago, tavern in Williamsville, Buffalo 
6 p.m. Mondays through Fridays. makers of electric razors, have suburb. 

Ken Farnsworth (no relation) will signed with the NBC blue. Will} ee 


do the commentary on the series, 
which is tabbed ‘Good News in Ad- 
vertising.’ Show follows the line re- 
cently inaugurated by the News- 
paper PM, which prints the ‘news’ 


in ads carried by other dailies. How- ! 


ever, PM accepts no ads itself. 


sponsor a Sunday morning news 
|dramatization over 44 stations start- 
ing Sept. 29. Will be heard 11:45 to 
12 noon. Editors of Newsweek will 
provide the material. 
Cramer-Krasselt agency 
waukee has the account. 


of Mil- 


| 
| They're Very Busy at WCCO 
St. Paul, Aug. 6. 
Hale Byers, WCCO newscaster, 
married Edna Alice Anderson on 
Friday, his regular day off. 
Was back on the job next day. 


Foor 


: 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 


San Francisco turned on 
choicest brand of weather. Dele- 
gates are still curious about what 


that soupy fog looks like. 
} omnnet 
| Lewis Allen Weiss, of the Don 
Lee Network, always the sartorial 
bloom at the conventions. This time 
it's a seagreen outfit. 
| Al Nelson, NBC's local chief, func- 
tioning as the proverbial paper- 
j}hanger with the etc., trying to keep 
everybody glad that they came. 
| Don Gilman, NBC's Coast v-.p., 
trouped in Sunday with a mob from 
the Bohemian Grove. 

George Storer, 
in more stations than 


who's 


Dun & Brad- 


Street, is here. 

| agnegg 
| Frank E. Mullen, new exec vp. 
of NBC, interviewed by Jennings 
;}Pierce on Farm and Home Hour 
| Monday (5). Mullen, who. origi- 
nated hinterland feature, spoke of 
radio’s place in agriculture. 

enenere 2 

| Tracy Moore got plenty  back- 
|slapping. New NBC Blue net sales 


|chief for Western Division formerly 
}was member of San Francisco NBC 
crew. 

Ed Kobak, NBC blue chief from 
N. Y., beat convention into town by 
two days in order to give local staff 
|pep-talk on Blue. Did it at a dinner 
|staged by Al Nelson in Mark Hop- 
kins hotel. 

Pathe News coverage of N.A.B. 
convention virtually stolen by NBC. 
|Clip includes talk 
Niles Trammell in his suite at St. 
| Francis, shots of Trammell register- 
jing for meet and view of NBC ex- 
|hibit. Also included are rad‘o 
| ceremonies at Expo (3) wherein 
|Stephen Early presented plaque to 
|Neville Miller, head of N.A.B. with 
|FCC chairman James L. Fly look- 
ling on. Frank Vail camereed with 
iclip due back for local showing 
| Wednesday (7), closing day of con- 
| vention. 


aay 


| Convention romance developed be- 
j} tween Wilbur Michaelson, stepson of 
|Lloyd Yoder, and Helen Hedges, 
|daughter of Bill Hedges, NBC v.p., 
|'from New York. Hedges, accom- 
|panied by his tw9 daughters, Helen 

and Peg, and wife, Meg, stopped off 
|in Denver to see Yoder. Interval 
isaw quick romantic developments 
| between younger set. 


Fleet of five NBC-bannered Lin- 
coln Zephyrs met web arrivals in 
San Francisco. Provided bv Al 
Nelson, KPO-KGO manager, chauf- 
feured vehicles are on call 24 hours 
a day during convention for use of 


NBC delegates. Only delegate not 
welcomed was Vernon Pribble. of 
WTAM, NBC Cleveland station, who 
fooled everybody by arriving day 
early 

Mezzanine of Hotel St. Francis is 
devoted to convention displays. Big- 
gest flash is that of BMI music. Also 


entation of N. A. B. 


an elaborate pres 
itself. 


Western Electric is exhibiting 25 
models and 45 drawings from among 
those entered in nation-wide 
tects’ contest to design ideal 
mitter arid transmitter housing for 
modern broadcasting. Winners were 
selected by Beaux Arts Club of New 
York. 


archi- 


irans- 


INS tossed special lhincheon and 
entertainment to woo broadcasters 
Only news service to take active 
part in meet, affair included flock of 
talent. 


Meff Runyon, CBS station overa- 
tions v.p., kept his M & O and sales 
contingent in long sessions at. the 
Mark Hopkins Saturday. It’s the 
; one time annually that the boys let 
| down their hair and tell what they 
think of one another when it comes 
to operation. 

If the delegates attend al] 
| cocktail parties that are being staged 


its | 


interested | 


the | 


for ’em this convention will rate as | 





Convention Crosstalk 


PESFFFFFEFFEEFEFEFEFEEEEFEE EG 444466444466646444644644444 


| ning getup but it was for the warm- 
er climes. Because he didn’t have a 
|}heavy dinner rig Streibert had to 
‘turn down a couple formal dinner 
| invitations, 

' Glenn Snyder, of WLS, Chicago, 
_Missed around the St. Francis lobby 
over the weekend. He was reported 
|as having been seen somewhere on 
| the way to San Francisco, with one 
‘source quoting a prairie schooner as 
the transportation means. 

NBC tossed a staff dinner Sunday 
/night (4) so that the Coast gang 
could meet the new president of 
the network. Attendance numbered 
Si. 


Mutual Network adorned button- 
holes with the customary gold car- 
nations. 


Ray Spector among the agency 
men present. Came 3,000 miles, he 
explained, so that when he dictated 
a letter to a station operator he 
would have a pretty good idea of 
the fellow’s facial reactions. 


Staff of WJSV, Washington, pulled 
a rib on Harry C. Butcher, CBS 
vice-president in Washington, when 
he planed out last Friday (2) to at- 
itend the N.A.B. convention in San 
Francisco. Exec had been scheduled 
to leave the previous Monday (29), 
but was detained on business each 
day until Friday. When he finally 
‘left he was given an airport send-off 
by a delegation from the WJSV stu- 
‘dio, receiving a badly wilted bouquet 


by NBC prexy | 


With the explanation it had been 
purchased in anticipation of his 
Monday departure. 

Eight representatives from the 


Cowles’ stations are at the conven- 
tion. They are Robert Tincher and 
Phil Hoffman of WNAX, Yankton, 
S. Dak.; Sumner Quarton, Bill Quar- 
ton and Don Inman of WMT, Water- 
Joo and Cedar Rapids; Ten Enns. 
Craig Lawrence and Luther Hill of 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. 

Ted Striebert, of WOR. paused in 
Seattle enroute from Banff to N.A.B., 
accompanied by wife. 

NBC expects to signal start of con- 
struction on new San _ Francisco 
headquarters during convention. 
Five-story structure will be located 
at Taylor and O'Farrell. 

Kern Timps, manager of KPRC, 
and King Robertson, chief engineer 
of KTRH, are representing Houston 
at the convention. 











L. B. Wilson, head man of WCKY. 
Cincinnati, CBS affiliate, flew in 
alone (sans Jean, his wife), and will 
fiy right back. 


Walter Damm, Paul Spearman. 
Judge Sykes developed pastime of 
making transcription in John Shep- 

d's suite, all of which they later 


destroyed, 


Mrs. Ted Streibert won telephone 


raffle at San Francisco Fair. called 
Brooklyn, N. Y., home to find* out 
how children were. 


Reggie Scheubel hit jackpot ma- 
chine at Frisco Press club. 
| deelldciaias 

Line Dellar got break in FExam- 


iner with full page spread headlined 
‘American System of Broadcasting.’ 
Explained importance of N. A. B 


Ih 

preserving freedom. 
Linnea Nelson commuting be- 
tween convention and local Thomp- 
on office to show how skilfullv she 


Can mix business with leisure 


Ben Bernie Goes On 
Pain Killer In Fall 


Ben Bernie is set for the 1940-41 
broadcasting season with a new spon- 
sor, Bromo-Seltzer (Emerson Drug). 
Gets going Tuesday, Oct. 1, at 8 p.m. 
on the NBC “blue. 

Format of program is yet to be de- 
termined. 





tops in wear and tear on the inner | 


| linings. NBC and CBS are only two 
of the wide-open oases. 

Ted Streibert, WOR general man- 
aged and Mutual v.p, expressed 
much chagrin about not having had 
| the inside on the sartorial habits of 
San Francisco before he packed for 
the trip west. Had brought an eve- 


KENYON AT D.C. AGENCY 

Stephen M. Kenyon joining the 
Donahue & Coe agency, N. Y., will 
| be on general executive duties. 

He shifted over from Lord & 
Thomas after three years with that 
organization as account executive 
' Previously Kenyon was an account 
‘exec with J. Walter Thompson. 
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PROBE 1932 ACTS OF RCA 


Mullen -Once 











Feank Mullen, new v.p. and general manager of NBC, recalls that 
when he was with KDKA, Pittsburgh, back in 1923 he formed a com- 
pany to license ASCAP music played over that Westinghouse station, 
which at the time knew nothing about performance royalties and 
refused to commit itself. The Mullen company paid ASCAP directly 
and then gave KDKA permission to use it. 

This is not unhke the recent proposal to form an ASCAP adver- 
tising agency to deal with accounts direct, thereby allowing the net- 
works to have no contact with ASCAP. 


N.A.B. Frisco Registration 
































:* . Bob Meyer, NBC, New York 

Mark Hopkins Hotel Bo ag Fam py ag 
mH. Gammon, WCCO, Minneapolis, Bol Secheutz, N Be Holly wood, 
4 HH. Hayes, WABC, New York, Maurica Wetzel, NBC, Chicago 
1M. Ressell, CBS, New York. William Gartland, NB¢ New York, 
Joa Ream, (BS, New York } R. Deakins, RCA, New York. 
Gilaon Grey, CBS, New York, baker, RCA, New York 
Paul Kosten, CBS, New York r. A. Smith, RCA, New York, 
4 r Gurkland, WCCO, Minneapolis, | Robert T. Convey, KWK. St. Louis. 
Pimit Ascarraga, RCA, Mexico Cily, Clarence C. Cosby, KXON, St. Louis. 
M. &. Tompkins, BMI, New York, Kdwin W. Craig, WSM, Nashville. 
BE ») Sykes. lawyer, Washington, . hh. Crowley, Columbia Records, H’ wood, 
louis Wasmer, KGA, Spokane. James RR. Curtis, KFRO, Longview, Tex. 
Cart E& Haymond, KMO, Tacoma, (. Merwin Dobyns, KGER, long Beach, 
KMawacd Petvy, New York, Don S. Elias, WWNC, Asheville, N. C. 
Kiward Voynow, Chicago. Join EF, Fetzer, WKZO. Kalamazoo, 
Frank Sianton, CBS, New York. Birt F. Fisher. KJR. Seattle 
Garald King, Standard Radio, Hollywood H. D> Fitger, WDAF, Kansas City. 
J. A. Murphy, KUT, Yakima, Wash. } Reggie Scheubel, Biow, New York. 
Walter Damm, WITMJ, Milwaukee } S$. J. Henry, Jr., N.A.B., Washington, 
Donald Thornburgh, CBS, Holly wood. | M. A. Hiollinshead, World, New York. 
Fox Case, CBS, Hollywood. {| Herb Hollister, KEBI, Wichita, Kans, 


E. K. Cohan, CBS, New York. | 
Gaorge Cranéall, CBS, New York. | 
Howard Meighan, Radio Sales, New York 


James kK. Hopkins, WJIBK, Detroit. 
Stan tHlubbard, KSTP, St. Paul. 
Frank KE. Hurt, KEXD, Napa, Idaho. 





Meiford Runyon, CBS, New York. Sydney M. Kave, BMI, New York, 
-Herh Akerberg, CBS, New York. | R. OO. Lewis, KTAR, Phoenix, 

A. KB. Joscelyn, WBT, Charlotte. Clark A. Luther, KEFH, Wichita, 
Morte Jone: KMOX, St. Louis. ( PP. MacGregor, Hollywood, 


Harold Fellows, WEEIL, Boston Clair McCollough, Mason-Dixon, Lancas- 
Kingsley Horton, WELT, Boston, ter, Pa 
Siephon Fold, CBS, New York. (. A. MeLaughin, WIBC, Indianapolis, 
John Shepard, tll Yankee Net, Boston v. J. Mey KEYR. Bismarek, N. D 
‘ W. Myers, KOIN-KALE, Portland, Ore. l.innea Nelson. J. Walt Thompson, N, Y. 
Frank Russell, NBC, Washington. Gene O'Fallon K FEI Denver 
Biederick Leusctiner, NBC, Hollywood. B. J. Palmer, WOC, Davenport, Ta 
Richard Graham, NBC, Hollywood, Hi I. Qui ain KIRO, Seatt 
Joon Giluian NBC, Hollywood HK! y Robe mm, Star Times, St. T.ouis, 
Arthur B. Church, KMBC, Kansas City. Da Rober KGGM Albuquerque. 
fart Raymond, KMO, Tacoma, I. H, Ryan, WSPD, Toledo 
Quinn Ryan, WGN, Chicago. 1 DD. Saume WIS, Columbia, S. C., 
Keact Simith Petry Chicago WW .. s ys, WWJ. Detroit 
2 Weed, Weed & Coa., New York ‘ Dy Arney J ‘“.A.B Washington, 
George Moskovies, CBS, Hollywood Bd WK NA. Wa ngton 
Kiwird Klauber, CBS, New York. i i RR vol V.A.B Washington, 
Louis Ruppel, CBS, New York Joe Miller N.A.S Washington 
Paul Wo White, CBS, New York Paul Peter ‘A.B Washington 
Lester Bowman, CBS, Hollywood Neville Mill N.A.B., Washington. 
Lincoln Deller, KSEO, San Francisco, lynne Smetys N.A.B Washington, 
John J. Karol, CBS, New York Howard Lane, KEBK Sacramento 
harles Stookey, CBS, New York. Vi | Knight, J Savannah. Ga 
Harry Butcher, CBS, Washington Railton Katz Agency San Francisco. 
Stephen Karly, White House, Washington KE. A .Whitehead, G.E San Francisco. 
Thad Holt, WAPI, Birmingham, William Rues WOW, Omaha 
Fred Weber, Mutual, New York Pat Campbe World, Holly wood 
i sireiber, WOR, New York itv Fhompson, KOULN, Grants Pass, Ore. 
Tawis Allen Weiss, Don Lee, Ios Angeles J. T. Ward, WLA( Nashville. 
Wilbuc WHickelberge, Don Lee, Tos Angeles Milton KH. Lia , KO EE Enid, Okla. 
Paula Nicoll, MBS, New York. W. B. Quarton, WMT, Cedar Rapida, 
Ho Wooten, WRE« Memphis. 
Sir Francis Drake I. R. Lounsb. ry. WGR-M KBW, Buffalo. 
t bb whe RD ; utmnont > 
Hens spen KXRO Aberdeen, Wash How ra \ \\ “ KDON. M hace 
Lindsey Spight, John B vir, San Francisco. Joon A. Kennedy, WBLK. Clarksburg, Va. 
Robert A. Siveet, WCAU, New York } BKugene Carr, WGAR, Cl seg 
Klroy Met's KELA, Centralia, Wash, Rd Cunniff. WKBH. La rogse, Wis. 
Don Sear KOT Omaha } D. E lavne W tatt (‘reek 
i. DB. Fowler, G-B. New York _— Lorin Watson, Intl Radio Sales, N. Y. 
Jonas Weiland WTC, K ingst m, N. ¢ Ralph Brunton, KJBS, San Francisco 
ji £. Zimmermann, KARK, Little Ro Kk. Sade . Mace M.A Washington. 
foe Meiillora, Station Rep., New York Car io 1 BMI. Los Angeles. 
I > Yandell. NB¢ New York. ( - Snvd WLS. Chicago 
Bau 3. MeGlashen, KGFJ, Los Angeles, ) es KS he | - 
‘ Alcorn, WRNX, New York Fohn bla io . : New York 
; sel NAB, Washington ‘ Wags CDYI salt Lake < 
Hairison Holliway, KEI, Los Angeles wv mm. H WW \ va 2 vr 
7. S Harold \W , aliar WSMB Jew Orleans 
Fairmont R. V. Williams, KVOA, Tuscon. 
L. B son, WCRKY, Cincinnatl H ' \ y ago 
id Youn KGHI BR nes Mon 
Y oR > eae ‘ 
Stewart faba. Riser, WCEM, Derisors, 
Jarar Hirsch, KF VS, Miss yuri , Trade Papers 
mm. R ison All-Canada Hadio, Calgary a 
Roy Thomas All-C'anada Radio, Calgary All Ss f ’ 4 
Dick Dorrance, EM., Ine New York, ARIETY ten Bode Jack { man, 
—y Will A 
Clift SROADUASTING Mariin i Sol 
li . wOC ee Taisho 
it at 4 wired ids K Se gyre ed Wash RADIO yATLY Mat a on n Harold 
Yom Olson, KGY, Olympia, Wash Winter, N nan W = 
tlvin J. Smith, KFAC, Los Angeles, - a 
Wilton KE. Cobb, WMAZ, Macon. 
rl. W. Symonds, Jr., KXL, Portiand, Ors 109 WIVES AT N A B 
Drake-Wiltshire ‘ 
William Smullin KIEM, Eureka Delevation Large Considering Long 
J. H. Bauriedel, KOIN, Grants Pass, Ore 5 ATS 
r. Phillips, KIDO, Boise, Ida. Trip to West Coast 
Californian Sen Fran » Aug. 6 
TA were r assten — F . . & : : 
Jarvis rth, KRNR. Ro » n Attenda >a VAG ) ) 
oO , e . ' io ) ) » t 5) een 
St. Francis Hotel re tg ia A 
at ae ch Mawr. Work 2 i¢ 2 »y i ] 
‘ M swi " \ New Vor! } le yta n 
$ uuilden, RUA, New Yor " , 4 ) te 
AY Hopi } 4 New Yor ma 
». A ROA e Yor} ) VB 
Ww. M \ y, RCA, N Yor) >] 12 " ) IU 
BJ A dies ncA New Yor ‘ 
J RB . man Rr “A. New Yor} VW if . it i ) 
4 Ko Yrouant, RCA, New York nent people, trad ape 1d 1 reg- 
r. 2 te] RCA, New York. ‘ ‘ — ty 2 qi e are 
Lloyd Yoder, KOA! Denver istration came up to 458. 17 - 
Verson Anderson, WJIBO, Baton Rous 109 wives registered 
Sampbell Arnoux, WTAR, Norfolk 
Hllis Alteberry, IKCKN, Kansas City 
Harry Bannister, WJR, Detroit. ‘ c A 
C. W. Benson, WIL, St. Louis. Storm Warnings to 5.A. 
Frank Bishop, KEEL, Denver. 
129 Bishop, KMED, Medford, Ore Cincinnati, Aug. 6. 


Midgar bill 


Carlen 4 ion a gs IL. WI.WO. Crosley’s international 
Ba her Cavey, WWL, New Orleans station, last week ceived the nod 
PS Clack ri — Pa. | trom the U. S. Weather Sureau in 
Maris K. Clifford, WHFC, Cicero, Ill Washington to broadcast official 
Niles Trammell, NBC, New Yor! 


hurricane and storm warnings as a 


Wim. S. Hedges. NBC, New York. ; a 3 . 
Sidney Stroiz, NBC, New York special service to South and Central 
». B. Hanson, NBC, New York P eeian * tries 
A Kk Nelson, KPO-KGO, San Frat sco American ¢ gases qf 
Edgar Kobak, NBC, New York. Warnings will be fashe rom 
rriok Muotien, NBC, New York. | Washington to the Crosley station’s 
Kelth Higgins, NBC, New York. } _ > paste il cs 
Join H. Norton, Jr.) NBC, New York. |mewsroem and aired in English, 
fhe w rng 8 en! ton York. | Spanish and Portuguese, with re- 
aries ° orn, ? *, New York. ai hree _ 4 
H. M. Reville, NBC, New York. | broadcasts at three-hour intervals 
\.-3 Wailes, Westirghouse, New York | until changed advices come from the 
Vernan Pribble, WTAM, Cleveland. pare ther bure: 
Kolin Hager, WGY, Schenectady. weather bureau, 





ASCAP Licensee SENATORS CALL 


DAVID oARNOT 


Thad Brown’s Reappoint- 
ment Is Ostensible Reason 


Endorse Brophy 


By NORM CHAMBERLAIN 


fad 


Winnipeg, Aug, 6. 


Last week's convention in Cal- 


,gary of the Western Association of 


for Widespread Investiga- 
tion of Past Radio History 


SARNOFF’S DENIAL 


Washington, Aug, 6. 


Hauled back from his vacation, 


| David Sarnoff, president of the Radio 


| Cerporation of 





} 
| 
| 
} 


| 


{negotiate consent 


| 


| 


| 


|solicited aid of 
| Moses 


' 


|influence in 


} 


|supplied by E. O. 


| 
} 


| 
order to testify 


| mysteriously disappeared just 


took the 


(today) in 


America, 
witness stand Tuesday 

before the same 
Senate Interstate Commerce commit- 
tee which has aiready produced so 
many fireworks displays in the 
course of investigating the fitness of 
Thad Brown to have another seven 
years as a member of the Federal 
Communicaticns Commission,  Sar- 
noff’s appearance was the signal for 
the beginning of sensational charges 
and heated denials 


tors Charles W. Tobey and Burton 
K. Wheeler undertook to search out 
and drag out alleged ‘skeletons’ in 
the RCA closet. 


wherein Sena- 


Committee was back in the arch- 
ives with the spotlight en events 
that took place in 1932. The person- 
ality of George H. Moses, one-time 
G.O.P. senator from 


Tobey’s state, 
New Hampshire, emerged tl 
course of events 


luring 


1e 
Subpoenas were issued for several 
individuals alleged to 


have helped 


decree divorcing 
RCA from General Electric and 
Westinghouse. Backed up by Sol- 
manton Davis and written statements 
of various principals, Sarnoff 
qualifiedly denied wrong-doing in 
bringing about postponement of trial 
back in 1932, but 


un- 


admitted company 
former Senators 

Daniel O. Hastings of 
who held posts of grea 
Hoover administration 


and 
Delaware, 


' 
fired by Tobey 
Keller 


‘legman’ 


Ammunition was 
reputed 
who 

before 
his sworn statement was read into 
the record Sarnoff informed the 


had 


labor organization 


legislators he understood Keller 


threatened to cause RCA much 


trouble if not properly appeased 
financially. The sizzling Keller af- 
|fidavit related what Senators re- 


| garded as an incredulous tale of the 
H., to engage 
a White House 
former President 
delay of the 


journey to Concord, N 
former Senator Moses; 
huddle at which 
Hoover said the 
would be 
| funds; postponement of the 
| suit after-the court 


suit 
round-about 

anti-trust 
had 


impossible; 


clerk been 


enlisted in the RCA cause and re- 
taining of clerk’s brother to do legal 
errands. 

Immediately after Tobey read the 
Kelle statement immonse were 
ordered for Roger Whiteford. promi 
nent local nolitico ana attorne 
tobert D. O'Calla 1a ne RCA 
{ i] fo | id K¢ | ) t i 
been co iC ) t a ) 

} rin : ) 
Tu lay I ) i i ) > 
oft t ) 

Mainta ng ¢ tl Na t 

rely pro} .) ft a ) i 


ti! > Sarr ¥( ‘ ige 
that RCA operates on theory ‘If vor 


can’t lick ‘en join ‘em,’ and ha 
| hired individuals who were suc 

ful nuisance yy troublesome oppo- 
nents. On this ground, the corpora 
tion engaged Oswald Schuette, for 
mer Washington newspaperman, 
who won fame for instigating Jus- 
| tice Denartment trust-busting drive 
| against radio manufacturer is well 
as J. Austin Smith accountant, 


whose probing formed basis for one 
of the hara 
ers’ suit. 
From Sarnoff and Davis, the sen- 
ators learned that Schuette was pay- 
| rolled at $20,000 annually because he 
i was such an eifective fighter, while 
) smith was taken on to get him off 
(Continue 


sing minority stockhold- 


on page 50) 
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Broadcasters, affiliated with the full 
Canadian Association of Broadcast- 
ers, was the largest turnout in the 
history of the western gatherings. 
This was due to the great interest 
of all broadcasters in the problem of 
news sponsorship. The most profit- 
able single type of program for the 


local station is threatened by the 
Opposition of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., which is to say, the 
Government. 

Issue developed in acute fpgrm 
some months ago when rumors 


spread that war news not being 
cleared through London was reach- 
ing Canadian stations through com- 
mercial sources. All those opposed 
to sponsored news promptly urged 
its abolition. 

Three alternative 
brought up for 


plans were 
discussion at the 
Calgary convention. Plan two was 
endorsed. In particular the broad- 
casters’ position was that no drastic 
changes in news status quo was in- 
dicated and that no public demand 
for change existed. 

Harry Sedgwick, owner of CFRB, 
Toronto, and president of the Ca- 
nadian Association of Broadcasters, 
was present to explain the situation 


from the parent trade association's 
point of view. (Plan two, the one 
voted, is reportedly the brain child 


of Reg Brophy, one-time NBC exec- 
utive, who is now with Marconi in 
Montreal) 


Press Reps Absent 


Press representatives were con- 
spicuous by their absence at Cal- 
gary, only ones being present were 


Bob Hanson, of the 


Press interests. Dowl 


Ed Dowl 
British United 
flew out from Montreal. 

Prior to the hurry up meeting 
all members of the western body 
received a circular letter from the 
Sedgwick organization outlining in 
detail the three plans that have been 
suggested by various groups and in- 
dividuals for the handling of 
in the Dominion. These 
lined by the Canadian 
the CAB and also N. L 
Nathanson, head of Famous Playe 
nairman of the CBC. 

The three plans of news 
reduced to their barest 
follow along these lines: 


Plan One—-Suggested by CBC 
CBC will 


main new 


and 


news 
were out- 
Broadcasting 
Corp., 
and vice- 
handling 


essentials 


gather from th 

agencies in the Dominion, 
Canadian Press, British United Press 
and Transradio. This to be dis- 
tributed to all stations in Canada via 
landline facilities to be set up 


news 


Where landlines not possible these 
stations would be serviced via short 
wave. (CBC has no short-wave sta 


+ 


tion of its own: hence plan was 
mooted to Jet Transradio handle 
theseestations direct If and when 
CBC set up then 
CBC would 


AT 4 } 
INCLWOTK 


its own outfit 


take over job.) 
would supply two 


ices, to be knowp as ‘A’ and ‘B’, to 


prevent overlapping of newscasts in 

t ere two Ol more tatior 
ire tuated Understood 1up 
tio of landline would oO 
e hborhood of $74,000 pe i 

No ymmentarie rf a! 

) e permitted it 

Stat ) i f t 

) i 
E f ic ( 
ould be located at Toro » an 
Montreal while service bureau 
would be tuated at Halifax Wi li- 
peg and Vancouve! 

(This plan was then discussed by 
convention, voted down and a neu 
plan drawn advanced for discus 
StO7T.) 

Plan Two—Drawn Up by CAB 


(Approved by WAB meeting.) 
Suggested organization of a com- 
pany to be controlled jointly by the 
private stations and the CBC. To 
maintain this organization all sta- 
tions would be assessed so much per 
annum, this to be based on the night 


time card rate. 
All stations would be linked by 
jpermanent landlines, which would 
* 


¢ 


Canadians Hold Calgary Convention; — 


Plan for Air News 


have added feature in that all sta- 
‘tions would be constantly in touch 
with key centers, thus government 
would be able to contact all station 


officials on a moment’s notice if re- 
quired. 

Stations would be‘’allowed to make 
Own arrangements about coverage 
of local news. Stories and reports 
from jointly owned news organiza- 
tion would not be altered or tamper- 
ed with in any way by individual 
stations. 

Commercial copy 
the bone. 


would be cut to 
Suggested opening is ‘The 


following newscast is brought to 
you through the courtesy of 
Commercials only allowed before 


and after, no mid-section commer- 
cial. (CBC had recommended com- 
plete elimination of all commercial 


has been this 
drum for long time.) 

CAB estimated costs for this serv- 
ice to stations would be just under 
$300,000 per annum, which costs 
would be met by revenue derived 
from all stations in Canada, includ- 
ing network owned. 

Following discussion of this plan 
between CBC officials and board ap- 
pointed in Toronto by CAB mem- 


newscasts, 


beating 


bers, N. L. Nathanson, recently 
elected vice-chairman of the CBC, 
advanced the third plan for eon- 


sideration. 

Plan Three 
Leave existing 
now set up, 


services a3 
these to include Ca- 

British Unsted Press 
Press. No direct 
ship of news broadcasts to 
be permitted but allow placing of 
spot announcements both before and 
after all newscasts desireable. 

CBC to continue 
through 
Press, but 
with all 
network taking broadcasts. 


news 


nadian Press, 


and 


sponsor 


Transradio 


presenting own 
cooperation of 
limit for four 
stations On basic 


newscasts, 
Canadian 
each day 

Biggest point raised was that some 
degree of protection be provided to 
ill newscasts by station officials 
notes as to spotting of 
news broadcasts and thus attempt to 
reduce present condition where news 
period# are practically chasing one 


comparing 


inother off the ait It was felt this 
zives listeners jittery nerves and 
fingers, dialers constantly spinning 
the dial in search of news. (Loud 
howls from newspapers and letters 
to the editors columns have been 
‘heard on th point recently, claim 
eing too much of the sameness in 
news and too much 1! peating peing 


Noticeable difference between thi: 
plan and existing conditions is last 
part where at least 30 


between newscast 


mentioned 
minutes and 
Ossibly more, depending upon local 
conditions, wa uggested No men- 


made of commentators in 


either plan two or three hence not 
this subject 


matter was 


known what views on 


are although no doubt 
lered at me 


SI ting. 

While this was the biggest point 
inder iiscu on at the neet it is 
} A iT ite had many othe! 
yop 0 i] l Nailin Lol 
i i ne. howevel to th e pl rb 
er 4 ; ) ; } Te! re 

icast | ii 

) nt I Se qu i oOo at 

) j to t 
i] } I i f i 
e t y 
) ‘ ed in 
t 3 

" ik wv 
) I 0 All tabbed tl! 18 
t i ! hout for latior 
Rumor had it that west 1 member: 
were grumbl ibout actior of 
CAB in regard to certain restrictive 
natte pertaining to transcriptions, 


which the CBC attempted to impose 

Sum total of all this conflab then 
vould that WAB members 
have simply anpounced their inten- 


appear 


tion of backing tli movements and 
lee oO! of the national body, the 
CAB, to the hilt and have given 
them the go ahead signal as to fur- 


ther arrangements. Hanson reported 
from the Winnipe g office Horace 
Stovin, station relations chief of the 
ywwned network, was 
siso present to represent his organ- 


z3°iOn, 


soverniment 


ab re in eR SAY 
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BBC Waits On Dover Cliffs And Makes 
Stirring Show of Nazi Bomber Visit 


' London, July 16. 

' Radio history was made Sunday 
(14) via the first shot-by-shot de- 
scription, in all time, of an air battle. 
Staged over Dover Straits 


special events man. Epic occurrence 
came to listeners via delayed wax 
but retained all the tense association 
of actuality. Affair might have been 
a racetrack commentary in the 
streamlined handling by Gardiner of 
highspots in the daylight air-fight, as 
Nazi bombers dived and Air Force 
fighter planes chased them in the 


death stakes. It was, as heard a 
class A thrill. 


BBC would naturally deny the ele- 
ment of showmanship, but hard to 
take is the explanation air authority 
offered for its recording unit just 
‘happening’ to be on the spot. Crew 
may have waited a week atop those 
old chalk cliffs, a cinch locale for 
action, and when came the Nazi at- 
tack on a convoy of merchantmen, 
not a thing was missing. Listeners 
had the scene spread before them— 
a stretch of water, a line of ships, 
and three waves of enemy bombers 
hurtling out. of the clouds on a dark 
mission. But their bombs don’t con- 
nect—you got that dull, indescriba- 
ble sound of 500 pounds of spent 
destruction—the convoy’s safe, here's 
the British flight. 


Gardiner that might have been 
*They’re Off!’"—but instead he said 
‘Got Him! 

One Dornier hits the sea and a 
voice tells someone’s jumped, the 
parachute’s drifting slowly across a 


cloud—how many were the crew? | 
The rest of the German bombers | 


streak for home, their fighter sup- 
port winging in protection but 
chased and hazed every unit of a 
mile. One’s away, two’s away, three 
—no, not the third. Chalk up an- 
other Messerschmitt to the Chalk 
Cliff brigade. 

Broadcast aired here 
Churchill’s speech. No two ingredi- 
ents were ever mixed for a better 
tonic to Britishers. 





Earl Gammons, WCCO, Minneap- 
olis, station manager, had 60 mayors 
of Minnesota towns and their wives 
to a cocktail party at the Hotel 
Nicollet. They were in for the 
Aquatennial summer festival. 


and | 
recorded by Charles Gardiner, BBC 


Machine guns | 
rattle, and then a yell of joy from 


following 


, occasionally 





GEORGE M. COHAN 
'*This Is Our Side of the Ocean’ 


S 


, song 
CITIES SERVICE 
| Friday, 8 p.m. 


WEAF-NBC, New York 

The mood of patriotic self-con- 
sciousness and earth-love which has 
gripped Americans for the past year 
has lately taken a slight tangent to- 
ward the drill grounds as the an- 
noyance stage ripens into anger. 
And George M. Cohan, whose ear has 
ever been acute to the mood and 
the idiom of Yankees, crashes 
through at this precise point with the 
first song of American non-belliger- 
ency which allows Americans to be, 
at least musically, a little tough. 

There is a strong hint of about-to- 
cet-sore American fighting spirit in 


his ‘This Is Our Side of the Ocean.’ | 


The constant reprise of the phrase 
‘can you hear—can you hear—over 
there?’ is clearly understandable. It 
may do more than a bundle of notes 
from the State Department. 

Cohan personally introduced the 
number on the Cities Service half- 
hour at 8 p.m. last Friday (2). The 


program sensed the memorable na- | 


ture of the occasion and had the 
chorus up in the song. It was built 
into a production and brought back 
at the curtain for a repeat. 


George M. said at the start he had 


been iust dying to get a chance to | 


sing the number in public. That's 
the kind of a song it is—something 
that was gotten off the chest. It has 
the poetic simplicity of a ae 


OTIS and ELEANOR CLEMENTS 
‘Rie Grande Serenaders’ ~ 
Western Act 

15 Mins.-Local 

Sustaining 

Daily. 7 p.m. 

WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 


Rio Grande Serenaders (Otis and 
Eleanor Clements), who recently cut 
several records for Bluebird, do a 
quarter-hour of western and fa- 
miliar numbers each morning. She 
plays accordion, sings and chatters. 
He works on guitar and fiddle, vo- 
cals and announces. For a small 
local radio turn, it is fairly good. 

Accordioning is standout; young 
lady has some finesse and ability to 
improvise. Otis does most, of t&e 
warbling, in a fair voice. Partner 
joins for harmony. 
Both do quite a little ad lib talking 
and laughing. Remarks do not al- 
ways come through mike clearly, 
particularly when femme speaks. 

Clements uses the  drawling, 
friendly technique of professional 


westerners in tabbing requests, etc. 
‘ 


Jaco. 
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When you think of 


NEW ORLEANS 


you think of: 
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| CHARLES ALTHOFF 
| Rube Comedian 
| 8 Mins. 
| RCA-NBC, New York 

Like the old Loew's circuit loved 
flash acts, where the girls danced 
down steps on each side of the stage, 
that’s how the late Alexander Pan- 
| tages, Pacific ceast king of vaude- 
| ville, loved fiddle-playing, rheumatic- 
|jointed, hokum-spraying Charley 
Althoff. When Althoff finished one 
tour of the Pan time the old Greek 
penciled him in to begin all over 
again, This wasn't just because Pan- 
tages was eccentric, which he was, 
but because he considered Althoff 
very funny, which he was. And still 
is, on the evidence of the newest of 
the entertainment mediums, televi- 
sion. 


| Althoff is one of those performers 
| who can work dead center under the 
cameras. He can get a lot of action 
without moving around much, The 
| nozzle went down to his boots once 
or twice as he beat out the rhythm. 
| Or there was an occasional close-up 
| to emphasize his comedy clumsiness, 
| getting his thumb stuck in a knot- 
| hole, ete. Most of the time he just 
| sat there and looked straight at the 
camera and fiddled, gabbed, wheezed 
;} and carried on. He projected a cer- 
tain high-spirited, unpretentious, 
| let’s-have-fun, country store nos- 
talgia. 

It was surprising and pleasing to 
| see the good old vaudeville hoke get 
across, even though the professional 
observer knew, instinctively, that 
Althoff must have had a feeling he 
was falling because there was no 
audience and—shades of Walla Walla 
on an opening matinee!—no applause. 

Althoff, in full makeup as the 
make-believe old codger, registered 
as photogenic. Lots of characteriza- 
tion came through the big tube. And 
lots of good giggles. Land, 





‘THE DRUMS OF OUDE’ 

With Maurice Welles, Pat Calvert, 
Carl Harbord, Jack Cherry, W. O. 
McWatters, James Swift 

20 Mins. 

RCA-NBC, New York 


With India not very convincingly 
painted on the canvas backdrop, and 
ja kilted sentinel mugging into the 
| camera, the story of ‘Drums of Oude’ 
ltakes off in the reign of Victoria. 
It reminded viewers immediately 
that the British have been often be- 
|sieged. This time a handful of Scots 
|holds the garrison while the regi- 
;}ment, gone off on a mission, is over- 





due. 

| The room is the headquarters of 
ithe officer in charge. He wears 
plaid trousers, from the rental cos- 
|}tumer’s. Beneath the room is the 
powder magazine. If the natives 
get it there’ll be trouble. The sense 
|} Of massacre is in the air and the 
| weird native drums keep sounding 
| intermittently. That reminds the 
|maior to pull up a trap door and 
|look down. To make sure the pow- 
| der is still there. 

| While the crisis is going on the 
|major gets around to declaring his 
| undying leve for an English widow 
|} who plays the piano and talks, but 
j|later she gives in and kisses him, 
| although up to that point she seemed 








Follow-Up Comment 











Lucy Monroe, one of the most ac- 
tive (and most reliable) of the radio 
| guest singers, brought her fine tone 
j}and professional authority to last 
| week’s ‘Musical Americana’ with 
|Raymend Paige. The program is 
|now tighter and generally improved. 
| Miss Monroe is a type of guestee that 

helps guarantee that. 





Joey Kearns orchestra, house band 
at WCAU, Philadelphia, is enliven- 
|ing CBS daytime sustaining spots 
| spots several times weekly since first 
| being given a chance during the re- 
cent musician’s strike against re- 
mote pickups. Band is being 
| groomed for dance work and needs 
little more currying to attain 


Television Reviews t 


Yes, We Have No Television 





A new tenant, frequency modulation, having secured the ground floor 
lease from the FCC television ‘and we mean RCA), has been obliged to 
move upstairs in the spectrum. To do so will take time—and more money 
—and mechanical readjustments in the Empire State Bldg. transmitter. 
Whether it will also require mechanical readjustments in many receiving 
sets in the New York City area is not certain. Owners of sets can wait 
and see. They will have to be at least as patient as RCA. Meantime, a 
television set is also a radio set and a good one. Television will return in 
due time, perhaps October 1, but don’t bet on television being ready on 
that precise day, or your new apartment. 

The curtain came down last Wednesday, that being the last day of July. 
At the conclusion of the usual evening hour, Alfred Morton, the NBC 
television chief, came before the iconoscope and thanked the set owners 
as ‘partners in a great experiment’. Then he said good night and television 
was wrapped up in dusters and turned over to the janitors. 

The program that kissed the seas goodbye revealed much that was okay, 
and some that was still left-footed and double-thumbed. NBC now has 
15 months of practical programming behind it. The only comparisons 
would be to the television of the British Broadcasting Co., but as there is 
no BBC television at the moment, and no RCA-NEC television either, the 
point would be labored indeed, particularly in view of the present warm 
weather. ° 

Suifice that the farewell program was worked with a single neutral set- 
ting, wherein four musicians, led by Eugene Jelesnik, played European- 
like music very pleasantly. A series of singers and one comic led to a 
dramatic afterpiece, ‘The Drums of Oude,’ by Austin Strong. Between 
each number the kaleidoscope, toy of childhood, was artfully borrowed to 
create entre’ acte effects, not unlike cfhematic wipe-offs. 


Turn of the final television performances are individually reviewed 
below. ‘ 


FCC Grants Three Licenses 
Washington, Aug. 6. 

Licenses were issued to three television stations last week following FCC 
inspection of their operating plants, technical inventories, and personnel 
rosters. Licenses under the no-commercialization rule went to University 
of Iowa, Allen B. DuMont and Columbia. Previously DuMont and the 
National Broadcasting Co. received papers. 

DuMont was given permission to use Channel 4 for W2XVT at Passaic; 
CBS for Channel 2 for W2XAB at New York, and U. of I. for Channels 1 
and 12 for W9XUI at Iowa City. Strings were tied to the latter, which 
must not interfere with any other plant using the same ribbons. 

Granting of the CBS request foreshadows either denial or assignment to 
another stripe of Philco’s Philadelphia plant, it was believed. 








——— 


4-to-1 to nominate herself to be a 'an extended sequence of numbers for 
sister to him always. In the next | an entertaining session all the way. 


‘room the telegraph is showing signs 
of having been cut. An Indian 
waiter in a bath-towel is sneaking 
up behind people with knives, but 
the people turn just in time and 
don’t get killed, or realize they were 
about to be. The sentry, who 
mugged into the camera at the start, 
is dispatched offstage by having his 
throat cut. 


will happen next there is the sound 
of Scotch bagpipes playing and the 


Land, 


AMELIA HULL 


| Singer 
| RCA-NBC, New York 


Miss Hull registered satisfactorily 
in a big picture hat and sang nicely, 
but after some moments that down- 


“ey : | ward glance turned out to be in the 
Just when you can’t imagine what | 


direction of the printed lyrics, which 
she held in her hand. It never looked 








good to read the music in show busi- 
ness and it looks just as bad in tele- 
vision, 

| This fact evidently hit the direc- 
| tor between the eyes, but quick, and 
|the cameras thereafter caught the 
| singer at the waistline so the mem- 
Negro Quartet | ory-refreshing memo was happily out 
10 Mins. | of sight. 

RCA-NBC, New York | This unprofessional detail flawed 

It wasn’t too easy for the director the whole appearance. Land 
to decide how to group these four 
Negro male singers. At one point the | _ P 
back row tenor seemed to be swing- | = STEBER 
ing into the picture like a debu-; °'" 
re swings into focus when Jerome | RCA-NBC, New York 
Zerbe approaches in the Stork Club.| Miss Steber revealed an excep- 
That awkward, ‘me, too,’ effect was a/tionally sweet-toned voice and lots 
reminder of the little difficulties of |of coaching. Her features reflected 
stagecraft that still trouble Ameri- | sharp] on the inverted mirror: of the 
can television. It proved a small | receiving set, suggesting that she was 
trouble, however, and soon over. | photogenic. 

After a time the obvious merit of| A full-volume singer, she uses her 
the quartet obscured small matters, | mouth and neck muscles easily and 
like not quite seeing their eyes at|there was none of the sinewy pic- 
moments. Class showed through. | torial effect some singers give On 
And natural Negroid poise carried off | occasion over television. Land, 


regiment is back, the massacre is off, | 
the program is over. 

It seems hardly necessary to add | 
that it was all pretty corny. Land, 


THE SOUTHERNAIRES (4) 
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|its aim. When caught it punched | 
| home, with a hefty wallop, a series 
of balanced, well written arrange- 
ments—neatly varied between sweet 
and drive stuff. Kearns is a clarinet 
playing leader, and impressive at 
his work. He and several other 
musicians from the band make up a 
small unit called the ‘Little Col- 
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enels,’ along the line of Bob Cros- 
by’s Bobcats. They turn out sizz- 
Jing bits, well colored for such few 
pieces. 








Sigmund Spaeth’s road company 


fe | ‘Information Please,’ called ‘Fun in 


| Print’ on behalf of Rogers Bros. 


me | Silver, is an improved show since its 


'debut. While the ‘Info’ analogy is 


| | inevitable, the titular ‘print’ makes 
& for a set pattern. 


| fc _ There’s good va- 
|riety and nice pacing by Doc Spaeth. 





| 
| Stuart Allen, featured vocalist with 


Dick Himber for a long time,* new 


e |heads his own tiptop band from 


Grossinger’s upstate N. Y. resort ho- 
| tel. Allen is on via WOR several 
fpmee- a week and gives out with 
|carefully-primed arrangements plus 
|his own appealing tenoring. 
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Oo DAY SALUTE 

ae ‘Terk, Frisco Fairs 
One Hour 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
All networks 

An elaborate one-time one-hour 
program in salute to the American 
radio industry, and, more particu- 
larly, to ‘free speech on the air,’ was 
proadcast Saturday night (3) over 
NBC, CBS and MBS, with many 
indie stations also hocked into the 
nation-wide network, The program 
was inspired and the preparatory 
detail partly financed by the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
which chose Aug. 3 as the Saturday 
pefore the opening cf its 18th annual 
convention in San Francisco. 


The World’s Fair in that city and 
the World’s Fair at New York were 
the principal points of origin for the 
syrogram and the’ ceremonies, 
although there were alsc switch- 
overs to Hollywood for Orson Welles, 
to Lake Placid for Kate Smith, and 
to Saratoga for Ted Husing. The 
production detail cf this gigantic 
gulaxy was nominally in charge of 
William Rainey, until recently pro- 
duction manager of NBC, who was 
retained by the trade association to 
pring the pieces together. 


The program was divided, roughly, | 


into twe parts: first, a cavalcade of 
radio personalities who briefly gave 
excerpts of their characteristic radio 
styles, whether oral or musical; sec- 
ond, the speeches. 

After John S. Young, radio di- 
rector of the N. Y. Fair, spoke the 
intreductory ‘howdy,’ the opening 
montage concerned itself with voices 
and Greek choruses who were used 
as symbols to suggest the vastness 
of radio and at the same time its 
intimacy in the lives of individuals. 
There were imaginary visits to hall 
bedrooms and underprivileged farm- 
houses, and snatches of talk by lum- 
bermen and fishermen. Narrators 
came in and out of the script. 
recurring themes of ‘be proud you're 
an American,’ ‘appreciate the Ameri- 
ean system of broadcasting,’ ‘don't 
take free speech for granted,’ ‘only 
here are there such privileges,” were 
constantly polhessied: In rapid suc- 
cession, and with only fractional 
lulls (but some studie noises) the 
program presented: 


Orson Welles, a curtain speech. 
Morton Downey, ‘Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling.’ 
Hedda Hopper, 
#reeting. 
Gene Autry, western drawl. 
Kay Kyser, ‘glad to be here.’ 
Stoopnagle, pert patter. 
Virginia Rae, scng sample. 
Ted Husing, nost:lgia from 
Saratoga. 


her formula 


Prof. Quiz, 2 question on free 
speech. 

Gertrude Berg, in ard out of 
character. 

Major Bowes, round and round 
she goes. 

Derothy Gordon, in Europe 
728 DSS. 

H. V. Kaltenborn, news sample. 

Lucille Manners, song sample. 

Guy Lombardo, half a chorus. 

Graham McNamee, seems only 
yesterday. 





The | 


Jessica Daagonette, song 
sample. 

Clifton Fadiman, cash register 
sound effects. 

Tommy Riggs, Betty Lou is 
curious, 

Kate Smith, ‘Ged _ Bless 
America’ (without accompani- 
ment). 


Paul Whiteman, Rhapsody in 
Biue. 

Lone Ranger, Hi Ho Silver! 
| The speeches, after station identi- 
fication, weren't as bad as they might 
-have been. Quincy Howe of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
| (wrongly introduced as Roger Bald- 
win) was the most on-the-nail, and 
|cf all the plaudits handed the N.A.B. 
|his remarks came from the one 
source that knew al s.ut radio, from 
its own study and analysis, not from 
|claims of interested parties, and 
spoke words of praise that carried 
| meaning because the Civil Liberties 
Union spokesmen, unlike cthers on 
the roster, are capable of being out- 
spokenly critical. 

Toward the end of the speech 
period there were missed cues. Two 
stagewaits, one of then: necessitating 
{an organ fill, marred the score. W. 
|W. Monahan, cf the Frisco Fair, 
|;never was heard after Harvey Gib- 
son, of the N. Y. Fair, gave him a 
direct cue. Vague, too, were the 
| ceremonies of presenting free speech 
plaques to Neville Miller. Most 
| listeners could hardly have got the 
| pitching here. The vital words of 
;necessary explanation of what was 
gceing on, and where, got dropped 
out, 
| Father Bryan McEntegart for the 
| Catholics, Walter Van Kirk for the 
| Protestants, Rabbi Jonas Lie for the 
‘Jews, Mrs. Harold Milligan for the 
j;clubwomen, William Green for 
labor, John Studebaker for educa- 
| tion, and Steve Early fer the Presi- 
| dent made speeches. 
| A BMI song, ‘High on a Windy 
Hill,” was introduced from Treasure 
| Island, played by Jack Joy’s orches- 


| tra. 


The difficulties of critically re- 
iviewing a_ special, all-out, name- 
loaded, purpose-hampered, policy- 


| hobbled program such as this are 
lobvieus. Director Rainey was the 


TLL NEVER FORGET’ 
With Pat Barnes, Frank Luther, 

Jerry Lawrence 
|15 Mins, 

MACFADDEN PUBLICATIONS 

M-W-F, 1 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New Vork 
(Kudner) 

On the theory that a program 
should be suited to the product it’s 
supposed to sell, ‘I'll Never Forget’ 
is good commercial radio. In this 
the product is True Story mag, pub- 
lished by Macfadden, which already 
bankrolls Gabriel Heatter for Liberty 
mag. On the basis of Monday’s (5) 
edition, ‘Forget’ is sentimental hoke 
that should corral a sizable house- 
wife audience, its only comparable 
competition being “The Goldbergs’ 
over CBS. 

Based on the similarly-named col- 
umn in True Story, the program uses 
dramatized letters from _ listeners, 
who get prizes of $50, $25 and $10. 
Kudner agency writers adapt the 
contributions into script form, obvi- 
ously retaining the hokey romantic 
elements, Yarn caught was a heart- 
throbber about an apartment ele- 
vator boy who cupids a romance be- 
tween a couple of tenants 
building. Scripted in the form of 
first-person narrative, with the hero 
and the matchmaker coming into 
| dramatic portions. Plenty of emo- 
tional heavy breathing into the mike. 

Frank Luther sings ‘I'll Never For- 
get You,’ which will be the theme 
until ASCAP music goes off the air. 
Also handles a ballad in the show 
Broper, in this case ‘Oh Promise Me.’ 
Pat Barnes as emcee is an_ ideal 
choice to spiel the info about letters 
and prizes, while Jerry Lawrence is 








announcer. Hobe. 
‘servant, not the master, of cere- 
|monies. The program was doomed 


to produce a few bad moments in 
the unfolding. A certain self-con- 
sciousness of the industry itself 
crept into the script at times. The 
epening sequence stated its thesis, 
then re-stated it, then repeated it. 
It was a little dull, a little slow, a 
little labored in that section. After- 
wards came the impres:‘ve parade of 
household favorites. 

The program spoke of the pleasure 
radio gives people, but, except for 
Stoopnagle and Temmy Riggs, the 
scripters seemed afraid to go after 
a snicker or two to prove it. It 
spoke much of free speech without 
mentioning by name a single issue 
of the day and/or illustrating how 
free speech actually operates. As a 
| study in symbo] manipulation much 
;of the continuity made_ lifeless 
|repetitious use of phrases rather than 
|a vivid illustration of their applica- 
/ tion, Land, 





Ed 


in the) 


DUFFY’S TAVERN 
With Ed Gardner, Gertrude Niesen, 
Col. Stoopnagle, Larry Adler, Jobn 
Kirby's Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
CBS Forecast No. 6 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. 
KNX-CBS, Hollywood 
Columbia must have had a tobac- 
conist in mind when it sprung this 
see - what - the - boys - in - the - 
back-room-will-have type of offer- 
ing for sponsorial approbation. It’s 
rowdy and rough and reeks of saw- 
|dust and brass rails. Withal, it’s 
| quite okay for male ears but hardly 
|palatable for the dainty sippers. 
| That sets it apart in its niche and 





shoppers after that type of program | 


i 


will know just where to look. 

Ed Gardner, producer and actor 
|by turns, is ‘Archie’ all over the 
| place. He runs the works as emcee 
|and takes a fat slice of the show 
|toward the end for his malaprop- 
‘isms and corner-mouth Brooklynese. 
All the action takes place in Duffy's 
saloon (pardon, tavern) and the per- 
formers, so listeners are told, are 
those who drop in casually. This 


fessional lot. 
phoning in after every turn is 
geared for chuckles, with Gard- 
ner’s chatter providing the motiva- 
tion. The vaude pattern was not en- 
tirely overlooked. 

Bill opened with Gertrude Niesen 
torching ‘Si Si’ in sound fashion, al- 
| though it was not a _ particularly 
happy choice. Tempo was a bit too 
|fast for her best delivery. Stoop- 





| nagle followed with his usual non- | 


sense, stooged by Archie, and going 
into an ersatz Irish delivery to keep 
alive the gag that Duffy wanted a 
son of auld sod on the show. It 


Adler gave his harmonica a fast 


tricky variations. He was sneaked 
in on Duffy by being tagged O’Adler 
but that ‘Danny Boy’ squared him 
with the tavern keeper. 

Where there’s Gardner there’s 
‘two top’ so that brought on the 
monolog about the’ two - headed 
freak. Routine was the comedy high- 


laugh groove. T'he character has 
endless possibilities with Gardner’s 
deft handling and could be inte- 
grated into any program for a solid 
sock. 

Duffy still wanting an Irish tenor 
on the program and the time getting 
short, it was not totally unexpecied 
when Clancy, the cop, burst into 
‘Irish Eyes.’ That brought the tears 
to Duffy’s eyes for a crying finish, 
which, if nothing else, is a novel de- 
nouement for a comedy show. Helm. 





shew’s visitors were a pretty pro- | 
Running gag of Duffy | 


proved only mildly diverting. Larry | 


workout on ‘Danny Boy’ with some | 


spot of the show and deep in the | 


\‘GOOD NEWS IN ADVERTISING 
With Ken Farnsworth 
15 Mins.—Local 
| WARREN NORGE 
| Daily, 6 p.m. 
| WMCA, New York 
Radio, once somebody poinis a 
| thing out, is not lacking in apprecia- 


|tion for a novel idea. PM, the new 


New York daily, carries no ads, but 
| describes each day the copy carried 
,at paid rates in other dailies. And 
_ that comes under the heading of 
something unusual. 

In borrowing, or adapting, this 
slant for radio the WMCA auspices 
have selected one Ken Farnsworth 
as the announcer. On the basis of 
| his first time at mike it did not seem 
that he possessed the right kind of 
| gossipy style for an entertaining re- 
|port on what’s what in the ads, 
| Actually he was dealing with ads 
due for publication a day or two 
j}ahead, so that it was hardly atten- 
|tion-calling stuff in the accepted 
sense of easy reference to the orig- 
'inal. This was just one further proof 
of the extremely trying assignment 
It will not 
be held against him that he gave the 
impression of not knowing what he 
|was talking about. Neither would 
| the average radio announcer. But 
it will be held against the program. 

The kind of talk and descriptive 
ipower that this idea demands will 
j}not be easy to find. Moreover, if 
|found, it may be that the proper 
| personality would demand or com- 
| mand too high a fee for the purposes 
‘of a local distributor of ice boxes 


|and radios, 


| Farnsworth ranged over the Macy, 
| Bloomingdale, Gimbel, Stern roster. 
Seemed evident that the stores were 
| limited to those with whom arrange- 
| ments had been made in advance, 
| Farnsworth was particularly uncom- 
|fortable attempting a description of 
cotton dresses fer the girls. He did 
better on some maple furniture and 
seemed disappointed that the 
weather had turned cool in the 
meantime, thereby taking away the 
point of his eulogy of the dollar 
dinner and moonlight ride to Sandy 
Hook. 

‘All I know is what I read in the 
ads’ is the slogan used fore and aft. 
It does not quite excuse the amateur 
impression. Land, 


jthe young man faced. 





Al Smith, CKCK Regina sales 
/'manager, is shouldering his musket 





' 
la member of the non-permanent Re- 
gina (Sask.) Rifles regiment. 
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SHREVEPORT, LA. 


~ 50.000 WATTS © 





~ KWK serves nearly three mil- - 
lion people within a 150-mile 


radius of Shreveport, in the heart 
of the world’s greatest oil area. 





|twice a week at the local armory as | 
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No Summer Delays This Year On 


Uncontested Broadcaster Petitions 


Washington, Aug. 6 
Loag summer 


has caused 


lay-off that usually | 
a log jam of important | 


> 
! 
| 
| 


applications will not be allowed this | 


j 
| 
j 
| 


yeac to delay action on anything 
that is uncontested Administrative | 
ordec amended by the F.C.C. last | 
week delegates to ‘a board consist- 


members of tbe commis- 
sion able to act’ the 
responsibility for disposing of every- 
thiag that needs approval of a ma- 


ing of all 


present and 


a quorum. 
Wiilte enabling two out of three 
members to transact major business, 
the amended order provided that a 


Tricity 


cannot wind up any ‘in- | 


vestigations instituted upon the com- | 


mission's own motion’—meaning in 


this instanee the chain-monopoly 


probe—or any fuss between rival 


ypolicants Als 
to which pic have 


any proposed de- 
Ctstot 


taken must go over until four mem- 


bers ace on the job. 

[a present circumstances, only 
three regulators—thne ultra-New 
Dealish crew—is available. Commis- 
sioners Norman S. Case and T.A.M. 
Craven, generally regarded as the 
break on ultra-enthusiasm, are away, 
as well as Commissioner George 
Heacy Payne, who lately has been 
aligued with the administration fac- 
tioa And Commissioner Thad H. 
Brown cannot vote until the Senate, 
still waiting for a report from its 
Interstate Commerce Committee, has 
confirmed his nomination. 

The stop-gap arrangement will 


help out a lot of operators who have | three state fairs this summer, play- 
2ncountered no opposition on their | ing [llinois, Indiana and Wisconsin | 
pleas for more power, better fre-|as grandstand attractions. Illinois 
quencies, additional time, chance to | fair will use acts from five other 
unload to new owners, or different | radio stations in this’ territory: 
4ocations Usually no decisions in| WBBM and WJJD, Chicago, KMOX, 
matters of this kind are rendered |St. Louis, WDAN, Danville (Ill) 
from Independence .Day to Labor | and WMBD, Peoria 

Day, and only a corporal’s guard is | It will be the third year for the 
si hand to take eare of the most; WLS show at Milwaukee and the} 
minoc type of routine business. ‘ninth year at Indianapolis. 


been 





Have a Title 


Philadelphia, 
wb 
was a 
WDASs 
Davis, 


Aug. 6. 

yne-armed paper- 
bum-in-the-park 
Pat Stan- 

and Jerry 


The 
hangec 
‘ompared to 
ton, Harold 
Stone 

Here 
and jobs 

Stanton 
eral manager, 


some of their titles 
around the studio: 
vice-president, gen- 
baritone, film critic, 
reviewer, wrestling an- 
director of ‘Merry-Go- 
program, Irish program 


are 


book 
nouncer, 
Round’ 
chief 
Davis—Program 
duction manager, 
announcer, 


lirector, pro- 
sales assistant, 

music pro- 
grams, night club commentator. 

Stone—Publicity director, as- 
sistant production manager, sales 
promotion director, staff announ- 
cer, director of special events, 
public relations boss, legit theatre 
head of news bureau, 
record and transcription purchas- 


ing agent. 


sports 


reviewer, 











Illinois Fair 





Uses Acts Of 


6 Stations 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 


WLS Barn Dance shows go 


into 











een. eee 
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Musical 


FORD SUMMER HOUR 








Sunday Evenings 








Ih ol 


Director 


9 to 10 P.M., EDST 


a 
Exclusive Direction 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


2 


| PUMPHREY DEPARTS 


Tevis Huhn new Radio Director of | 


Preston H. Pumphrey, radio di-' 
feos of Warwick & Legler, has re - | 
lsigned and has been replaced by | 
Tevis Huhn, formerly his assistant 


Pumphrey is not known to have any 


| plans 

Agency is readying ‘Metropolitan | 
| Auditions of the Air’ to return in 
‘the fall for Sherwin-Williams and 


a show to replace 
for Sloane's Lini- 


is also looking for 
‘Youth vs. Age’ 
ment 


HATCH BILL 
AUTHOR WARNS 
RADIO 


Washington, Aug. 8. 

Charges that radio is about‘to be 
misused to circumvent” the Hatch | 
‘clean politics’ act were made Tues- | 
day (30) by Senator Guy M. Gillette, | 
Iowa Democrat, who is chairman of 
the Senate Campaign Expenditures | 
Committee. Claiming that a scheme | 
was being hatched through which | 
the law might be ‘evaded’ by asking | 
political spielers to appear as guest | 
speakers on commercially- sponsored |, 
programs, the Iowan warned that | 
action might be taken to SICEEVORS | 
any such sub-rosa activity. 

No formal complaints have =a 
received, Gillette admitted, and it is | 
probable that no formal crack-down 
will be made until the matter is | 
brought to the committee's attention. | 

However, it is felt that any whole- | 
sale use of the microphone by pro- | 
fessional politicos would violate the | 
spirit of the Hatch Act, which bans | 
individual party contributions in 
excess of $5,000 and political cam- 
paign contributions of more than 
$3,000,000 by any political party. 

Cuddling up with commercial pro- 
| grams—under the guise of 
speakers’—would represent a flout- 
ing of the Corrupt Practices Act 
against contributions by corporations 
to campaign funds, the senator indi- 
cated 

Gillette further stated that he felt 
that his committee had authority to 
‘delineate’ between proper or im- 
proper political practices, even 
though they might be considered to 
be within the law. 





“guest- 


SPARTANBURG, S. C., 
STAFF REALIGNMENT 


Spartanburg, S. 2 

a adadittian of WSPA. 
purchased from Virgil V. Evans by 
Spartanburg Advertising Corp., has 
been completed, Manager Walter 
announces Personnel 


Aug. 6. 


recently 


Br own 
lows 
Thad E. Horton, 


fol- 


commercial man- 


| ager, formerly with WIS, Columbia 
S. C., WTAR, Norfolk, WGH, Nor- 
| folk, WGBR, Goldsboro, N. C., and 
| WCOS, Columbia. 
Jack Walters, program director, 
formerly with WKZO, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., WBKA, Muskegon, WOOD. | 
Grand Rapids and WSAV, Sa-| 
vannah | 
| Hal Moore, music director, with 
| WSPA for several years. 


Sterling Wright, news commenta- 


tor, formerly with WOL, Washing- 
ton, and WCOS, Columbia. 

Cliff Gray, announcer, formerly 
with WEEU, Reading, WCAU and 
WIP, Philadelphia 
| James Waldrop, announcer, for- 
merly with WAIM, Anderson, S. C 


Ed Martin, commercial, formerly 


with WFBC, Greenville, S. C 
Jane Dalton, woman’s commenta- 
| tor, retained from former WSPA 
| staff 
{ Ralph Bennett, chief engineer, for- 
merly with WFMD, Frederick, Md., 
WDAY, Fargo; George Tait, assistant 
chief engineer, formerly with 


| WDOD, Knoxville, WSPA; Bill Har- 
mon, retained from former WSPA 
staff; Alvin Lanford and Carey Isley, 
retained, 


Also retained from former WSPA 
staff, Mrs. E. F. Kay, commercial; 
Fannie Newman, cashier, and Hor- 
tense Bishop, hostess. 

Station has applied for night 
| broadcasting and is negotiating for 
network connection. New station 
will be built. A. B. Tayior, Spar- 
| tanburg capitalist, is prexy of com- 

















| ae Brown came here from Wash- 
ington newspaper connection. ‘ 


| tion breaks forth. 


No Appreciation for Hard Work? 


| 
| Warwick & Legler | 


| 


Such Is Washington Interpretation of George B, 
Porter’s Quitting of FCC—Ring Consents to Stay 


a + _—— 








Segregate V.P.’s 


San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
for all 
convention 
was Mardikian’'s 
Omar Khayyam restaurant Sun- 
night. Every seat in the 
place was occupied by NBC, with 
arrangements that no two v.p.'s 
could sit together. Affair was 
get-acquainted idea, with exec 
chevrons forgotten for evening. 
Meal consisted of exotie¢ 
dishes which only Chef Mardi- 
kian can think up. Boiled mi- 
crophones among them. 


AFRA Members 
Rib Own Union In 
N.A.B. Gridiron 


get-together 
attending 
staged at 


Special 


NBC -ites 


day 








San Francisco, Aug. 8. 
Gridiron type of kidding revue 
called ‘Greener Pastures’ will close 
N. A. B. convention tomorrow 
(Wed.) night, first time this sort of 


| thing has been included in an N. A. | 


B. convention program. Sponsored 


by the Dodo club, organized by 
Lambden Kay of WSB, Atlanta, 
skits authored by Kenneth Jones 
and Ed Kirby, will rib ASCAP, 
| AFRA, FCC, children’s programs, 
women’s clubs and everybody and 


everything else adding to broadcast- 
headaches. 
Burlesquing ‘Green 
thing will be done on 
upper one representing office of De 
Lawd & Gabe, who will decide to 
‘Let there be radio,” whereupon 
montage of confusion via transcrip- 
Life of a broad- 


ers’ 
Pastures,’ 
two stages, 


caster, with Will Aubrey of NBC 
doing the fall guy, will’ then un- 
fold. FCC members will be repre- 


sented by the Seven Dwarfs singing 
‘Hi Ho, we run the radio,’ tipoff of 
type of thing to be expected. 

Boys have even found way to work 
in a strip tease and various chorus 
girls from Aquacade. Odd sidelight is 
that characters ribbing AFRA wiil 
be played by AFRA members who 
are getting bang out of whole thing. 


Lovell Mickles Beamish 
Aug. 6. 
of Joseph Hershey 
Montreal station sales rep 


Winnipeg, 
Lovell Mickles, 
McGillvra, 


office, just back from a _ swing 
through the west on an inspection 
tour, reports that despite war condi- 


tions, or possibly because of them, 
that business conditions throughout 
the country show decided upturn for 
coming season. 

Repcrts stations all 
pating better 
many accounts already booking time 
for fall schedules. 


are antici- 


business this fall with | 


f 
Washington, Aug. 6 

Roundabout protest against re. 
fusal to advance staff workers way 
|registered this week when George 
|B. Porter, one of the mainstays of 
the legal force, submitted his resig- 
|nation to the Federal Communica- 
jtions Commission. Porter will go 
|off the payroll upon termination of 
his accumulated leave, about a4 
month after the Commish accepts 
jhis resignation, 
| The withdrawal emphasizeg 
mounting resentment against FCC 
practice of bringing in outsiders for 
top jobs. Although he has been 
| with the regulators since 1931 and 
has had a hand in almost every vital 
case, the bosses passed him over in 
filling the last two vacancies. Ef- 
|forts were made by friendly com- 
j;missioners to have the Iowan move 
up after Hampson Gary was booted 
j}and William J. Dempsey quit, but 
;}in each instance the orders from ona 
high were that somebody else 
|} to be installed. 

Impending collapse of morale is 
|indicated by Porter's departure. The 
|lawyer leaves right after Andrew W 
| Ring, assistant chief engineer, let it 
| be known he was talked out of quit- 
ting by Chairman James L. Fly, who 
reportedly said it would be humili- 
ating if too many subordinates left 
jin quick succession. 

Joins Haley 

After joining the Federal Radio 

Commission as attorney in February, 


Was 


| 1931, Porter has been the principal 
|hearing attorney since November, 
/1931. He was designated assistant 


general counsel in charge of broad- 
casting matters when the present 
|FCC was created. In the latter ca- 
pacity, he handled some of the out- 
standing issues, including the KNX, 
Los Angeles, license renewal fuss 
the super-power matter; the Texas 
cases; and the changes in broadcast 
He also performed important 
service with the chain-monopoly in- 
quiry, where his long experience 
bridged the gap between the Hoover 
and Roosevelt administrations 
Porter will join Andrew G 
another snubbed FCC 
private practice. Haley walked out 
about 18 months ago after being 
shifted around from one division to 
another and no appreciation alleged- 
ly was shown fer willingness to take 
on much of the wearisome pick and 
shovel jobs. 


WCCO’s Puddle Queen 


Aug. 6 


policy. 


Haley 
barrister in 


Winnsesatia 
What 


started as a gag and ended 

as a gag—paid “off to the tune of 
beaucoup publicity for WCCO. 

Kay LaVelle, 280-lb. mistress o? 


ceremonies of WCCO’s 6-7 a.m. 
program, was 


Sun- 
entered in the 
Minneapolis Queen of the Lakes 
crown bathing contest for beauts 
She was classified as finalist at large 
and, as such, appeared at all events 


risers 


; and rode in a special car in the three 


parades. 
Climax came during 
the queen, Chairman 


coronation of 
Neil Messick 


| (who’s also manager of Hotel Nicol- 


let) presented WCCO super-gal with 
a teacup-sized silver trophy 
|Sraved: Kay LaVelle, Queen of the 
‘ Puddles. 


elle 
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TIMECLOCK RULE T00 RIGID 


0 STATES NAA, 
11 LABOR DEPT. 


Henry Jaffe of AFRA Ex- 
presses Fear Granting 
Station Employer Special 





+ 


fort is necessary to pin down po- 
tential sponsors. | 

Opposition was registered by 
Henry Jaffe, speaking for the Amer- | 
ican Federation. of Radio Artists. | 
He opposed the NAB recommenda- | 
tion, raising fear that announcers 
would be denied added pay for ex- 
cessive hours and referring to the | 
decision in the KMOX case, which 
he said is a precedent that has been 
observed by the Wage-Hour Ad- 
ministration. 





Cincinnati—Red Thornburgh last 
week joined WSAI’s staff of an- 


How Spielers Figure 


Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 
Bill Wigginton, WCCO an- 
nouncer, had his arms around 


Claire Trevor, the film actress, 
during a recent broadcast, but 
wasn't aware of her identity un- 
til later. Now he’s in the dol- 
drums because he didn't appre- 
ciate the experience properly at 
the time. 

It all happened at a Saturday 
morning Open House broadcast 





Detroit, Aug. 6. 


Non-phone families listen to their 
radios over 30 minutes more daily 
|than do families having telephones, 
j}according to the fourth ‘Listening 
| Table’ survey made by Wayne Uni- 
| versity’s Breadcasting Guild, under 





Wayne University Surveys Air Likes; 
Contrasts Phone Vs. Non-Phone Homes 


> 





survey technique, develeped at the 
jocal university. ‘Listening Tables’ 
'are filled out at home by families of 
school children. Members of. the 
family, as they listen to the radio, 
fill out the table according to station, 
program and persons lUstening each 








2 W age-Hour Exemptions 
Would Cause Announcers 
to Be Exploited 


quarter heur during the assigned 
day. Since this survey covered 
days, an equivalent coinci- 


during which the announcer 
quizes women guests. Unan- 
nounced, Miss Trevor sat in the 
front row and when Wigginton 


|direction of Garnet R. Garrison. 
|Moreover, these same non-phone 
' families, usually neglected in most 
|radio surveys, have radio prefer- 
asked her a question he sat down | ences widely divergent from those of 
beside her and put his arm _ | homes having telephones. 

across the shoulder. | The Wayne U. research uses a new 


nouncers. On Sept. 1 he will start a 
‘Bowling Time’ series for Red Top 
beer. During the past three years 
| Thornburgh was a spc=stscaster on 
the Scripps-Howard station, WCPO, 
and assistant to Harry Hartman on 
broadcasts of the Reds’ games. 


seven 
dental telephone survey would re- 
quire 174,152 phone calls to achieve 
the same scope—72 quarter hours 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Washington, Aug. 6 

More considerate treatment of 
broadcasters by the Federal officials 
policing industry under the wage- 
hour law was sought last week by 
Joseph L. Miller, labor relations 
ndviser of the National Association 
cf Broadcasters. While the industry 
operates by the clock, it is impossi- 
ble to put many of its emplovees 
on such a schedule, the Labor De- 
partment was told. 
' What radio wants chiefly is de- 
| letion of the part of existing regula- 
tions which says that an executive 
cannot perform the duties rendered 
by his subordinates. Changes sug- 
gested would make it possible for 
chief engineers, transmitter op- 
erators, studio operators, program 
directors, ete., to double as both 
executives and pinch-hitters at the 
panel or mike. 


Industry’s case—taken under ad- Per Cont of Nation's Buying ae peieiniuna 
Vise nent for subsequent decision Power (Trading Area 190e* BLOOMING TOK . ae DP ipowten 
was built on the FCC wage figures Seen’ sg Sor ie 
' showing that radio pays more than Radic Homes—1838 16,360 \ CC ’ 
any comparable line. Miller re- (Fayette County) 
marked that the Commish survey 
for 1938-39 showed the typical pay 
check was $42.50. Informal opinion 
from the Bureau of Labor statistics, 
he added, confirms the contention 
that ‘this is one of the highest, if 
not the highest paid by any indus- 
try,’ 

To show that no great hardship 
would result if phraseology is re- 
written, the NAB representative re- 
lated data obtained from cross-sec- 
tion of its members. So far, 227 
managers have said 546 workers 
would be affected by the proposed 
amendment to the present interpre- 
lation, These include 178 in small 
siations, getting $39.31 a week 
average; 317 in medium stations 
j $50; and 651 in high-power 
j drawing $68.67. Projecting 
these figures, Miller said less than 
1,500 persons, whose envelopes now 
an average of $47.18 would 
be involved. He added that 
lainly Congress would not find in 
group’ any necessity for pass- 

law to improve the 





EXINGTON OMEN 


that’s what WLW-advertised brands 
do, according to Lexingten retailers. It's 
natural that they should, for The Nation's 











LEXINGTON, KY. [~~ \\\ 
134, hours frem Cincinnati by train \ ren heart 
but part of Cincinnati by WLW. Wheto 


aoe 


Station is a regular listening habit in 
fe pero a Lexington, just as it is in the more than a 


\\ \ Mamion 
‘A \ wEWARK 
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score of other rich trading centers that 
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make up its primary area. And local mer- 
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to push WLW-advertised merchandise. 
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REPRESENTATIVES: REW YORK—Transamerican Broadcasting 
and Television Corp. CHIGAGO— WLW, 298 North Michigan Avenué 
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iga working 
conditions, 

Radio desires a_ flexible—not a 
jonger—work week, the NAB 
suliant explained. He commented that 
the industry involves much ex- 
perimentation and creation, a lot of 
Planming and thinking, which cannot 
be reduced to a time-clock 
And most station managers 
eenerous to the point, he 

ere hired hams who have 
compelled by operating exigencies 
to put in a lot of time told to 
| lake tomorrow off. sleep late the 
next day or go fishing for a while 

How to decide when an indi, 
does a ‘substantial’ amount of 
llical with his subordinates 
t impossible, Miller declared 
: tnat often a highly-paid 
pitches in’ during busy periods and 
Snould not be treated as one of the 


workers, 


con- 
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basis 
are 
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Said bos: 


Salesmen’s Average 


Regarding outside salesmen, the 
Sroadcasters’ mouthpiece subscribed 
to the idea advanced by newspaper 
publishers, Miller related that the 
600 commercial outlets employed 
1,298 solicitors, whose average earn- 
'NgS were $48.41 weekly. Present 
definition is too narrow, he held 
even if they do net peddle anything 
concrete or tangible. Selling time | 
‘'S just as much a case of showing | 
‘niuative as selling groceries. In- 
Side salesmen can punch a clock, he 
“greed, but the legmen who operate | 
outside the office have to put in| 
lever amount of time and ef- 
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COMPARED WITH 
LUCKY STRIKES’ 


A.S.C.AP music cost 
TIME AND TALENT COSTS 


“YOUR HIT PARADE” 


C.B.S-SAT. NIGHT— VIA 1OO STATIONS 
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_. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF COMPOSERS, 


AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 











Cost WLW, Cincy, 
$16,000 to Cover 


2 Conventions 


Cincinnati, Aug. 6. 

WLW's bill for special coverage on 
the Republican and Democratic na- 
tional conventions, plus 
advertisers for cancelled programs, 
ran around $16,000. Biggest item 
was $7,322.80 for cancellation of NBC 
network and local accounts during 


phia. Cost of having a six-man staff 


commercials and the other expense 


,, Was $2,250. 


No figures were amnounced for 
WSAI, another Crosley NBC affiliate, 


' which used WLW lines to broadcast 
four programs daily from both con- | 


ventions. 

Purpose of James D. Shouse, gen- 
eral manager of the Crosley stations, 
in supplementing NBC programs on 
the convention with special cover- 
age, was ‘to supply material of par- 
interest to listeners in the 
mid-west, now that the public needs 


which radio can serve. His 
‘also quotes Shouce: ‘If we sit back 
}and take everything, without doing 
‘our utmost to give as much as we 
can, radio will stagnate.’ 





Fergason & Walker Now 
Rep WBNX, New York 


an 
| Fergason & Walker has been ap- 
pointed national representative of 
WBNX, New York. 

| Firm has offices in New York, 
Chicago, St. Louis, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 


Charlotte, N. C.—William F. Car- 
ley, until recently with the J. Walter 
Thompson company becomes promo- 
tion and publicity director of Sta- 





tion WBT. 

North Platte, Neb.—David Connor 
has joined the announcing staff of 
Station KGNF. 

Youngstown, O. — Don Bethune 
now conducts the ‘Morning Altar 
Service’ over WKBN, Youngstown, 


under the sponsorship of the YMCA, 
succeeding Ernest Show, who re- 
tired recently after conducting the 
services for the last four years. 


Fort Wayne, Ind.—Hilliard 
has been added to the 


of WOWO-WGL. 


Gates 
staff 


sp rts 





Lima, O.—Don Ioset, manager of 
WLOK, Lima, O., transferred to a 
Similar post at WAGA, Atlanta. 
Ralph Elvin will succeed him at 
WLOK. 


Montreal—Jack Gettenby has been 
appointed chief engineer at Ca- 
nadian Marconi staiton Crce. 
Montreal, succeeding Ken Paul, who 
has been switched to transmitter 
development operations at Marconi 
factories. 


New York—Hubert R. Doering has 


Motors and Schlitz brewing. 


Box, 


Houston— Ves announcer for 
KXYZ for the past three years, is 


leaving Monday to join the staff of 
KRLD in Dallas. Box will be re- 
placed by Jack Thomas from station 
WACO at Waco. 

San Antonio—Charles Balthrone, 
commercial manager. of _ station 
KTSA, has been made assistant man- 
| ager of the station. 
| Raymond Holligsworth, of promo- 
| tion department, leaves to become 
| assistant manager of station KGNC, 
| Amarillo. 

Jack Schlichenmaier has been add- 
| ed to the KTSA merchandising de- 
partment, 


| 
| 
| 
| 





I 

| Fort Worth—Wally Blanton, for- 
| mer mikeman for KABC, is newest 
addition to the announcing staff of 


‘ 


refunds to} 


the Republican powwow in Philadel- | 


and special lines for that session was | 


$2,160. 

For the Democratic huddle in Chi- 
cago, Crosley’s 50,000 watter re- 
funded $4,329.72 for lost time on | 


to be served in the peculiar way in | 
office | 
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joined the Compton agency in an 
executive capacity. Was formerly 
with Anheuser - Busch, General | 


The KROW Marines Have Landed 


Meaning the Crew of San Francisco Bay’s Unique 





| Nice Work, If— 

| 

| Washington, Aug. 6. 
In connection with a CBS 

broadcast of a preparedness taik 

tonight (Tuesday) by Secretary 

| of the Navy Knox, Ed Laker of 

WJSV gets a 10-day vacation, 

| five days of which will be spent 

| 


on the U. S. S. Wyoming, en 
route from Guantanamo Bay to 
| New York. 

After Knox finishes his part of 
| the program, midshipmen from 
| the battleship will be cut in for 
| five minutes of interviews via 
short-wave. To handle this 
pick-up from the ship, Laker got 
the cuffo 10-day cruise. He 
planned to Cuba last Thursday 
(1), with a stop at Miami and 
arrives with the ship in New 
York next Saturday (10). 








Homecomings, New Style, 

With Radio Coverage 
Peoria, Ill., Aug. 6. 

As a feature, WMBD 

is ethering a serfes of special pro- 


midsummer 


grams from towns in nearby Illinois. 
broadcast is a 


homecoming, fair or similar occasion. 


| Occasion for each 


| Descriptions of main events, inter- 


|yvyiews with civic officials are re- 


: : 
corded and aired the same evening. 


a 


| by 


In order to receive the first broad- | 


Ill., where the program was recarded, 
installed loudspeakers in the down- 
town park, where those attending 
the homecoming could hear trans- 
criptions of their own celebration 
| before it was over. 


+++ 


_KFJZ, Texas State Network key sta- 
tion here. 


Denver. — Virgil Reames, from 


KMBC, Kansas City, to sales staff 
KLZ: Russell Groffman from Mid- 


Continent Oil Co., Tulsa, 
KLZ as promotion manager. 


Okla., to 


Cincinnati.—Max Kimbrel, former- 
ly with WFBM, Indianapolis, and 
WDWS, Champaign, IIl., has joined 
WKRC’s engineering staff. He re- 
places Howard Stephan, who re- 
signed from the local Mutual affiliate 
to join WJSV, Washington. 


| east, July 25, citizens of Mason City, | 


r 


| Radio Maritime Mobile Unit 


San Francisco, Aug 6. 

KROW, Oakland, is Outfitting 4 
floating transmitter which wil! patrol 
1,000 miles of waterways in San 
Francisco Bay and _ surrounding 
rivers. Putt-putter being remodeleq 
is the Unda Maris, 50-fcot cabin 
cruiser owned by Eddie House, staff 
musical director, who is also a yacht 


‘fan. When the wave-skimmer heaves 


anchor in September she'll have 


/aboard a short-wave transmitter, a 
/complete recording lab and an elec. 


tric organ. Deluxe tub will chug 
into such spots as Sacramento, Stock. 


| ton, Martinez, Vallejo, Benica, Crock. 
| ett, San Rafael and Sausalito, crank 
| up the organ and build shows on the 
| spot around local events and person. 


alities. Points which can’t be reached 
mike-lines will be spanned by 
portable transmitters. Waxed result 
will be aired later from Oakland sta- 
tion’s San Francisco studios. Series 
will start with half-hour weekly shot. 

The Unda Maris already has con- 
siderable radio history, having been 
brought out from Chicago last year 
as a CBS mobile unit in a tieup with 
the expo. House himself was with 
Columbia in the windy city prior to 
linking with KROW. 

(Current enterprise is just one in 
series of stunts cooked up by Phil 
Lasky, station manager, since he 
took over last September. At that 
time, juicer rated about 12th in field 
of 12. Lasky has jacked it up to a 
conceded fifth position, about as high 
as a non-net unit can hope to get.) 


11 STATIONS ON-LIST 


Radio Advertising and Gellatly, Inc., 
Merge Sales Rep Set-Up 

Radio Advertising Corp. and Gel- 
latly, Ine., have merged as of Aug. 
1 to continue representation of sta- 
tion on their combined lists and the 
program production department of 
Gellatly. Firm will retain the name 
of Radio Advertising Corp. and re- 
main in the latter’s offices, New 
York. Branch offices are in Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, St. Louis and San 
Francisco. 

Combined station list now includes 
WHK and WCLE, Cleveland: WKBN, 
Youngstown; WHKC, Columbus; 
WIP, Philadelphia; WING, Dayton; 
WCAR, Pontiac-Detroit; WTOL, To: 
ledo; WJHL, Johnson City; KPAC, 
Port Arthur-Beaumont, and WOLF, 
Syracuse. Gene Stafford heads the 
production department. 





Toledo, O.—Louis Emm added to 


the announcing staff of WSPD, 
Toledo. He was commentator on the 
Board of Education series on the 
| station. 
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WOL Action Confusing 





Judge Grants Right to Re-draft Suit 
Wahl and Biow 


Suit of the American Broadcasting 


Co. operator cf WOL, Washington, | 


against The Wah] Co., owner of the 
Wahl Eversharp Pencil, and the 
Biow Agency, was dismissed Wednes- 


day (31), by N. Y. federal Judge 
John W. Clancy, with leave for the 


amend suit. The 
Judge that the plaintiff 
should separately state each cause 
of action, since the complaint as it 
stands now makes it fmpossible to 


to its 


declared 


plaintiff 


judge the merits of the action or| 


the criticism of it. 
Action sought damages for alleged 


infringement of copyright, and an 
injunction against the program, 


‘Take It Or Leave It,’ broadcast over 
CBS on Sundays at 10 p.m. It is 
alleged that Dec. 11, 1939, the plaintiff 
acquired a new quiz program called 
‘Double or Nothing.” The William 
Morris Agency was authorized to 
sell the program, but on March 4 it 
was learned the defendants were 
contemplating putting on a similar 
program, and were warned of the 
attempted infringement. A deal was 
set up with Russel M. Seeds Co., on 
behalf of Brown & Williamson To- 
bacco Co., for the sale of the pro- 
gram. 

On April 1, the plaintiff acquired 
a similar program entitled ‘Take It 
Or Leave It’ from Paul Conrad, and 
sent out similar warnings, 
21, defendants started broadcasting 
over WABC and on May 1, Russel 
M. Seeds cancelled the plaintiffs’ op- 
tion, claiming the programs were 
identical. On June 1, Seeds started 
sponsorship of ‘Saturday Night 
Party’ over the Pacific Coast net- 
work, leaving the plaintiffs’ program 
out in the cold. 

The deal with Seeds called for a 
trial of 13 weeks at $750, then 26 
weeks at $1,250 and successive Jumps 
to $2,000 weekly and an option for a 
year’s renewal at that figure. The 
total amount or $240,500 is sued for, 
as it is claimed the entire deal would 
have gone though if the alleged in- 
fringement had not been forthcom- 
ing. 


Examination Before Trial 
In Meredith Blake vs. CBS 


Meredith Blake of the Hotel Lin- 
coln, N. Y., will be examined before 
trial by attorneys for Jack Teagar- 


den, in connection with Charles Bal- 
coff’s suit against Teagarden and 
CBS, Inc. The examination will 
take place Aug. 13. 

Balcoff claims infringement, by 
playing, of his copyrighted song, 
‘Darling You Weren't There.’ writ- 


ten in 1939, in a broadcast over CBS 
May 14, 1939, by Teagarden. 

An injunction and damages ¢ 
$5,000 are sought. 

Miss Blake is currently with Gray 
Gordon's band at the Hotel Edison, 
N.Y; 


f 


On April | 





NEEDLING AROUND U.S. A. 





Nancy Grey Stalks Celebs Through- 
out the Country 





Milwaukee, Aug. 6. 

Nancy Grey, femme commentator 
of WTMJ, accompanied by her port- 
able recording machine, is off-on an- 
other trip to the Pacific coast for 
material for daily broadcasts. Discs 
are airmailed back to studio daily so 
program is heard at regular time 
each morning. A trial trip last win- 
ter was so successful, both from lis- 
jtener and commercial standpoints, 
‘that she is now doing an encore. 
| Going through Colorado, she has 
lined up interviews of singers John 


Carter, Josephine Antoine and Philip | 


Duey; also Dr. Lloyd Shaw, dance 
coach and folklore authority, and 
Boris Annisfield, Russian artist. In 
Hollywood she talks with Walt Dis- 
ney, then goes to annual fiesta in 
Santa Barbara, Yosemite, San Fran- 
cisco and Sacramento. 





FCC’s Sudden Okay Of 
Two Upstate New York 
Stations Is a Surprise 


Svracuse, Aug. 6. 

Northern New York, which 
just about given up hope on ever 
| getting a radio outlet of its own, sud- 
denly found itself with two permits 
from the FCC, both issued to Water- 
town groups, 

After five years of deliberation, 
during whTth a license was granted 
a third Watertown concern, Black 
River Broadcasts, Inc., the FCC de- 
cision granting permits to the 
Brockway Company, publishers of 
the Watertown Daily Times, and to 
the Watertown Broadcasting Corp., 
came as a complete surprise. The 
Black River Broadcasts, Inc., permit 
was withdrawn about two years ago 
after. the company had gone so far 
as to erect an antenna tower atop a 
Watertown building. 

The Brockway Company has asked 
permission to operate a 500-watter 
on a 1,270-kilo frequency, daytime 
only. Officers are headed by Harold 
B. Johnson, editor and publisher of 
the Watertown Times. 

The Watertown Broadcasting Corp 
| sought a 250-watter, 1.210 kilos, for 
| unlimited time. Dean R. Richardson 
is listed as president, G. Harry 
| Righter, treasurer, and Bruce F. 
Gamage, secretary. 

What role Black River Broadcasts, 
Inc., will play in the present picture 
is unknown. Harry A. Wise, chair- 
| man of the Jefferson County Repub- 
lican Committee, was listed as pres- 





ident, with Samuel H. Cook, presi- 
dent of Central New York Broad- 
cast Corp., operator of WFBL in 





| Syracuse, as vice-president. 














To Plot Your Course for 
More Sales Per Advertising Dollar! 





NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE M HARRY L. STONE, Gen'l Mor. | 
| 
| 
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WSM DOESN’T COST...IT PAYS! 


Owned and Operated by the National Life & Accident Ins. Co., Inc. 
National Representatives, Edward Petry & Co., Inc, 
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FRED BATE PRAISES =| 
BRITISH NEWS SETUP 


Fred Bate. NBC’s chief London 
correspondent, declared in a recent 
transatlantic that ‘no arrangement 
could be more satisfactory’ than the 


‘one in which broadcasts for America 


are handled under English censor- |} 
ship. Bate explained that a censor | 
is ‘right in the studio’ when miking 
takes place; that he is there to fa- 
cilitate last minute script changes 
and addenda, as well as to monitor. 

A direct line gives him instant con- 
tact with defense authorities. In case 
any question arises between broad- 
caster and censor, the latter can 
reach defense officials and obtain a 
prompt green light or red light on 
the moot point. Bate said the one 
thing British authorities feared—'I 
do not agree with them, but I am 
prejudiced in this instance’—was that 
a broadcaster might ‘get excited’ on 
a spot description of an air battle 
for instance, and unwittingly reveal 
defense information. 

Bate remarked that ‘there are sev- 
eral around here’ whom, he felt, 
could be trusted to mike ‘under any | 
circumstance, without the slightest 
risk of disclosing defense informa- 
tion. NBC man explained how he 
and his staff functioned, mentioned 
that one air raid alarm—the only one 
—caused him to move quarters 100 
vards, and geve other interesting de- 
tails of broadcasting in a belligerent 
country. 





‘THAT NEW STATION’ 


WBZ New Biast Causes Rumors in 
New Bedford, Mass. | 








New Bedford, Mass., Aug. 6. 

Switch in transmitter of WEZ, 
Boston, from Millis to Hull, startled | 
radio listeners in southeastern Mass., | 
who didn’t happen to catch dedica- 
tion program Saturday night (27) 
and who were otherwise unaware of 
transmitter change. WBZ now blitz- 
kriegs into local loudspeakers where- 
as before change station could hard- | 
ly be heard hereabouts. 

Frequent comment on New 
ford streets Sunday (28) was: 

‘I'm getting a new station in Bos- 
ton that just started broadcasting to- 
Gay. 


Bed- 





Same Rates But New 
Discount Plan at WLW 


Cincinnati, Aug. 6. 

WLW’s new rate card, effective 
Aug. 15, does not change the 50,000- 
watter’s rates, but alters the method | 
of computing discounts. Thus far 
discounts have been on a weekly 
value basis predicated on the 
amount of money spent. Under the 
new set-up the discounts will be 
computed on the volume of time 
used, 

Bob Dunville, WLW general sales 
manager, is distributing the new 
rate card to agencies and clients this | 
week, 





| 


H. P. Hood on WEEI 


Boston, Aug. 6. 

H. P. Hood Dairies is sponsoring 
‘The Yankee Swapper’ over WEE | 
Boston. It’s an adaptation to radio | 
Robb Sagendorph’s idea which | 
has been operating under the same | 
title via the magazine route from | 
Dublin, New Hampshire. Latter | 
does not appear on show but han- 
dles all mail, etc. } 

Prize goes to ‘Top Swap of Week.’ 


of 


WCCO’s Shortwave Stunt 





Minneapolis, Aug. 6 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion granted WCCO here a special 
frequency for an airplane broadcast 
of local] Aquatennial celebration 


night features. With the call-letters 





NMPIP, Clellan Card, WCCO an 
nouncer, described lighting and ca 

val festivities from a 21-passenger 
twin-motored Douglas provided 
Northwest Airline: 

In order to avoid any interference 
with regular aviation communication 
the shortwave frequency of 2.790 
kilocycles was assigned for the 
broadcast which was picked up by 
WCCO and relayed over the regular 
wave length. 

Brother Act at WCKY 
Cincinnati, Aug. 6 


With departure of Lee Bland for 
Youngstown, O., to become prograin | 
director of WFMJ, WCKY has en- | 
gaged Bernard J. Johnson, formerly 
of WSOY, Decatur, IIL, as announcer. | 

He teamed up with his brcether, Al 
Bland, on the station’s Morn Patrol 
eye-opener show. 


Still No Answer in Research 


$$$ ________. 


Why Programs Are Popular Can’t Be Told in Per- 
centages, Karol Reminds Ad Clubbers 


San Francisco, Aug. 6. 
Ten years of survey research still 
haven't answered the question ‘What 
makes a radio program popular?’ 
John J. Karol, market research coun- 
sel for CBS told San Francisco Ad 


“lubbers at their meeting in Palace 
hotel (31). Reminiscing on_ his 
decade in statistical radio, Karol 


pointed out that the time of day has 


Shepard’s WICC to Have 
250-Watter Competitor 
(Thomas) in Bridgeport 


Bridgeport, Aug. 6. 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has granted permit, and Harold 
Thomas, owner of WATR, Water- 
bury, and WBRK, Pittsfield. Mass., 
now goes ahead with plans for full 
time 250-watt 1,420-kilocycler in 
Bridgeport. New station will be 
Bridgeport’s second, other being 
John Shepard 3d’s WICC, which is 
also in New Haven. 

Thomas, who will operate without 


network affiliation, becomes Connec- 


ticut’s first proprietor of two broad- 


| casters, 


Thomas station is No. 10 for Con- 


necticut, 


little to do with possible aud’ence 
rating. ‘Programs can build up total 
listening audience at almost any 
reasonable hour,’ researcher stated, 
‘interesting examples being King 
Edward's Abdication Speech which 
had a C.A.B., rating of 45.0 at 58 
o’clock in the afternoon, and the 
President's ‘dagger’ speech which 
rated 45.5.’ Highest rating on record, 
ad men were told, was earned by 


Louis-Schmelling fight in 1938 with 


|score of 63.6. 
Added that audience rating was 
| not necessarily aé_e selling rating 
however, some shows mining gold 
| despite lower-bracket pegging. 
' Karol asked audience if it could 
recall program toppers of ‘30, then 
|named Amos ’n’ Andy, Squibb with 
| Will Rogers, Fleischmann with Rudy 
| Vallee, Palmolive Hour, Coliier’s 
program, Floyd Gibbons for General 
Electric, Don Voorhees for General 
Motors, B. A. Rolfe’s Lucky Strike 
hour, Eveready hour, Real Folks, 
Maxwell House, Cities Service, At- 
water Kent, Armstrong Cork, A & P 
Gypsies, Cliquot Club Eskimos and 
Jones and Hare for Interwoven. 
Only two shows still survive, Amos 
’n’ Andy and Cities Service, the 
latter now trimmed by half. Sev- 
eral sponsors still airing but with 
new talent. 

Average family now spends $30 
year on radio, Karol said, figure 
|covering sets, parts and juice. 
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The minute 


ALTHO ES | 


seven months 





ee 
a time ago,” writes a lady from Boothbay, 


Maine, “J heard an advertisement over WEE]. 


Where can I buy the product now?” 


“Some time ago” is right! Seven months ago to 


be exact! At five minutes before seven in the 


° ! 
Morning. ! And 


151 miles from WEEI!!! 


* * * 


Almost five million people, like the lady from 


Boothbay, live in WEEI’s primary area. Wher. 
they listen to WEEI, they really listen. And seven 


minutes or seven months later when they buy, 


they remember. 


¥ EE I-landers like WEED s full CBS schedule, 


its local programming, its New England point- 


of-view. Their acceptance and loyalty are the 


intangibles that turn listeners into customers. 


That's how WE 


and 27 just-as-l 


EI welds Metropolitan Boston 


mportant extra counties into a 


single billion-and-a-half-dollar market that is 


bigger and richer than is regularly served hy 


any other Boston station. 


8 WEEL nosros ens. 


Operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Repre- 


sented nationally by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, 


Detroit, Charlotte 


, N. C., San Francisco, Loe Angeles 
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| Probe 1932 


Continued 
neck of P. A. Powers, indepen- 
dent sound equipment maker, who 
once filed suit against RCA. Sar- 





noff said former Senator Moses was | 


asked to advise how to handle anti- 


trust cases because he was an older | 


statesman with knowledge of Wash- 
ington technique and that O’Callag- 
han and Whiteford negotiated with 
former Senator Hastings. 
legislators were paid sums for which 
they billed the company, Sarnoff de- 
clared denying unequivocally the 
story they received fat campaign 
contributions. Whiteford got $13,000 
for his part. Postponement of the 
court proceedings due to open in 
October, 1932, was done with the ap- 
proval of the judge, according to 
letter from H. C. Mahaffy, 
werk, who likewise denied he ever 
was in RCA offices or received 
remuneration for sending telegram 
delaying trial until consent decree 
was fixed up. 

While Sarnoff at the outset said 
RCA never paid any official of the 
Government for services connected 
with the trial, later he said he did 
not mean to give the impression that 
the Hastings law firm and Moses 


were not compensated. Former New , 


Hampshire solon, who was president 


pro tem of senate for several years, | 


later was hired to survey European 
communications problems, getting 
several thousand dollars in fees, 
RCA head testified. Neither of the 
ex-senators appeared in court, he 
acknowledged, nor did Whiteford. 
He thought Hastings firm got $7,500 
for helping prepare briefs. 

Doubt about innocence of the 
transaction was reflected by various 
committeemen. While Senator 
Wheeler registered strong disap- 
proval of FCC for not making thor- 


ough inquiry into various accusa- | 
tions. The committee head said he | 
felt commissioners should  have' 


Both ex- | 


court | 


Acts of RCA 


from page 25 





sat quietly in 
being ques- 


missioner-designate 
background without 
| tioned or evén noticed. 


Summons Voted Thursday 
j Sa . - ‘ . 
For Vacationing Sarnoff 

Summons for Sarnoff was voted 
Thursday (1) after the RCA head 
| declined to return from his vacation 
and sent word he doubted he could 
| be ef use or help to the solons, The 
|; previous day the committee made 
|numerous additional] rings around 


ithe Columbia-Paramount mulberry 
bush and heard Tobey go after Thad 


° ° | 
Brown again in regard to numerous 


statements contained in the chain- 
monopely committee's report. 

Strong denunciation of the FCC 
| for failure to pay more attention to 
| what’s said on the floor of Congress 

preceded Tebey’s motion to insist on 

|attendance of the RCA prez. Both 
|the New Hampshire Republican and 
Chairman Burton K. Wheeler of 
Montana lashed Brown, insisting it 
was inexcusable for the regulators 
to disregard charges that one of the 
Government's licensees tried _ to 
‘bribe’ members of the Senate or 
interfere with the administratien of 
justice. 

Registering surprise at Brown's 
non-appearance at the Thursday (1} 
|morning session, Tobey announced 
'that a representative of RCA (pre- 
sumably former Assistant Secretary 
of Labor Edward F. McGrady) had 


offered te be of service after explain- | 


|ing the company chief was relaxing 
|from his labors. Tobey squawked 
that he would not be satisfied with 
any pinch-hitters, that he desired to 
quiz the individual who could give 
first-hand testimony about the Wil- 
| mington case, 


} summon Sarnoff, Tobey commented 
on the ‘conspicuous absence’ from 


To pave the way for his moticn to | 


‘bribing somebody to maintain a 
monopoly, it will look inte It. It's 
a pretty poor excuse. You ought to 
know it. These commissions ought 
to investigate these thing 

Contrast between the Col-Par mat- 
ter and the MacFarlane charges, 
Tobey said, makes it doubly difficult 
to understand why the Commish 
never went inte the Wilmington 
matter. He said the ‘sin’ alleged 
to have been committed by RCA 
outweighs 10 to 1 the conduct of 
|CBS which the  chain-monopoly 
probers criticized severely, adding 
‘you close your eyes; yOu never 
batted an eyelash...this matter has 
dropped inte oblivion.’ If true, the 
accusations against RCA are far 
more ‘vicious’ than the offense with 
which the probers charged Paley, et 
al., he commented, 

Question whether the Justice De- 
‘partment should not be held re- 
sponsible for looking into the Mac- 
Farlane assertions was raised by Sen- 
ator Homer T. Bone, while Senator 
Wallace H. White sought to excuse 
both Brown and the two former sen- 
ators reputedly hired to bring about 
postponement of the anti-trust case. 
But these observations did not si- 
lence Wheeler or Tobey, although 
both agreed the Attorney General's 
office should have paid attention. 


These statements about RCA are 
‘the strongest kind of evidence, if 
true, that a monopoly existed’, 
Wheeler yowled, saying he cannot 
understand the feeling this situation 
was not worthy of inquiry by the 
| regulators. The Senate committee 
| chairman burned Brown with com- 
| ment that ‘either you're dumb or you 
| didn’t want to go into this’. 
| In his own defense, Brown quoted 
| Chairman James L. Fly—who was 
| employed in the Justice Department 
| anti-trust division at the time the 
| alleged ‘fixing’ took place—as saying 
| it is not the FCC’s province to com- 
_ment on conduct of anti-trust cases 
and that the Commission’s limited 
powers would not warrant any in- 
vestigation. This statement by Fly, 
in a letter sent Wheeler, June 17, is 


‘ance in the witness chair. 


He per- 
sisted in his explanation that the 
FFC probers confused the facts, 
maintaining that Paley and his asso- 
ciates profited because they bought 
CBS stock low and sold it high, not 
because they manipulated company 
funds improperly. Throughout his 
argument, Tobey appeared skeptical 
—observing repeatedly he thought 
the repurchase by Columbia was de- 
signed to establish a price so Paley 
and the other insiders could unload 
part of their holdings to Brown Bros., 
Harriman at a handsome figure. He 
picked up inconsistencies in Colin’s 


‘prior discussion, particularly a re- 


mark that the CBS owners paid cash 
for the Paramount paper. Senator 
Wheeler likewise continued suspi- 
cious, observing that company money 
was used to ‘enhance’ the stock of a 
few directors—which Colin vigorous- 
ly denied. 

Brown was put under the spotlight 
again at the conclusion of Colin’s 
testimony and treated roughly by 
Tobey when he proved unable to 
elaborate on miscellaneous _ state- 
ments in the chain-monopoly report. 
At one point, the harrassed Commis- 
sioner was forced to call on William 
J. Norfleet, chief accountant of the 
FCC, to help untangle the statement 
that CBS used ‘capital’ funds to buy 
back the stock held by Paramount. 
(Colin and John J. Burns, special 
Columbia counsel, argued vehement- 
ly that the purchases were financed 
out of ‘surplus’.) For a while, the 
hearing was a free-for-all with 
Burns and Colin sharply cross-exam- 
ining Brown and Norfleet. 

When Brown tried to read from a 
letter which Fly sent the committee 
—the communication never was 
made public—about the CBS matter, 
Tobey snarled, ‘Is Fly going to be a 
wet-nurse to you, a crutch for you?’ 
Norfleet’s remark that CBS books 
were confused infuriated Colin, who 
yelped that the FCC accountant’s 
alibi was ‘ridiculous on its face,’ 
while Tobey angrily announced he 
considers it ‘a damned outrage’ if the 
chain-monopoly probers submitted 
an incorrect report. 


Sth Column Law — 
As Suggested 
Is Very Broad 


Washington, Aug. 6. 

Bill imposing stiff punishment on 
anybody transmitting ‘subversive 
matter,’ as laid before Congress, in- 
cludes radio, raising the spectre of 
coded messages or foreign-language 
propaganda. 

Legislation was offered by Sen- 
ator Robert R. Reynolds, North Car- 
olina Demccrat, who is one of the 
most vociferous denouncers of fifth 
columns. His proposal is to jail for 
two years or fine up to $5,000 any 
individual who helps spread un- 
American ideas or treasonable sug- 
gestions. Under the terminology, 
station operators might be subject 
to these penalties, no matter what 
safeguards they take. 


Egyptian Prince In 
Mont’l, to Shortwave 
Pleas to North Africa 


. Montreal, Aug. 6. 

Prince Abdullah Ben Ayad of 
Tunis, uncle of the King of Egypt, 
who arrived here last week to take 
up temporary residence in Montreal, 
is planning a series of radio broad- 
easts to French North Africa. The 
Prince will endeavor to swing 
Tunisia, a French protectorate, to 
support of Gen. Charles de Gaulle 
and all those of French descent who 
are fighting for democracy. 

In a statement to the press on 
arrival, Prince “Abdullah said that 
Tunisia would resist any attempted 
Italian invasion of*the country. The 


cleared matter up for all time in con-| the chain-monopoly report cf refer- 
ducting chain-monopoly probe. Sen- | ences to ‘another big broadcasting 
ator Sherman Minton of Indiana| company,” particularly when such 
commented skeptically he wondered | critical comment was made concern- 
why RCA bothered to get written|ing CBS. He also observed that six 
statements a year ago from all per-| weeks ago he drew attention to as- 
sons involved if activities were be-|serticns by former Rep. William D. | 
yond criticism. |MacFariane regarding RCA-NBC | 
The Keller story is ‘fantastic ro-| events—-he spoke of ‘very 


no excuse at all, Wheeler declared, 
| inquiring ‘what in the name of God 
did you hold an investigation for if 
you're not going into monopolies?’ 


Radio Investigation 
Sidetracked by Promise 


serious’ 
serious 





On some points, Brown  back-| Prince, who lost a leg during the last 
tracked noticeably. He said that the | War in the Dardanelles campaign, is 
complaint in the report that CBS di- reported to have received a request 


rectors looked after their own inter-|from Admiral M4usilier, fighting 
ests, sacrificing those of other in- , chieftain of the French marines now 
vestors, was an ‘error’ and conceded | With the British forces, that he 
that at one point in analyzing CBs |launch radio appeals to the citizens 
operations the document included |0f French North Africa to support 
‘several names that shouldn’t have |the Frenchmen who are free to fight 


ee 





mance,’ 
said he never talked over the anti- 
trust 


close friendship with President 


Roosevelt in allegedly predicting the | 


suit would be settled. 
Keller, 


quently during previous -sessions, 
was not privy to some of the con- 
versations, he maintained. Exper- 
iences should convince RCA that 
companies in trouble should not hire 
Washington lobbyists and pressure 
crews, 
observing that ‘there 
shake-down artists 
than any place I know of,’ Sarnoff 
agreed, though maintaining that 
when he sees somebody who is ef- 
fectively fighting his company he 
thinks it good administration to hire 
them if possible. Belief that Senate 
committee hearing on Thad Brown 


are more 


is being used by disgruntled RCA | 
minority stockholders was voiced by ! 


Davis at one point. He feared sudden 


twist inquiry has taken, might make! 


committee a springboard while com- 


according to Sarnoff, who: 
matter with Hoover, ‘or any | 


other president’ and laughed off the | 
statement that he had boasted of, 


who has been consulting | 


with Senator Tobey’s secretary fre-| 


Senator Wheeler remarked, | 


in Washington | 


accusations that stockholders had 
been ‘defrauded’ of millions—and 
added he had expected Brown to 
offer some testimony about this mat- 
ter. The Granite Stater paraphrased 
the one-time Texas Heus? member 
as having presented proof that RCA 
hired two xormer Senators ‘to per- 
form an operation—to interfere with 
the course of justice’ in the 1932 
anti-trust proceeding. 


‘Charges by Congressmen 
Deserving of Respect’ 


The Tobey summary agitated Sen- 
ater Wheeler, who turned furiously 
on the FCC member—addressing 
him frequently, in belligerent fash- 
ion, as ‘you--Brown’—with declara- 
tion that the Commission cannot 
justify overlooking the MacFarlane 
complaints, carried in 1938 Con- 
gressional Records. When Brown 
demurred that ‘widespread notices’ 
, of the chain-monopoly hearing had 
been issued, the Montana Democrat 
snarled ‘you can’t hide behind that. 
|if this Commission has any brains, 
| when a man makes a statement on 
‘the floor cf Congress that a man is 


Recriminations about inability to 
bring a Congressional probe of mo- 
nopoly came from Wheeler and To- 
bey. Both remarked that the Ad- 
ministration killed the old Connery 
resolution by assuring Congress 
FCC would do all the investigating 
necessary. Wheeler observed, ‘the 
same excuse was’ given us, when Sen- 
ator White sought to bring about a 
Senate inquiry. White remarked that 
‘somebody in a high place’ feared an 
outside body, and ‘Tobey sourly 
cracked, ‘somebody heard his mas- 
ter’s voice’. 

The wisdom of checking on news 
commentators and Commish restric- 
tions against former amployees en- 


the 


gaging in radio practice also were 
brought into the hearing Thursday 


(1). Wheeler showed alarm at re- 
ports WLW, Cincinnati, may try to 
get its 500 kw license renewed un- 
der the guise of national defense, 
while Tobey, backed up by Senators 
Clyde Reed of Kansas and Vic Dona- 
hey of Ohio, was critical of spielers 
who might take a one-sided view of 
the war situation. In the latter re- 
gard, nasty remarks were made 
about H. V. Kaltenborn, and Edwin 





C. Hill. Brown’s only comments on 











IMPORTANT FACTORS IN CHOOSING A 
TEST MARKET -- Baltimore has all 10! 


1. 
2. 





(ood advertising coverage at reasonable rates. ‘ 
({n average income (as determined by Sales Management's 
Survey of Buying Power) which correlates closely with 


the section, or its population group. 

A population which is diversified, representative, well- 
halanced, of average cultural level. 

An average level of business activity. 

Suitable and sufficient distributive outlets. 
Well-diversified industries. 

A self-contained economy; he well-isolated in relation to 
other larger markets. 
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8. Close to average retail sales per family. 
9. Compact boundaries, for sales efficiency and frequent 
checks. 
10. 
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this subject were that FCC rules re- 
quire definite announcements when- 
ever any programs are sponsored 
Much repetitious testimony was 
elicited from Ralph Colin, counsel 


for William S. Paley and CBS, con- - 


cerning the Columbia - Paramount 
stock swap during the day-long ses- 
Wednesday (31). In the end, 
Tobey dropped his suspicious man- 
ner and indicated he was convinced 
there Was nothing wrong and the 
FCC probers had done an injustice 
in assailing CBS in their report 
After Colin had been quizzed fo! 
two more hours and offered further 
explanations of CBS’ 1929 agreement 
to sell to and the 1932 agreement to 
buy back from Paramount, Tobey 
complimented him on being a forth- 


sion 


right witness and supplying valuable | 


| information. Then he pounced on 


Brown once more, demanding justifi- | 
| cation for various statements in the | 


report critical of Columbia. Bored 
| colleagues displayed almost no in- 
| terest in the rehash, though Senator 
| Matthew M. Neely of West Virginia 
| wailed a few times that Tobey was 


| going far afield, especially in inquir- 


| ing whether the necessity of buying | 


back its stock was not one of the 
| primary reasons why Paramount was 
| forced to reorganize under 77B. 
Little new information was sup- 


| plied by Colin in his final appear- 


been there.’ 


CBS repurchase ‘had the appearance’ 


of a_ stock-rigging operation, but 
commented when all the facts are 
available such an indictment ‘ma 


have been too strong.’ 


Relationship between Brown and 
former Governor James Cox of Ohio, 
is well as the commissioner’s friend- 
ship with other FCC licensees. was 
brought into the discussion, When 
Tobey remarked on the surprising 
speed with which the Commish rati- 
fied sale of WSB, Atlanta, to Cox, 
Brown said he did not believe any 
political influence was exercised. 
Tobey sourly noted that Cox ‘urged 
your appointment at the White 
House and has been urging your 
confirmation’ and then inquired if 
Brown feels it is ‘proper’ for a Com- 
mission member to accept favors and 
hospitality from individuals engaged 
in the broadcasting business. Brown 
justified his conduct by pointing out 
he knew Cox 29 years, prompting a 
cryptic remark by Tobey that he 
would not go into Brown’s visit to 
Agua Caliente while on official busi- 
ness in Los Angeles, 


Buffalo, Aug. 86. 

New civic slogan is ‘Buffalo, city 
of good neighbors,’ and most sta- 
tions are so calling it in their stand- 
bys. 

But WBNY has. cooked up a 
phrase of its own, ‘the city that has 
everything.’ 


} 


He maintained that the | 4ga:nst their common enemy, 


Honor Sullivan, Fischer 


Louisville, Aug. &. 

WHAS newscasters Paul Sullivan 
and Dick Fischer were given honor- 
ary memberships in the Regular Vet- 
erans Ass'n Wednesday (24). The 
group is an organization of veterans 
who have voluntarily served with the 
Army, Navy. or Marine Corps, and 
were the 34th and 33d, respectively, 
conferred by the organization in ils 
10 years’ existence. 

Presentation ceremony took place 
in the WHAS studios, and George L. 
Griswold, national deputy chief of 
staff, who is finance officer at Fort 
Knox ,tcld new enrollees their mem- 
berships were recommended because 
of recipients’ ‘unselfish and unceas- 
ing services’ and because their ‘pa- 
triotism and loyalty are unques- 
tioned.’ Caps and insignia were pre- 





sented along with the memberships. 
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SPEAKING OF RADIO EXECUTIVES | 


(Odd bits-of information extracted from biographies of radio 
industry personages as compiled for Vol. 1V, Variety Rapio Dr- 
RECTORY, now on the presses and soon to be published. ) 


Did You Know That— 


Andres W. Bennett, special copyright counsel of the N.A.B.. 


worked for 


the British Embassy in Washington from 1916 te 1918; that he served with 


an insurance company in Bulgaria— 


Phillips Carlin originated the NBC chimes— 
Frank Chizzini, assistant manager of the NBC recording division, used 


to be an official of Lily Cups— 


Sterling Fisher, Director of Talks at CBS, used to teach English at the 


University of Western Japan— 


Dr. Augustin Frignon, assistant general manager cf the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., was educated at Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 


the Sorbonne, Paris— 


Earl Gammons, general manager of WCCO, Minneapolis, once edited 
‘The Watch on the Rhine,’ a military publication of the A.E.F.— 


Gilson B. Gray, 
Princeton— 

F. Melville Greene, 
broadcasting station in 1918-— 


Jap Gude’s right name is John and he was Ph.B., Brown, 


CBS— 


commercial] editor of CBS, went to Phillips Exeter and 


sales traffic manager of NBC, cwned an amateur 


26, before 


Arthur Hayes, sales manager of WABC, New York, used to be with the 


Detroit News— 


William Hedges of NBC was a radie editor for nine years— 


Horton Heath, 


manager of the RCA Department of Information, was 


once an associate editor of New Yorker Magazine— 
Guy Hickok, Director of Shertwave Programs for NBC, was ship news 


reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle and foreign editor 


Literary Digest— 


for the lamented 


Jimmy James, advertising manager of NBC, is more correctly identified | 


as Edgar P. H., 


that he was born in Lendon, that his father was a famous 
English cartoonist who later founded his own advertising agency, 


that 


Jimmy is active in the Amateur Comedy and Mendelsohn Glee Club— 
Ed Kirby, trouble shooter of the N.A.B., built up the stamina for the job | 


at New York Military Academy and later the Virginia Military Ccllege— 
William Kostka, manager of the press division, NBC, was managing 

1933-36— 

Leon Levine, assistant director of educational broadcasts at CBS, started 


editor of Fawcett Publications, 


as a newspaper reporter— 
William B. Miller, 
1925— 


night manager of NBC, won the Pulitzer Prize in 


Clayland T. Mergan, Director of Public Relations at NBC, attended Jersey 
City public schools en route to Columbia— 

Alfred (Doc) Morton, NBC television chief, once supervised the building 
ef radio stations in Rome and Milan, Italy— 


Frank Mullen, 


once editor of The Swine World, a trade paper (Harry Butcher, 
once edited the Fertilizer Review)— 

ruler of CBS, graduated from Western Military Acad- 
in 1918 and went to Chicago and Pennsylvania uni- 
he has two children, Jeffery, two; Hilary, cne— 

assistant to the NBC v.p. 


Washington v.p., 

William S. Paley, 
emy, Alton, Illinois, 
versities; 


William G. Preston, 


newly elevated v.p. and general manager of NBC, was 


CBS 


in charge of programs, is 


a leader in Yale alumni movements and used to be executive assistant to 
Robert Hutchins, president of the University of Chicag 


Vic Ratner, Director of Promotion at CBS, is the hu 


the dancer— 
John Royal, 
1929— 


showman V.p., 


NBC 


and of Letitia Ide, 


an theatres for Keith from 1919 to 


John Shepard, 3d, president of the Yankee and Colonial networks and 


FM Broadcasters, is the father of three daughters— 











Fa- 
are 


a one-party-no-politics regime. 
vorable omens in this direction 


that (a) Trammell picked Mullen as | 


his chief of staff and (b) Mullen 


advocated abolition of the executive | ( 
|! has never lost contact with broad- 


vice-presidency as having historical- 
ly had a bad influence at NBC and 
as, moreover, being too close in im- 
plication of authority to the presi- 
dency itself. 


Mullen in getting this important 
appointment at the age of 44 
will serve under another young 


man, Trammell only being a couple 
of years older. Also seen as a happy 


hint is the fact that for the first time | 


the network has veteran broadcast- 
ers as number one and number two 


Trammell-Mullen Combo 


Continued from page 20 
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FIRST in PHILLY 


C E. HOOPER SURVEYS 


Audiences of Phiiedelphia Network Stations 
9:30-9:45 A.M., Mon, thru Fri.—4 Mo. Ave. 


WFIL 19.9% 





WCAU 17.0% 
KYW 8.5% 
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men. Like Trammell the new NBC 
general manager dates back to the 
early days of broadcasting. Al- 


though he has been with Radio Cor- 
poration of America since 1934 he 


casting and the return to NBC of 
which, from 1926 to 1934, under 
Trammell in Chicago, he was direc- 
tor of agriculture, is a natural intra- 
family transfer. 
Spokesman Role 

The Trammell-Mullen regime 
takes over the operation at a time 
when many changes within the or- 
ganization are already under way 
and others likely. Notably the seg- 
of the Red and Blue net- 
works is prominent on the agenda 
of things in progress of development. 


| Roy Witmer for the Red and Edgar 


Kobak for the Blue will, it is hoped, 
increasingly relieve Trammell of the 
sales burden altogether so that 
Trammell can specialize more and 
public appearance, 
NBC, major policy 
Mullen’s duties will 
line with the general 


spokesman for 
moulder tasks. 
be broad, in 


managership and Mark Woods is & 
possibility for the title. now non- 
existent, of assistant general man- 
ager. 

Two general objectives are ap- 
parently under way at NBC with 


the Trammell-Mullen set-up 

1. The presidency will be pro- 
never before, from poli- 
tics, sniping, confusion of authority. 
With this will go a conscious, de- 
liberate policy of destroying in ad- 
vance the seeds of executive politics 
of the weed-like kind that have 
been noted in the past. 

2. Trammell and Mullen, individ- 
ually and jointly and echoing David 
Sarnoff, appreciate the growing 
complexity of network operation 
and the fact that mere internal ad- 
ministration and salesmanship is not 
the full story today. Both men are 
expected to stress ‘public service’ 
and to cultivate that kind of contact 
(as distinct from advertisers) in the 
interest of broadcasting as an insti- 
tution. 


Young NBC Execs Organized Charity Not Pleased as WHO 
- Takes Initiative to Help lowa Farmers 


Appointment last Friday (2) 
of Frank Mullen to be NBC vice- 
president and general manager 
at the age of 44 calis attention 
to the youngish age average of 
NBC officialdom. Niles Tram- 
mell, the new network presi- 
dent, is but 48. David Sarnoff is 
49. . 

Typical of the age levels of 
NBC executives are these taken 
at random from_ biographical 
data in the Variety Rapio Di- 
RECTORY, Vol IV, which is now 
on the presses: 

Frank Ruesell, 45. 
Sidney Strotz, 42. 
Lewis Titterton, 40. 
Rudolph Teichner, 42. 
John Royal, 54. 
Dwight Wallace, 49. 
Mark Woods, 39. 
Phillips Carlin, 46. 
William Hedges, 45. 
William Kostka, 35. 
Wilfred Roberts, 36. 
Clay Morgan, 46. 
Alfred Morton, 43. 
W. B. Miller, 36. 
Walter Preston, 38. 
Hugh Beville, 32. 








| into the front cover. 


AIR HANDBOOK 


FOR POLITICOS 
OUT 


Seattle, Aug. 86. 
Probably unique in broadcasting 





history is the elaborate fully docu- | 
mented handbook just issued here) preference of phone and non-phone | 


under the impetus of KOMO-KJR, 
but inclusive of other stations in the, 
state, for the information of office- 
seekers that wish to use radio time. 


Celluloid, painted with rings to! 


mark each station’s coverage area, 
overlays a map of the state. 
data on rates, on line charges, on 
special transcriptions (even the ex- 
press charges are itemized) plus 


population breakdowns are included. | 


There is also included advice on 
how to ‘streamline a political cam- 
paign’ and the N.A.B. booklet on 
mike conduct for politicians is folded 
Hugh Feltis is 
credited for idea. 





WEAN, Providence, to modernize 
its Crown Hotel studio. Work started 


Full | 





Wayne Survey 








Continued from page 27 


;each for 2,391 
| the survey, 

| Of the total of 2,391 families re- 
|ceiving the listening tables through 
| school children, 1,988, cr 83%, were 
|}returned. The number of families 
| reporting listening by some member 
| of the family during the day sur- 
| veyed totaled 1,799, or 75% of total. 





families covered in 


| Sex and Age 
In addition to facts on phone and 


non-phene families, which alone is 
extensive, the Wayne survey also 
gives detailed information on listen- 
ing habits of sex and age groups. It 
is to be noted likewise that this data 
was not gathered at various times by 
separate surveys, but simultaneously 
so that comparisons cf preferences 
;may be made an analysis of what 
the makeup of each audience is in 
terms of these groups. 


Proportion of telephone families 
to non-phone families, cevered in 
| the survey, was 44.7% with phones 
and 55.3% without phones. The six 
Detroit stations contributed mod- 
erate sums of money on a coopera- 
tive basis te-help pay for incidental 
expenses of the survev, while Garri- 
son's NYA office staff tabulated the 
data. As an incentive for ind.vidual 
station showmanship, a study of the 
detailed quarter-hour results reveals | 
that listeners twist the dial often to 
get the program they want. 


There was wide divergence in the 








families for evening programs. 
Phone families listed thei~ first five 
favorite evening programs in this 
order: Charlie McCarthy, Jack 
Benny, Lux Radio Theatre, Fibber 
McGee and Gang Busters, while non- 
phone families preferred evening 
programs in this order: Gang Bust- 
,ers, Jack Benny, Charlie McCarthy, 
Major Bowes, ‘One of the Finest.’ 
Breakdown cf the favorite day- 
| time programs, phone -ud non-phone 
families combined, show the follow- 
ing five most pcpular programs: The 


Shadow (CKLW), 


Children’s Theatre (WXYZ), Girl 
Alone, and ‘I Want a Divorce.’ 
|Women’s day time preference is 


|shown as follows, phone and non- 


‘phone families combined: Kate | 
Smith (noon), ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ 
| ‘Bachelor’s Children,’ C. C. Bradner 


Jack Armstrong, | 


+ 


Des Moines, 
WHO, Des Moines, Iowa. 
the air almost immediately after a 
tornado and hail storm destroyed 
100,000 acres of fine farm land in 
two western Iowa counties recently 
and led job of getting contributions 
for the stricken area. Tenant farm- 
ers in this area around Portsmouth 
had gone through several seasons of 
drought and their credit was so ex- 
hausted they couldn’t even buy feed 
for livestock let alone rebuild their 
demolished homes. 


Although organized charities took 
exception to WHO's prompt activi- 
ties, they are now able to care far« 
some of the needs of the community, 
but if it hadn’t been for the prompt 
humanitarian work of the radio sta- 
tion much livestock would have per- 
ished. 


Combining with the Harlan, lowa, 
Commercial club, a ‘Portsmouth 
benefit show’ is being given at the 
Shelby County fair grounds tonight 
to raise funds for the stricken area. 
All talent for the show is being do- 
nated by radio stations in the mid- 
west and every penny of the pro- 
ceeds will be turned over to the 
destitute farmers. Cooperating with 


Aug. 6. 
went on 





WHO in the project are stations 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, KFNF, 
Shenandoah, Iowa, WOW =§ and 


KOWH, Omaha, KMA, Cedar Rapids 
| and Waterloo, and WNAX, Yankton, 
S. Dakota. Fifty-six artists are giv- 
ing their services gratis and so many 
| organizations are contributing to the 
"show it will doubtless prove the big- 
| gest benefit show ever staged in the 
state. 

WHO has put in lines to Harlan 
and will carry a part of the two and 
'one-half-hour show, rebroadcasting 
it to KSO, KMA, KFNF, WOW and 
KNAX. 


EE — 


(WWJ), The Goldbergs, Stella Dal- 
‘las, Helen Trent, ‘When a Gir!’ Mar- 
ires,’ ‘Big Sister,’ Aunt Jenny. 

The Top Ten evening programs, 
compared according to makeup of 
audience, is shown by the survey to 
be as follows: 


o——-— Pereent— -———~ 
Men Women Boys Girls 
Charlie McCarihy... 21 26 2 29 
Jack Benny......... 22 23 t 40 
Gang Busters....... 18 14 4E 32 
Lux Radio Theatre... 17 30 26 32 
‘One of Finest’ 
Re; 3 eee 14 19 td 32 
‘I Love a Mystery’.. 14 22 3! 33 
| Major Rowes........ 24 nO 19 » 
First Nighter....... 17 18 22 43 
Mr. District Attorney 15 2) 42 32 
One Man's Family.. 21 28 22 23 











this week. 


@ KLZ’s new directive antenna concentrates its power 
output in a northerly and southerly direction. 
done to eliminate interference to stations on the West 
Coast and in the East. But in directionalizing its signal 
strength, KLZ has likewise turned its full force on 
the buying power of the Rocky Mountain region... on 
Cheyenne, Boulder, Greeley, Fort Collins to the north 


. on Canon City, Cripple Creek, 
Pueblo to the south. In short, this 


tenna, the most modern known to engineering science, 
combines with KLZ’s new 5,000 watt authorization, 
full time, to make KLZ the best buy in the Denver 
Actual measurements of this improved 
coverage are now being made. Findings will be made 
wvailable to advertisers within a month. But an indi- 


region today. 


» 
ltt. 


AIMED AT PEOPLE AND POCKETBOORS 








This is 


Colorado Springs, 
new directive an- 








cation of what may be expected is to be found in tests 
in downtown Denver where KLZ’s signal has increased 
about 150° in the daytime, 350% at night. 
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‘Ned Jordon’ Set on WGN, Chicago 





Procter & Gamble, MacFa 
Food Boost Total 


! 
| 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 
Allen Campbell, general manager 
of WXYZ. Detroit, has set deal for 
the Chicago sponsorship of the| 
WXYZ-produced ‘Ned Jordan, Secret 


Azen! Will go on WGN which has 
been the outlet for the ‘Lone Ranger’ 
in Chicago, starting Aug. 13, taking 
Tuesdays at 7-7:30 p.m. Sponsor 
will be Walter Johnson Candy, 


through the Franklin Bruck agency. 

Other new accounts on WGN are 
the ‘Gosnell Singer,’ a five-a-week 
shot for Procter & Gamble through 
H. W. Kastor agency; ‘I'll Never For- 


zine, a thrice-weekly 15-minute pro- 
gram set through the Kudner agency; 
‘And Listen to the Band,’ local com- 


mercial set by the Hartman agency | 


here for Nelson Bros. on a six-a-| 

° . } 
week schedule: ‘Whistler and His'! 
Dog,’ three-a-week local for Rival 


Dog Food. through the Charles Sil- 
ver agency; ‘Jean Abbey,’ a weekly 
15-minute shot for the Woman’s | 
Home Companion, through the Mc- | 
Cann-Erickson agency. 

WIND has a flock of renewals for | 
participation in the ‘Sports Edition’ 
show. including Axton-Fisher, Michi- 
gan Chevrolet and Wilson Packing 
(Ideal Dog Food). New on the show 
will be Mapleton Cigarettes through | 
the Weiss & Geller. 

WIND also has Goldenrod Ice 
Cream, through Goodkind, Joice & 
Morgan, announcements. Swift Pack- 


ing Company, through J. Walter 
Thompson, announcements. Man- 
hattan Brewing, one min. spots. 


Quality Laundries, through Newby, 





Peron Flitcraft agency, announce- 
ments 
1 Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9.005 5.380 19.188 24573 
9.005 5,330 10,155 24,499 
. +0.9% +0.3% +0.3% 
*No change 


(ncluded: WRRM, WENR. WGN, WIND, 
W4IID, WLS, WMAQ) 





Denver In 7% Upturn 


In Nat'l Spot Column 


Denver, Aug. 6. 

Denver last week snapped out of 
summer calm by recording sizeable 
gains in each business category. Top 
sales honors of the week went to 
KLZ in signing three contracts 
totalling 573 quarter-hour newscasts. 

National spot and local business on 
KOA shows the largest July volume 
in the station’s history, according to 
Manager Lloyd E. Yoder. 
ahead of last year and 89.7% 
of July of five years ago. 


ahead 


is the newscasts, sold for the first 


time this year, while a number of 
5-day-a-week local advertisers are | 
responsible for the 89.7% increase 
over five years ago. 

KFEL: Fitzpatrick Baking Co.., 
through Ball & Davidson, three 
quarter-hours weekly, 26 weeks. 
Coronado Entrada, announcements 
R. R. Hall Cadillac Co., 47 chain 
breaks Paramount Clearners & | 
Dyers, 52 one-min. spots. Perry 


Petroleim, 208 chain breaks. Rocky 
Mountain News, announcements. 
KLZ: Fred Davis Furniture Co.. 
daily cquarter-hour newscast. Joe 
Alpert’s, through Max 


Public Service Co., 52 quarter-hours. 
Bristol Myers (Minit Rub), through 
Young & Rubicam, 156 announce- 
men's W ‘ht & McGill announcee- 
menis Smith Bros., through J. D 
Ts 104 announcements. Dandi 
Cane Co., 98 one-min. snots. 

KOA Time Magazine, through 
Young & Rubicam, announcement 
Bauer Confectionery Co., through 
Collins agency, announcements. Jer- 
gens Lotion, through Lennen & 
Mitchell, 24 one-min. spots. 

Aur. 3 Compared to July 27 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6.563 4.048 1,462 12.073 | 

6.368 3.923 1,367 11,658 

4-3% 13.2% +6.8% +3.5% | 

(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 





Seeks Hamilton, O., Okay 


Hamilton, O., Aug. 6. 
Butler Broadcasting Corp., Hamil- 


ton, O., has filed an application with | 


the Federal Communications Com- 
mission for authority to build a new 
broadcasting station here, 

Wants to operate on 1,420 kilo- 
cycles, 250 watts power, unlimited 
time. 


'26 weeks. 
announcements weekly, 52 weeks. 


It is 12.4% | 


Principal 
cause of the increase over last year | 


Goldberg, | 
four quorter-hour newscasts weekly. | 


Detroit Downward 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 





and Situash remains unchanged here. | 

. with slight gain in network biz be- 

dden, Nelsons, Rival Dog g more than offset by losses in 
cal and spot categories. Result be- 


of Trib Station 





ALWAYS PEPSI-COLA 


Kansas City Idles Along—Slight 
Weekly Drop : 
b 

Kansas City, Aug. 6. 
calm continues in Kansas 


ng a fractional loss for latest week 


ns 


under review. 


Boys still eyeing fall biz, and 


present outlook is for plenty of it 
with auto sales getting back 
stride and 


into 
war orders starting to 


sour into Detroit factories. 





Aug. 3 Compared te July 27 





General Network Local National Total 
City, with all stations battling to Units Units SpetUnits Units 
keep business on the upgrade. Po- 7 405 10.371 4.999 22 775 
liticos blustered loud and long be- | 7.209 10.478 5.262 23.949 
fore Tuesday's elections—and that | | 97. —10% —5.0% —08% 
meant money in the till KCKN and) (aciscea: CKLW, WIBK. WJR, WMBC, 


KCMO gct 
gravy. 
KCMO: Pepsi-Cola, daily newscast. 
Doyle Packing Co., 12 


most of the political 


Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 








Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,480 6.362 6.790 19.632 

6,420 6.400 6.693 19,513 

+0.9% —0.6% +1.4% +06% 

(included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC 
WDAF, WHB) 


16TH WEEK OF LOCAL 
BIZ CLIMB IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 6. 


Last week the local tally took an- 
other climb—the 16th in a row. This 
is especially satisfying to. station 
managers here because it’s been 
done without the aid of any great 
amount of political ccin. National 
defense preparations have made 
necessary a large increase in the 
Puget Sound Navy Yard, personnel, 
and Boeing Aircraft on three 
eight-hour shifts daily. Other local 
industries vital to rearmament are 
going full blast, too. 

KIRO execs are too busy gather- 


is 





ing in contracts te attend NAB con- 
clave. 
KOL: Dr. Clark (dentist), six 
| quarter-hours weekly, ‘News with 
Arizona Joe.’ 
| Aug. 5 Compared to July 27 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
3,985 11,220 1,356 16.561 
3,980 10,947 1,343 16,270 
0.1% 4+2.7% +0.9% +1.7% 
| (included KTRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 


“Army Band for Recruiting 
Program Over WBEN 


Buffalo, Aug. 6. 
| Recruiting drive here includes fill- 
ing 17th floor auditorium of Hotel 
Statler for half-hour concerts by 
28th Infantry Band of Fort Niagara 
over WBEN. Army office mails cut 
invitations weekly to the broadcasts. 
Music is broken into midway for 
four-minute recruiting gab. 


WWJ, WXYZ) 


NEW YORK IS 
IDLING ALONG 


Everything quiet in New York. 
But local units should take a jump 
within the next few weeks when one 
cf the independent stations will get 
the biggest time contract ever issued 
by a department store in the metro- 
politan area. Contract is supposed 
to be signed, but neither the name of 
station nor store is available. 


WHN is cutting ET announcements 
to be used in a national campaign 
for Adam Hats. 


WMCA: Arnold's Apparel, 
nouncements, I. J. Fex, announce- 
ments. Edelbrau Brewery, renewal 
of announcements. Johns-Manville 
Corp., through J. Walter Thompson, 
39 one-min. spots. 

WNEW: Wucker 
through Klinger agency, four 16- 
min. programs weekly. Policyhold- 
ers Advisory Coerp., renewal of 18- 
five-min. programs, five 12-mins., 
and a 30-min. program weekly. 
Greenways, through A. W. Lewin, 
daily quarter-hour ‘Dance Parade.’ 
Circle Auto Sales, 12 announce- 
ments weekly. Topps Chewing Gum, 
through Brown & Thomas, 12 an- 
nouncements weekly. Lepper Fur- 








niture Corp., daily 10-min. program. | 


WQR: Gambarelli & Davitto, re- 
newal of daily 25-min. ‘Music to Re- 
member.’ 

WHN: Jean Jerdeau, Inc., through 
James R .Flanagan, station breaks. 
Jacob Ruppert Brewery, through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, announcements. 

Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 


Network 





Local 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

645 10.002 10,930 21,577 

645 9.934 10,867 21,447 
. + 0.6% +0.5% +-0.5% 

* No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR 
‘ WQXR) 


an- | 


Furniture Co, ! 


National Total 


AUTUMN HARBINGERS 


Foresees Excellent Business 
Coming Up Pronto 





Texas 


San Antonio, Aug. 6. 


. 

With the Texas primary conclud- 
ed. units are returning to normal 
after reaching new highs in recent 
weeks. Several network shows have 


dropped for a month's vacation caus- | 
Local | 


ing fall off in network units. 
and national spot biz is holding up 
well. Manv new fall contracts are 
being receoved here with all sta- 
tions reporting that they expect the 
best year ever. 
| KONO: Dollar Wave Shop, 
minutes, three times weekly. 
Montgomery (optomotrist), 
minutes daily. 

WOAI: Pioneer Flour Mills, 


15- 
Dr. 
five- 


an- 





' 
} 
| 


nouncements. Snowdrift and Wesson | 


Oil, through Fitzgerald Agency, 42 are 


|} announcements weekly. 
KABC: Millers Beauty 
| three announcements weekly. 
‘Spencer Lumber Co., three an- 
nouncements weekly. Tankersley 
Drive Inn. announcements. 


Salon, 


| 
| 
| 


South- | 


ern Select Beer, renewal of two an- | 
‘their backlogs on future business by 


\‘nouncements daily. Through Mutual 
network, Macfadden Publications’ 
tri-weekly 
Forget’. 
KTSA: Hicks Rubber Co., 
minute newscast each Sunday. 


five- 


~ Aug. 3 compared to July 27 


Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 4,782 8.224 2.214 15,220 
' 4,820 8.250 2.190 15,27 
—0.8% —0.4% +1.1% —0.3% 
Included: KARC, KMAC, KONO, 
| KTSA, WOAT) 





August Prospects Better 


e ° C 
Than July in Des Moines stait, five spots. 


| Des Moines, Aug. 6. 
Local business, while off somewhat 
last week, is still well ahead of the 
| June-July average. Des Moines 
Auto retailers are using seven pro- 
| grams daily urging purchase of cur- 
rent models to beat the increased 

| prices of 1941 models. 

Stations here report the best sell- 
| ing week in history due to rate in- 


| crease scheduled to take effect on 
| contracts receiv@d after Aug. 25. 
| a Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 
+Network Local National Total 
| Units Units SpotUnits Units 
| 6.525 2.818 4.672 14,016 
6.720 2.853 4.928 14,501 
—2.8°, —1.1% 5.1% —3.1% 
(Included,* KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


BEDARD FOLK SONGS BACK 
Mon‘real, Aug. 6. 

‘Le Diable Rouge,’ half-hour 

French-language musical with folk 

by Leuis Bedard, returns to 


; Songs 


quarter-hour, ‘I'll Never | 


BLURBS CHIEF 
ACTIVITY 
IN LA. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 6 

Sales of spot announcements high- 
lighted a week that was otherwise 
slow insofar as the piling up of new 
business for radio stations in this 
area was ccncerned While there 
was also some activity in five to 15- 
minute programs, ‘he signing of con- 
tracts generally was considerably 
below normal. 

Sales department heads, however, 
anything but discouraged, 
blaming the slump on the season and 
figuring that the situation is due for 


A. B.!a change fer the better by Aug. 15. 


While three of the stations in- 
cluded in the survey were able to 
report at least a few new accounts, 
KFI and KECA failed to increase 


a single deal. 


KFWB: Cunningham Radio, two 


|spots. Broadway Hollywood, through 
| Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne, 


Total | 


22 spots 


KHJ: Kays Beverage Co., through 


John A. Stewart, 13 half-hour pro- 
grams. Macfadden Publications, 
threugh Erwin Wasey & Co. 52 


quarter-hour programs. Broadway 


| Hollywood, through Batten, Barton, 
| Durstine & Osborne, six spots. Beck- 
|man Furs, through Glasser Agency, 


| 69 spots. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


lstation CKAC this week as a sus- | 


tainer 

‘Franco Swing, stringed instru- 
;}ments, also slated for a 15-minute 
| sustaining period over CKAC, 


EIGHT-WEEK TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 




























































































(lor All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’ ) 
rniny NATIONAL SPOT piovsands | | ending LOCAL thameesee 
| June 15 62.1 June 1 Samus 89.1 
June 22 62.6 June 22 89.9 
June 29 62.1 June 29 90.3 
July 6 61.2 July 6 89.3 
July 13 61.9] | July 13 89.9 
July 20 60.5 July 20 88.5 
July 27 56.6] | July 27 87.3 
\ eS nmerermemmreermmene 56.5 i i AN RRR RR 87.7 
Ending NETWORK yinisants | | ending TOTALS roeunenn 
June 15 93.6 June 1£ 244.8 
| June 22 94.6 June 22 247.2 
| Je ae ee meme 90.0 June 29 242.5 
| July 6 92.6 July 6 243.2 
[July 13 sees 90.5 July 1 quence 242.4 
July 20 commen 85.3 July 20 commas 234.1 
| | July 27cm 87.2] | July 27emmem 231.1 
Aug. 3 87.7 Aug. 3 om 232.0 
(Copyright, Variety, inc. Not to be reprinted en permission) 


| due to extra baseball 


| craft 


} nouncements. 
| renewal of one-min. spots 


Central Chevrolet, through 
Stedel Adv. Arency, six spots. Gil- 
more Oi! Co., through Eotsford, Con- 
stantine & Gardner, five spots. Glo 
“o., through Brisacher, Davis & 
May Co., through 
Weinberg Adv. Agency, three spots. 
Powerseal, through Mayers Co., 10 
spots. Aetna Construction Co, 
through Sidney Garfinkel, five par- 
ticipations (lappy Homes). Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, through Dan 
Minor Co., 26 particip“tions. 

KNX: Laras Brothers Ca. (Chelsea 
ciggies), through Warwick & Legler, 


Inc., 39 time signals. Barker Bros., 
through Marion Kvle Adv. Agency, 
160 15-minute programs. Power 
Seal Co., through Lockwood-Sheck- 
elford Co., 39 participations i news- 
casts Les Angeles Brewing Co, 


through Lockwood-Sheckelford Co., 
32 five-minute programs. ~Langen- 
dorf United Bakeries, through Leon 
Livingstone Agency, 20 time signals. 
Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,535 8,263 1,641 19,439 
9.400 8.160 1.630 19.190 

+-1.4% 4+-1.3% 10.7% +1.3% 

(Included: KECA. Kl, KFWB, KJ 


KNX) 


Salt Lake City Reports 
Summer Ebb Totals 


Sait Lake City. Aug. 6 
slump in full evidence 
National biz upped slightly 
games. 

KSL: Oil. Inc., sponsoring 
Salt Lake Flats speed runs. Ameri- 
Fork Poultry Day, announce- 
Hudson Bay Fur Co., an- 
nouncements 

KDYL: Faultless Starch Co., 
through Ferry-Hanly, 260 announce- 
ments. Jergens-Woodbury 


Summer 
here 


Jensen 


can 


ments. 


Corp., 


through Lennen & Mitchell, an- 
nouncements. Vanessa's Bungalow, 
13 quarter-hours. California Ajr- 


Institute, 13 announcements 
Purity Bakeries, 13 quarter-hours. 
KUTA: Western Furniture, 
Granite Furniture Co., 

Wasatch 
atherstone 


an- 


Chemical Co., through Fe 


agency, announcements Zamberge! 

Coal Lai, through Featherstone 
agency, 52-weck renewal fo! 

nouncements. Seagull Drug Co., 52 

announcements 

Aug. 3 Compared to July 27 

| Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,110 2,066 1,182 9,359 

6.25: 2,199 1,167 9.621 

| —2.3% —6", +-1.3% 2.7% 





(Incluved: KDYT., KSL, KUTA) 


KRIS May Get Rival 


Corpus Christi, Tex., Aug. 6 

Nueces Broadcasting Co., headed 
b: Earl C. Dunn and Charles W. 
Rossi, have filed with the Federal 
Communications Commission an ap- 
plication for a new radio broadcast 
station. They seek a license to op- 
erate on 1,500 kilocycles with 250 
watts, unlimited time. 
«City has one other station, KRIS, 
which operates full time on 1330 
kilocycles with a power of 500 waits. 
Is outlet for Mutual as well as NBC. 
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Orchestra, Suddenly Sans Booking, FTP 
Pitches in for Quickie Paint Job; rw 4p 
Revives Decrepit Pittsburgh Spot 





By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. 


l 


The old gag about the bankrupt. 


whe asked the guy who didn’t know 
he held the mortgage ‘have you ever 


been in the restaurant business?’ and | 
then replied to his own question, 
‘well, you are now,’ practically fell | 


right into the lap of Jack Meakin, 
the band leader, ‘here last week. 
Meakin’s personal ‘Wainager, Ham 
Baron, arrived in town for what he 
thought was a date at the Willows, 
only to discover that the Willows 
had decided to hold over the Lani 
McIntire orchestra and had told Stan 
Zucker, who neglected to inform 
Baron. 

That meant there was nothing in 
sight for the outfit until Providence, 
R. I., late in August, and Baron, and 
Meakin, too, know the value of keep- 
ing a band working, particularly a 
new band waiting for the right 
break. They looked over the local 
field, heard there was a spot named 
the Riviera, which had a KDKA 
wire, and that sounded good to them. 





PENNSYLVANIA TOUGH 


-—_—_——_— 


Latest Regulations Hard on Dance. 
Music in Places Selling Booze 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 6. | 

Latest State Liquor Board regula- | 
tions make it plenty tough on the | 
outdoor dance spots. For one thing, | 
music isn’t permitted to be heard be- | 
yond the confines of the pavilion it- | 


| self, the result of many complaints | 


COLUMBIA DISCS: 


Baron contacted Carlo Pugliese, | 


the new owner of the Riviera, and 
he was definitely interested. They 
discussed terms and reached an 
agreement. Then Baron and Meakin 
had their first look at the Riviera. 
They found a run-down, badly-ne- 
giected outdoor patio, tent-covered, 
a far cry from the Van Cleve hotel, 
Dayton, O., and the Virginia Beach 
spot they had just come from. Pug- 
liese merely shrugged his shoulders, 
iold them that the going had been 
tough and the money to clean up the 
dilapidated spot wasn’t available. 

Baron and Meakin went into con- 
ference. They figured they had 
something to sell in their band, but 
also realized they needed a more 
favorable background in which to 
sell it. The two of them wondered 
whether Pugliesé couldn't find a 
few hundred bucks with which to 
make the room more presentable. 
Pugliese said his backers wouldn't 
hear of such a thing. 

So Baron and Meakin took matters 
jin their own hands. The next morn- 
ing, every member of the band, in- 
cluding Patricia Norman, the fea- 
tured vocalist, showed up bright and 
early at the Riviera, armed with 
buckets of paint, balloons, bunting, 
candles and light-shades, For hours, 
they swept and brushed and painted 
and decorated, on their hands and 
knees, on ladders and by pole-climb- 


ing. By night-fall, the Riviera didn’t 
look the same. It had achieved a 
ceriain amount of atmosphere, as 


against the drab settings of only a 
shert time before. 

Then Baron, who had never done 
any publicity before, took over the 
job of exploitation from Pugliese, a 
newcomer to the nitery ranks and 
not very well versed in the ways of 
selling via the public prints. Meakin 
and Miss Norman pitched in. too. In 
three days, Pittsburgh was very 
Meakin-conscious and NEW Riviera- 
conscious, too. New result: Meakin’s 
first weekend was the biggest the 
Riviera has had since it opened 

Pugliese said he should take 
Meakin, Baron & Co. in as partners 
They told him they’re ested 
only in musie. 


nte 
JTAUe 


Gene Krupa Not Booked 
Jamestown, N. Y., Aug. 6 
Gene Krupa band had a night off 
here recently when it appeared at 
the Celoron Park Pier and found 


that, according to the management, | 


it was not’ booked. There wes 
no advance advertising for Krupa so 
ke and the boys, sailor-like, visited 
the local nightspots and enjoyed a 
short vacation. 

Morrie Brennan house band played 
for the dancers. 





Canadian National Exhibition 
Cates in Toronto are as follows: 
Duke Ellington, Aug. 23-24; Jimmy 
Dorsey, Aug. 26-28; Benny Good- 
man (with Eddy Duchin optional), 
Aug. 29-31; Sammy Kaye, Sept. 2-3: 
Tommy Dorsey, Sept. 4-7. 


from people living near the open-air 
dance places. | 

Another rule makes it mandatory | 
for floors to be sufficiently enclosed 
so dancing couples aren't visible to! 
anybody on the outside. Several | 
summer danceries will be affected by | 
new mandates, and will cost them | 
plenty to remodel sufficiently to get | 


a Board okay. 





SLASH, PUSH 
CLASSICALS 


Records has sliced its 
half this week on all 
and semi-classical records, 
at the same time announcing a+} 
radio and magazine’ exploitation 
drive to cost about $300,000 during 
the next four months. Under the 
revised scale, top price for all rec- 
ords will be $1 each, including all 
inventory now on hand as well as 
forthcoming output. 


Columbia 
prices in 
classical 


Radio campaign will include spot 
announcements on a_ four-a-day, 
five-days-a-week schedule in all 
major markets throughout the coun- 
try, starting Sept. 3 and continuing 


until Christmas. Series of five-a- 
week recorded ‘Masterworks of 
Music’ programs will also be 


spotted on various local outlets. In 
most cases the business will go to 
CBS stations, but may be given to 
others if necessary to obtain proper 
coverage. Benton & Bowles is plac- 
ing this and the magazine business, 


Aecording to the new price sched- 


ule, records formerly at $2, $1.50 
and $1 will be scaled at $1, 75c and 
50c, respectively. Albums _ pre- 
viously $12 and $10 will be $6 and 
$5.50, respectively. Company claims 
that increased sales, plus new and 
improved equipment costing $600,- 
000 and perfected over a period of 
two years at its Bridgeport (Conn.) 


plant, make possible the drastic re- 
duction. 

Victor some time ago issued a new 
classification of Black Seal classical 


records at $1 top, with a semi- 
classical record ai 75c. At the same 
time Columbia announced its new 


announced 
Stckowski's 


price slash, the company 
it had signed Leopold 
new Youth Orchestra and the 
York Philharmonic-Symphony 
chestra, with John Barbirolli, 


« »¢ 
racis 


New 
Or- 
ex- 
clusive cont 


J. DORSEY, ANDREWS 
BIG AT STEEL PIER 


Atlantic City, Aug. 6. 
With combination of Jimmy Dor- 
sey orchestra and Andrews Sisters, 
and about 500,000 people here for 
the week-end, the Steel Pier drew 
largest crowd Saturday and Sunday 
(3-4) for several years. Dorsey 


_played week-end and was followed 


by Mitchell Ayres, for week’s stay. 
Orrin Tucker orchestra with Bon- 


nie Baker skedded for Sunday (11). 
Larry Clinton's band also to play 
this day and for week following. 


Alex Bartha and his house orch will 
alternate. 


|The new writers, cognizant of the 
| instrumental flexibility, must be in- 
| fluenced in 
| the musical limitations of the instru- 


| find these limits and fences broken 


| times it even sounds like a piano. It 
{is possible to sustain a note indefi- 


,; piano, phonograph or 


, dates back to 1918. 


NIti 
LIGATION 





All Sorts of Musical Instru- 
ments Now Wired fer 
Sound Amplification and 
the Result Widens Orches- 
tration Manipulation 





CHI EXHIBIT 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Amplification has moved in on the 
music instrument industry. Having 
crept in here and there during the 
past few years, radio amplification 
has since made notable innovations. 
The scope of these changes were in- 
dicated by the exhibits at the Music 
Trades Convention in the Stevens 
hotel here last week. 

Anything with a string now has a 
radio attachment to give the instru- 
ments new tonal qualities. Elec- 
tronic treatment of these instruments 
has opened up new musical horizons 
that must change the future course 
not only of musical interpretations 
ut also of musical compositions. 


their composing. For- 
merly restricted and hemmed in by 
ments themselves, composers. will 
down with the resultant 
vista remarkably enlarged. 

Violins, guitars, ukeleles, 
zithers, pianos and others 
available with electrical 
tion. 

Story & Clark Piano Co. is hitting 
the market with a piano amplified 
by RCA Victor radio system and 
tagged Storytone. It makes it pos- 
sible to adjust the piano to sound 
like a harpsichord or a celeste. Some- 


musical 


banjos, 
are all 
amplifica- | 


nitely and to get diminuto or cre- 
scendo effects on a single note or 
chord. 

Hammond's Solevo 


|tunes on each 





Laurens Hammond has invented a 
new Hammond musical contrivance 
called a Solovo, which is pre 
to any piano. It is a small keyboard | 


that is played through electrical | 
amplification and gives effects simi- 
lar to those of the organ, though 


making it possible to simulate vari- 
ous instrumental effects with the} 
right hand while carrying left hand | 
accompaniment on the piano. 

Ansley Radio Dyna-Tone, 
an amplified piano, harpsichord, ra- 
dio and phonograph combination. 
Everett Piano offers its Everett Elec- | 


nes its 


tronic Organtron. Krakauer Bros. 
have an electronic piano. Trio-Art 
comes up with a piano-radio com- 
bination that does everything but 
cook. It is a grand piano, automatic 
phonograph, recorder, microphone | 
all in one piane case, and contains | 


which makes it possible to 
change the tonal expressions of the 
radio. Schiller- 
displays its console} 
non-electric 


controls 


Cable proudly 
pianos which 


amplifier. 


have an 


RESUMES 1918 CONNECTION 


J. Russel Robinson Ke-joins W. C. 


Handy Firm 
J. Russel Robinson, composer of 
‘Margie’ and other tunes, has joined 
Handy Bros. Music Corp. as general 


professional 
a connection w 


manager, reestablishing 
ith W. C. Handy, that 
At that time the 
great Negro songsmith first brought | 
ofay Robinson east from Indianapo-| 


lis, where the latter hzs published 
‘Eccentric’ with Seidel, an indie 
firm. Under Robinson's deal with 


Handy, his copyright renewals will 
fall into that catalog. Handy pub- 
lished many of his compositions be- 
fore. 

Robinson is the Original 
Dixieland Jazz Band and, in between, 
has been professional man with 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder and/| 
other firms. 


one of 


: ‘Hit Parade of 1776’. 


GADGETRY 





IN Tommy Dorsey May Exit Publishing 


On Crest of Hit Song But He 


Still Says ‘It's a Natural Sideline’ 





LET DANCERS CLOWN 


And the Recording Is News—Busi- 
ness Hype Idea 
Buffalo, Aug. 6. 

Hypo to dull Thursday trade is 
recording stunt inaugurated last | 
week at Glen Casino, in suburban | 
Williamsville, which plays Bernie | 
Sandler orch. | 

Three patrons sing or clown for. 
platters, which are played back over 
p.a. system. Tyro takes home the 
disc. 








JUSTIN STONE 
CASUALTY OF 
BMI-ASCAP 


Bridgeport, Aug. 6. 

First casualty of ASCAP-BMI 
grief in Connecticut is Justin 
Stone’s band at Seven Gables, Mil- 
ford, off WICC sked following non- | 
compliance with station order that 
remote orchestras include two BMI 
shot. Stone took a 
strong stand against WICC, stating 
that nothing in station’s contract | 
with nitery gave exhaler right to 
dictate songs to be performed. 

‘It costs a band a lot of money for 
arrangements, and it is possible to 
do only a few a week,’ said Stone. 
‘I try to make up arrangements of 
songs I think will be popular. I 
don’t care whether they’re ASCAP 
or BMI tunes. I will have to be the 
judge of what arrangements I do 
and what songs I can play with my 
band.’ 


YANK ASCAP CARTOON 
FROM N.Y. WORLD-TELLY 


Cartoon kidding radio’s attempt to 
get along without ASCAP music ap- 
peared in the N. Y. World-Telegram 
last Wednesday (31). It vanished, 


| however, after the first edition. W-T 


execs declared removal resulted 
from need for the space for news 

Reports, nevertheless, were that 
something more pressing than cable | 
dispatches from Europe might have 
accounted for the ousting of the 


comic strip on Page 1 of the second 
section. It was pointed out that 
Scripps-Howard, which owns the 
World-Telegram, also operates four 


radio stations and needling their ef- 
forts to subsist on ancient tunes 


|may not have appeared to be good 
| business. 


Scripps-Howard _ stations 
are WCPO, Cincinnati: WNOX, 
Knoxville; WMC and WMPS, both of 
Memphis. 

Some even more cynical folks also 
were wont to tie up Merlin H 
Aylesworth and the missing cartoon 
Aylesworth, now an attorney in pri- 
vate practice, was up until about a 
year ago the publisher of the W-T 
And before that he was NBC prez 

Cartoon, by Will B. Johnstone, had 
six panels, first of which depicted 
an announcer at station NG spieling: , 
‘Kate Smith will now sing ‘Yes, We 
Have No Good Music, We Have No 
Good Music Today’. Radio program 


|in another box included: ‘Rhapsody 


in Old, Expired Copyrights’ and 
|‘Melodeon Flops of 1864’, Gene 
Krupa, further along, was playing 


‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ in the 
Final burn for 


the broadcasters was a radio set 


| blaring, ‘We now bring you the ama- 


teur hour with works of composers 
controlled by the networks. We 
pause a moment for you to tune out.’ 

Cartoonist Johnstone is 
ASCAP member by virtue 


also an 


of past 


' musical comedy librettos 


By ABEL GREEN 


Tommy Dorsey finds that his set- 
up with Mrs. Milton Weill in the 
Sun Music Corp., despite the fact 
that Dorsey’s firm now has the No. 
1 song of the country, ‘Tll Never 
Smile Again,’ is too much of a head- 
ache and he’ll probably bow out of 
the publishing business. In taking 
over the Weill catalog from the 
widow of the Chicago music pub, 
Dorsey (Sun) guaranteed her $5,000 
a year drawing account and 25% of 
the business. 

It’s no secret that the old estab- 
lished music publishers have frowned 
upon the idea of dance maestros 
becoming heads of their own music 
businesses for more than one reason. 
Basically, it’s an economic: dread on 
the theory that for every pet song 
plugged by a maestro-publisher— 
whether it’s his own song, or as a 
logrolling exchange with other 


/maestros who have their own angles 


with songs—that limits the plugs for 
the business at large. But beyond 


,that is the belief that the Dorseys 


and the Lombardos, Warings and 


| Goodmans and Scotts—to name some 


who have a piece of a music busi- 
ness—should stick to their batoning 
chores and leave music publishing 
and song-hit making to those already 
in the business, 

Just about the time that a few of 
the bandleader-pubs were thinking 
of quitting the publishing end of it, 


several of them got hold of hits. 
Notably Dorsey’s ‘Never Smile 
Again,’ and also the Lombardos 


(Olman Music) and Fred Waring’s 
(Words & Music) each had a couple 
of promising songs. 

On the Crest 


Dorsey now feels that if he’s 
gonna bow out, he’ll do it while he’s 
a success, and on the crest of the 
biggest hit in the country—not when 
he’s flopping as a song-hit picker and 
maker. His ‘Never Smile’ has gone 
100,000 copies exactly and that means 
it’ll hit 200,000 at least, having been 
put over almost single-handedly by 
the maestro from his Hotel Astor 
Roof (N. Y.) spot, and with but one 
professional man on his Sun Music 
staff. Dorsey’s own RCA Victor (75c 
label) recording sold 118,000 platters. 

Dorsey, incidentally, answers the 
captious music publishers who have 
openly expressed antagonism to the 
bandmen-music pubs by observing, 
‘Why isn’t it natural for me or 
Waring or Lombardo or any of the 


others turning to the music busi- 
ness? It’s about the only other 
thing we've been trained for, be- 


sides leading a band. As conductors °° 


we know, or at least should know, a 


few things about what makes for 
song hits. Considering that you 
can’t always stay up on top, why 


wasn't it a wise thing for me to 
fortify myself by tackling a modest 
little music publishing business? Now 
that I've done it and proved I can 
make it a hit, I now find that there 


are other ramifications and perhaps 


it now suits me to bow out, espe- 
cially as I’m now hooked up with my 
partner, But that doesn’t mean that 
music publishers should resent the 
basic jdea!’ 


FREE CONCERTS ISSUE 
ON CIVIC AND LEASE 


St. Louis, Aug. 6. 

Execs of the St. Louis Symph Soe 
ciety are balking at dishing out two 
cuffo concerts if it has to pay $12,500 
annual rental for the opera house in 
the $7,000,000 Municipal Auditorium 
and a contract for the quarters is 
still up in the air, The symph execs. 
said they would give the two cuffo 
concerts annually during a three- 





year contract at $10,000 but city fathe _ 


ers wanted the cuffo concerts at @ 
$12.500 rental. 

The society’s two year contract 
expired last April. It calls for a 
rental of $10,000 for the first year 
and $15,000 for the second. 
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15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending Aug. 3. 





Music Sellers 


1940) 


FAILS TO POST BOND 


Albert Wolsfield Loses Action on 
Di: missal from Bench 





Bands at the Boxoffice 


| issn 


Poe: | Albert H. Wolsfield’s suit against | (Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cope, 
I'll Never Smile Again .. Sun |Gray Gordon, the RCA Manufactur-| ¢harge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
ting ie Ait Ss piel Gahan ene _, Shapiro jing Co., and NBC was dismissed | Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel gine 
ed Bess Americn ..... .. Berlin pe gt Poca in “3% a mgood room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
6 Agr eee ae eaasl _. Miller cour »y Judge urray uiber e holiday price.) 
ert rs is Islanc BVC plaintiff, also known as Allan Fields | Covers = Total 
Play Men A navy . 'Santly jena Al Fields, was suing for an in-| 4 og Hotef | Naa wee Pay ary 
ABYIMALTCS crc cercsecrecs Sa - : : ‘ ate 
- “ae : ‘ofits and , ici aay 3 a 
pet Sa: dy Meets Deb’ Feist junction, accounting of profi ‘ow Lincoln (225; 50c-$1)............ 2. oT 
acuuedier Sone dessins me r dperen awed, Robbins | damages, claiming infringement of his | ppg oral pag "400. " ¢-$1.50). 13 1,302 ances 
When the Swallows Come Back — owe ——- tig Ase ~ Pe Benner Everett Hoagland.Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........  ¢ 490 190 
ze an .. Marks : : Ae r ‘sey* tor 0 eee ao Ae Oa 1 033 Que 
Breeze and I .... a Robbi and used by him under the title of wn Dorsey As or (900; = $1) ay . a 3,033 34,908 
I'm Stepping Out With a Memory To ARC ins an Dade Giieke? Bh tne atonal the Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 1 1,296 15,596 
sin - aah = Sve 2 200: 50). i ie & » ON 
Faas rd CLill an Russe Feist defendant Gordon calls his orchestra | Alvino Rey......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............ . 6 450 ATS 
ue Lovebirc lian st Tick Tock al cheatra’\o7 
Lessons from Mme. LaZong 7 ford few! ane Roce oe pact a © Ast pistes indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
rawior j . . 7 - 


Hear My Song Violetta........ 


*Filmusical 














Band Reviews 








BEN BERNIE’S ORCHESTRA (19) 


| Saturday group was getting its tempo 


under that title. and NBC broadcast 


| tra. 


The complaint was dismissed for | 


| failure of the 
with an order of Judge 
Conger, made May 13, in which 
Fields was ordered to post security 
for costs. 


plaintifY to comply 


' 
| 
| programs featuring Gordon's orches- | 
; 


Edward A. | 


major draw. 


Dick Kuhn band followed Lyle 
Carlyle this week into Hotel Stat- 
ler, Buffalo. 


{Total represents four days. 


On the Upbeat 





goes to Biltmore Hotel, Provider: a, 
mR. 2. {oF | Fun. 


Daryl Harpa and his Americonga 





With Bailey Sis‘ers, Donald Saxon, across satisfactorily. The band rates o,° Morgan Thomas orch back at band renewed for eight weeks at 

Johnny Ryan | above the average heard in this spot, | 0 itica a Crystal Beach, Ont., ballroom, suc- Florentine Gardens, Hollywood 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. _ but doesn’t quite hit the top pace. ceeding Frank Bogart crew. 

Ben Bernie’s current tour, which | This is possibly due to the newness | het lil Pinky Temlin and crew moved 
takes advantage of every roll-cail of |of the crew and time holds the an- | ) e Bey Messuheiie ae ae at into the State Line Country Club at 
the faithful, such as Rotary Clubbers, swer as to its future development, | ‘ . Lake Tahoe, as Bill Roberts 

7 ’ , “5? lav although it “ars to be s Moonlite Garden, Green Island, “ake anoe, as Bi oberts moved 
businessmen’s and farmers’ conclaves, although it appears to be set up on} : ; poe 
has been moderately successful, even | solid standard. N. ¥. ; 


if battered at the b.o. by winds, rain, 
and hot spells night after night. 
Here, the gross was a full $150 short 
of needed currency to pay him off. 
but he was bucking a torrid wind 
bearing blistering temp (106-109 de- 
grees af night-time). 
Heat wave served to show Bernie’s 


| arrangings, 


Norvo is featured 
phone, which also 
terent in the way of hotel bands, and 
has a list of 10 to man the instru- 
ments. Allen Hanfon, guitarist, and 
Lyle Dedrick, trumpeter, tend to the 
with Hanlon 
himself to a sweet 


on the xylo- 


is something dif- | 


With Hoofing 


devoting | 
style and Dedrick | 


Jan Savitt and Charlie Barnet set 
one-niters Aug. 11 and 25, respec- 
tively, at Pleasure Beach, Bridge- 
| port, Conn, 


Etzi Covato banc laying off in 
Pittsburgh for a month following run, 
at Lookout House, Newport, Ky.. 


| prior to opening engagement in Sep- 


tember at Club Royale in Detroit 





St. Louis, Aug. 6 Benny Carter -one-nighted Sunday e. . 
é se he put the! generally working out the more ; i : . eae Mean Cite, Sid De Feo’s orchestra, with Rose 
dais character, because he p ~ <a Feta A Besides Norvo| Jitterbugs and politics don’t mix (4) at Roton Point Park, South Nor- PP ris 3 Beltys a, R 
patrons immediately at ease by | rhythmatic numbers. sis ser Phe dt Gaeta ; walle, Cian Marlo, blues singer, now at the Para- 
ordering Coats off the band, and went and Hanlon, the rhythm section in- | Very well in this neck of the woods , . 


down to suspenders and_ rolled 


cludes Lionel Trouting at the piano; 


and Gov. Lloyd Stark, 


attack on his two Opponents, duked 


unsuccessful | 


mount Restaurant, Saratoga Springs 


> 








Ietar senris ie “ car — 
sleeves himself. He drew a larger | Pete Peterson, string bass, and Bill in his quest for the Democratic toga| Ray De Maris orchestra at Battle ated eines ee of spot 
cross-section of middle aged, and Cavanaugh on drums. Conrad Gazzo | for vice- president a and currently in House Roof, Mobile, Ala. Maris is Secarras, Cuban flutist-saxist. and 
elderly people than any other band teams with Dedrick on trumpets, and!|a three-cornered fight as the Demo-| featuring Peggy Peer, soloist, at one } riot . my Ate 
during the year, and the dancing, , Pete Skinner slides the trombone. | oratie nominee for Senator for time on the ‘Hour of Charm’ pro- lis eight-piece swing-rumba orches- 
partly due to the heat which made! Reed trio are Pete Mondello, Ray | Missouri. found it out last week. The gram tra, opened at the Glen Island Ca- 
bodily contact unpYeasant, and partly | Anderson and Ted Goddard. Norvo Gq ce, eeiatindiaaes 4 ee eee eee eee Bae sino in Westchester Saturday night 
due to a desire to listen and watch, | carries Linda Keene as throaty bal- | GOV. resplendent in summer formals a (27) and will remain for the balance 
Was at a minimum. lad singer |chose the S.S. Admiral for one of| The Three Suns, late of KDKA, of the season, with three shots o: 

Besides Bernie’s good - natured New as it is. band’s rhythms are of his stump speeches. {[t was on a Pittsburgh, have moved into Peter | the air weekly over WJZ from there 
mannerisms, tortured fiddle, easy | standard calibre and tinkling by night when the mercury had soared Stuyvesant Room of Stuyvesant Booked by Jay Faggen. 
gab, and general pleasantries with Norvo gives it slight variation. | above the 90 degrees mark and the hotel, Buffale. Sharing billing with : : 5t 
the audience, he hangs entertainment Thou sh customers probably arent boat was packed with 2.500 cus- Roberta. thrush and Bol Vices *\ 
assignments on the two male vocals, | aware of the newness of the music, a! tomers. mostly jitterbugs ee eee -_ ° aes Tommy Dorsey’s band opens the 
Donald Saxon, baritone, and Johnny few more hotel stands will benefit) pre Gov. took his stand in the air panne. ; new Palladium ballroom in Holly. 
Ryan, tenor. and the comely cuties, | the outfit. ee eee oe eee wee ath CHS alt= Suns have four pickups weekly, wooq Oct 15. Booking is for . 
June and Sue Bailey. Each is a nee pmnsengg eee pasa em ane us pres- two NBC-Red and two local on weeks with options 7 - 
groover and terp stopper. LLOYD HU NTER’ S ORCH (14) } ence irked the dancers who, m- WBEN. m - '. I st »- 

Bernie favors all his trumpets on | King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. ;patient to begin their terping, booed - ania 
the instrumental fancies. the trio be Lloyd Hunter is a first trumpet;the State’s chief exec. The playing Dal Richards nates at tas Willie Rotar, who headed a smati 
ing Charlie Huffine, Bunny Snyder, | man, and racks himself on the back ;of ‘Anchors Aweigh’ and ‘God Bless he os ye va repented - : . ran- combination in a Youngstown, O 
and Joe Bauer, and Mac McGarrity | tier with the other brasses, while | America’ by the boat’s orch softened orama Roof orchestra, " Hetel Van- tavern (Crystal Tavern), has joined 
gets the trombone call to shine. | vocalist William Kyles does the mike ithe dancers and they gave the Gov. couver, Vancouver, B. C., has a new Bob White's band in Michigan 
Nick Brodeur, pianist, is a specialty | work, and takes the beating of the la mild hand when he finished his | sing find,’ 13-year-old Juliette. stan! 
trickster at the keys. Other brass | request babblers up front. This col- | < nen he finishe lis Fs 

| 4 


men are trombones Ray Noonan and 


of the tune done, both fore and aft, 


|ored orchestra has been a small town 


Rostrum population ineludes be- 


Prof. S. Stephenson Smith, ASCAP 


Eddie Bush, Hawaiian band leader 


years and nine months and. commits 


° 
Charles Castaldo: saxes, Bill Herr- | fixture, in the cheaper ballrooms, for | 45 Many y Of the Gancers wtw wees at the Hurricane, N. Y., inked to an Artie Shaw Makes Peace 
mann, Frank Myers, George Bone, | several years. | to shake his hand and then retired _ aad oak As : : idee ; 
Joe Forchetti: drums, Ray Michaels:| No colored assembly can stay away |to the upper deck of the boat | ¢X¢/usive writer's contract with Rob- 
bass. Bovd Bennett; and guitar, | from the amusement thev get out of | throughout the rest of the three- bins Music. Hollywood Aug 8 
Bernie Scherer. juggling notes, and jamming, alto-| hour trip. —— * ollywood, Aug. % 
Bernie takes a few cracks at Win- | gether, but Hunter keeps them away | an he ee ee Frank Suttle, Benny Meroff’s for- Artie Shaw end the General 
chell, then in the absence of the | from it as much as possible. |The | mer vocalist, is a new addition to’ Amusement Corp. last week got to- 
gabber, takes a few at himself by di-|terp urge commonly dispensed by | ASC AP Aj ] Ww iS k Alvino Rey’s orchestra at the Bilt- | gether on a settlement of their con- 
a Ct ae elie mage dag horse ag hi hg tuft ‘eer anand spea |} more Hotel N. Y. Starting next week | tract differences. Shaw has signa- 
e} yiolini 3 a r crew he s off s . dehy 6 nex : \ 4 
eceatalic st ghee: gen aa pat oh Bl oo pve sory me | At Dramatists Assembly Bunny Shawker replaces mares Jen- sect hae, ae with the bo ) 
apologetically announces the name | often sweet, arrancements. | San Francisco, Aug. 6 kins as drummer in Rey’s outfit. }ing organization. t runs for three 
| 
| 


and any number of other little | sides Hunter and Kyles. Willie Long, educational counselor, will be cne of Duke Ellington and Charlie Barnet him to book everything exclusively 
asides which get him away nicely | Nathaniel Bates (hot), trumpets; the yale? ogi aia vedas the mc:.,; have waxed discs of Miller's new through that office. Shaw is aiso 
with those present. His is a comfy | Raymond Byron and Archie Brown, |‘€ Major speakers at the Third number, ‘At A Dixie Roadside Diner’, | barred from making any future rep 
os srged and it pervades the whole|trombones: Leslie Holt, John Hill, | Dramatists Assembly at Stanford U ; : resentation deals with other agents 
joint when he’s the kingpin. Art. Steve Broaders, and James Bythe- Aug. 12-17. One add ‘Our Satire Alexander Haas’ orchestra playing until his GAC contract has actu ally 
pnoqntictenmiibiiapeads wood, saxes: Debo Mills, drums;!/in Wartime,’ will be aired on NBC at for the British War Relief S x, ‘ty in | expired 
RED NORVO ORCHESTRA | Junior Johnson, piano; Dave Finney, | 9:30 p.m., Aug. 14. = ' re : ritish ar Re mek ae ACY b: ae ' ” 
Terrace Grill, Hotel Muchlebach guitar; and Elbert Smith, bass. | Assembly will cover all phases of ewport, R. I. and stays to fulfill Settlement also makes it manda- 
Kansas City, Mo. _Okay in the field for which de- ltheatre and one session will study °* ¢™gagements there during the tory for Shaw to pay GAC commis- 
Current stand of Red Norvo in the , Signed. Art. | Community Cinema as represented ‘™s tournaments. sions on his Burns and Allen pro- 
Terrace Grill is his first with this 7 by ‘The Prowler,’ mystery film pro- —_—_ gram (Spam-NBC), even though the 
crew since its organization three Vi M Still R | duced by high school nial ‘meamadubihe Sam Donahue, formerly a saxo- engagement had been negotiated 
months ago. It is, moreover, the iC eyers ti uns ity of Willits. Cal phonist with Gene Krupa, has joined | through the William Morris office 


first hotel date, as ball rooms, parks 
































d ight have | the ror Harry James’ band. New contract was worked out while 
and one-nighters have been rou- a Tom Rockwell, GAC rez as 
ine thus far. his uired a bit of seattle, ig. 6. e ; 5 7AC prez, wa: 
Tales canae to = Reng sey a in tr Seattle, Aug. 6 | SINGERS HEAD UNITS Don Bestor has added Gary Stevens, spending a two weeks’ vacation at 
fined spot such as the Grill but by'. Vic Meyers, dance orchestra leader, | first trumpet and vocalist. Joined’ his ranch near Hollywood. 
= ‘ ~ |is running for a third term as lieut- Don Huston, Hal Durwin form Own) crew in Washington. 
—— = |enant governor of this state. He had! Orchestras i + ——— = 
been thinking on filing for governor, | Lou Breese opened two-week en- 
but present incumbent, Clarence D. | Chicago, Aug. 6. | gagement at Kennywood Park, Pitts- J 
P Martin is running for re-election,| Two former band vocalists are or- burgh, Monday (5), succeeding Mal 
and Meyers figures the second spot} ganizing their own orchestras here. | Hallett outfit. 
easier to make |} Don Huston, for many years at the ee 
At present the bandman is manag-/| Chez Paree and lately with the Lou Howard Becker band, which went 
ing a‘country dance hall in central| Breese orchestra there, is on his own | into Pines, Pittsburgh, for two weeks € 
And HIS ORCHESTRA Washington, planning to enlarge it;now and readying his own band.} in May, will stay there for the sea- 
into a full fledged dude ranch as| Will use 12 men plus a femme war-| ;s rhic rinds ( al ay HIS SINGING TRUMPET 
sie 9, Reno, Nev.; 10, Oak- ee ao a : rem eo son, which a on Labor Day AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
land, Cal.: 11, Oakland, Cal.; ———— |Fabian Andre as pianist and ar-| Everett Hoagland returns to Bill watuiaie a , 
a ‘ Ke ranger, is working out the musical ; Green’s Terrace Gardens. Pittsburg » Je 
{} 12, Los Angeles, Cal. Don Ricardo’s orchestra will play | cot ns for H ian ms 9 e Gardens, Pittsburgh : 
} 7 at the Blue Crystal Night Club,|* 3 purwin. Monday (12) for second engagement WEEK AUG. 10 
‘ = at - Z pd rysta 1g 2" g. 23 | Hal Durwin, who was the singer | there this summer. D 
nirara, O., when it reopens Aug, | with Shep Fields orchestfa, is build- trecti. 
Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY after a three-week remodeling | ; “ely ; ea treclion 
7e-\ ing band reportedly similar to the Jack Meakin band stays at Rivier 
17 East 49th St, New York eric ed Sam Parilla, ni oe al se OS OS SUNOS, 
: a apeiaen agi Ten FREE, SR | Fields aggregation. | Pittsburgh, until Aug. 21, when it GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 






































SAM COSLOW’S LATEST BALLAD — A SURE HIT! 


SUNG BY FRANCES LANGFORD IN RKO’S 





DREAMING OUT LOUD 


“DREAMING OUT LOUD” 














FRANK KELTON, NEW YORK COSLOW MUSIC, 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


MATTY KEMP, HOLLYWOOD 
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Lefty Harks Back to When ‘Contact | 
Men’ Were Just Called Songpluggers 


— 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. | 


Seeeerintinaiep | 


Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 6. | 
Dear Joe: 

Me and Aggie sure got a great kick out of last week's special ASCAP 
VARIETY Number. Looking it over sure turned on a memory switch for us. | 
It turned the pages back to the old vaudeville days and the great guys we 
met that were part of the great song publishing business. 
second verse writers, catch-line writers, parody 
writers, piano players, professional managers, arrangers and pluggers. 

And what a grand bunch of guys those pluggers were. They'd get in 
vour hair on rehearsal days trying to get you to do one of their firm’s | 
numbers in your act, they'd even settle if you used a chorus for ‘bows.’ 
They'd bribe doormen, leaders, Managers, ushers and porters to bring in | 
their card to you, and they'd come out of the woodwork and from under 
grass mats. How they could gab. They could make a Whippoorwhill 
change its theme song if they could corner him at a stagedoor. 

Who could forget grand guys like Sammy Levy and Jimmy Flynn? 
Sammy once told his boss, Max Winslow, ‘Either I get a raise or more 
respect around here.’ Sammy settled for a raise. And spe aking about Max 
Winslow, his singing voice sounded like grinding up celery, but how he 
could demonstrate a song! He was tops. 

Veterans like Eddie Abeles and Sammy Smith, who are still going strong. 
Swell fellers like Jack McCoy, Harry Tenney, Mack Goldman, Rubey 
Cowan, Elmore White, Melville Morris, Georgie Joy, Al Cook, Harry Link, 
Solly Cohen, Murray Ritter (now in the laundry and cleaning business), 
Dave Ringle, Jimmy Rule, George Green, Arthur Fields, Joe Goodwin, 
George Piandosi, Maurice Abrahams, Mose Gumble, Joe Santly, Al Downs, 
joe Keith, Bob Miller (now president of the Contact Mens Assn.), Archie 
Fletcher, Joe Hollander, Al Beilin, Willie Horowitz, Jimmy McHugh, | 
Benny and Leo Edwards, George Marlo, Al Porgie, Larry Spier, Rocco 
Vocco, Charley Warren, Lon Mooney, Frank Marvin, Phil Kornheiser. 
They would cover theatres, cafes, dance halls, armories, fights, six-day | 
bike races, chowder parties, picnics, confirmations and weddings—anything 
to get a plug in. 

And when you played out of town you'd be entertained like a king in 
Chicage by Frank Clark, Milton Weil, Cockeye Kramer, Charlie Goldberg | 
and Henry Bergman. In Pittsburgh, Joe Hiller and McNamarra would | 
show you the high spots. In Frisco, Harry Bush, the Lone Wolf, would | 
point out the healthy places. In Philly your hosts would be Jack Mills, | 
Renny Cormack, Bobby Heath, Freddy Wright, Ed Edwards and Happy 
Thompson. In Buffalo Murray Whiteman would be your pal and guide. 
While in Boston Don Ramsay, Charlie Goldberg, Frankie Rice and Frank 
Auger would grab the check. 

Piano Hounds 


Songwriters, | 


double-version writers, 


Memories of piano-players running over songs for vou hours at a time 
a tiny room with second-hand air; they never get tired. 


in seemed to 


George Gershwin, Harry Tierney, Harry Akst, Elmore White, Joe Santly, | 
Johnny McLaughlin, Harry Warren, Ray Henders son. Phil Phillips, Walter 
Donaldson, Harry Ruby, Irving Aaronson, Harry Puck, Freddie Ahlert, 
Ted Snyder, Dave Dreyer, Nat Osborne, Joe Young, Arthur Johnson, 
Seymour Furth, Arthur Fields, Rocco Vocco and many other ivory pound- 
ers. Most of ‘em now rate high in ASCAP with dozens of hits to then 
credit, and some of ‘em are pounding out sweet melodies for the boys and 
girls ‘Upstairs.’ 

Do you remembt®r the arrangers of those days like Freddy Ahlert, Minnie 
Blauman, Eddie Smalle, Freddie Phillips, Mortie Howard and Ray Brown? 


They made arrangements and orchestrations from a piano copy to 15 pieces 
‘with 15 pieces in the vou were carrying the 
symphony bands those days only had about 9 pieces). 


books onlv excess, ‘cause 


Gals in the Biz Too 


And there were gals in the publishing houses that were great too, like 
Julia Garrity, wow how she could plug a song! Doris Tauber, could she 
play a piano? A double yes to that. Ana Kathryn Joyce, Frances Kahn 
and that grand gal Ruth Young. Great personalities and swell women 
folks. 

You know, a lot of actors started their careers plugging songs: they were 
ico young to go on the stage so sang from a stage-box or from the gallery, 
and-many an act they put over with their baby sopranos and adolescent 
altos. Willie Howard first appeared in public singing from a box in 
Wallach’s theatre at a Treasurer’s Benefit for Jack Norworth. Willie got 
nervous and chewed on the lyrics but finished okay on the high note; the 
song was ‘When the Spring Time Comes Around. Al Jolson plugged 
“When the Roses Bloom Again’ from the gallery for-Agnes Behler. Charlie 
O'Connor (American Quintet) used to plug ‘Dear Old Girl’ from band 
Stands. Henry (Clark &) Bergman sang for anybody: Fred Hillebrand f 
Truly Shattuck: Harry Rose for Ann Laughlin: Mel Klee for Al Herma 
Sid Silvers for Phil Baker: Willie Solar (in a bear-skin) for Bessie Wyn 

And up in Boston Jack Haley, Billy Glason and Corbett, Sheppard & 
Donovan sang at the drop of a hat or a lift of a curtain. Many songwrite1 
went into vaudeville to plug their songs and remained to become standard 
acts, such as Joe-E. Howard, Ernie Ball, Irving Berlin, Harry Von Tilzei 
Percy Weinrich, Gus Edwards, Maurice Abrahams, Frank Crumit, Jack 
Little, J. Kiern Brennan, Shelton Brooks, Lew Brown, Irving Caesar, J 
Fred Coots, J. Rosamond Johnson ‘(Cole & Johnson), George Meyer, Fred 
Bowers, Benny Davis, Harry Carroll, Lou Handman, Lew Pollack, Gitz 
Rice, Jean Schwartz, Abner Silver, Dave Stamper, Con Conrad and Anatole 


Friedland. 
Songsmithing Thespers 


Many of vaudeville topnotchers were songwriters but were established 
‘names’ before they were writers, Jim Thornton, Benny Ryan, Sollv Vio- 
linsky, Jack Norworth, Phi] Baker, George Jessel, Ed Wyn, Georgie Price 
Eddie Dowling, George M. Cohan, Ear] Carroll, Felix Be ard, Ben Bernie 
A. Seymour Brown, Johnny Burke, Paul Cunningham, Ha: Delf, Neville 
Fleeson, Bert Hanlon, Alex Hyde, Elsie Janis, Al Jolson, Bert Kalma 
Dolph Singer, Jimmy Steiger, Frank Westpl! Marion Sunshine Ra 
Perkins, Charles B. Lawlor, Sidney Clare, Eddie Leonard, L. Wolfe Gilbert 
George Whiting, Harry Breen, Jimmy Conlin ana plenty of othe) 

This was in the days of B. R. (Before Radio). The song business 
consisted of a happy fighting family. But things have changed. Now the 
pluggers are known as ‘contact men’ and have a fine organization, the 


Songwriters and publishers are all in ASCAP under thé leadership of one 
Of the grandest guys in all of show business, Gene Buck. Everything and 
everybody is ‘organized’ and ethical. But as for me and Aggie, give us the 
&£00d old days when you had to get to rehearsals early so nobody would 
use your song ahead of you; when headliners would have their piano play- 
€rs sit up all night to get the No. 1 rehearsal check; when publishers would 
Wine and dine you, pay for your photographs, maybe buy you a new trunk 


©r a dress for the wife, and if you were a real good ‘name act’ pay you 
nice dough every week you worked and plugged their numbers . besides 


£iving you nice covers for vour music free 


| t's all changed now like the lines on Aggie’s neck, but the memory 
ingers on. SEZ 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 
PS. Diaeit Miiekin sez, ‘Despair curses at midnight; Hope blesses at 


afternoon 


| Hollywood ASCAP 


British Best Sellers 


(For Week wneeng July 13) 


(Sixpenny Numbers) 


Singing Hills....... .Connelly 
Don’t Pass Me By Gay 
pS | er Wood 
Round-Up Song.. ...Day 
Ce ONT 6. és kc ob eadsce Norris 
i yh) rr ere Wright 
| Gay 
Let Curtain Down...Cinepheonic 


(Shilling Numbers) 


Nightingale Sang.. .Maurice 
Per i TOO kc ckins. Maurice 
Woodpecker Song..... ia in oc 
Beguine cia Chappell 
Man Paint Fence....... Prowse 








GENE BUCK PRESIDES 
AT H’WOOD ASCAP MEET 


Hollywood, 
Gene Buck planed in yesterday 
(5) from San Francisco, 
following his yearly visit to the Bo- 
hemian Grove festivities. Buck will 
preside at the annual meeting of 
members at the 
Hotel Ambassador tonight (6). 
With L. Wolfe Gilbert as chair- 
man of the arrangement committee, 
around 185 members are expected to 


Aug. 6. 


attend. Buck could not state yes- 
terday what might happen at to- 
jnight’s powwow, but any matters 


| that come up will likely be threshed 
out before the ASCAP prexy heads 


east, 





GIRL’S TRAGEDY 


Phil Spitalny Musician Dies on Her 
Wedding Day 


One of Phil Spitalny’s all-girl 
band, Gertrude Bogard, was to have 
married interne Thomas Bridges, of 
the New York Hospital, in Elizabeth, 


N. J., last Saturday (3) but died of, 
pneumonia on her wedding day. In| 


silent tribute the girls of the band 





| frank pro-Society adherent. 





Donald Flamm Discusses ASCAP In 
Lindy s While Ordering a Sandwich 


Donald Flamm, owner of 
New York, whose annual gross bill- 
|ings are estimated at $1,200.000 per 
jannum, and who pays ASCAP 
jlicense fee of $25.000 a vear, is a 
But he 


perceni- 


& 


has his own ideas about a 


age-of-the-commercial billings. 

In an informal discussion in that 
No. 10 Downing street of the pop 
music business, Lindy’s, en Broad- 
way, Flamm told a number of 
ASCAP directors that ‘mavbe 1 


should pay even more than I cdo for 
sustaining music. In fact, 1 feel that 
music is so important to us for the 
buildup of interest in our siation 
that I wouldn’t hesitate to pay an 
increased percentage. But en the 
other hand if Bell-Ans buys a time- 
signal from me, or 
a newscast period, or Sachs Furni- 
ture stages a quiz show, I don't think 
I should tack on an additional 5% 
or 7%% on that billing for ASCAP 
music, when these shows use nary a 
note. Certainly, if it’s a matter of a 
theme strain, I can easily switch 
them into the idea of some non- 
copyright or we could just make up 
one of our own. 

‘I don’t say that Sachs 
variety show, on the 
shouldn't pay ASCAP 
well for its wealth of music. But 
take those news  periods—why 
shouldn’t Hearst or UP or AP figure 
that those are the ‘lyrics’ of ow 
shows, and then decide to become 2 
participating co-partner with us on 
a percentage basis for the use cof 
their news dispatches?’ 

‘Yes, But—’ 


Furniture’s 
other hand, 
freely and 


and her former leader filed past her | centage is like a royalty on the box- 


bier at funeral services held yester-' 
dey morning (Tuesday) in the 
ertown Funeral Parlors 
town New York. 
Miss Bogard, who 
the electric guitar, 
xylophone. The 
orclestra contemplating 


in 


was 23, 

chimes 
only 
marriage 


according to Spitalny, she was} 
rehearsing with bridesmaids last | 
Friday (2) when she was stricken 

Rushed to the Sydenham Hospital | 
she was later removed to the New 
York Hospital where she failed to} 
rally from a semi-conscious state. | 
In her last words she expressed con- 
cern over her apparent inability to 


be on hand for Sunday night's ‘Hour 
of Charm’ broadcast. 

Spitalny curtailed a short vaca- 
tion to pay his respects and re- 
mained town for the services 
Though the entire orchestra was ot 
viously unstrung on Sunday’s broad- 
cast no mention was made of. the 
tragedy either to the studio audi- 
ence or over the air. Her friends 
who last week practiced for the! 
bride choir sang at the services. 

A native of Te Mis Bogard 
had been th Spitalny for about 
six yeal to have opened 
an engagement along with the 
orchestra at the N. Y. Strand, Friday 
(9) 

She is survived by her paren’s, 
Mr. and Mrs. William Bogard, and 
an aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. J. R 
Alexander of Elizabeth Her father | 
came from Boise, Idaho, by plane 
to be at her bedside. 


Clyde Doerr Bankrupt 


Clyde Doerr, sax player on Majo1 
Bowes Sun broadcast for past six 
veal filec oluntary petition of 
ban pt I Brooklyr Federal 
ce t ing $19.275.49 j lia 
b rT I 4 z el $25 « which 
include } x Judge Marcus B 
Campbe appointed Eugene k 
O'Connoi J fe ee } bank 

p 1¢ « ne of \ ou 
creqaiior 

Major liability is a deficiency judg- 
ment of $12.527 in a foreclosure ac- 
tion. Doerr lives at Great Neck, | 
L. I. Goodspeed & Post are his at- 


torneys. 


Goodman Rests at Banff 


Convalescing from an operation on 
his back performed at the Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn recently, 
Benny Goodman has gone to Banff 
in the Canadian Rockies for further 
rest. 

He long suffered from sciatic 
pains 


Boy- | 
mid- | 


played | 
and | 
member of his | 








WMCA, 


Bromo-Seltzer | 


!usuai 15% and 2%, are your bex-« 
office. When Irving Berlin writes a 
Music Box Revue or a Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies, they could also have argued 
that these musical shows alse in- 
‘cluded the collaborations of, jJei’s 
say, a Josef Urban for scenery, an 
|Edward Royce for staging, a Semmy 
Lee for putting on the dances, a 
corps of librettists for the skeiches, 
not to mention the Marilyn Miilers, 
Bert Williams, Eddie Cantors. eic. 
'But Berlin, as the show author, as 
with any other authors, got a per- 
centage of the gross, right off the 
top. Sure, there were others shar- 
ing in percentage. Marilyn Miller 
got $3.500 a week guarantee avainst 
10% of the gross, for example 
Siagers and book writers, besides 
stars, share on percentage. That's 


show business, as it always has been, 
and will always continue to be 
‘Same goes for any big radic com- 


mercials, Royalty perceniage for 
use of ASCAP music we consider 
eminently fair. We ask for 74%%; 
maybe we'll settle for 6*; Five 
years ago we thought we had a ceal 
for 5% but it wound up actuaily 
averaging 234% due to certain book- 
keeping adjustments. Heace we've 
revised our claims against the sta- 


lions. It’s a break for the independ- 
ents in many respects.’ 

Along came the sturgeon sandwich 
and the Lindy’s’ masterminding 
ended, 





Lombardo’s 2,500 


Buffalo, Aug. €. 
| Turnstiles clicked fastesi this sea- 
son at Celoron Park, Jamestown, for 














The ASCAPites countered with | recent Saturday one-nighfer by Guy 
the idea that, no matter how radio | Lombardo. 
slices it, radio is in show business.| Count was 2,506 admissions, 606 
And, to quote one, ‘The ASCAP per- | couples parting with $2.25 for ade 
|; vance ducats and rest shelling cut 
office. Commercial billings, less the | $2.75 at door, 
ROL eRe ees eae cee I Te ee or ta SOR EM 





- WHY EXPERIMENT: 


We eliminote the gamble 





your program selections by 


publishing only hits proven in 
performances, requests ond | 
popularity on records. Follow 


THE ROBBINS WAY-— the most 
consistent publisher of hit songs 





| YOU THINK 0 


By the writers of 


MA 


The Most 


By the writers of 


COMING ! 


A Great Score by MACK GORDON ond HARRY WARREN sung by 
SHIRLEY TEMPLE in the 20th Century-Fox film, “Young People” 


| WOULDN’T TAKE A MILLION 


FIFTH 


TRA-LA-LA-LA 


E ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 799 Seventh Ave., New York & 


MURRAY BAKER, Gen -Prof Mor 





from Billy Rose's "NEW ACUACADE’ ot the N.Y. World's Foir 1940 


I'M STEPPING OUT 
WITH A MEMORY TO-NIGHT 


“Music Moestro, Plecse” 


Tolked About Hit On Music Rew 


The Song Everybody's Asking For... 


FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


“The Woodpecker Song” 
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Night Club Reviews 


or five years. Harger and 
Charlotte Maye are a neat ballroom 
team; Valya Valentinoff, Russe terp 
specialist; Cinarles Barnes, vocalist- 
m.c.; plus a ballet, a line of ponies 
‘and six showgirls. Miss Rand her- 





VICTOR HUGO | 


(BEVERLY HILLS) 


Beverly Hills, July 23. 

Lou Holtz, Milton Berle, Jack 
Benny, Phil Baker, Jack Gwynne, 
Sid Gordon, Janice Chambers, Matty 
Malneck Orch (12); minimum, 
Saturday and Sunday, $2; other 
nights $1.50. 

| 

Sunday nights along this sector 
have been what would be equivalent 
to the cinema's ‘boxoffice poison’. | 
It was just a slough night and no 
one made any bones about how bad | 
biz could be. At one time Earl! Car- | 
roll was all for closing down on the | 
Sabbath, trade dropped to such a low 
level. Then came Grace Hayes with 
,. @ modest pitch in the valley. By the 
Simple expedient of calling on the) 
professional talent that happened to 
drop in, a vogue was created that 
was to make the dread Sunday night | 
the top coin-getter of the week. 

So, Walter Guzzardi, boss of the 
Victor Hugo, went on record as 
‘that’s for us.’ Now it’s a trick to 
get into the bistro of a Sunday un- 
less you're a biggie in films or you've 
¢ Phoned in your reservation plenty 
early. 

On this catching Lou Holtz was 
emcee and talent grabber. Idea is 
to look around and go into a build- 
up for the, quarry. Holtz didn’t 
have to look past ringside to single 
out Milton Berle, Jack Benny and 
Phil Baker. Some others were bid- 
den to the floor mike but begged 
off. For doing his own turn and 
‘knowing’ people, Holtz was paid a) 
guarantee of $350 against all covers. 
Spot holds 550, which leaves not! 
mtich room to unlimber the nethers. 

Just in case there aren’t enough 
performers around or they shy away 
from the metallic monster, the house 
has hanging around the edges a few 
turns to keep the mob amused. This 
coterie, all of whom performed, in- 
cluded Jack Gwynne, magician; Sid 
Gordon, comedy fiddler who even 
gets music out of the box by picking 
the strings with his teeth; Janice 
Chambers, moppet singer. To round 
out the show Matty Malneck puts 
his sextet out on the floor for a few 
numbers popularized by his record- 
ings 

Berle and Baker really pitched in 
to help out Holtz. Benny cracked 
‘you’d think we come here for that 
purpose. If Holtz is not here next 
Sunday [I’m not coming.” It was the 
Jello comic’s second Sunday in a 
row at the spot. Berle got off a slew | 
of gags, fast-like, and then went into 
an hilarious strip tease with Holtz, 
both peeling to the waist with all 
the woo-woo gestures. Baker gave 


an imitation of Charles Boyer ad-| 


dressing a lamb chop and finished 
with his impressions of chorus girls 
in various frames of mind. 


On nights when biz is 


transferred to Paragon room just off 
the long bar. Auxiliary site seats 
200. Helm. 


BON-AIR, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 4. 
Abe Lyman Orch (16), Marty May, 
Betty Bruce, Grace and Nikko, Jane 
Froman, Rose Blane; Don Sterling 
Orch (6), Sammy Rose Line (16). 





Situated 25 miles north of Chi- 
zago, the Bon-Air country club 
an outstanding dining and dancing 
spot, with a nifty show current. 
There nothing around here this 
summer to compare with the Bon 
Air for atmosphere and value. 

Abe Lyman orchestra is 
its first appearance in the 
and, as always, is solid, with 
leader’s personality ever-present. 

Unite plays a neat session of dance 
music as well as.splendid show ac- 
companiment. Lyman’s violinists 
give his orchestra fine melodic quali- 


1S 


1S 


the 


‘orchestra is the band filler while the | 


| self does the fan and bubble special- 
appearance and a good sense of ties and, for her third (2 a.m.), show 
ballroom comedy. Rose Blane does there’s an al fresco ‘rhumba rum- 
not participate in the floor show, but | pus’ wherein all let their hair down. 
still does a bang-up job of warbling | 
with the Lyman band. Don Sterling | 





Hotel Edison’s Green Room ons) 

j is making a mistake not air condl- 
a: te ® | tioning itself. Mrs. Maria Kramer, 
da femme boniface of both the Edison 
and Lincoln hostelries, who prides 
herself on her showmanship and 
band-entrepreneurship, undoubtedly 
finds that the Lincoln’s Blue Room, 


Lyman group rests. 
competent job. 
Then there is Sammy Rose an 
his production numbers, moth-eaten 
and corny stuff that’s completely out | 
of place in the Bon-Air and looks 


| by developing 
slack, | 
usually Monday and Tuesday, the | 
main diner is closed and all activity | 


| weather 


| Morgan, 
| while going torcheroo 


making | 
nitery | 


particularly sad when tied in with a 
floor show so full of real and mod- 
ern talent. Gold. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 





Cleveland, Aug. 1. 


Paul Rosini, Parker and Fred- 





which seem sweet even when riding 
off-beat rhythms. Another innova- 
tion is ensemble vocalizing, high- 
lighting excellent work of Charlie 
Searle, Morrey Dradge and Dick 
Strayer, latter whamming crowds 
with his Hawaiian accent. Leader 
himself, tagged Cleveland’s Duchin, 
doesn’t let his piano dominate the 
crew but he warms it with some 
high and fancy key-juggling at mid- 
night sessions’ 

Heavy-set baritone half of Parker 
and Fredericks fills in as m.c. just 
fairishly, being inclined to repetition 
and being a bit nervous in introduc- 
tions. As a singer he’s nearly the 
whole act. Not only has swéll vocal 
personality but also a load of golden 
notes that win the audience when 
he tackles ‘Donkey-Serenade.’ Fem* 
me partner’s on the shrill, colorless 


side. 


which is airconditioned, does better 
than this spot, although Gray Gor- 
don’s band is on the crest of quite a 


+ Network Plugs, 8 AM. tol AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (July 29-Aug. 4). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 


denotes film song, + stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 








vogue at the moment. Gordon's ‘Tic 
Rock Rhythm’ is prolifically ether- 
ized and his tiein with the Victor re- 
cording of ‘I Am An American’ gives 
him extra values. It’s a neat sweet- 
hot band of 13 with Art Perry and 
(Miss) Meredith Blake handling the 


listings. ’ 
GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
All This, and Heaven Teo (7)...*ATAHT.............. Remick ....... 38 
RN Ne EP ial an ty ck 5a pain os CRS S Shee toe bee SEP $06064i0< - 35 
ee De Meee I OO i as 5 bc v0.05 eee tants oaee | LO ee an 
Orchids for Remembrance (5)..............ccccccccees ae . a 
You Think of Ev’rything (2)...+Aquacade............ Robbins ,..... /_ 
When the Swallows Come Back (6)...............008- Witmark ,..... 31 
OE Sg OG te oe Sah ee ina ace i yea Pea? Shapiro ...... 
rr rr rr rr es ss li sepa en bee cep went ee seune PUNE 66s. occ — 
Pe epee dks ase wel Famous ...... +e 
eee ee Se WOGUNEM CBD) ce So ccc en tas eas cesebed Crawford ~— a 
I'm Nobody’s Baby (8)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb..... . ae . 26 
I Can't Love You Any More (14) .....6. 0c. cveccsves ey e Ja 
is ss cae pend ancesabeeate Mercer ....... . = 


jing a 





Paul Rosini, a semi-annual visitor, 
breaks away from old turn of magic 
a new technique of 
sleight-of-hand in waltz time. 
layed delivery best illustrated in his 
cigaret palming, adding laughable 
element of surprise to an overdone 
trick. Other stunts from stock, too, 
but he knows how to slick them up. 
Barbara and Barry Leslie in formal 
attire earn their money in this hot 
with their energetic ball- 
room terping. Both suave and per- 
sonable, they get away from stereo- 


| typed adagio stuff by punctuating it 


with neat knee and hip twirling, 
managing to maintain air of coolness 
throughout. Interlude filler is Grace 
who personalizes a piano 





Nitery Followup 











John Buckmaster who came to at- 
tention at the Hotel 
Supper Room (N.Y.) with Greta Kel- 
ler is now esconsed in the Hotel Sa- 


| voy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge (N.Y.), and}, .* : : ‘ 
more than holding down the solo | hitian tunes by Augie Goupil en-| tract the spending crowd 


assignment in a tough spot following | titled ‘Tau Here’ and ‘Marcelle Va- Rogers fronts at the Baker hotel's 
| Peacock Terrace, with George Olsen | 


Hildegarde, Dwight Fiske, et al. 
Young English comedian has a fine 








Suit of Mario Maccaferri, musical 
reed manufacturer, against the Musi- 
cal Instrument Exchange, Inc., was 
dismissed yesterday (Tuesday) by 
N. Y. supreme court Justice Kenneth 
O’Brien. 


Suit sought an injunction 


against the defendants, plus $20,000 | 


damages. 

Action asserted plaintiff conducted 
his business in France up to Jan. 15, 
1940, when a U. S. manufacturing 
plant was opened. Immediately 
thereafter, 50,000 circulars advertis- 
reed called ‘My Masterpiece’ 
was sent to dealers throughout the 
country bearing a picture of Jimmy 
Dorsey opening the manufacturing 
plant with the smashing of a cham- 
pagne bottle. It is claimed the de- 


De- | fendant sent out similar circulars to 


the same dealers cutting the plain- 
tiff’s price on the reed. 


Music Notes 





Pullen. | 


i hine.” 
nade,” Ray Kinney uses the latter as | 


Aquacade hit, ‘Yours for a Song’ and 
producer of the strawhat musical, 
‘Two Weeks With Pay,’ which 


/opened the season at the Ridgeway | repertoire 


theatre, White Plains, N. Y., is do- 
ing the lyrics for Frankie 


new number, ‘Poker Face. 


| Music will publish. 





Buck Ram, composer of ‘Boog It’ 


jand ‘Slow Freight,” pacted to a two-| 
l year contract with Advance Music 
Algonquin’s , Corp. 


Miller Music publishing two Ta- 


Coupled with ‘Island Sere- 


Ted Fetter, composer of last year’s 








| Buenos Aires, 
' 


Masters’ 
Robbins | 


| dine 


ricks, Barbara and Barry Leslie,| vocals. Four reeds and five brasses,| Danny Boy (13)....... 2.2.2... - cece sce e eee eens -» American «.... 21 
Grace Morgan, George Duffy Orch! with four rhythm, under Gordon’s | Six Lessons from Madame La Zonga (8)............ eas Seawe eau a 
(1L); minimum $1.50 and $2. batoneering make for a brisk setup. seente one ¢ ER ‘1 + isa ids a me ee = 
is is Georg *s initi tel : ; meee UNOS POUTOUS (2). olka cccc sc cacceevs seeasee , a 
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One attributable point is that Dick | her. A personable, shapely miss, she | Make-Believe Island (15)............. RIES PE ee CS eee 13 
Marsh, manager of the Theo DeWitt | hoofs with the best of ‘em. Dorsey,| Call of the Canyon (1)..........-...0. ccc c eee cnneeeen Shapiro ...... . ia 
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“. ate eel ’ Gat the Mieén Out of Tour Byes (2)... 0. 6cccccsccases Paramount . 
three years since last local date, at FRENCH REED MFR oS ABC 
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Never Took a Lesson in My Life (1) 


GROSSES POORISH 


Bridgeport Beach Is Not Doing So 
Forte Just Now 


LESSENS MAX’S LOAD 


Louis Dreyfus, London evacuee, is 
handling business details at Chappell 
during his U. S. sojourn, leaving the 


Bridgeport, Aug. 6. 
Midseason dance biz off at Pleas- 
ure Beach, city-operated park. 


Will Hudson drew about 500 at Chappell of England firm in native 
55C, followed by Will Bradley-Ray hands. Since Henry Spitzer left the 
McKinley, who did less than 600 at firms, Max Dreyfus has been gen- 


66c, drop of 300 from stand earlier | 
in season, Last Sunday was better 
with Tony Pastor, about 750 at 66c. 


eral supervisor, but now with the 
| return of the other brother it light- 
ens the burden. 


Jan Savitt and Charlie Barnet Spitzer, meantime, under contract 
coming up August 11 and 25, re- | through July to the Dreyfus firms, 
spectively. plans returning to the publishing 


business with his own outfit. He’s 
dickering to acquire a catalog as a 
nucleus fer ASCAP membership. 





From Detroit Symphony 


Detroit, Aug. 6. 
At the request of his manager, the 
Columbia Concert Corp. Franco! 
Ghione, conductor of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra since 1937, has 


‘Alleges Infringement Of 
‘Let’s All Sing Together 


Alfred Music Co., Inc., filed suit 


been given his release. Contract had Friday (2) in the N, Y. supreme 
a year to run. |court against Bregman, Vocco & 

Ghione, a native of Italy, is at|@onn, Inc. Joe Audino, Nick Di 
present at the Teatro Colon in| Rocco, and Bill Keeshan, seeking an 


where he is chief di-|injunction, accounting of profits, 


rector of Italian and French Opera | and statutory damages against the 
jefendant’s publication of ‘Let’s All 

No mention of a successor has/| Sing Together,’ claiming the de- 
'been made fendants’ song was copied from 


as yet 


Dallas Dance Pick-Up 


the first time in years, local 
and dance patrons are being 


‘Valzer Trullallero,’ belonging to the 
plaintiff. 

It is asserted that the Italian song 
was written in 1935 and acquired in 
1/1938 by the plaintiff. On Feb 1, 
1940, the alleged infringing song of 
the defendants was placed on the 
| market, and is asserted to be copied 


treated to a selection of topnotch in hats ‘teehee a ska te ‘ue 
bands and attractions as the major De ee a ae ence, wow 
| plaintiffs’ song. 


spots here vie with each other to at- | oe 
Toledo’s Juke-Box Tax 


For 





Buddy 


slated to follow Aug. 8 











ac < i x arti ar i~ra< rs Rh 
— ne oe yp nnn Marrenastat sense of comedy values, his satirical | his first Victor release Across the street at the Adolphus Toledo, O. Aug. 6 
of Jane Fr ymat , sock on : al a ae Sa pope hotel’s Century Room, an ice revu Councilman John Kelly has intro 
( ane omans sock vocal Ses-| sions of the different song stylists = se a ~ a a yl mint a a Abomper: rai 
Sion. with ‘Time On My Hands’ as a ieee | _ | headed by Gladys Lamb and Rube | duced an ordinance to license music 


Latter is the headliner of the floor 
show and rates it. She ties up the 
performance completely, and had to 
encore repeatedly to satisfy this in- 
sistent audience. Miss Froman has 
come a long way since her early 
radio days and has a genuine stage 
presence that sells her immediately 
upon arrival and adds a fine flavor 
to each of her songs. 

In the same type of legit groove 
“is Betty Bruce, a dancer with a 
standout style. Mixing taps with 
ballet styling she’s a real click. Par- 
ticularly impressive about Miss 
Bruce is the way she uses her hands. 
@Many dancers don’t know what to 
do with their mitts, but Miss Bruce 
makes them a genuine. asset. 

Marty May is m.c, and comic. A 
polished looking worker with an 
easy and breezy manner, May Jal- 
indicated great promise 
but somehow has never quite ful- 
filled those expectations. He has the 
basic qualities of top-line rating, but 
shows a glaring need of material. 


Grace and Nikko are a comedy 
baliroom team with an air that is a | 


surefire selling factor. They have 


The French swordsman; the ‘restaur- 
ant trouble’ sequence, 14 
Gallic and American service stan- 
jlards; and ‘I'll Be Seeing You,’ neat 
ballad done straight, round out 
strong program. Emile Petti, 
usual, dispenses the expert dansapa- 
tion 

Sally Rand has been given a new 
deal atop the Park Central's roof, 
Cocoanut Grove (N.Y.). In lieu of 
15% of the gross and all the covers, 
a $2 and $2.50 minimum has dis- 
placed the cover charge and her per- 
centage of everything upped. She 
has a smart floor show with her 
which, were it not for the too tough 


| weather opposition, would command | 


fast attention. In the fall-winter 
season the fanner would come out 
with plenty on her end. She gives 
both the hotel and the customers 
much value with an elaborate revue 
wherein Dora Maugham, with her 
saucy material, is a comedy standout. 
It’s been years since Miss Maugham, 
once a topflight London favorite, has 
been around Broadway, having been 
mostly on the Coast for the past four 


contrasting Setaro collaborated on musical back- 
ontrasting | 


| 
a} 
per | 


| David Snell is doing a similar chore | 
'on ‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’, 





Sigmund Krumgold Andrea 


| Yokum is the lure. Music is provided 


aie . “Se : by Ligon Smith's orchestra. Bobby 
grounds for ‘Rangers of Fortune’ at | Peters and his orchestra are at the 
| Paramount Plantation Club. an onen-sir ot 
‘ pen-air spot, 
itil with 2,500 capacity. Jimmy Grier 

Arthur Kay is doing the musical | follows in Aug. 8. 
| director job on ’Gypsy Cavalier’ at Erskine Hawkins brought his all- 
Monogram colored orchestra to the Showboat 
a for a one-nighter Aug. 3. Freddy 


Frans Waxman is scoring ‘The Martin is scheduled to appear for a 
| Philadelphia Story’ at Metro and | 0ne-nighter at the Dallas Athletic 


Club Aug. $ as the first of a series of 
name bands to play here for one- 
night stands. 


Peter Tinturin is writing words 
and music for numbers in Republic's 








‘Border Legion’. As a gesture to Joe Venuti who 
Ae opens at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
Alfred Newman completed the | brook, Cedar Grove, N. J.. Sunday 


Por. | (11), Tommy Dorsey is inking per- 
| sonal letters to the trade to insure 
'the violin maestro a solid sendoff. 

; : A standout musician for years, the 

Harry Warren is collaborating | booking represents Venuti’s first real 
with Mack Gordon on tunes for ‘Tin; break since forming his own or- 

Pan Alley’ at 20th-Fox. chestra, 


scoring for Walter Wanger's 
eign Correspondent’. 


boxes, designed to net the city of 
Toledo over $10,000 a year. 

The measure would require a $10 
fee for each device. 


Ft. Worth Bookings 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 6 

Buddy Rogers band currently play- 
,ing at Peacock Terrace in Dallas is 
scheduled for a three-night stand at 
Lake Worth Casino here August 8- 
9-10. Local Ad Club big annual 
dinner dance, usually held in down- 
town spot will move to Casino for 
| Rogers music. 
| Nick Stuart, holder of attendance 
| 


record at Hotel Texas Den here, 
closed a week’s engagement at 
Casino Tuesday. Jimmy Greer 


| played a one-night stand Wednesday 


| to fill in between bands. 


' Wal Valenti’s orchestra opened at 
| the Harbor Rest, Rockaway Park, 
_L. 1, last Friday (25), Buddy Breeze 
| vocaling, a 








*% OE EEZT CEES We RIP ic ences aD RLS RIE 


Pa eS 


Fs 














ae 


pay 


1S EI SEE tt TEIN i cr oN aRO 





Wednesday, August 7, 1940 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 37 





Sid Tomack (and Reis Bros.) Beefs 
AGVA Lethargic in Sally Rand Case 





Sally Rand is still waving her fans 
end Sid Tomack & Reis Bros. aside 
st the Park Central hotel, New York, 
while the American Guild of Variety 
Artists’ local executive secretary, 
Phil Irving, is evidently still looking 
for cause to puil a putsch in retalia- 
tion. Fact that the comedy trio up 
till Jast night (Tuesday) already had 
$1,000 in salary (two weeks) coming 
to them is not sufficient reason, Irv- 
jing says, to pull out the entire 

e. 

me Tomack, incidentally, is a v.p. 
of AGVA’s San Francisco local, but 
there, he says, the organization really 
protects its members. From this ex- 
perience in New York, he added, the 
union apparently can only act as a 
small claims court and is unable to 
act on claims for important coin. 

Tomack said he would like to 
know why he’s paying dues into 
AGVA if not for protection. He 
pointed to the stagehands union, 
which, he said, wouldn’t hesitate one 
moment in pulling an entire crew 
and calling a strike if one of its 
members was not paid. 

Complications 

Phil Irving on Monday (5) stated 
that complications had arisen at the 
Park Central because the hotel man- 
agement had stepped in and par- 
tially guaranteed salaries of the Rand 
troupe, with Miss Rand, because of 
pgor business conditions, giving notes 
for the balance. 
a percentage. How this complicates 
the matter adds more mystery. 

It was also pointed out by the 
N. Y. local exec sec that he is work- 
ing hand in glove with the musicians | 
and stagehands union, and that a 
situation’ had been straightened out) 
in the P. C.’s Cocoanut Grove, Mon- | 
day (5) night, narrowly averting a 
strike. The ‘situation’ was the stage- | 
hands’ demand that Miss Rand em- | 
ploy a stagehand to handle some | 
special lights. The ‘straightening 
out’ was Miss Rand's decision not 
to use the lights. When Irving was 
asked why he was ready to pull out 
the show for a stageharids’ matter, 
but not for actor-members of AGVA, 
he stated that was not the case at all. | 
He stated that this cooperation with | 
the stagehands and musicians will! 
eventually straighten out the Tomack | 
and Reis Bros. matter. | 

Irving added that he saw no rea- | 
son to build up a civil suit for the} 
boys and their lawyer, I. Robert | 
Broder, and that if the trio had | 
enough money to hire a lawyer they | 
should follow through with that 
course. Irving admitted that he had 
told Broder, who tried to reach him 
on a Saturday; ‘that he worked only 

(Continued on pafe 38) 


BARNES & CARRUTHERS 
SIGNS DEAL WITH AGVA 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 
After a year of bickering, Barnes 
& Carruthers Fair Booking agency 
last week signatured an agreement 
with the outdoors division of the | 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
B. & C. had contantly stated that 








The fanner is in on | 


125 to 





Cinda Glenn Dated 
For Rio and Loew’s 


Cinda Glenn sails Sept. 6 for the 
Urea Casino, Rio de Janeiro, booked 
by Hal Sands. Date is for six weeks. 
Nitery pays her and Charles Embler, 
| her pianist, in U. S. dollars and first 
class passage both ways. 

Miss Glenn, formerly Glenn Ellyn, 
when in London and Paris shows, 
plays for Loew's in Washington and 
| possibly also the State, N. Y., be- 
fore sailing, opening the D. C. date 
on Friday (9). 


WB DROPS PITT 











WB zone manager Harry Kalmine 
|}has dropped idea of putting vaude 
| back into the Stanley for a week or 
‘two this month. Instead, he will 
| hold off resumption of combw policy 
/until middle of September at least. 
'Deal had been on fire for George 
| White's ‘Scandals’ unit to come in, 
‘possibly week of Aug. 16, whereupon 
/house would revert to straight pix 


| again until early fall. 


However, George White’s reps and 
Kalmine couldn't get together on a | 
‘summer price’ and show was subse- | 
quently booked at regular salary te 
come in later, probably be around 
Sept. 13. 

Stanley has been on straight pic- 
ture basis for two months now, long: 
est break in vaudfilm at this spot in 
several years. During summer, 
Stanley and Penn, booked tcegether 
in a Loew-WB pooiing deal, have 
been splitting major product; ordi- | 
narily Penn gets the A’s exclusively. | 


Ice Show May Play 





VAUDE PLANS 


Cite Hirst’s Hotel 





At N.Y. State Fair 


Poise at 14 





Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

Performers in the ‘kiddie re- 
vue’ shows staged at the St. 
Louis Park, neighborhood thea- 
tre, in conjunction with radio 
station WCCO, are continually 
pulling the unexpected. 

Last week the show was halted 
temporarily because of faulty 
lacings in one of the artist's 
brassiere. The 14-year-old rope 
dancer stopped in the middle of 
her number, walked over to the 
pianist, asked him to hold up the 
music for a minute, and then, 
without going back stage, she 
calmly and unembarrassedly re- 
tied the lacings in her costume 
before resuming her routine. 


New Combo Dickering 
For Phiily Anchorage, 
Shut Since Gov't Raid 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 

Harry Drob, former owner of the 
21 Club, and Isabelle Hackett, wife 
of a city detective, have formed a 
company to purchase the Anchorage, 
East River Drive roadhouse recently 
shuttered following a raid by Fed- 
eral agents because of non-payment 
of social security taxes, 


The deal, outside of a few details, 
is virtually completed, and the new 
owners hope to reopen the spot be- 
fore the end of the summer. Arthur 
H. Padula, former operator, still 
holds title to the building. 


It was reported at first that the 
new syndicate would include Benja- 
min (Benny-the-Bum) Fogelman, 
who is trying to make a comeback 
since the folding of his Broad street 
bistro. However, Fogelman was un- 
able to raise the money. At present 
he is associated with his father in 
the junk business. 














Nitery for ‘Lewdness’. 





Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 
The Jungle Room of the Alan 
hotel has been cited by the State 
Liquor Control Board for the show- 
ing of ‘lewd and immoral’ enter- 





tainment. 

The spot was a favorite of the | 
stay-out-late crowd, starting its | 
shows when all other spots had | 
closed. Owner of the hotel is Izzy | 
Hirst, operator of a burlesque wheel, 


Great Emphasis on Entertainment in 100 
Mile Stretch of L. 1. Roadhouses, Bars 





Mpls. Council Nixes 
License for Curly’s 





Minneapolis, Aug. 6. 

Curly’s, one of city’s largest and 
most elaborate niteries, which has 
been in numerous jams with the 
authorities, has been denied a dance- 
hall and tavern license by the city 
council. The vote was 14 to 11, 

‘Every time that representatives 
of Curly’s cafe come in for a license 
they experience some difficulty in 
obtaining it,’ commented Alderman 
Harold Kauth, chairman of the 
license committee, ‘but, mysterious- 
ly, a short time later they always 
succeed in getting the necessary 
council strength.’ 


N.Y. ENFORCING 
4 A.M. CURFEW 





Revocation of. Julie Podell's Kit 


Kat Club’s license on his East 55th | 


street (N. Y.) nitery winds up the 
high spot of post-4 a.m. rendezvous- 
ing. When El Morocco and the Stork, 
around the corner, stopped selling at 
4 am. under ABC regulations, the 
Kit Kat was one known oasis for a 
drink to be gotten at almost any 
hour. 

The Kit Kat remained also, the 
sole class Harlemesque-type boite, 
in line with the Harlem-brought-to- 
midtown cycle. With the Cotton 
Club’s premises for rent, the KK was 
the lone spot of its calibre left in 
the field, and may yet continue since 
the management avers the ABC 
liquor license injunction hasn't as 
yet been served on them; and fur- 
thermore they ‘hope to straighten 
things out.’ 





Wichita Nitery Burns 


Wichita, Kas., Aug. 6. 
A spark from an air conditioner 
ignited material being used to re- 
process the dance floor at the Kaliko 
Kat, nitery, Thursday (1) and build- 
ing was completely destroyed. Joe 
Prothero, owner, 


The ‘New York Ice Revue’ which| as well as the Troc and Bijou the- | building escaped without injury. 


opens Thursday (8) at the former | 
ball park in Philadelphia, may be a| 
feature .attractign at the New York | 
state fair at Syracuse, dated for Aug. | 
Sept. 2. Deal was virtually | 
completed last week by the fair 


|management, but is subject to ap-| 
end, | 


proval by the Philadelphia 
which is financing the open air ice 
show. 

Should the revue go on in Syra- 


cuse, it will be presented in the 
Coliseum, an indoor arena there. 
Paul Smith, director of the Syracuse 
fair, made the offer for the ice revue. 





Eddie Garr has been held cver at 
Cal Neva Lodge, Crystal Bay, Nev., 


it would not signature any deal for the balance of the summer. He 
With AGVA. was originally booked for two weeks. 
—. 























the Roxy, held over 





FIRST NEW YORK STAGE APPEARANCE 


DENNIS DAY 


Singing Star of the Jack Benny Program 


ROXY. NEW YORK 
This Week, July 26th 


And for the First Time in the History of 


August 2nd, with an entire new show 


Direction 


A. & S. LYONS 


an additional week, 





atres. | 


Loss estimated at around $25,000. 


and .workers .in ! 





| From Queen's Plaza, Long Island 
| City, to Montauk Point, some 100 
miles, there are more than 100 places 
| where the Long Island motorist and 
| vacationist may secure entertain- 
ment of one kind or another. ‘There 
is a wide range in the type of re- 
sorts, varying from floorshow spots 
|to dine and dance places, but the 
bar and grills, sans ostentation but 
| with singing waiters, are popular 
;among those professionally inclined. 
Largest cluster of such grills is at 
|Long Beach, most being spotted in 
the west end close to the summer 
cottage section and but one block 
from the beach. In all there are 23 
places operating at Long Beach and 
) at least half have entertainment that 
| Aas early in the evening and 
usually continues until three a.m., 
unless the weather forces earlier 
|closing or the customers are too 
| sparse. 

| Brand's is rated the most popular 


of the west end spots, having a three- 
man outfit. At the piano is Lou 
Gould, once known as the ‘recording 
king,’ who originated at the Chat- 
ham Club, on New York’s lower 
|East Side. He is a wizard at the 
| ivories, especially when in the mood, 
;and his repertory seems inexhausti- 
| ble. Jo Jo White, specialist in com- 
edy lyrics, and Gould were at the 
| Nut Club, Miami Beach, last winter, 
and will return there. Duo was at 
the Barbary Coast, World’s Fair, but 
|a 50-minute trick with a 10-minute 
lay-off was too tough. 


Jo Jo White is 61, but he’s been 
saying that for years. Best of his 
(Continued on page 38) 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK, 
BOOKS RADIO QUIZ WIZ 








Chicago, Aug. 6. 


| Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valentine) takes his 
|questions and answers broadcast 
show into the Loew’s Capitol, New 
| York, starting Aug. 19. Will broad- 
cast direct from the Capitol stage 
| over the NBC-red web each Monday 
| evening. 
| Dr. I. Q. currently is doing the 
| stage broadcasts from Butte, Mont. 
Show, which is on for Mars Candy 
|Co., is handled by the Grant adver- 
' tising agency, Chicago. 

















AT THE 


NEW YORK 


WEEKS JULY 31 
AND AUGUST 7 


HOTEL 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


also appearing at the 


WALDORF ASTORIA 


XAVIER CUGAT 


In His 2nd Sensational Week 





ing one of its best stage shows 


season this week. 

‘Xavier Cugat's 
north of any border, 
achieve prominence and 


heap.” 





“The Paramount Theatre is present- 


orchestra is just 
about the best rumba outfit south or 
Mr. Cugat was 
one of the first rumba band leaders to 
he has re- 
tained his position at the top of the 
A.S.G. 


Herald Tribune, August 1, 1940. 


of the 














R.C.A. Recording Artists 
Management, MCA 
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PALACE, CLEVE, | 1 Shows 


SETS NAMES — 
FOR FALL 


Cleveland, Aug. 6 
Fiv@® flings in summer vaude made 


such a fine b.o. showing for the Pal- 
ace, Nat Holt is pushing up opening 
of RKO deluxer’s fall season to Aug. 
30, with Charlie Barnet’s band as 
stage starter. 

Laurel and Hardy were also 
bagged for week of Sept. 6 by zone 
manager on recent show-shopping 
visit to New York. Casa Loma crew 
is calendared for Sept. 13, Ken Mur- 
ray and Nancy Kelly for Sept. 27, 
Xavier Cugat for Oct. 4. ° 

RKO exec is also closing deals for 
personals by George Raft, Allan 
Jones, Irene Hervey and Dorothy 
Lamour in early fall. For the pres- 
ent, Palace is adhering to straight 
film policy, with intermittent vaude 
bookings 





Simmons Back in U. S. 


Danny Simmons, former bigtime 
vaudeville booker for B. S. Moss and 
RKO, is an evacuee from Paris. 


He returned to the States during 
the past week, after having lived in 
France for 10 years. 


RAUL ANo EVA 


REYES 


Foremost exponents of 


RUMBA and CONGA 




















now in their 2nd week 


at the 


NEW YORK 
PARAMOUNT 


| 
Weeks July 31 and Aug. 2| 











Management 


WM. KENT 


New York! 








1776 Broadway 








| where all comers may participate. 


RIPLEY LOSES BREACH 
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Continued from page 37 | 


numbers for laughs is ‘Mrs. Brown's 

Trio’s singer of torch} 
Roy Mertz, good-looking | 
who should land in pro-| 


fessional circles. { 


Barnyard.’ 
songs is 
youngster 

At» Jack Kelly’s Virginian, which | 
is the hot spot in the section, are | 
Jack Lewis (teamed with Ted Lewis | 


before the latter assembled his band) 
and Tommy Wilson, as the singers, | 
with ‘one finger’ Milt Feiber at the 
piano. At Bud Dempsey’s (he has 
a bartender’s school in New York) | 
are the King Brothers. Across the | 
street from those places are Paddy’s 
and Moriority’s, both Irish reel | 
joints. In the former are Jean Quinn | 
and Paul Corban. Latter has 65- | 
year-old Ray Steel at the ivories— | 
he is out of the navy after being a| 
gob for 20 years. 

Over on the beach is the New 
Yorker, where Ruth Bon Bon, a| 
1926 ‘Follies’ girl, is the main attrac- 
tion. Also on the strand is Jack 
Dawson's, which goes for Sunday en- 
tertainment, Louis Prima’s band be- 
ing in action then, it being at the 
Hickory House (N. Y.) on weekdays. 
Lawrence Inn has Buddy Handman 
at the piano, with Jeff (Cupid) 
Brophy the warbler. At the Far- 
rell House, ‘the big host’ Joe Duffy 
is in action. Shingle Inn offers Ger- | 
tie Dwyer and George Godfrey. Billy 
Clark, Matty White and Larry Mul- 
vaney are at the Pavilion. Another 
Irish reel place is the Shamrock, 





SUIT TO STOCKHOLDER 


Robert Ripley, Believe It or Not, 
Inc., and Long Island Oddities, Inc., 
were the losers of a stockholder ac- 
tion against them by Joseph Green- 
baum, a stockholder and _ financial 
backer of Ripley, when N.Y. supreme 
court Justice Felix Benvenga, on 
Monday (5) found that Ripley’s for- 
mation of Long Island Oddities was | 
a breach of contract since Ripley 
agreed, after opening his N.Y.-Oddi- 
torium, not to open a similar exhibit | 
elsewhere. An _ injunction against | 
Oddities, a N.Y. World’s Fair outfit, | 
however, was denied by the court, | 
which sent the matter to a referee to | 
determine damages. 








Justice Benvenga declared of the! 
World's Fair show: “There can be no | 
doubt that by opening and conduct- | 
ing the exhibition at the World’s} 
Fair, the defendant breached the | 
agreement.” However, he went on to | 
say that the Broadway exhibit, being | 
bankrupt and out of business, an in- | 
junction would only harm the inno-| 
cent stockholders of the World’s Fair 
project. Damages, however, were 
determined by the court to be a 
different story, and an accounting is} 
to be made by a yet-unappointed | 
feree 


Patti Morgan and Al Shelleday, | 
both formerly with Al Kavelin band, 
now employed elsewhere, Miss Mor- | 
gan with Bobby Day and Shelleday | 
with Alvino Rey. 
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BORDEN IS RECEIVER 


OF ARCADIA, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 6. 
The Arcadia, swanky midtown 
nitery, was placed in the hands of a 
temporary receiver by the Court of 


Common Pleas Friday (2). Ernest! 
G. Borden, former vice-president | 
and manager of Billy Rose's res- 


taurant enterprises in New York, has 
been engaged to manage the spot. 
The receivership was ordered by 
Judge Francis Shunk Brown on peti- 
tion from Anne Kugler Derham, | 
daughter of the late William Booth- 
by Kugler, who shot and killed him- 
self last November, a few weeks 
after he took over the operation of 
the Arcadia. The place had been | 
shuttered for almost a year. It was | 
formerly operated by Arthur H. Pa- 
dula and was the rendezvous for | 
Philly’s smart set. 
In her petition to the Court, Mrs. | 
Derham averred that she holds 9,850 | 


‘shares of stock out of the total .of | 


12,500. Despite this, she charged, | 
Harry R. Tully, president, and John | 
Roberts, treasurer of the company, | 
had entered into a conspiracy to| 
force her out. 

Borden said that he would make | 
no decision on the future operation 





Continued from page 37 
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a five-day week per ‘union rules.’ | 


When it was pointed out to Irving 


that actors work seven days a week | 


and therefor are apt to need pro- 
tection at times on at Saturday or 
Sunday, he then stated that all the 
New York organizers were always 
on hand in the offce on Saturdays. 
Broder, however, claims he called 
AGVA four times and left messages 
each time for somebody of official 
capacity to call him back, but the 


only person he reached was the 
switchboard operator. 

As the situation now stands, the 
boys are not being paid by Miss 


Rand, nor are they working in the 
show at the Park Central. Last 
week Miss Rand signed a letter to 
them signifying that it won't be a 
breach of contract if they don't ap- 
pear every night, meaning that they 
can go out and look for other em- 
ployment. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, Aug. 6. 


of the Arcadia until he has had a Things that make life and ozoning 
chance to look around. The spot in this Actors Colony worthwhile: 
features a band and floor show. the lawn parties of Mrs. William 

(‘Mether’) Morris at Camp Intermis- 





°15 YEARS AGOe 


(From Variety) 











The New~ York motion picture 
bunch was solidly behind Senator 
James J. Walker's campaign for the 
Gotham mayoralty. He was slated 
to afford the most opposition, among 
the Tammany Hall gang, to Mayor 
John F. Hylan. 


William Haines, the young screen 
actor, was rumored engaged to Pola 
Negri. Marriage reported set for the 
near future. 


-_- - 


‘On With the Dance,’ the C. B. 
Cochran hit musical of London, was 
being brought intact to Broadway 
under the joint aegis of Cochran and 
Arch Selwyn. Alice Delysia was to 
have the main part. 


Channing Pollock's latest 
was Slated for London 
Basil Dean was the producer, 

W. C. Fields was to give up his 
role in the touring Ziegfeld ‘Follies,’ 
as was Will Rogers, since Fields was 
under contract to Philip Goodman to 
act in ‘The Showman.’ Fields had 
been starred in Goodman's ‘Poppy.’ 
Rogers was set for the lecture plat- 
form. 


drama 








Hellz 


Continued from page 3_WW. 








| revue, will not participate in the pic- 


ture money, title being the exclusive 
property of the comedians. 


Picture deal will climax one of the 


most successful stage ventures on 
|record. ‘Hellz’ with O. & J., traipsed 
|} around the country as a vaudeville 
unit for years Kaufman saw the 


unit and proposed expanding it, Lee 
providing 
tumes from the storehouse, repre- 
senting half a dozen Shubert musi- 


settings 


| cals. 
When ‘Hellz’ opened in Boston 
there was an attempt to rate it as 


vaudeville, but Equity deemed other- ! 


wise, which was a lucky break for 
| the show end. Laugh-wooing revue 
was an instant success at the 46th | 
Street, N. Y., and before long it was 


| transferred to the Winter Garden. It 


topped the list for many weeks de- 


spite the arrival of newer musicals, 
all of which moved on, and currently 
it 1s runner-up to ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase.’ 

In addition to cutting up the pic- 
ture coin, the comedians will share 
in the profits of the film after pro- 
duction is earned back. They are 
due to get 40% of the net. Present 
plans call for the picture to start 


grinding in September of next year 
and before then the show is likely 
to tour the country. 

Levey Staying East 

Jules Levey will remain in the 
east for some time, with his ‘Boys | 
From Syracuse’ now getting into | 
circulation. Picture is currently in 
its second week at the Paramount, | 
N. Y., which made a special deal on 
it guaranteeing two weeks, with an 
option for a third. 

With ‘Hellzapoppin’ a long way 
off due to the New York run of the | 
show, Levey states he may do one. 
or two other pictures, meantime. | 


production. | 


and cos- | 


sion, which enables the patienis to 
a taste of different surroundings; the 
| books, magazines and good-ciicer 
_shot in here by John K. Menzies, 


Tomack Beefs CONTRACT SUIT 


LOST BY 
HEIDT 


Horace Heidt, Friday (2) lost hig 
application for a temporary injune- 
tion preceding trial against Le Aha 
Sisters, the Beachcomber restaurant, 
Monte Proser, Walter Batchelor and 
J. M. Goddard. Justice Felix Ben. 
venga, in N. Y. supreme court, de. 
clared that the orchestra leader had 
failed to show that he was entitled 
to such drastic relief. 

Heidt’s action is directed against 
Virginia, Miriaf® Jean, and Maree 
Ahn, and their mother, Helen Mohc 
Ahn, claiming that they had breached 
an employment contract with him 
signed October 13, 1939, and to run 
for five years. The contract was al- 
legedly breached last June 26, when 


| the sisters, a singing quartet, signed 


Rochester and Syracuse producer; | 


time taken out by Jerry Woods and 
his erch to serenade the Colony; the 
!eontinuous flow of ducats into this 
| office from E. G. Dodds, manager of 

Palace theatre, Lake Placid; cheer- 
!fulness that is spread by Gertrude 
| Broderick, sister of Johnny, New 
| York detective; efforts of Dick Wil- 
| lias and Frank Lee, who bedside 
l the less fortunate and hand out 
, laughs; carload of clothes that came 
in fer those who cannot afford to 
buy ’em, sent by Len Grotte, Flush- 

ing, L. I. manager; the ‘cures’ 
j}turned out by Drs. George Wilson 
and Wariner Woodruff, and the ad- 
vice of Rudy Plank, X-ray expert. 

John and Edna Driscoll, who man- 
age niteries in Pennsylvania and 
| Jersey, mitted and handed out needy 
things to the Colony. 

Billroy’s Comedians booked here. 
Advance man left a mess of tickets 
for the recupers. 

Arthur Conners, who used to shake 
a mean trombone, here for a general 
checkup. 

Johnny Grimes, actor who turned 
newspaperman, editor cf the Sara- 
nac Lake Weekly Mirror, 

Charles Pandoff, old-time novelty 
act, came in from Brooklyn for a 
checkup and got an okay. 

George L. Davis, who squibs ‘By 
the Way’ for the Rechester Democrat 
'& Chronicle, gives Jake Bernstein, 
Joe Laurie, Jr., and Happy Benway 
a full column about old-timers, 
topped by W. C. Fields and Frank 
F. Powderly, Sr 

Eddie (Carlton Boys’) added 
a mess of poundage while vacashing 
here 

Write to those who are ill. 


Form Chas, Preach Agcy. 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 6. 
Charles French Agency, Inc., has 
been chartered to conduct a business 
in theatrical and radio entertainers, 


Ross 


| with principat office in New York. 
Capital stock is $20,000, $100 par 
value. Directors: Oliver B. LaFren- 
iere, Charles F. LaFreniere and 
Emma P. LaFreniere, St. Albans. 
in 1 


[sidore Canner, Jamaica, was filing 
attorney 


to appear at the Beachcomber on 
Broadway for four weeks at $200 
weekly. Heidt asserts he spent $10,- 
000 in salaries and building the repu- 
tations and voices of the sisters, and 
sought a temporory injunction to 
prevent their employment by the 
restaurant, and a permanent one to 
prevent them from appearing any- 
where else. Proser, Batchelor and 
Goddard are in on the operation of 
the Beachcomber. The girls’ mother 
was named since she’s guardian to 
Maree, a minor. 





SELLING MINORS BOOZE 
COSTLY TO PITT HOTEL 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5 

Pittsburgh's No. 1 _ hotel, tha 
William Penn, had its booze license 
suspended for 30 days last week by 
the State Liquor Control Board on 
a charge of selling drinks to minors 
Hotel management, however, an- 
nounced there would be no interrup- 
tion in the sale of spirits, since it 
had elected the alternative of pay- 
ing a $300 fine, at the rate of $10 a 
day for each day of suspension 

Liquor board agents said William 
Penn was guilty of permitting 
‘teensters to frequent its two supper 
dance rooms, the Chatterbox and 
Italian Terrace, where they were 
sold booze without any inquiries 
being made about their age 

Suspension came on heels of a 10- 
day license-lifting for swank Asso- 
ciated Artists Grill, connected with 
the Pittsburgh Playhouse and one 
of the 400’s favorite drinkeries. I! 
was accused of peddling drinks to 
non-members. Management also 
elected the alternate penalty aud 
paid $100 fine. 
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Returning East after 14 months on the Pacific coast 
in Pictures — Nite Clubs and Theatres 
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“MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Jan Peerce, The Shyrettos, 


Yo-Yo, . 
a Daks, Music Hall Glee Club, 
Niche tes, Corps de Ballet. Music 


| hony Orch under direc- 
= of Gree Rapee, Richard Leibert; 
‘South of Pago Pago’ (UA), re- 
viewed in VARIETY, July 17. 





wre cutting the stage show 
teat rather vhin here this week, but 
two outstanding acts, Yo-Yo 
horse and the Shyrettos, make it 
weil worthwhile. Oddly enough, 
poth acts played the Roxy, a stone's 
throw away, less than three months 
ezo, The applause both turns re- 
ceived here when caught opening 
pight (Thursday) _was plenty big. 
The horse and_ the bicycling 
Shyrettos are the only outside book- 
ings currently, rest of the show be- 
ing built around the regular pay- 
rollites, including Jan Peerce, 
Nicholas Daks, the glee club, ballet 
punch and the Rockettes. 


Leon Leonidoff calls his four-part. 


presentation ‘County Fair.’ It is 
circusey and the settings are any- 
thing but elaborate though in the 
mood of pink lemonade. 

The ballet girls open, doing a 
routine with horse props that give 
the semblance of riding the nags. 
There’s nothing new about it. Daks 
acts as ringmaster. 

Opening serves to pave the way 
for Capt. William Heyer’s Yo-Yo, a 
nifty-looking chestnut-brown. which 
gets and deserves considerable ap- 
plause. ’ 

‘Fools in Love,’ following, serves 
as a diverting vocal potpourri for the 
Hall’s able tenor, Peerce, and the 
glee club. The Shyrettos, a trio of 
cyclists (two male, one femme) turn 
on the heat plenty in their fast and 
clever routines «on bicycles and 
unicycles. : 

Rockettes bring up the rear in a 
conventional tap and kick routine. 


Erno Rapee conducts the symph | 


orchestra in a nice arrangement of 
Jerome Kern numbers. Rest of the 
show, in addition to the feature, in- 
cludes the latest issue of March of 
Time (RKO), on abbreviated news 
period and Richard Leibert at the 
organ. Char. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, Aug. 2. 
‘Crazy Show of 1940’ with Milt 
Britton’s Orch (10), Dare and Yates, 
Helen Pameer, Mary Ann McCall, 
Samuel Bros. and Vivian, Tom Raf- 
ferty; ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep). 








The tag line for this assemblage, 
which Milt Britton is billing as 
the ‘Crazy Show of 1940,’ should be 
the old one in reverse, ‘not 
loud—and funnier.’ Since Olsen and 
Johnson successfully demonstrated 
that two pistol shots are funnier 
than one kick in the pants, there is 
no holding the boys. This exhibi- 
tion, which advance threats bally- 
hooed as the daffiest offering of the 
season—a screwball show to end all 
such shows—never comes. within 
reach of its promise. The trouble is 
that the show is half straight and 
half zany, and the two don’t jell. The 
whole would be much more effective 
were it either completely sane or 
completely crazy. 

Britton is carrying 10 pieces (not 
14 as advertised), all brass, save the 
piano. Their straight instrumenta- 
tion is surprisingly good. Most of 
the orchestral backgrounding for the 
working talent is okay, but, since the 
entire ensemble, including the maes- 
tro, doubles in clowning, it’s all con- 
fusing and leaves the audience un- 
certain as to whether it is the music 
or the by-play which is to be par- 
ticularly noted. Britton also inno- 
vates by introducing the acts follow- 
ing their turns. 

Following a typical ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
opening in which the entire com- 
pany stooges front, back and off- 
Stage, Samuel Bros. and Vivian un- 
limber their familiarly precise and 
eccentric footwork, the girl deliver- 
ing some particularly fine rhythm 
acrobatics. Larry Collins of the 
band follows with his top trick trom- 
boning for lively returns. Dare and 
Yates are in with their standard 
comedy acrobatics, distinguished 
chiefly by the funny, rubber-jointed 
antics of the smaller of the duo. Ef- 
fectiveness of Helen Pammer’s fine 
tapping could be enhanced by smarter 
costuming. Mary Ann McCall, in her 
announced repeats of recordings 
with Charlie Barnet, walked off with 
the applause palm. Her vocalizing. 
however, especially in the uppe} 
registers, appears to materialize with 
difficulty, and hence is not too easy 
on the audience. But the response 
Was solid, as if in resentment by the 
Stubholders at the inexcusable 
clowning by the stooges during her 
Straight numbers. On what she dis- 
Plays, she deserves much _ better 
spotting and opportunity. 

Tommy Rafferty delivers a load of 
rough and tumble comedy from bon 
mots down to the seltzer bottle, and 
also some legging. With a cleaned- 
xd routine, he should get better re- 

ns. 

The last quarter hour of the pro- 
ceedings has the band going haywire 
*nd outdistancing the zanyisms of 
the Olsen-Johnson school for the u!- 
timate in Slapstick roughhouse and 
.Unacy, In between, is spotted the 
“Musical Ancestors’ number, with the 
members donning wigs and whiskers 


sc 


| to impersonate and swing Beethoven 


the | 


ithe most 


, meanin’ 


, 


etc., an effort which is clearly out 
of this band’s world, and too “great 
a stretch for an outfit billed as 
‘America’s Craziest Orchestra.’ In 
more polite company, it might be de- 
veloped into a solid bit. The finale. 
which is significantly billed, ‘They 


Tear Up the Whole Joint,’ has the | 
ripping down the back- |! 


musicians 
drop and knocking themselves out 
in an assault on the audience’s sen- 
sibilities, if any by this time. 
Attendance at the second show 
opening day was considerably better 


than fair, Burton, 
TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aua. 3. 
‘lyde McCoy Orch with Wayne 
Gregg aud Benneit Sisters (3); 
Lester Hardina, House line, Ray 


iy ‘Love, Honor and Oh-Baby!” 
(U). 


Manager of the Tower, Barney 
Joffee, may not be the most experi- 
enced showman in town, but he was 
working like one when he lined up 
the McCoy band. 
his crew in at the Terrace Grill of 
the Hotel Muchlebach, swank local 
dine and dancery, for a two-week 
stand, and then Joffee moved them 
to the stage of the Tower for a week. 
Thus the stage engagement follows 
two weeks of daily ads and radio 
broadcasts besides the attendant 
publicity, and crew is off to a notice- 
able start. 

For his part McCoy comes through 
with a good show and holds the 
spotlight himself for a goodly part 
of the 50 minutes as he works the 


m.c. assignment. Following the 
‘Tear It Down’ opener, leader shows 
, the Bennett Sisters in ‘Ma’ and 


| ‘Playmates’, nicely sung, and rings 


in whole gang on a recorded ar- 
rangement of ‘I Want My Mom’ for 
good reception. House line makes 
of its opportunity here 
with a neat rendition of an old- 
fashioned cake-walk. Band then 
goes into a_ specialty on ‘Basin 
Strect Blues,’ which gives McCoy the 
chance to get his corn trumpet 
low. 

Lester Harding, the regular sing- 
ing m.c., is on as a singing act this 
week and obliges by rocking the 
rafters with ‘Glory Road’ and then 
by smoothing it over with ‘Make Be- 
lieve Island.’ Girls lead out in a 
shag tap and the Bennett trio follow 
in slacks to show they combine 
dancing with their singing chores. 

Before turning to his male vocal- 
ist, McCoy leads the 12 pieces in a 
rhythmic ‘Smiles... Wayne Gregg, 
band’s singer, rides high on trio of 
hits, ‘Breeze and I,’ ‘I'll Never Smile 
Again’ and ‘Where Was I.’ As an 
encore, he warbles ‘Lonely Gon- 
dolier. Lad is strictly a crooner, 
and gets the femme applause with 
his handsome phiz and hit songs. 

Another act is provided by Ray 
Swain, winner of a Tower oppor- 
tunity -night tryout, who goes 
through routine of esthetic acro- 
batics with good execution § but 
the customary lack of presentatiort. 
Band does a novelty bit with the 
Bennetts and Gregg at the mike to 
‘Mutiny in the Nursery,’ McCoy put- 
ting in his bit with a tiny toy trum- 
pet. 

Leader then 
his trumpet 


makes it a climax as 
moans out his well 
known theme, ‘Sugar Blues,’ and 
then adds an imitation of Henry 
Busse’s ‘When Davy Is Done.’ Ravel’s 
‘Bolero’ is worked into a finale, with 
the orch rendering in semi-concert 
style and the girls in the upper wings 
beating out the rhythm on tom-toms. 
In all it’s a pleasant week around 
the Tower. The patronage is pleas- 
ing and the patrons who couldn’t 
afford the $1 minimum at the Ter- 
race Grilli are getting their money's 
worth for 30c. here. Quin 


HAMID’S HIPP, A.C. 


Atlantic Citu, Aug. 4. 

Lorraine and Rognan, St. Clair 
and Durand. Virginia Vaughn, The 
Guardmen (8), Roxryettes (18), Har- 
ry Ww ras He WSE O ‘ch, ye rolina 
Moon 

Hamid’s Pier Hippodrome theatre 
offers snappy acts (hat are register- 
ing big this week, along with the 
Gae Foster Roxvettes, who returned 
here a week ago for unlimited en- 
gagement 

Jean Lorraine and Roy Rognan 
top the comedians returns with 
their nonsensical and riotous antics. 
Rognan’s tap dancing is good, and 
her dance to ‘Blue Danube Waltz,’ 
which evolves into shadow boxing, 
is a wow. 

St. Clair and Durand make a 
graceful dance team, and_ their 
adagio, acrobatic and modernistic 
dancing go over big. Virginia 


Vaughn does a clever tap dance on 
the xvlophone. The Guardsmen, 
seven men and a blonde, click with 
their fine singing of ballads and 
popular tunes. They had to encore 
with college songs. Girl sings ‘Only 
a Rose’ in good style. A drawback 
is the singers’ strain to outdo the 
house orch, which plays most vocif- 
erously. 
The Roxveites are much improved 
in their several numbers, 
Carter. 


Horn-blower had | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Harry Richman, Georges and 
| Jaina, Gene Sheldon, The Fredysons 
(7). Ruby Zwerling House Orch: 
‘The Mortal Siorm’ (M-G) 


With a fairly long feature picture, 


this Loew house is offering a some- 
wNMat shortened stage bill of four 
standard acts. It’s all passable en- 


tertainment, but hasn't a genuinely 
explosive spot. Business at the early 
show Thursday night (1) was slim. 

| Harry Richman is headliner and, 
when caught. was on for about 20 
minutes of his characteristic ballad- 
ing. He has dropped the lugubrious 
comedy attempts of a year or so ago, 
confining himself to a few current 
pops, a numoer of past faves and a 
Maudlinly sentimenial medley 
themed on ‘That Old Gang of Mine,’ 
With semi-impersonations of Jolson, 
Cantor, Brice and Tucker. Always 
a distinctive stylist, Richman is be- 
coming increasingly reminiscent of 
the fabulous 1920s, but the tilted hat, 
the stick, the affected swagger, the 
lisp and the way he can build up a 
number still hold an audience, 

| Spoited second on’ the bill, Gene 
Sheldon uncorks a solid 15 minutes 
of laughs as a constant!y-bewildered 
tramp comic with an expressive 
puss and an eloquent banjo. Uses 


. { 
several standard bits of low-comedy 


business for good effect, works 
laughs into his banjo session and 
finales in a punchy bit with his 


femme siraight, Loretta Fisher. 
Georges and Jalna have the wind- 
up spot, appearing rather listless for 
three routines, theh igniting a spec- 
tacular rhumba turn for the close. 
Gal presents a siriking appearance 


and when they finally get under 
i\way, both dance expertly. The 


Fredysons (7), standard acro troupe, 

open the bill proficiently, seasoning 

their stuff with comedy touches. 
Hobe. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
Arthur Tracy, Ward and Van, St. 
John Bros., Howard Nichols, Marion 
Daniels, Peggy O'Neiil’s 
Charley Kaleu’s band; ‘Villain Still 
Pursued Her’ (RKO). 


Heavy campaign on ‘Villain Pur- 
sued Her’ puis vaude in deuce spot 


this week, although toplining of 
{Arthur Tracy makes it a double 


feature. Tracy hasn't been forgoiten 
although his aloof air taken here 


isn't as fans recall him. 
St. John Bros., acrobats, open. 
Seems to be no end of acros, but 


likewise there’s no limit to the new 
stunts they'll think of. And this trip 
is no exception. Boys toss each other 
about in defiance of gravity with 
three-high stunts both 
and vertical. Smooth, efficient, they 


make it look easy and crack the ice | 


for a solid opening. Ward and Van, 
tramp musicos, carry right on with 
harp and violin clowning, covering 
some first-class twanging with guf- 
faws. At show caught, house re- 
fused to let them go, pounding palms 
even after stagehands had removed 


props. Had to lug harp back on 
again and do extra bit to quell up-| 
roar. Rare old example of what 
was known as ‘stopping the show’ 


before VaArRIETy style sheets banned 
the expression. 
Howard Nichols, 
plenty smooth, also 
reception, working 


hoop juggler, 
netted hearty 
as many as dozen 


bands. Closes with hvoops revolving 
around both ankles. knees and arms 
while balancing oihers on. skull, 
which both sounds and look im- 
possible. ‘Tracy is spotted next to 
finale, with his warbling with ex- 
ceptionally” agile acrobatic terper, 
Marion Daniels, closing Tracy has 
what it takes, and the folks want it, 
but his stand-offish air sort of de- 
tracts. 

Cued bv pix DOVS 1N band offer 
specialty this week. trio donning 
derbys and lip foliage and coming 
down front for ga rendition of 
‘Gilded Cage’ and ‘Sirolling Through 
Park. They’re okay and got off to 
> 7 ll-earned ovation. Flovy 1 Rob- 
inson, sax, credited wit! dea 

Wern. 
ORIENTAL, CHI 
Chicago Ae 4 

Sammu Kaue Orch (13) th Clyde 
Burl J ny Ru Di aq Debs 
(3) ? th j ’ il AT ¢ Ch Cre 
Vonchalaits 7 NTC eC ( 4d- 

enturess (20th) 

Here is finally a real money-m: 





ing week for this house, and unques- 
tionably due to the presence of the 
Sammy Kaye orchestra on the stage. 
House has been h rather a 
tough time of it at the boxoffice re- 
cently, even with so-called money 
headliners. The Kaye orchestra is 
doing everything expected of ‘t, and 
more. For the first time since ‘Gone 
With the Wind,’ the Oriental is get- 
ting some sidewalk holdout trade. 
Kaye's orchestra js entertaining 
throughout and full of melody for 
just plain listening. Sticks to pop 
music throughout and mixes up the 
, tempos to keep the pace interesting 
at all times. Has some instrumental- 
ists do some warbling, these includ- 
jing Clyde Burke and Jimmy Ryan, 


aving 
aviilsy 


|*‘My Love Came Back’ (WB). 





—— = 


horizontal | 


} set used for 


who are effective enou’h with their | 
tonsils. 
Kaye has ceme neat 


up with a 


‘audience gag in his ‘so you want to 


lead a band’ stunt. It works out in 
fine style on the stage, Kaye getting 
laughs from short interviews with 
the contestants. And the amateur 
baton-wavers make more fun on 
their own when they lead the band. , 
Orchestra members work this gag 
smartly by over-emphasizing the 
tempe changes as the amateur 
batoneers beat out the rhythm. 
Kave has two solid turns with him, 
the Nonchalants and Chris Cross. 
The three Nonchalants are a stand- 
ard acrobatic turn in vaudeville and 
the comic of the trio continues to 
garner plenty of audience attention 
on his happy perscnality. Trio have 
an easy way of putting over their 
stunting and mix it up neatly with 
comedy relief. Out of the maze of 
the new ventriloquists who have 
sprung up in the past couple of 
years, Chris Cross impresses as 
about the best of the lot. He tied 
up the proceedings ccmpletely when 
caught and deservedly so on a high- 
ly satisfying act. Has a dummy in 
cowboy costume and the routine is 


|interesting without being full of 
straight gags and jokes. Cross’ 
dummy has a personality and an 


easy, breezy manner. For an encore 


' Cross uses a small, ene-hand colored 


dummy for a good singing novelty. 
Three Dancing Debs haven't much 
to do e cept a meaningless short 
dance. From this trio comes Vivian 
Mack for a mild tap early in the 


: show. 


Business socko at the seccnd show 
Saturday (3). Gold. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, Aug. 3. | 

Eileen Ritter, Gil and Bernice 
Maison, Yvette, Franklin D'Amore, 
Red Skelton, 16 Gae Foster Girls; 


After three weeks of ‘All This, and 
‘Heaven Too’ and pint-sized vaude, 
house gets back in the groove this 
week with a fast. varied and smartly | 


, | put together revue that ranks with 
Beaiities, | 


its best for overall audience reac- 
tion. Most of credit for lifting it into 


, big time goes to Red Skelton, out- 


standing local favorite, who returns 
for single week before flying to 
Coast under M-G pic deal. 

‘Sing - a - Song - With - Mike’ stunt, 
kept alive during past three weeks 
by audience balloting in lobby, is re- 
sumed this week with all-request 
community-sing, Roxyette Eileen 
Ritter getting ’em to fairly howl the 
ditties winning the final tabulation 
‘Woodpecker Song,’ ‘Imagination.’ 
‘Playmates’ and ‘God Bless America.’ 

Miss Ritter winds up audience 
warble with welcome-back introduc - 


tion of Skelton, who barges through | 


curtains to reply, rattle off a third- 
term crack or two and tickle ‘em 
with pantomime of motorists-at-the- 


| wheel, getting big returns for kid- 


ding the men as well as the women. 
Skelton invites all to ‘a garden party’ 
and traveler opens on outdoor cafe 
rest of doings. Line 
hoofs a neat precision bit and falls 
back to tables. 

Gil and Bernice Maison take it next 
with their snappy succession of 
canine artists. Dogs are perfectly 
trained and run the gamut of stock 
stuff, but the sock lies in their re- 
verse obedience, lying down on com- 
mand to stand up, etc., and refusing 
to obey even when guy gets on his 


knees and screams at ’em. Skelton 
returns with Edna _ Stillwell for 
series of ‘embarrasing moments’ bits, 
getting off to fine response on the 


and the manicurist twist. 


melted off earlier. 


bashful guy 
Line, which has 





returns half as girls in evening 
gowns and half as boys in tophat 
Miss Ritter takes center mike for 
partner-less warble of ‘Um Nobodys 
Baby’ as cute touch. Yvette, intro- 
Guced as ‘radio’s new singing sen 
lion,’ enters upstage and stops fol 
few bars ‘of he eme yng at rez. 
mike as she cont es to footlight 
Pretty. vivacious blond th just 
enough French and a rich lisper- 
ing quality in he: yprano, charmed 
‘em completely at iow caught F 
‘Meet the Sun Halfway Stepping 
Out with a Mer ’ ‘Never Smile 
Again’ and ‘Bo : nicn he ex 
plain he ‘just recorded—I hope 
you like it.’ Her explanation that 
‘everybodys ] I French. but IJ 
really come _ fro} the Louisiana 
Bayou count di in ovation and 
set mood for her t lish Ch t} 
I Am an Americ: 

Franklin D’Amore makes cleve 
entrance as tramp ! ig ach 
wandering unannounced into garden 


Slapstick acroba- 
tner is too long, 


party atmosphere 

tics with tramp pai 
but when partner climbs atop his 
head and stands there while both re- 
move their comic garb, revealing gal 


on tep, they begin to click solidly. 
Prolonged headstanding biz builds 
and the finish, heavily dramatized 
strong arm lift from floor, with 


D’Amore standing on chair end lead- 
ing over backwards, brought down 
the house. Shelton gets closing spot 
with his burlesque of banauet 
speakers, one of his top routines, and 
gals wind up layout with spectacular 
precision tap of ‘Orpheus’ overture, 
clever tie-in with swinging-the- 
classics theme of the film. 


Biz good at show caught, Craig. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Ray Bolger, Xavier Cugat Band 
(15), Allan Jones, Irene Hervey, 
Miguelits Valdez, Raul and Evra 


Reyes, Nina Orla, Don Baker; ‘Boys 


from Suracuse’ (U), reviewed in 
Variety, July 17. 
It’s a tessup this week as to 


whether ‘Boys from Syracuse’ or the 
siage show headed by Ray Boiger, 
Xavier Cugat’s band, Allan Jones 
and Irene Hervey (Mrs. Jones) is 
responsible for the heavy draw. The 
latter pair are in the film. It’s likely 
a combination of both, with the stage 
entertainment representing name 
value and coin outlay unusually big 
for this time of year. Cugat band is 
surrounded by Miguelits Valdez, 
Cuban singer: Raul and Eva Reyes, 
Latinish dance team, and Nina Orla, 
Spanish songstress and rhumba 
twister. 

Despite the Latinesque competi- 
tion, Bolger, musical comedy vet 
dancer and comic, is standout while 
Jones fits in okay with his vocals. 
Comedian proves a lifesaver for 
what otherwise would have been a 
dull talk seance between Jones and 
Miss Hervey. He also perks up the 
more monotonous Spanish glossings. 

Cugat’s combo has been the No. 1 
outfit at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel's 
Starlight Roof «N. Y.) for so many 
seasons he’s virtually a fixture at 
that class spot. His appearance here 
got favorable response when caught. 
For this engagement he bears down 
on the one-two-three-bump music 
for which he’s become noted, with 
the xylo, drums and two banjoists 
keynoting nearly every number. 
And, of course, there’s Cugat's spark- 
ling violin solo. Also, there’s the 
usual combination of singers in the 
orchestra. 

Valdez, purportedly from Cuba, is 
on too early for his loud ballad. 
Liked here enough to be recalled for 
a rhumba tune. He’s part of the 
band’s array of entertainers. but 
comes back later to pound two 
skillets and clutter up the Reyes’ 
dance act. Miss Orla also builds the 
Spenish atmosphere with her song 
and sultry dance. 

Raul and Eva Reyes present a 
typical rhumba and a snappy conga 
routine for an encore. Then comes 
Bolger with his drollery and 
familiar, superb stepping. 

Besides his easily executed light 
tapstering, which he’s made familiar 
to Broadway and more recently to 
picture pudiences, Bolger has added 
a ‘dignified’ English modulation to 
his microphone _spiels. which is 
strictly for the chuckles and made 
thus apparent as he swings into his 
normal speaking voice. His ecro- 
batic Spanish rhumba with an imagi- 
nary femme partner is all to the 
good while his imitation of the 
Louis-Galento fight is laughable in 
its trim footwork. He had to beg 
off. 

Latter introduces Miss Orla for 
her ballad session, as he tries direct- 
ing the orchestra, later absolutely 
panicking ’em with his dancing with 
the Spanish beaut. 

Jones, reappearing here only a lite 
tle more than six months following 
his last showing at the Par, sings a 
medley of George Gershwin tunes 
and then ‘Who Are You’ from 
‘Boys from Syracuse,’ in which he 
does the same number. Also con- 
tributes a number from a ferthcom- 
ing Paramount film in which he’s 
featured. Encore is ‘Donkey Sere- 
nade,” which Jones has included in 
his repertoire for some time and 
which he sang in a pie a couple of 


vears ago. He then brings in ‘my 
favorite wife,’ Miss Hervey, for con- 
iderable aimless chatter that is on 
the verge of bogging down until 
Bolger appears to rescue the pair 
with some additional tomfoolery. 
Don Baker organing for the audi- 


ence song-participation session prele 


udes the stage show 

Biz near capacity second night 

(Thursday). Wear. 
ROXY, N. Y. 

Dennis Day, Dick, Don and Dinch, 
Val Setz, Coleman Clark and Billy 
Willard with Bob Larimer, Ben 
Yosts New Yorkers (8), Gae Foster 
Girls (24), Paul Ash’s Pit Orch; ‘The 
Man I Married’ (20th), reviewed in 


VARIETY, July 17. 

On the screen here is a scorching 
blast at Nazi-ruled Germany, an 
adaptation of the lurid ‘I Married a 
Nazi’ serial which appeared in 
Liberty magazine, while on the stage 

a Fanchon & Marco 54-minute ef- 
ort to offset the sordidne th 
omething light and fluffy. The pur- 


pose is well aimed, but unfortunately 
the staging is jumpy 

It appears as though the talent 
is falling onto, instead of segueing 


into, one another. Primary fault is 
that the Gae Foster line of 25 girls 
is not being used to best advantage 
in moulding the show. 

On the other hand, Jack Parting- 
ton has arranged a striking and 
colorful set, something of a cross be- 
tween the Jones Beach boardwalk 
and the deck of a yacht, while Jesse 
Kaye, F. & M.’s booker, lined up a 
neat array of talent, topped by Den- 
nis Day, tenor of Jack Benny’s pro- 
zram, who is a holdover from the 
previous week’s show. 

Included are Val Setz, juggler of 
assorted things, who mixes somé 

‘Continued on page 46) 
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Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (Aug. 2) 
NEXT WEEK (Aug. 9) 


Numerals in connection wc o: 


s below indicate opening day of 


a) 


show, whether full or split week 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (8) 

T.ou Holtz 

Diosa Costello 

Shyrettos 

Lathrop Bros & L 

Jackie Helter 


WASHINGTON 
Capitel (9) 
Rrythm Rockets 
Cynda Glenn 
Bricklavers 
Bert Nagle 
Jimmy 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (7) 


Allan Jones 
Irene Hervey 





3 Arnolds 

Johnny Barnes 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (9) 


Tony Martin 











Ray Bolger Reddinger 2 
Xavier Cugat Danny Kaye 
Raul & Eva Reyes! Bobby Maye 
Nina Orla Regal (9) 

BUFPALO Fats Walter Or 

Buffale (9) OMAHA 
Ten Bernie Orc Orpheum (9) 
Henry Armetta Sammy Kaye Ore 
NEW YORK CITY } LaLage 

Strand (9) Oehman 2 

Tommy Trent 


Phil Spitalmy Ore 
(2) 


Will Osborne Orc 

West & Page 

Ben Beri 
WASHINGTON 
Karlie (9) 


Gae foster Gls 





Eddie White 
(2) 


Gae Foster Gis 


Fdmundson 


Gil & Bernie Maso 


Red Skelton 
Franklyn D'Amore 
Yvette 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (8) 
Jan Peerce 
George Tapps 
dune Forrest 
Ray & Trent 
Marie Grimaldi 
Jerome Andrews 
Hilda Bektler 
Robert Landrum 
Rabana Hasburgh 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (9) 
Johnny Woods 
Sylvia Foursome 
Dudley & Vastock 
Yest Co 
Paul Ash Orc 
ATLANTIC Cfrry 
Steel Pier (11) 
Goedrich & Nelson 
Jack Powell 
3 Samuels & 
larry Clinton 


Hayes 
Orc 


Orrin Tucker Orc 
Hamid’s Pier (11) 
Rose %& Fays 


Himberg & Calvert 
Frank & P Trado 
Kitaros 





(11-14) 
June Boyd 
(Two to fill) 
Hippodrome (9) 
Barr & Estes 


Frank Convyille 

3 Sailors 

Cass Daley 
Lucierne & Ashou 


BUFFALO 
Century (9) 
G White's Sec 
Ella Logan 
Ben Blue 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (13-15) 


Bobby Gilbert Co 

Marc Ballero 

5 Bigins 

(Two to fill) 
(9-12) 

Jimmy Lackmore 


rmdals 


Marey Bros & Bea 
Fraday Co 

(Two to fill) 

PITMAN 
Broudway (19) 

Lewis Sis 

Joe Rardin 
Lightner & Roscella 
Saravels Bros & H 


WILLOW GROVE 








Coleman Clark Willow Grove (11) 
BAUTIMORE Vespers 
State (15-17) Joe Rardin 
3 Sparks Lewis Sis 
4 CoHegians Lightner & Roscella 
(Cne to fill) Fraday Co 
World’s Fai 
American Jubilee | Ruby Merce: 
lucy Monroe Carrie Finn l 
Paul Haaken ppd Bros - 
Ray Middleton Albertina Rasch G 
Wynn Murray Pabst Blue Ribbon 
» Gardens 
z Aquacade met Yeawetn Cee 
Vincent Lopez Ore . —— 
Eleanor Holm Street of Paris 
Iuster Crabbe Gypsy Reuse Lee 
Saxon Sis Hylton Sis 
Frank Libuse Milton Watson 
Margot Brander Enis Beyer 
Ballantine Inn F & J Mubert 
Adrian Rotini Trio| White Way Casino 
Brazilian Bldg Rosita Royce 


Romeo de Silva Orc 
Grayce & Graham 
Barbary 


e 


Coast 


Kay Parsons 
Dane Campus (20) 
Harry James Orc 


Gay New Orleans 


Jay Freeman Orc 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Muriel Page 

Mark Plant 

Ren Dova 


Carlos & Carita 
Ann Lewis 





Maharra 


Winter Woaderland 


B & B Wade 

Alex Wurd 

Al Surette 
Genevieve & Stant's 
Mary Jane Halsted 
May Judels 
Elizabeth Cravens 


Sig Steinwall 
Duke & Sloan 
Zembie 
John Kirby Ore 
Velero Sis 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Frank Mandelia Or 
Pedrite Orc 
Eleanor French 

Arrowhead Inna 

(Saratoga) 
Ernie Holst Orc 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Josephine Housion 
Loper & Barrat 


Barney Gallant's 


Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Carter & Bowie 


| 





Virginia Gibson 
Dorethy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 
Beachcomber 


Sonny Kendis Orc 
Chavez Ore 
Rumba Ociet 
LeAhn Sis 
Ramon & Renii2 
El Nanego 

Bill Lertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 


Angelo Ore | 
Pat Williame | 
Lynn & Marion | 
Ma Jane Brown 
Billy Cascade 

Mova Gifford 


Barbara Lamarr 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Chartes Strickland 
Wiche 
Gilbert 
Lorraine 
Bishon 
Hiarrison 
liaroald Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 

Cale Pierre 
Mek 
Kreti 
WKoight Ore 


(ius 
Ei hel 
Bills 
Fred 
Spike 


Norman 
Sti nley 


ever 


Bob 


Cafe Sevciety 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Hazel Seott 
tiolden Cate 4 
Albert Ammons 
ete Johnson 





Chateau Moderne 


Maurice Staw Ore 
Dorothy Tanner 
Margaret Scott | 
Gabriel Develle | 
Maurice Shaw 
J.ei Leach | 
Jimmy Erikson 
Jack Messing 

Sai Grassis 


Club Caravan 
Joe Collins Ore 
Arthur Barnett 
Rita Renaud 
Ruth Wintor 
Chiquita Venezia 

Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel Ore 
Marie del Carmen 
Nedra Madera 
Minti 

Caban 


CasIno 
Consuelo Moreno 
Los Ojedas 

Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 
Diamond lrorseshoe 
Noble Sisslie Ore | 
Don McGrane Orc] 
Bianche Ring 
(iilda Gray 
Kddie Leonard 
Julian EKEltinge 
Harland Dixon 
Prof J 
W 
Hor 
Dave 
Hert 


Sally 


imberti 
ni Shaw 
yn” 
Mallen 
Hyde 
‘ll 


Chico j 


spure 


ran 
Burr 
Kl 
Don Alberto 
Antonio Escudero 
Maria Morales 
Mercedes Heves 
Aurelia Celinda 
Jutita 


Ore 





Suare 


Bele 


Gien Island Casino 
(New Kochelle, NY) 


Bobby Byrne Ore fa} 
t yinee aut Roem) 
Moro Morales Orc Romo Vincent (Walar 
Doroth Ciaire Gloria Blake Hadiey Gls 
Ti nie Paime: Mevmo Holt Leonard Keller Ore 
Pancho & Dolores Florence & Alvarez! Marion Holmes 
Nathanos Collette & Barry | 
Greenwich Village | Romo Vincent 
Casino 18. Club Blackhawk 
» > tlue Barron Ore 
Diana Del Rio | Gordon Andrews O Bh ta 
Ruth Kidd | Marion Mann 
- 5 . Peter Brent Orc Don & Beverls 
ary Jane Brown i » - ‘ 
Finds Marcia Jimmy Kelly’s Blackstone Hotel 
Fran McCormick Betty Carer (Balinese Km.) 
Sylvia Barry Pes sy ms law Plante Gloria Faye 
Swank Twins 
Havana-Madrid Princess Aloma | Geo Devron ¢ 
O De La Rosa Ore Joe Capello Ore Bon Alr | 
Juan een ee La Conga Abe Lyrean Ore 
Sergio Orta e 
4 715 “= : ’ roman Ort 
Maruja Serrano Eliseo Grenet Ore Jane ; > sos at 
Arturo Cortez | Rosita Rios Grace x NiKKG 
Alberio Torres Marco Rosales Marty May 
Lolit Mova Nena Montez Betty Pruce . 
Luis Rijos Manor & Mignon Dukes «& puches 
eA La M; i Dan Sterlin Ore 
Hickory House | a Marquise tose Gis 
Joe Marsala Or be dener gag —e oO Brevoort Hotel 
| 2 le eic 
Hotel Algonquin Chris Curtis (Crystal Reom) 
Stuart Ross Frances Connolly Dorothy Duval 
Hotel Ambassador Jeanne Jordan Dorothy Erichsvona 
Lat Siry Ore | Larue Bob Billings 
Vito Mancin 
adi Fs 
Hotel Astor eg a age ag Bill Blacido 
o ak c 
Tommy Dorsey Ore rt Broadmont 
Ralph Rotzers Ore Le Coq Rouge wee Whiiman 
Connie Haines Nicki Raymond Ore eke a aa 
Fraak Sinatra Don Marton Ore ne, sath gee 
, ae Sharone Stringer 
Pied Pip 2 Carroll Ksovd Whit i ‘ 
loria Vestoft Cecelia Lee +, —— 
| Tisdale 3 a 
Hotel Belmont- Carine Herb Rudo!phs O 
Plaz > » 
: es Le Ruban Blea | cnes Fares 
Va jiman Ore |Rasha & Mirko | Ted Lewis O 
Lito On . ‘< - “ | Lillian Carme 
Paula Laure i= . 
Grace Vaughun Sylvie St Clair |} Charlie Whittier 
Belmont Balladeers Stuart Ress } Geraldine Ross 
live low rd , é .OSS ; - ’ ‘ 
Ho are Hayward & Allen Morgan Dan 
Hotel Belvedere Fell Sis 
ee ene ae Leon & Eddie’s Evans Gls 
. eT avi ; d t 
Hotel Biltmore oa =? Davie wen oe. Sanne 
a 7 ie ou Martin Ore Ethel Brown 
“th ee ae —" D del Carmen Orc | Marion Moore 
as SReseans Luba Malina Harriet Norris 
King Sis | Renee LaMarr 3 Allen Coe 
ee Cen | Jerry Vance Bernie Adier 
Sheets Herturt | Joel & Annett Louise Lucano | 
Hotel Brevvort } ; > z Spent | 
| Norman & McKay Inez Gambo| | 
Hotel tessert | Mildred Craig Effie Burton 


(Brooklyn) 


Eddia Lane Ure 


| Geo Lloyd 


| Gray 


Palomo 

Sam Ray 

Vera Sanoff 
Hietel Edison 

Gordon Ore 

Hotel House 

Al Kavelin Ore 

Paiti Morgan 

Marlyn Stuart 
Hoiel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 


Essex 


| Zinn 





Bill Lester Ore 
Nick hing 

Paul Anthony 
Prot Harwal 


Pat Marrow 
Lucille Wright 


Hotel Lexington 


Ray McKinney Orc 
Honolulu Ma:ds 


Hotel Lincoln 
Les Brewn Cre 


Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Or: 
Jeanne D Arey 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton Orc 
Kdwina Blades 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Fdith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
toss MacLean 
Margaret Richmond 


Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
SaHy Rand 

Valya Valentinoff 
Dora Maugham 
Sid Tomak 

Reis Bros 

Harger & Maye 
Flower 


Highiand Scotties 


Nelson's Dog Show 
Nelson & Barnes 
Roland 

Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Betty Allen 

Helen Standish 
‘scat’ Powell 
Charlie Bourne 


Esterbr’k & Farmer 
Hotel Pennsylvania 


Everett Hoagland O| 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
John Buckmaster 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Arthur Ore 
Muriel Lane 
Tommy Taylor 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendricks 
Emile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 

Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Waldos’no Rhumba 
Morley & Gearheart 
Rita Lupino 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 
Henri Noel 


Hotel ‘Taft 
Frankie Masters Or 


Hotel Waldertf- 
Astoria 


(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 


Mischa Borr Ore 
Larry Adler 

Raul & Eva Reyes 
Georges & Jalna 


Josephine Houston 
Hurricane 


Fddie Bush Ore 
Fauste Curbelleo Or 





Beth Chandler 


Lido Beach Ctub 
E Madriguera Orc 
Betty Hutton 
Paul & Eva Reyes 
Old Roumanian 
Frankie Rooth 
Jackie Stewart 
Jean Lee 
Joe La Porte's Ore 
Piping Rock 
(Saratoga) 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
Fiance Elegante 
Ernest Franz Oro 
Bill Farrell 
Joe Ravaze 
Vincent de Costa i 





Gower 


, Art Tubertini 
| Tino Donelli 


Queen Mary 


| Joe Ellis Orc 


Ginger Wayne 

Kay Parsons 

Carel Dennison 
Flowerton 
Gibson 


Consuelo 
Virginia 
Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Mariyon & Michael 
Kainbow Koom 

‘Toni Hope 

Elvira Rive 

& Jeanre 
Hildee'de Halliday 
Ray Heatherton (Cr 
Riley’s Lake House 


(Saratoga) 
Art Jahn Or 
Ramon & RFeniia 
Deane Janis 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N.J.) } 
Leo Reisinan Ore 


Pancho Orc 
Harry Richman 
Joe kK Lewis 
stelle Taylor 
Chandra-Kaly 


Chester Hale Gis 


LOS ANGELES 


BAR OF MUSIC 
Muriel Goodspeed 
Bill Jordon 
George Went 
John Hale 
Dick Winslow 


Biltmore Bow! 


Varsity §% 
Patricia hay 
The Alvin's 
Gerd'’n's Racketeers 
Lester & Irmajean 
Varsity Eight 
Johnny Richards 


Club Bali 
Fletcher 
Lutcher 


Ore 


Oo 


Bruz 
Nellie 


Cocoanut Grove 


The Roger's 

Eddie Duchin Ore 
Earl 

Francis & 

Hank Ladd 

Slate Bros 

Fay Carroll 

Bob Bromiley 

Clyde Hager 

Frakson 

Bob Williams 

Red Dust 

Miller & Reading 

Sterner Sis 

Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 

Jean Tighe 

Edward Aguilar Or 

Manny Strand Orc 


Carroll 
Gray 


Florentine Garden 
Elinor Troy 

NTG & H'wood Rev 
Clymes Troupe 
Daryl Harpa Ore 
Faith Bacon 


Grace Hayes Lodge 


Peter ‘Lind’ Hayes 

The Mi Lings 

Grace Hayes 

Sibyl Bowan 

Wally Vernon 

Nick Cochran Ore 
It Cafe 

Al Graham Orc 


| Arthur Davy's Ore 


| Harry 


Ross-Fenton Farme 
(Asbury Park, N.4.) 


Feidie O11 
Fernand Canay 
Hartinans 
Spivy's Roof 
bor 
Movore 


Sebast 


“rc Ore 
vre 


hori ey 
Disne 
Johna 


Julie 





am 


Citlespie 


Stork Club 


Wrirht Ore 


Roland 


Charlie 


1 
Va wit 


Versailles } 


Nicholas I’ Amico O 
Panchito Ore 
Frances Williams 


Village Barn 


Warre Ore 
Nolan 

Austin 
Colt 


Rubes 


Arthur n 
Noll & 
Virginia 
Phyllis 
tadiv 


Villepicuaes 


Raymond Cole 


Lindy Hoppers 


! 

| 

Ia Conga | 

Joe Frisco | 
Chiquita | 
Paul Neighbors Or | 
Phillip topez Ore 
Paris Inna | 


Dolores & De Vega | 


kenny Henryson 

| Dominic | 
Helen Lewis 
Marg rite & M'rtines 
Eric Massey | 
Henry Monet 
Mareia Rand 


Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Oro 
PIRATES DEN 
llappeney 
Ore 


Pegleg 
Max Fidler 
Seven Seas 
LJjliian Gibson 
tob Mathews 
Miss Avalon 
Pouanani 
Johnie 


Bright Ore 
Maxte’s 


& Moore 
Cerretson i 


Slapsy 
T.ewis 
Margie 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Fosenbpioom 
Cullen Richards 
Billy Rurt 


J Riley Scott 





Ore 
Somerset House 


Ringland 
Sailee Ore 


f.ou 
Swanne tan 


Gladys Bentley 
(Charlie Evans 
Kiddie Beal 
Dudley Dickerson 


Topsy's 


Duval & Tregg 
Ugo Martinelli 
Jara re 
Foosy’s Girlesque 
Fuss Brown 
Marvin Del re 
Wiltshire Bowl 
Dancing Sirrons 
Gus Arnheim Ore 


Victor Hugo 


Matty Malneck Orc 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 
Shelton Orc 

Hays 


Jerry 
Virginia 


Bismarck Hotel 


Paullette Ia Pierre 

Wave Unell Ore 

NYorothy Dale 

Edaie Roth Ore 
Club Minnet 


Patsy Mae 
George Sicore 
Vivien Stuart 
Pat Perry 
Fillmere Sherman 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del Estes 

Colony Club 


Carl Ravazza Ore | 
Owen & Parker | 
t 


Monchita Orc 
10 La Playas 


Colosimos 
Ada Leonard 


| Holly 


| Jackson R & Stone 


jla tls 

Mary Ston | 

CGiale Sext » 

Hank, h Alule 

sack | nce | 

BK Quavtell Ore | 

Pronaph Gls } 
Cinb Dellsa 

Billy Mitehell 

(‘yvelene Morgan 

sillia Eckstein 

De Alexande 

‘bippie Hil 


& Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Wille 
var! Tsorn 
Petts} Gl 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
((slass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 
Joa Vera 


Kdgewater 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
VV it © 
Tat f‘ot 


Seach 


rr 
Leavis 
*arinert 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
tbh Foote 
835 Club 
© Mer 
March 
Ore 
Honnert 


weirs is 


Franke's Casino 
Rand 


! 
ally 


Hotel 
Km) 


tsraemere 
House 
fal Alunroe Or; 


((rlass 


ra Rp irdson 


Harry's New York 
Larry \ nut 

AT 
Anthony 
Pick Burns 
Mer I 
Mar! 
Dorothy 
Mel ¢ 
Hov 


anda F 


sha 

Ta:ent Trio 
Johnson 
vyle Ore 
eler Gls 

Hi Hat 
Willia Shore 
Mury Grant 
Varrita Pyan | 
te i!s | 
Jimmy Cassidy Orc! 

Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Swanson 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 
L’Aigton 

Emil DeSati 
Arsene sierel 
Isobel deo Marco 

Hotel ta Salle 
(Biue Freat Room) 
Crusaders Orc 


ta ¢ 


Ore 





| Johnny 


| La 


| John 


| Charlie Gaines 
Pet 


| Lexington 


Liberty Ina 
Lou Reytolds 
Donaiine 
Doris Chesterfield 
Pearl Saunders 
Tommy Port 
Don Dunn 
Karl Wiley Oro 

Morrison Hotel 
(Beston Oyster 
House) 
Manfrea Gotithelf 
Old Heidelberg 
Mary MecCormik 
Heidelberg Uctetie 
Heidelberg Ens 
Jolly Franzl Ore 
Franze!l Orc 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Stone 
Ray Nuble Ore 
Poggie & Yur 
Vick Barstow 
Valerie Thon 
4 Texas Ramblers 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 


Gary 





Raymond Scott Orc | 


| 


Rath Nixon 
Tangee 
Babette Gls 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Flinor Daniels 
Hazel Zaius ° 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margret Faber 
Rose LakRose 
Marcia 
jarbara D 
Jean Mode 
Anita ivane 
Anita Page 
Betty l.ou 
Catherine Harris 
Jo Ann Carrsll 
Wilina ak 
Patsy 
Lilli Dawn 
Don & Betty Lynn 
Parbara Doune 
Sot Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Gis 


sane 


Nov 
Shaw 


Thompson's 16 Club 


Ray Revnolds 
Steve Stutland Orc 
Reve Martin 

Yron Nova 


Louise Shannon 

Ellen Kaye 

Pat Thomas 

Marsh McCurdy 
Villa Moderne 

Texas Tommy 


Carl Marx | 

. Pixfords 

Silver Cloud Jack Turner 
Timmy Ames Jacquelyn Panette 
Vivian Stewart Tony Cabot Orc 

Arcadia Minstrel Tavern 

Helen Doyle Maxine & Odette 
Lee Lamont Dumont Minstrels 


Mel-()-Roy 
Carlin Oro 


Cadillac Tavern 


Eddie Thomas | 
8 Cadillac Coquettes | 
Hendriques & A 
Bill Gates Ore 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Pat Procelli 

Nikki Nikolat 

Betty Williams 

Frankie Schluth 

Walt Temple Ore 


Club Bali 


Comparsa 
Danny White 

Allen Fielding’s Ore 
Johnny & George 
Don Renaldo Ore | 
Chico & Michael 





Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, | 
N. J.) | 


Joe Kraft 
Julian & C 
Tom Turner 
Marilyn Dale 


} 

Ore | 
Hall 
| 

| 

| 


Cusano’s 


Dick Jones 
Lola Clare | 
Dorothy Dare | 
Lou Martin | 
Ralph Sunner Ore 
Di Pinto'’s | 
Phil Fletcher | 
ion Kelly 
Dolores Lochre } 
Phyllis Love 
Margie Mealy 
Joe Wayne } 
Eddie Jarvis Ore 


Embassy 
Nino Nanni | 
Del Norella } 
Loretta 
Mendoza | 
Marion 


Lane 
rio 
Kingsley 


Evergreen Casino 
Kay Allen 

Ramos & Navette 
Ethel Lynn 
Oscar Davis 
Pat Shevlin 


1523 Locust | 
Rubbles Shelby 
betty Stone | 
Judy lLwee | 
Kay Laney | 
Kings of Swing Or 
Gay 90's 
Wil'llams Ore 
Charles Ha 
Kar! Rowe 


Ore 


Chie 


mon 


Henri's 
Andre & FFf&nces 
Ray O'Day 
Al Blank 
Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Ore 


(H Walton RKoof) 
Vineent Rizzo 
Devant 
Patricia Kingsley 
leon & Mace 
Cass Franklin 
Jean Monda 
(;jlamour Gis (14) 
Fontaine Ore 
Jam 
Mickey House 
Dave Newman 
Krechmer 
Freddie Kornfeld 
Max Spe¢ 

Jim 


Ore 


Neil 


Session 


Thorpe 


| Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


irving Brasl« Ore 
Mrankie Richardson 
Crossetti Sis (2) 
pkins 


Ww 


Bill 
Ag 





Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 
Eleanor Obold 
Vinda Steehan 
Evelyn Lauchain 
Joanne Sherer 


Lexington Casino 
Ore 


| 


Williams 
bv White 
e Hayes 
Harry Rose 
Trio 
Lido Venice 

John Joseph Ore 
Frank Hail 

Irene Kaye 
Winston & Deane 
Melba 

Dee Rogers 

Little RathskeMer 
Ruth Clayton 

Fay & Wellington 
Ann Howard 
Raiph Levis 

4 Ink Spots 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Pert 
Ah 





» 





| Tony 
|} Jean 


| Charles 


| George 


Bohn Trio 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 


Marriott's R'm Ore 


Manoa Inn 
Cooke & Dale 
Cortez & Olga 
Jack White Co 
Bunip & Dump 
Naucy Newell 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 

Montgomery's 
Vicki Cooper 
Jane Mitchell 


Donna J.ee 
Dottie Payton 


Paul Moth 
Fan Caswell 
Penn Fay Ore 


Open Door Cafe 
Billy Hays Ore 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Marj Drummond 
Ethel Maeder 


| Old Covered Wagon 


Leo Zollo Ore 
| Paivh Eastman 
| Mildred Rogers 


Peacock 
Earl 


Red 


Chambers Ore 
Foulkner 
Wilson 
Dumont 

Burns 

Gallagher 


(iardens 
Denny Orc 


Lion Inna 


Ed 
Joe 
Dot 
Frank 
Billy 


School House Inn 
O'Neill 
Russell 
Calhoun 
& Jean 
Billie Lee 
Jimmie Venuti 


Silver Lake 


Lu 
Emerson 
Williaims 
Pas 
Reed 
Gloria French 
Mickey Famiulant 
69th St Rathskeller 
Walla Walters 
Sandy McPherson 
Pete Hays 
Rita Kelly 
Bobby White 
Jimmy Slicks 
B’way Debs (6) 
Dave Glaes Orc 


Andy 
Buck 


Ore 
Inn 
Alice ey 
Eddie 
Hazel 
Frank 


oO 


Streets of Paris 


Mildred Benson 
4 Charnis 
Mildred Lewis 
Virginia Worth 
Ann Fagan 
Mary Horen 
Bee Mahoffy 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Baby 
Clit 


Hines 
Conrad 
Spatola’s 
Susan Lang 
Hal Hoffer 
Sterk Club 
Raloh 
Ral] Brown 
Modernettes 
Billy Daniels 
Bdith Brown 
Henry Patric 


Fields 
yh 
(4) 


k Ore 
Spread 
W 


Fagle Inn 
lliams 
Hofman 
Gormely 


{ 2m 
OF | 
K 


20th 
Bobby Bernard 
foppers 
Ruth Philli 


Harry Dobbins Ore 


Century 


ps 


Viking Cafe 
Staurt 
Parker 


sonnie 
Murray 
2 Tones 

Vincent & Tane 
Phillis Lane 
Joe Vernon 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Curran Bligh 
Merril & Elliott 
Marilyn & Martinez 
Tia 
Jack Smith 


Ore 


Signor Karmine 
Takayama 
Valley & I.ynne 


Bob Merill 
Lewis & Van 
Dens Elliott 
Jack Smith 
Dave Peterson 
Elmer Seltzer 


| 


| Chick 


| Daring Trio 
| 
| Jerry Tapps 





Yacht Clab 


Ellen Gibbs Mary Navie Ore 
| George Bakay La Vodis 
Jacob Herbert Diane Collier 
Anchorage Don Andrea 
Piccolo Pete Ore Novelle & Nola 
Carolyn Moore 
Arlington Lodge Bubby O'Neil 
Dale Somers Ore Steve Day 
Betty Smiley Gladys Delmar 
BIN Green's Nixon Cafe 
M Spitalny Ore Al Marsico Ore 
Faye Parker Bob Carter 
Billy Leach Callahan Sis 
Boogle-Woogie Club) l’rince Mendes 
Boog Shermar seareetes 
( -. os e i i] De t- 
Beanie Dvevah Angelo Di Palma 
Max Simon Nut House 
Bishop Bros i 
> = Jim Buchanon 
Ralph Wolfram Harry Nosokott 
Club Petite Mike Peytun 
Freddy Castle Ore Ray Neville 
Eugenie Baird Ved Blake 


Sid Green 


Cerk and Bottle 
Frank Shean 3 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken LT'alley 3 
Johnny Mitchell 


Don Battist 
Veracn 

Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
Nelson Maples Orc 
Chuzzy Ross 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hoiel 7th Avenue 
Less Saunders 
Ida Iola 
Everett 
Betty 
Tominy 
Jessica Wheatley 


Haydn 
Donahve 


| Evergreen Gardens 


| Lou 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Karl Tate Ore 
Jimmy Baldwin 
Carol Crane 
Lilly Valaire 
Kav Baird 
Nenie Walters 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaathues 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Wanda Shiner 
Harry Bigley 
tay Catizone 
Steve Mathews 
Mike Shamrella 
Kenny wood 
Breese Ore 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Penn 

He Fritschie 


rb Ore 





Mclariand 





Joe Klein 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 


Orchard 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 
Vines 
Howard Becker 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahl 
Riviera 
Jack Meakin 
Patricia Norman 
John Smith 
Johnny MacAfee 
Yacht Clab 
Midd@leman 
& Turk 
troese 
Shirley Heller 
Lou Douers 
Eddie Metcalfa 
Line (5) 
Sky-Vue 
Woistman 
Young 


Or 


H 
Jerry 
Poel 


Ora 


Cyril Or 
Helen 
Union Grill 
Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretio 
Villa Madrid 


Joe Shafer 
Carmelita & lee 
Alfredo & Rosita 
Jerry Stewart 
Webster Hall 
George Weber Ore 
West View 
Prager 
Ronney 
Morris 
Hiondes 
Willows 


Lelialoha 
Lani Mcelntire 


Art 


Manny Ore 
Isetty 
Skeets 
Flying 


Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillaec Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 
Bowery 
Frances Faye 


Morris & Rogers 
Ted Meza 
Tre Dions 


International Rollos 
Patricia Bloor 
Jack Spot 
Boweryettes (12) 
Johnny King 

Chas Carlisle 


Benny Resh Ore 


Blue Lantern 


Sonya Ladare 
| Gale Reynobkis 
Marie aul 

Tack Terry 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Frank Temple 
Lee Walters Oro 


| 


Corktown Tavera 


Charley Page 

Hal & Dolly 

Patsy Marr 

Dillon & Carlo 

brank Reynolds 

6 Vesters 

Eddie Bratton Ore 
Hund's 

Old Timers 

Roland LaPrise 3 


London Chop House 


Rica Martine 
Roger-Stanlev Ore 
Mar-Jo 


Carroll & Gorman 


} 





| 


Mayfair 
Matt Page 
Gladys Hunter 
ter & Desmond 

Bardo 

Banquett 
Phil Olsen Oro 
Northwood 
& L Taft 
J ry 
ite 
b 


ina 
T 
Sally 
Jean RK 
Sammy 


hie 
bert re 
Palm Beach 
Bobby Jones 
Carlos V 
Eleanor 
Carol & 
Mage & Karr 
Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club 
Marcie 
Marie 
Joa & 
Geo Ber 
Presion 


Carl 


*sla 
Hope 
Lynn 


Royale 
Knapp 
Hollis 
Betty Lee 

nrhard Dane 

Lambert 

Bonner Ore 
San Diego 
Boh ‘Uk Hen 
Ravell & Rit 
‘ Ro 
Tune Glory 
Ger Presnell 
Al der O 
Hotel 
Koom) 


a’ aw 


hee 


rege 
Ale 
Whittier 
(Geld Cap 
Londonaires 
WONDER BAR 
Pedro Dele 
Linda Garcia 
Lvle Smith ¢3) 


He'en Ri 


n 


XAT 9 


m ( 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 


Otto Thurn Ors« 
Lois Cornwall 
Rita & Rubina 
Paul & Pettit 
Carl Mueller 
Miidred 
Myron R; 


th 


Sin 
an 
Club 
Singer Or 


Black 


Airway 


Inn 
Ore 


College 
Norman Brill 
Bonnie IauVonne 
Kddie Rau 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Art I, 
Manhattanettes 
Ro Sedley 
Kiddie 

Hetel Allerton 
Jonnie, S Steele 

Hotel Carter 
Don Bari Cre 
Carinna 

Hotel Cleveland 
Teighton Noble Ore 
Floyd 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 

Hotel Hollenden 
George Duffy Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Barbara, B 


ickeyv Ore 


barnes 


Leslie 


| 





& Fredricks 
Morgan 
Statler 


Or 


Parker 
Grace 
Hotel 
Day 
& Edilie’s 


Riltie 


Oscat 


Jack 
r 
Rubertineo 
Behe herinan 
Artene R 2 © 


vadway 


Lindsay’s Sky Clab 

Roy RFRaysor 

Pearl | 

Judy Presion 

Harold Simp 

Monaco’s Cal 
Taylo (> 


Club 


JelLucca 
I 


ro 


Mounds 
Rthel Shutta 
Sammy Walsh 
Three Td'ers 
Sid Prussin Ore 

Ohio Villa 
Austin Wylie Ore 
Mickey Katz 
Gertrude Neisea 
Rose & Stone 

Southern Tavera 
Lee Allen Ore 

Henry Geo 
Thirty-Severn 


g0 
Club 


Chapelle 
Vale 
Hayes 


Carole 
June 


Helen 





Pier Ballroom at Geneva-On-The- 
Lake, near Youngstown, O., schedule: 


Raths'r Eldoradians Ben Bernie, Aug. 
Aug. 11; and Lawrence Welk, Aus. 


Wilson's 
Joe Hough, me. 


25. 


A- Miller, 


ai 
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21,000 CONCERTS ANNUALLY 





N.Y. Sup. C't Reserves Decision On 
Brokers Plea to Restrain Ticket Law f AVS INCOME TA In Strawhats at Half-Season Mark 


Second phase of the court fight | 
against the New York State Mitchell 
law, limiting premiums on all tickets 
sold by agencies at not more than 
75c. over the boxoffice price was 
staged in N. Y. supreme court Fri- 
day (2) before Justice Sidney Bern- 
stein. Decision on the ticket bro- 
kers’ application to restrain Paul 
Moss, license commissioner, and 
Lewis Valentine, police head, from 
enforcing the new statute was re- 
served. 


Court made two significant re- | 


marks which may be interpreted to 
mean that the temporary siay sought 
may not be granted. During the pro- 
ceedings which consumed three and 
one-half hours, Justice Bernstein 
said: ‘Where there is doubt of con- 
stitutionality it is the duty of the 
lewer court to sustain the law and 
let theyhigher court determine the 
constitutionality.’ At the end of the 
session the bench remarked: ‘If I 


deny this application for a tem- | 


porary injunction I will give you 
a very early trial,’ the court address- 
ing William A. Hyman, attorney for 
the ticket people. 2 
Hyman’s aggressiveness enlivened 
the proceedings, but this time there 
was no repetition of the charge at 
the first hearing to the effect that 
the Shuberts inspired the Mitchell 
pill and that they schemed to grab 


control of the ticket agency busi- | 
ness. Brokers’ counsel centered his | 
appeal on a description of the ques- | 
tioned statute and emphasized the | 


decision of the U.S. Supreme Court 
in 1927, which ruled out a similar 
law (Tyson vs. Banton) as price- 
fixing. Hyman declared that the 
(Continued on page 42) 


CHOP FOUR-AS 


NUT TO BONE 


Associated Actors and Actresses of 
America, parent of the talent unions, 
having moved back to Equity’s build- 
ing on west 47th street, N.Y., has cut 
operating expense to the bone. Fig- 
uring that the Four A's will 
probably never be able to repay 
loans from the affiliates, the latter 
have written the items off their 
bovks. The total was between $30,- 
000 and $40,000, mostly obtained 
from the affiliates during the struggle 
with the stagehands last year. 

Unions which made the loans are 
Equity, Screen Actors Guild, Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists and 
shorus Equity. 

Paul Turner, the Equity attorney 
who shared the 45th street offices 
with Frank Gillmore and the Four 
A’s staff, still occupies the suite 
Lease on the place does not expire 
until next April and it is planned to 
sublet the offices before then. Four 
A’s being liable for half the rent 
until expiration. Gillmore, who is 
still president of Four A’s, withdrew 
as executive director, but receives 
Salary ($7,800 annually). He is sub- 
ject to call from the committee 
hich is handling Four A’s until an- 
other director is named, if and when. 

Gillmore’s secretary, Ralph Town- 
ley, is retained, serving both for the 
Four A’s and Equity. Alfred Eltings, 
secretary to Paul Dullzell, Equity’s 
executive secretary, is also on the 
job there. Minor Four A’s post also 
retained is that of treasurer, Ruth 
Richmond receiving the honorium of 
$50 yearly. Her job is to sign 
checks, 


3d Father’ Likely 


Chicago, Aug. 6 

Oscar Serlin plans a third com- 
Pany of ‘Life With Father’ in Bos- 
ton early this fall. 

Dorothy Gish is slated for the 
Mother role. She has beeen in Chi- 
Cago for several weeks with her sis- 
ter, Lillian, whe is doing the part in 
thy local company at the Blackstone. 


+ 
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TMK, NOT OPER I No Bway Possibilities Seen As Yet 
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Helen Gahagan Will ities itaaasideeah iain ‘How to Worry Chorines, PR cr fo chy ee 


poss and, while the rural show 
Tour “Wi ‘Wind i In Sails’ Trail in the apateriand— | Or Will ‘Grass’ Bioom shops have given employment to a 
It’s the Reverse Slant on | | flock of players, the product devel- 


Although the strawhat tryouts Heartbreak Trail Leading oped is about on the same level as 


Res i i 4 yrass , . 
sumption of ‘Keep off the Grass, |previous years, Including this 


, which suspended at the Broadhurst, 





| have shown little | for Broadway | to Grand Opera Lae he eee dete Ger Gaiie Maen | week’s dozen or more new shows, 
usage, some plays will reach regular but aetute Mane for relighting a | there will have been more than 55 
production regardless. One such is | revue are incomplete eee of | Plays tested in the barn belt. 

‘Wind in the Sails,’ by Don Totheroh, RADIO SLANTS choristers are on the anxious seat Not including the current crop, 
which was tried out recently at therefore. They signed new con- | NOt one has been definitely rated a 
| Spring Lake, N. J., with Helen Ga- | ernment itracts for the resumed engagement | Broadway possibility, but it is usual 
hagan in the lead. By EDWARD SMITH land if ‘Grass’ does not go on again | that the tryouts during the latter 


Miss Gahagan owns the drama, |the Shuberts must pay them two | half of the summer period are more 
having acquired it from the author |weeks salary. However, the chor- | favorably regarded by the scouts. 
last year. She intends touring in . ines cannot sign with another show, | This season in the hideaways has 
‘Sails, with a Broadway date de- | The gravy trail is the musical op- but may appear elsewhere in the in- | S¢¢® More musical efforts than usual, 
pendent upon the road showing. posite to the heartbreak trail de- terim. | and at least one seen so far may be 
Totheroh is a close friend of the geribed in jast week’s VARIETY. The whipped into shape for regular 
actress, and her husband, Melvyn | | presentation. 
Douglas, who has been occupied in : : | : : ‘ The musicals include ‘Crazy With 
| Hollywood for some time. established name singers and their Ley , pg tigen ty the Heat,’ now in its second week at 
H lesser contemporaries, The heart- | ment, or be liable to pay the Shu- Locust Valley, L. Res and ‘Two Weeks 


break trail, aforesaid, was the China- ,berts the equivalent of two-weeks With Pay,’ which played a two-week 


. ; dafe at White Plains. While the 
| Pla S Pla ers /man’s chance gambling odds along Salary. Broadway possibilities are guesses at 
9 the way to grand opera. Grand 
| i opera is the prestige but not much . me ee for pictures whether they 
“is : relabi 7 reach metropolitan showing or not, 
In Miniature As | cash te Bog heavy singing in Gallo Mulling and one (‘Four Cheers for Mother’) 
r € 


date, several new plays are figured 
America. income taxes ore has already been bought for Holly- 
| built up and paid off only in the | e wood 
road dates of which New York and | P Price Ya ve ogg igh ne beeper 
} ie “he wd os Ih 
ure or wves Chinas snk ene tin ee eae op not on the boards is Christopher 


Morley’s ‘Soft Shoulders,’ which is 





| Should the choristers jump to an- 
gravy trail is the concert tour of the Other attraction and ‘Grass’ does go 














very important to the singers. holding over at Roslyn, L. I., and by 
a Keokuks is the payoff. T B k M t the end of the week will have played 
‘The Miracle Theatre” which is; During the past year over 20,000 0 uc e three and one-half weeks. It is an 


: _ : ; | old Morley script. He lives in the 

being privately demonstrated in New , COncerts were given in 500 U. S. locality, which explains the draw. 
| York and is said to have attracted cities with an average take of $1,000 
'department store interest as a free 2 concert. Thus, America paid| Pop priced grand opera to oppose 
show for children, is a novelty , $20,000,000 for its concerts, to the Metropolitan next season is a | 
lk ; Pe ’ Ar ‘er | $5,000,000 for its or Cc ms possibility, Fortune Gallo weighing 
|} known as ‘Tanagara,’ first seen over ts operas, oncerts | the idea. Impresario of the San 
here about 30 years ago. The minia- 8r@ much cheaper to give also. In Carlo outfit is known to be engaging 
'ture ‘theatre, about three feet by |N. Y. it is possible for a singer to a number of high class warblers and 
/10, has been treated with modern| hire Town or Carnegie Hall for it is indicated they will not be used 
improvements by Horace Armistead | $500-$750, together with ushers, | for San Carlo which plays most of b] 
and Leon Rand Warren, connected printed programs, tickets and prob- the season on tour. 
with the Center scenic studios,|ably an accompanist. Any gross| Gallo played his troupe twice last 
where the device is on view. over that sum will go to the artist. | season at the Center, N. Y. at $1.99 Three Broadway hits, twe of 

Normal size players are employed, The average operatic performance |top and both dates were money | which closed Saturday (3) and the 
they working from the floor level. outside the greater companies re- makers. Believed that given the |third shutters this week (10), will 
The action is projected in color upon | GUIring many principals, orchestra | proper theatre a season concurrent | have drawn a combined total gross 
an inclined mirror elevated about | stage hands, etc., costs $5,000. with the Met is feasible. If the New |of about $826,600, according to 
six feet, the players being reduced | Naturally the singer will probably York idea goes through another | Variety boxoffice estimates. Amount 
to miniature, measuring about 15, lose money on a N, Y. concert if he company will be chosen to play the | was piled up over two seasons. 











inches. Painted gauze scenery pro- |S not well known. San Carlo road dates. Pop opera at| Biggest grosser of the three was 
vides the settings, while the dialog Good Reviews |half the scale charged at the Center | ‘The Male Animal,’ which withdrew 
, . hiatal . cir F ao aieah . C- ¢ " Sa ere “s 
is amplified and incidental music Most singers are willing to take was presented at the Hippodrome, | Saturday from the Cort after getting 


but the general class of the shows | $389,300 in 30 weeks. Afier a layoff 
was not comparable with .the Met. |it will open a road tour in Chicago. 
which has a $7.70 top. ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ which quit 
In mulling the idea a discussion | Saturday at the Miller, grossed $189,- 
whether Italian opera would be sup- |100 in 19 weeks. It plays the Manle- 
ported over here because of the war | wood (N., J.) theatre this week, then 
arose. From another direction how- | jumps to the Coast. 
ever, it has been shown that music! ‘There Shall Be No Night,” slated 
lovers have yet to exercise dis- to go off next Saturday at the Alvin 


comes from discs. 


vs these losses, hoping for good reviews, 
| Two plays prepared and exhibited & 


‘ _ and the chance of interesting one of 
are ‘Rip Van Winkle’ and ‘Little Red | 4,, oP igma , eg 
, 1” Ott reg ided t the two big concert agencies, NBC 
ling rs > added to 56 
Riding Hood. ne! hes Ae , ~* or Columbia, to take them on. If 
} »pertory sing ‘Jack anc e , : 
the repé 7 thes : 4 Cc *" :, 1, ; ; that happens, the singer may then be 
Pansti . ad: ‘Cinderella’ anc : 
ee ae : ~ % E . we | ' | able to make a living, as the concert 
. ~ rT¢ ,acn p Vy akes . 
Dick uttington, £ I wd > agencies will have many open spots 
about 35 minutes and is directed by 


for a good voice, while compara- 
< Parke ik Technician is Al : | 
Mrs. Parker Likel c . tively fewer for a singer whose only 


Beskin, peridineriey with the studio. ability lies in operatic presentation crimination. Recently at Lewisohn | and resume Sept. 9 before going on 

Players in the demonstrations are Senknhania 4 ei “ ptcwe po = Stadium, N.Y. a concert with Kirsten | tour, will have drawn $248,200 when 
said to be professionals, there being learn onis operatic euhae peter ‘eit Flagstad is said to have drawn the |it temporarily goes dark after 15 
four plus a youngster. Cast Is Iris iis he: iy os i ‘he err dies “se yiggest gate of the summer so far. | weeks. ‘Tobacco Road,’ which finally 
| Posner, Walter Ward, Ruth Halstead ee eco meee -- nchtian gneed She repeated with ‘wo concerts at | folds Aug. 17 at the Forrest after 


as a concert program of 20 songs and 
encores seldom has more than three 
or four operatic selections, and is 


the Ravina Music Festival, Chicago, |™ore than six years, has grossed 
which completed a six weeks season |@bout $2,500,000. That figure is al- 


land Bill Abbott, who is a swimmer 
and musician. Others have been oc- 


— : . " : peleen deli Dancin rad as “ead { 4 b ‘H 1 yy r, ? 
‘upied with picture shorts and Dione ee “ Sunday (4). ready toppec vy enzapoppin 
ns y i the child actre Use of | COMposs d of songs in German, French : which is approaching the two-year 

« r Ss eT ] © . > ‘ ~ . " ‘A = VV ‘ . , : ¥ ’ € 

q Mavis 6 : . Italian, Spanish and English. Hence nark at Satan } 

the ‘theatre’ by women’s clubs fo: mark at the Winter Garden, having 


again a need for language, interpre- 


‘ipa AEDS sibility. o = drawn a gross of about $2,760,000 
fund raising is a possibi y. ...,4 | tation, and knowledge of what i A. (. Ventnor Pier Fire Olsen-Johnson revue en > gate nat 


Contrivance appears to be based ; 


beings < £ about is P > ( o 
on the same principle as the ‘fish a ; oe ee B Ou St k U . certain to better the $3,000,000 figure, 
bow!’ illusion, used in some cafes | ~~ urns { 0c nit and as far as the records show, the 
nd stores Radi« toc has been sadly neg- ts 9 first show ever to do so « Broad- 
ees ected, wit any singers declarins A d S | B d way alone. 
Pings ee ee ee n eciaié S$ Dan 
hat the songs they are a ked to sing ———_—___— 


Raymond Moore's Estate iie.. sticse teputations’ on Atlantic City, Aue. 6 &-W’K L’VILLE OPERETTA 
Of $33,000 to Perpetuate acs wearing at well, Most singers stroved the Ventnor Pier theatre | SEASON 143G IN RED 


Dennis, Mass., Playhouse eppesring on a radio program are Thursday (1), together with some in. 


¢ ] ? a y ~ +r, y +i y 7; 2 —~ ~ a. , | . ee 
—— not asked to sing more than th age pireh-csgepcae a om Vincent E. Speciale’s | Open air operetta season at Louis- 
four songs or arias, the re turn for orch, and all s stage props and scenery ville terminated last week, er ding in 
Barnstable, Mass., Aug. 6. which is never less than $100, and of Mae Desmond's Philly stock com- | the red to the extent of $14.500. The 
Estate of Raymond Moore, founder has reached a top of $6,000 paid two pany. Flames ate up most personal 


presentations were made under the 


of the Cape Playhouse at Dennis,’ seasons ago to Beniamino Gigli for belongings of Miss Desmond and her direction of J. J. Shubert. who pre- 
who died last March 8, caused a big;a Ford Hour appearance. Radio is husband, Frank Fielder. viously handled the shows at the 
surprise when filed for probate here. | crowded with voices, but wiih too Desmond Players had been using Iroquois stadium there, with Fore 


Estimated at from $500,000 up, the fey, exceptional voices, and since no the theatre all summer, the city tak- | tune Gallo then also interested. Sea- 

l estate was valued at only $33,000, ac- | singer appears to deliberately set out ing 40% of gross in lieu of rent. City son was for six wecks, two more 
cording te inventory recorded with to make a concert or operatic career officials hurried)y made a_ public than last season, and it was indicated 
probate judge here. Moore's per- in radio, the indus istry will probably school auditorium available to them, the engagement was stretched t0o 
sonal estate is valued at $22,000 and have to put up with mediocre talent | rent free, to help make up the loss. far. 


real estate at $11,000. for some time to come, even though They presented ‘The Late Christopher Venture was financed localliv., so 

The will left all his property in some of its more illustrious members Bean’ in the school auditorium that the show management assumed 
trust for the establishment of a fund have broken down the doors of the Saturday night (3). none of the loss. Understood the 
at the Playhouse for the promotion Met through radio, such as Nino Speciale’s orch wil) also move to Shubert end received some profit 
of fine arts to be known as the Ray- | Martini, and more lately the winners the schoo] to resume its summer through the rental of costumes and 
mond Moore Foundation. of the Sherwin Williams auditions. eked of Sunday night concerts nrons 
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VARIETY 


prostitute after the gal has decided | 
to throw everybody out. 

Lengthy narrations on the part of 
all members of the cast tend to cause 
lags in the production. which other- | 
wise moves along at a fair rate. Cast 
is okay, with standout performances | 
by Juliet Forbes and Lloyd Gough. | 
Due to illness, Jane Donner replaced | 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Crazy With the Heat 


Inside Stuff—Legit a 


Interior of the Lyceum, N. Y., is being completely renovated now that 
it has been acquired by Sam H. Harris and associates. 











‘enough to create the illusion of en- 


tertainment, at least by the chari- House is being 














Locust Valley, L. L, Aug. 3. 


table standards of strawhat theatres. 


Rane rok | ar at ‘ : , “et eae 
Revue in two acts (Jv scenes); music and production is admirable for barn- Rose Poindexter. Eck. | repainted from top to bottom, job including the office section above the 
lyries, Rudy Revil, Cari Kent, Walter) . _ vgltRoctgiimame se abs ate : - . Tae: 
Nones, Dane Suesse. Kurt Kaszer, John yard budgeting. Uses a few drapes, THE ADAM FAMILY stage entrance on 46th street. New plumbing is being installed and dress- 
L.atouche, Jobn Revil, Luther Cleveland, screens with changeable papas, | ing rooms refurbished. Seats in the balcony and gallery have been ripped 

arlo : cee >] ‘ er $ 2. s > ~ 

ne le ai sk Pose | fairly simple costumes, cast o an —e . s | : F ss : , 

John Cleveland, Milton Berle, Jack Rose, ; - tony Creek, Conn., Aug. 5. out and will be laced. New carpet is to t 5 ; 
Frederick Ney, Gus. Schirmer, Jr., John music by two pianos. Whole affair conse i. thee ete. five acenen, | a ore t is to be layed in the upstairs sections, 
Latouche; production designed by Harry probably cost less than $5,000 to pro- | by John Sand and Fanny Jocelyn, Ameri- | Marcus Heiman, who, with Max Gordon is interested in the Lyceum 
Horner; choreogtaphy, Eugene Loring; tap - nd : . . ca daptation b onald 1, ammoud,. | , . P P ‘ 
conans. teat ae une general pratec- anon 2S eget —— for y Staged iy Massnend: sattiag vrancis Y.| With Harris, is superintending the work. George S. Kaufman and Moss 
tien supervision, Production Service; mu- about $1,000 a week, Op price f0F | joannes Presented by The Siony Creek | . . . : : . oy = : . 
sic by iwo pianos, Jacques Daltin. pd the house has been reduced from | Players at Stony Creek, Conn., Playhouse, Hart are also associated in the new ownership. First attraction will be 
2s ®rese > « ri t p a7 ‘ ™ s H . sc j > ‘ . » j ° j 
——, ag are gy A gg Vai. $2.75 to $2.20, permitting a Gros cies 5 oa. Ss = Ioan Cameron | the authors’ ‘George Washington Slept Here,’ a comedy which has Bucks 

“i uly 28, '40; $2.20 3,200 at the scale. Hobe. ie hee ; 
ley, L. L, July 28, °40; $2.20 top. about $3, Stella Adam................Norma Winters l ‘ : ‘ 

. Leg July SB, °O0; GEE top. a icten, these Stelle Adam..+..-+ +... . loop finesse | Cor nty, Pa., as the locale. Kaufman and Hart have summer homes there, 
Christina Lind, Norman Lloyd. Mic 4 Raat WAM cs 0s4scnsen’ Jane Youngs | Play is listed among the September premieres. 
Loring, Ray McDonald, Betty Jane Smith, REP. AGB. cco vcsreccveccccess Albert Vees 
James Keogan, Albia Kavan, Bobby f “ee "eee we eeaee KeVin O'Shea | 

3usch, Robert Marzano, Harriette Hen- BY ANY OTHER NAME Gertie (the Maid)...... Jane Aldrich | ‘ . . . P 
ning. Remi Martel. Vivien Allen. Willard Princeton, July 31. Mawy Suischwaite. nesnad tas mate Hixtows | One of the details of Equity’s routine is the issuance of so-called ‘excuse 
gary, r ake, , : — te ee acts ‘ Pa rre KE AGAMBD.. cc ccccesececcses elm (. heal a “ ‘ e . ; 

— | pp iistericn! play in ee in tacCaster thee | OG. Gthet. 5.5.0. Martin Chiapetia | cards,’ which permits unemployed members to retain membership without 
s ae ed ee 1% Barry Biller Isobe] Dawn...........-- -Ruth Bertrand | : . : p 

a h phe geo ate te Ae ae Winifred tf ama “Divectea aplar. ‘Tom Jobson. .....+-..---- Roscoe Karns, Jr. | paying dues. It is not a simple task, because there are 800 having such 
a Rone —— eeemk "ahewers ae ren P. Munsell, Sr.:; settings by Bradford | Philip Barnet......... Ronald T. Hammond cards which must be re-issued upon application every three months and 
num ‘Ss “ Ashworth. One week, starting July 29, '40; — | each must carry the signature of Paul Duilzell, treasurer a . 

: 7 ‘ ; , : or . . P neil, n 
about all it has to offer. Even with 52.2 wp In its original English version, this | secretary Quirk aus ie association’s regulations is that : ls uke 
drastic revision and elaborate pro- John Lyly...-....eeeeees Robert H. Harris |} one had a tryout some time ago in e . 8 ad members who 
duction it would probably only clip | Bdward De ‘ CPO. +oeceee ++ es HIRETS _— suburban Landon bet it never | °We dues ‘are out of benefit,’ and managerial complaints against them are 
; . a. | Arthur Golding........+-- -++ Perry vin tied | x : 7 : . 

the wings of whoever might be rash | ord purteigh. 2.00.02... Harold Vermilyea | reached the city itself. Although the | 20t tenable. Holders of excuse cards receive all communications sent out 
enough to angel it. It’s apparently Lads Anne awe seeseseees Margaret Custis play has been Americanized and | and may attend meetings, but are not eligible to vote. 
. x ‘ hare PUP UURO. 2.2 cccccces sachary Sco e : +) 2 a! . . a wr ° 
intended as another —. ed — Pontinas af Manteiiias.. kien Tenn Nears ng up to date, it still has a long There is another non-dues paying division, those having honorable with- 
Money’ and it will inevitably be | sHetena’.........2-..s2eese0+ Donald Buka Pway to go before it can rub elbows | qrawal cards, issued only if the applicant is in good standing when seek- 
compared with that and ‘Two for  ‘Parotles’............s..+e0ce00 Krie Weston | with Broadway. Rewriting must! ing the card. Holders are virtually divorced from the association, but 
the Show,” but its material is even Willtarn Fe cea Se ae listenn’ Suman come from the comedy angle, in attain good standin by the simple expedient of d — 
slimmer than either of those inti- gy.en Klizabeth ‘'** \vihifred Lenihan | Which a good start is made. Play ain & & by me Pp p of paying dues again . 


mate revues. However, it’s a likely 
presentation for strawhats and, af- 
ter the present second week at Lo- 
cust Valley and next week at Matu- 
nuck, R. L, might be booked at a 
couple of other summer spots to get 
back the original nut. 
From a Broadway standpoint, the , 
best thing in the show is naturally | 
Sheila Barrett. She’s in several | 
pointless sketches, but scores solidly | 
in two solo impersonaton spots, the 
same stuff that has always clicked | 
in revues, niteries or vaude. In- | 
cluded are the plastered southern | 
belle, Beatrice Lillie, Tallulah Bank- 
head and Bert Lahr, all virtuoso. 
Song number, ‘On a Yacht,’ with | 
melody and lyrics by Walter Nones, 
would make a punchy bit in a 


Broadway revue without alteration. | 


Sarah Burton, who handles it here, 
is okay for Broadway with it, but 
it's the kind of thing with which 
Eve Arden could pulverize an audi- 
ence. Tune is okay and the lyrics, 
around the idea ‘I Can Only Be Got 
on a Yacht,’ is hilariously risque. 
Other likely things in the show 
are four songs and a couple of young 


players. Songs include ‘Hour for her favor. Later, at the Queen’s ow Jutland, N. J., Aug. 1 ,melodramas produced by A. H. after h. humid June had sent grosses 
v6 oe ’ c . 4 ’ > Ss y — A ee *° omnes . . . t g 

Lunch,’ ‘How Far Is It to Broadway,’ | ,cnect and indeed with her oa, Comedy by Eddie Nugent in three acts! Woods, ‘Five Star Final’ being his | ‘UM's. 
‘I Don’t Need the Moonlight and authorship, he wrote ‘Henry V’ to | (five scenes). Directed hy I lward Clurk* | last stage play prior to going to the Idea was to evade July, the dead 
possibly ‘I Guess I'll Have to Count | ° Se ty oe Sone Xo | Lilley , eettinas io ne bin ent »sdon| Coast. Another early repatriate is legit month of the year, and to re- 
Some Sheep.” All would probably | POPularize her cause with the pit- | sented by Jone Hutaine at th rdo ‘oast. arly pi ©! chen thy Meh ts amie wy Sa q 
some s 1€€ p. wou pr Dab y dwelling public in the face of tl | Hills Playhouse, Jutland, N. J, July 31, Hugh O’Connell. who planed in Sun- 1€ iS n gust, wnen thea 
need revision, but have possibilities eesinanh Minanids land ce I ac | "40. i: = 4) ¢ ‘ t ccimeaiie toe “Wining tres usually see an upturn. There 
with adequate staging. Christina | Gijnax the oe invasion. In the fe age patania Fone = ed beg’ Meath start rehearsals in Bang-/ was another factor which doubtless 
Lind and Ray McDonald are the na ~ Toe ber 9% panna bear to Eee ative Pity | ells,” another premiere siated for | figured in the decision to suspend, 
players with bright prospects. | .),jn< ” 7 th a gg forever his | jsrin-Anne Norton......-- Carinina Cansino | next menth, | It was the question whether Broad- 
Former is a beauteous youngster  Y oOo au oh ve »y royal decree, tone — iveeTri tit tt * aera Baer way could or would support four 

, : . . se iS Mar one spec > aure PARE... cccccccees ..-Betty mir , Reem Dis one ‘ - 
with an appealing, if small, voice, credit ™ lakespeare gets the eddie oo enone ee Sanle Mitaaiinin nusicals with a top of $4.40 and most 
and a glowing, unspoiled stage per- ye | Wally Steele..............John Regis Joyce e . showmen were of the opinion that 
sonality. She’s an almost sure bet Winifred Lenihan, as Elizabeth, | lew, Payne........ bueeee- Pet e Cusanellt Ticket Suit it wouldn’t work out during the 
for Hollywood. McDonald, who Carries off the laurels in the cast. Se meg TE eae FA de age Reso piss heated period. There are three musi- 
formerly danced in vaude and in| >he Sives a tender, sympathetic por- | Nat Levin.......... saédees Roger Quinlan Continued from page 41 _ cals with that same top scale now, 
legit revues with his sister Grace trayal. Somewhat by contrast, Harry | Delivery Men...... eheeeae .§ Allen Derrick Mitchell . tend 1 with the relighting of ‘Higher,’ the 

ey : Ellerhe sais haa . : he | Jay Seibel . ¢ as st: sw there atenae thm . # 6 aera 
McDonald, is a skillful stepper with | Ellerbe, as Oxford, finds himself| nse poneoncer........ Win dion | ew OS & ROW sands wou + | Others being the topper Louisiana 
an attractive, clean appearance and ften beyond his depth. But _his| Mrs. Haroukian........... Virginia Karnelle result in extermination of ticket’ Purchase’ and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady. 
an engaging manner. shortcomings are pardonable. Upon | Herman Haroukian.... Richard Rober | brokers, Some cast changes were made in 
2, his hero Munsell has imposed a ter- | —_—— Actor Anolo ‘Higher.’ principally ign 

Norman Lloyd, Albia Kavan, Har- | .;; as . ee a ere | : : nna ae sy ligher,” principally the replacement 
lette Henning and Remi Martel rific burden, one that few men could | Lightweight entry in field of Hol- Hvyman’'s most telling argument to Of blonde Marie Nash for Marta Eg- 
rietie enning an emi artel . , > | lywood od fers fr Hesiod yman’s mos ng argument to i 
hive Gbcasionsl mements when their | * 1oulder. This, indeed, is the work’s | ‘YWOOdG comedy suffers from siipsnoc ae ;}gert. Impression is that Miss Nash 
ave a Ss fll | one flaw, for the role as written | development of what could be an/ the court was: ‘Your honor, I see fi; the bill : 2 ; 
material permits, and the others are ages : oe lity Ss itten | amusing alteation ° itis the 1 very well both in ap- 
Caayingly sucetvins, “WME Wie Ox | Conte eee ee ee, eee lees of Cress Your Pingees’ ta 9 | OTCRt Counsel Soe he mumnagers | eetence ane Soe) Sey. seen 
septiow of the sones already men. | °XP/anation has to take up the slack. Oo OS Vrees Our Singers Ss alias: dcana moaned End Donohue is another new cast mem- 
ception of the songs already men — film actor in his 40’s. with a wife and | and Equity representing people who ae 
tioned, the music is undistinguished. Rosen. kide whos neatieful we pcenoncea ag i ; epee ber, temporarily subbing for Lee 
Several of the numbers, such as Careers iin én roe iar mon hing Rt vents have the same objective as the bro- | Dixon, who is due back within two 
‘Ghosts for Ancient Castles’ and ‘Air T nile salts , Ele Hagens” lad kers. Actors raise their salaries at | Weeks. Donohue is no kin of the 
Conditioning,’ have possibilities if HE ROYAL ROOST we. , : tase Sc ‘ Pa aod _ | late Jack Donohue, but claims it is his 
capably reerritien nf "heat | are able to get so many green young- every opportunity and managers! right name and declines to accept 7 


and staged, 
most of the other sketches are either 






































Sir Christopher Hatton 
Sir Horatio De V Wim. A. Williams 
Ren Jonson baomte ta08 bes Robert H. Harris 
Henry Wriothesley............ Donald Buka 


Bram Nossen 


Warren P. Munsell, Jr., launches at 
the Princeton summer theatre a play 
of his own, dusting off for the pur- 
pose the ancient problem of Shake- 
spearean authorship. The director of 
this estimable troupe, in fathering 
‘By Any Other Name,’ has come up 
with a playwriting tour de force. 

The work is skillful. As argu- 
ment for proponents of the Ox- 
ford surmise it is powerful. Un- 
der less deft fingers, the web of bio- 
graphical allusion linking Lord Ox- 
ford to characters of the Bard, the 
always perilous artifice of present- 
ing a play within a play and the use 
of Elizabethan argot, might well 
have become confusion worse con- 
founded. 


The premise, of course, is*that the 


| Stratford Shakespeare, a man of low 


degree, lacked the opportunity to 


| know the foibles of the court of the 


Virgin Queen. 
of her pets, 
‘Twelfth 


Here Oxford, as one 
s, fitted well. He used 
Night’ to defeat rivals for 


Stamford, Conn., Aug. 2. 


slips when it attempts to ring in too 
much heavy philosophy. 

Story covers one eventful year in 
a large family, a year that sees one | 
son become a successful lawyer; an- | 
other son clicks as a playwright; one | 
daughter married to a pilot; another | 
daughter engaged to marry a pro- | 
ducer after a broken romance with a | 
worthless musician; and the death of 
the mother of this group. Theme is | 
generally plausible and paints 2 
fairly authentic picture of life in a 
comfortably fixed family. 

Castirg is hit-and miss, with the | 
inevitable misplacements of a sum- 
mer stock troupe. Albert Vess, as_ 
head of the family, regigters with a) 
convincing performance and Joan! 
Cameron ably fills the bill as his 
wife. Dino Scarcia has most of the 
laugh lines and does okay. 
Karns, Jr., is better than adequate 
in an unsympathetic role that is be- 
yond his years. Balance of large 
east, made up of regular company 
and apprentices, is in and out. 

Bone. 


CROSS YOUR FINGERS 





sters for $50 a week that Eddie Nor- 








Roscoe | 


Ruby Keeler at $1,500 a week in ‘Hold on to Your Hats,’. until Eunice 
Healey replaced her, was payrolled higher than Al Jolson, who's drawing 
only $1,000 a week but gets the major share of the profits after the $75,000 
production cost is amortized. Jolson controls most of the show, having put 
in some $60,000 .Georgie Hale’s interest is said to represent 15G. 

Hale meantime is back on Broadway talking further musical comedy 
production plans with Jack Oakie and Eddie Cantor for two separate 
shows. Gracie McDonald is now slated to replace Miss Healey. 





Churchill Back = 


Berton Churchill will return to | 
Broadway after an absence of nearly 


10 years in Hollywood, having been | BB re Wi orsginer 
| ri > a ~ _ 
cast to play a lead by Sam H. Harris | . ee 





Legit Followup 











| sical suspended at the Shubert June 
the Kaufman-Hart comedy, !o9 and resumed Monday (5) after a 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ due | five-week layoff, being greeted by a 
to open at the Lyceum, N. Y., Sept. | well patronized house. In fact, at- 
8. Other leads are Ernest Truex, | tendance was much better than ex- 


Jean Dixon and Ruth Weston. | pected after a sustained heat wave. 
Churchill played in a number of | ‘Higher and Higher’ was darkened 


in 














boost the boxoffice price of tickets | the suggestion that he select a new 





Be ial drama in three acts by Richard | ton, who is out for bigger money, ‘ front handle 
badly adapted steals, clumsily re- | Pwenser. -* by seo W ae settings | keeps missing all the jobs at will” He then went on to say On performance the show is on its 
rige Li oY = + - f sind eisp *resentec by Monte} . . . ; ; . 4 snc y S 
vised smoking car gags, or sSOpho- | pyoscr and Walter Bachelor at. the oto Playwright Nugent, better known, that it is not the agencies that have | toes’ moving swiftly and divertingly 
moric attempts at sophistication. ord Commun Playhouse, Stamford, | aS an actor, seems to have dipped! affected show business, but the pro- | ft was regarded as a hit and may 
anc ; ore SSE Ow- | onn., Aug. 2, °40 j ry o ar “@ “ me ns Sh ot : . . e. 
ona og oto A — Bh cor “ee eae =—_ on into personal Holly wood experience | ducers themselves because of their | again attain that standing. New ar- ; 
> & ps m i. a ge NR RR ila eee aheiealigs Lloyd Gough to make his background | authentic, inability to put on popular attrac- | rangements have been orchestrated 
ane Lucky......cccscscsccecccccsse.dane Donner | and his leading character's plight is ‘ lfor es here 3 sohtnesta 
Danny . - tions. for some numbers, in particular 
DANNY .. « «sve reeeeneeeees: y:.:-Gene Kelly |a fresh one for this sort of comedy. : : : : \‘From Another World,’ as sung by 
Sir Gallahad........000. Rich a q ( ourtney But inexpert construction and a Charles Weinstein, of the corpora- Miss Nash. Jack Haley and Shirley 
< ee ee eae ohn orenz . ‘ . x i s Nasn, ac ale s 
Frances Melntosh..... juliet Forbes | Story which borders on the silly,, tion counsel's staff, who defended | Ross At least one tyric has been 
Be Butch. ...0. George Sturgeon passing over this border for its cli-| for the city, told the court that the slightly revised. a topical line ‘voting 
od PUTIN. pe ee eee wwceces “lorence dunta ee H ere’ = ‘ a : : ° : “ > . = < ‘ ; , 
Regina Cotsworth >. eacaen Saleen! a — bag my in the ticket people, having seen the hand- jor Willkie’ being inserted in ‘Dis- 
Ol er Chestert 1 < re r | 3 ‘ « ; ; ’ } 
h ton Mitchell Harris | (res ul Class for broadway or pic- writing on the wall, sought the“re-| gustingly Rich,’ the extended and 
| 2S. . ; straining order to give them addi- | animated first act finale number 
. “J ‘ > x} . ~] S _ 7 F 
‘The Royal Roost,’ a first play. is Acting is amiable enough to sus- | , l ‘ rate ; ; veel The comely Miss Ross carries mucl 
| , - a St play. 1S/tain mild interest in the character ional time to operate at high prices ‘ y Miss Noss carries mucn 
y ‘ oe - " " € or il i { > » ° a ( » hy , ¢ > © F is 
o 1 a precarious roost. Mainiy con- throughout, with Jack Sheehan look- He said that since the 1927 ruling, | °! the book with Haley and she fig sj 
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generations. 


Caretaker of the mansion has 
hoarded up a varied motley of hu- 
manity hanging around Central Park 
and given them a temporary home. 
Couple of love affairs develop. One 
is between a young, cultured black- 


, sheep member of a midwest wealthy 


family. His entire life is devoted to 


visit. Ends with the blacksheep go- 
ing out into the world with a Negro 


formances, but both matinees were 
clean sellouts last week, that being 
ithe test of a hit musical comedy 
|Business has been exceptionally 
light during the early portion of re- 
cent weeks, what with extended 
weekends and the weather. 

‘Higher and Higher, relighted at 


Alvin, will suspend for one month | 





after Friday night’s performance. 


| many of them trying to make a liv- 


| decision before Sept. 1. 


were 60 theatres operating, whereas 
last week there were only 10 open, 
and, with many professionals out of 
jobs, the cause could partly be at- 
tributed to the brokers milking the 
public. ‘The reason the brokers are | 
complaining is that there are too | 


|a slip in the program states that 
Donohue is playing the part. First 
| showing of the renewed engagement 
got the break of a fairly comfortable 
August evening. Ioee. 


Rosalind Ivan, currently playing 
| the Chronicler in John Drinkwater’s 


ails a a ‘eae 7 ing out of nothing,’ she said | ‘Abrahz aaie? cowhegan 
a working for the social amelioration : "ge ges be B. aay | Abraham Lincoln’ at Skowhegan, 

of the underdog. The gal, of course, the Shubert Monday’ (5) as sched- Court gave both sides until Aug. 19 | Me., goes to Dennis, Mass., next week 

Mgt.: WM. KENT is the owner, home on an unexpected uled. “There Shall Be No Night,’| to submit further briefs and an- |fer the season’s final bill, Eva Le- 


nounced he would hand down his/Gallienne in ‘Mary, Mary, Quite 
‘Contrary.’ 
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Manteo, N. C., Found Itself With 


By HOBE MORRISON 
Manteo, N. C., Aug. 3. 

Three years ago this drowsy fish- 
jng village on Roanoke Island was 
almost unheard of. Few outsiders 
intruded upon its dusty, unpaved 
streets, dilapidated wharves and 
faded frame houses. 

But in the summer of 1937 Paul 
Green’s folk drama, ‘The Lost Col- 


ony,’ was first presented in the open- | 


air Waterside theatre on the shore 
of Roanoke Sound just outside the 
village. And this summer Manteo 
will be visited by more than 50,000 

ple from all parts of America. 
Its permanent population remains 
only a few hundred, but it now has 
paved streets, a hotel, two drug- 
stores, a new restaurant and an 
awakened local consciousness. Man- 
teo is still remote and picturesque, 
but no longer forgotten. 

‘The Lost Colony’ would probably 
seem naive and ponderous on Broad- 
way. Its story of the founding and 
subsequent disappearance of the first 
English settlement in the New World 


is the kind of thing that can be pain- | 
fully embarrassing unless skillfully | 


handled. But on the sandy, wooded 
beach where Sir Waiter 
courageous little band defied the 
wilderness, here at the birthplace of 
Virginia Dare, the first English child 
born in the Western Hemisphere, 
‘The Lost Colony’ is one of the most 
impressive shows to be seen any- 
where. It is continuously entertain- 
ing. But more than that, in this 
pervasive atmosphere it stirs feel- 
ings of awe and pride in one’s coun- 
try. 

Show Goes On, Rain or Shine 

Not the least impressive part of 
the show is the audience, part of 


which is composed of natives Who | 


come again and again. The rest are 
visitors who in many cases 
traveled thousands of miles just 
attend a single performance. 

gardiess of the weather, few per- 
formances are cancelled. Show 
caught began in a drizzle that had 
continued several days, but less than 
a dozen spectators left when the 
drizzle turned to a steady rain and 
then to a downpour. Once, when it 
was announced that there would be 
an intermission ‘until the rain slack- 
ens, there were yells of protest, so 


to 
Re- 


the performance continued. The 
drenched audience remained until 
the end, while the 200 bedraggled 


actors sloshed through the puddles 
on the sand-covered concrete stage. 
First presented in 1937 to celebrate 


the 350th anniversary of the settle-, 


ment of Roanoke Island, ‘The Lost 
Colony’ was popular enough to be 
repeated the following year and has 
subsequently become an_ annual, 
summer-long spectacle. It is given 
Wednesday through Sunday nights. 


Waterside theatre seats approxi- 
mately 4,000 (‘standees’ perch in 
trees) and, from now until the rest 


of the season, will draw virtual ca- 
pacity, particularly weekends, 
most tourists attend. Scale is $1 for 
adults and 50c for children, but con- 
siderable extra coin is realized from 
sale of programs, back rests 
auto-parking. Weekly nut is about 
$4.000, with the non-profit setup 
sinking all coin above expenses back 
into improved and expanded produc- 
tion and physical layout. 

A few Broadway actors form the 
nueleus of the cast, but others are 
recruited from the Carolina Play- 
makers, at North Carolina Univer- 
sity, Chapel Hill, while the rest are 
boys from a nearby CCC camp or 
local residents. Idea is gradually to 
have the townspeople take over 
the parts and already there is 
tense local pride in the sho 

Stage On Water 

Stage of the Waterside theatre ex- 
tends out over the waters of Roanoke 
Sound, which may have something 
to do with the remarkable acoustic: 
P.a. is used by the narrator, but the 
volces of the are not ampli- 
fied and yet are clearly audible in 
all parts of the huge amphitheatre. 
Backwall of the stage. light towers 
and stockade surrounding the thea- 
tre are built of logs, carrying out 
the scheme of restored pioneer 
buildings. Only scenery is the log 
backwall and several screens for the 
London scenes, 

Watching a performance in the 
darkness, one has only to lift his 
eyes slightly to see the floodlighted 
Wright Brothers’ memorial monu- 
ment gleaming on the dunes of Kitty 
Hawk two or three miles 
Roanoke Sound. It offers a curious 
contrast of the past and the present, 
of long-vanished pioneers and the 
great nation they helped to build. 

Roanoke Isiand itself is # fascin- 


when 


and 


all 


others 


across 


Raleigh's | 


have | 


Lost Colony’ From Dust to Riches 





| From Spec to Spec 





Manteo, N. C., Aug. 6. 
VARIETY mugg who had mo- 
| tored from New York to see Paul 
Green’s ‘Lost Colony’ here, was 
| ushered to his seat by the play- 
| _ 15-year-old son, Paul, 
r. 
| Youngster is ushering to earn 
money to attend the New York 
| World’s Fair. 


| 
| 











ating spot, with its flowering mimosa | 


} 


and magnolia trees and live oak and 


‘its gardenias growing wild. Except | 


\for ‘The Lost Colony,’ in which 
{many families have at least one 
young actor, the village’s principal 
|diversions are the double-feature 
‘picture house (with giveaways and 
| bank nights), occasional] prizefights, 
|sailing, fishing and local gossip. If 


ithere happens to be an inmate in | 
the rickety village jail, the visitor | 
may stroll over to pass a boitle of | 


Coca-Cola through the barred win- 
dows into the groundfioor cells. 
Probably one could also pass over a 
revolver or hacksaw, but apparently 
no prisoner was ever that anxious to 
| get out, for it’s never been done. 


B’way Actors Ge Native 

| Saloons are illegal in North Caro- 
lina, so there’s no public drinking. 
Liquor may be purchased in licensed 
stores, but bottles may not be 
opened until taken home. New York 
jactors in the company, most of 
whom board in private homes, usu- 
ally gather after the performance 


|at one or the other of these places. | 


And true to local custom, they stick 
to rye rather than the scoich usual 


on Broadway. They tend to ‘go 
native’ in dress, too. 
According to local report, Paul 


Green, the Pulitzer Prize winner 
who wrote ‘Lost Colony,’ is writing 
several other historical dramas, in 
addition to the dramatization with 
| Richard Wright of the latter’s novel, 
‘Native Son,’ for Orson Welles. Be- 
sides a pageant to be presented an- 


nually, beginning next summer at 
restored Williamsburg, Va.,_ he’s 
readying a huge musical folk drama 


to be produced in the mountains of 
North Carolina. Although he was 
artistically and financially success- 
ful on Broadway and in Hollywood, 
Green is understood to have no 
plans for re-entering the commercial 
theatre or pictures. He lives at 
;Chapel Hill. 


— 





‘Mr. Dickens’ Tryout 
| Perhaps the most interesting back- 
ground of the new plays to be tried 
out in summer stock next week is 
‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ which 
reaches the boards at the Community 
Playhouse, Spring Lake, N. J.. 
Wednesday (14). Play is based on 
the life of the English author and 
was written by H. H. Harper, 
wealthy New Yorker, in collabora- 
tion with his wife, Marguerite. Un- 
derstood he paid $35,000 for private 
Dickens letters, from which much of 
the text was obtained. 

Cast will be headed by 
O’Brien-Moore, Robert Keith 
Zolya Talma. It is being presented 
by Victor Payne-Jennings and Wat- 
son Barratt, original title having 
been ‘The Master of Gad's 
Miss Moore is rehearsing at the re- 


Erin 


ana 


sort this week on a combined vaca- } 


tion. but will commute to New York 
during the stage play’s showing t 


resume her radio appearances. She 
has arranged to take care of the 
child of a London friend for the 
duration 
More Strawhats Fold 

Dismal business, which has 
plagued the strawhat theatres con- 
tinuously this season, has forcea the 
huttering of several more. West- 
chester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y.. 
which has been wobbling since the 


start of the summer, has announced 
it will fold this Saturday night (10) 
Stamford (Conn.) Community play- 
house goes dark the same night, the 
Hunterdon Hills playhouse, Jutland, 


N. J., closed last Saturday (3). and 
the County theatre, Suffern, N. Y.. | 


failed to give a performafce Mon- ! 


(5). Last-named spot, 
Walter Armitage. has 
financial troubles with 

claimed the 
last night 


day night 

operated by 
been having 
Equity Management 
house would relight 
(Tuesday ). 

Among the spots that had pre- 
viously closed were the Starlight 
theatre, Pawling, N. Y.; the High- 
land Park theatre, Rochester, N. Y., 
and the Portland (Me.) Civic the- 
atre. 


Hill.’ | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Aug. 5) 


———— 





‘Hold Onie Your Hats* (Al Jolson, 
Martha Raye)—Grand Opera House, 


| Chicago. 

‘Life With Father’—Blackstone, 
| Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’ — Playhouse, 
| Hollywood. 

‘Meet the People’—Geary, San 


| Francisco. 

‘Morning Star’ (Molly Picon, Jos- 
/eph Buloff) — Brighton, Brighton 
Beach, N. Y. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’— Windsor, 
Bronx, N. Y. 

‘Pins and Necdles’—Ringside, Long 
| Beach, L. I. 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Garden Pier, Atlantic City. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rob- 
son )}—Maplewood, Maplewood, N. J. 

‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 
Curran, San Francisce. 

“Tonight at 8:30’—E] Captain, Hol- 
lywood. 


Ardrey’s ‘Thunder Rock’ 





| three weeks of Noel 
night at 8:30,’ presented jointly for | 


Bway B.0.s Decline Still Further; 
‘Louisiana , $31,000, ‘Father’, $15,300 





8:30’ OPENS IN L. A.; 


‘PEOPLE’ GETS $5,000 





Los Angeles, Aug. 6. 
El] Capitan theatre in Hollywood 
relighted last night (Monday) for 
Coward's ‘To- 


British War Relief and the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. Biggest names 
in the cinema colony have been 
lined up for the nine playlets to be 
given over the three-week period. 


‘Meet the People.’ now in its sec- 
ond edition at the Playhouse, Holly- 
wood, continues to attract business 
and take last week was again around 
the $5,000 mark. For some publicly 
undisclosed reason sponsors of the 
revue have nct taken public into its 
confidence in advising that current 
revue is by a No. 2 company, the 





Is London Click Though 
A Flop on Broadway’ 


| 
News from London last week that | 
Robert Ardrey’s ‘Thunder Rock’ is a | 
hit there and has been moved to a 
W st End theatre for a regfflar run 
caused ironic comment among the 
playwright’s friends. Play’s click in 
London is the second time it has 
brought Ardrey recognition since 
the Group Theatre produced it un- 
successfully on Broadway last fall. 
Other occasion was when ‘Rock’ won 
Ardrey the first annual Sidney How- 
ard award as the best play of the | 
season by a new playwright. 
Ardrey is currently in Hollywood 








on an RKO commitment. He re- 
cently adapted ‘They Knew What | 
They Wanted, from Sidney How- | 


ard’s original stage play, and is now 


doctoring ‘Passport to Life.’ Both | 
are Garson Kanin directing jobs. | 
Studio execs have already praised 


the ‘Wanted’ script and have given 
Ardrey a 50% salary boost. How- | 
ever, he’s reported coming east next 
month, probably with at least an 
idea for a new stage play. 

‘Rock’ was presented June 18 by 
Herbert Marshall (not the actor) at 


the Neighborhood theatre, a small | 
subscription undertaking away from 


the regular theatre district. Michael | 
Redgrave had the lead part. Play | 
was given raves by the critics and 


drew potent business, being shifted 
to the Globe, in the West End. Ina 
dispatch from London to the N. Y. 


Times, Vincent Sheean expressed the | 
opinion that the play’s success was 
because it ‘has come nearer than 
anything else to a statement of the 
emotional or philosophical content 
of many minds in embattled England 
today.’ 

Ardrey has little chance of receiv- 
ing any royalties from the play’s 
London success lorg as the war 
continues, as the British government 
has curbed the export of credits. 

London ec) ‘Rock’ is the first 
Ardrey had, although 
for the last several seasons he’s been 
repeatedly referred to as a ‘promis- 
ing playwright,’ a term that has be- 
come incre irritating to him 


as 


ck of 


success has 


asingly 


Hampden’s ‘Calamity’ Just 
That in A. C. at $3,000 


City, Aug. 6. 


Ailantic 


Walter Hampden, playing Kum- 
mer’s ‘Successful Calamity,’ ended 
an n.g. week's engagement at Gar- 
den Pier Saturday night (3). Show 
grossed approximately $3,000. 

ly Hampden's company are Tam- 
ara Charles. Harry Neville, Arden 
Your David Leonard, Mildred 
Bake Bob Kerr, Arthur Tell, Alex- 
ande Campbell Norman Stuart, 
Henry Mowbray and Florence 
Young 

Jo} Barte Tobaceo Road’ 

pened Sunday night (4) at Garden 
Pie The e before largest epening 


idience so far this season. 


Portland's $8,000 Concert 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 6. 
John Charles Thomas as guest art- 
ist with Portland summer symphony 
outdoor Jast night (Monday) drew 
great crowd 
Gross estimated at $8,000. 


————E 


Judith Abbott has completed her 
summer theatre engagements and is 
working in the New York office of 
her father, George Abbott Latter is 
due back soon the Coast te 


j ready his fall 


from 


SNOWS., 


original troupe having gone to San 
Francisco. 
tre remains same as it has been for 
past seven months. 


JOLSON BRIGHT 
671,000 IN CHI 
AND HOLDS 


Chicago, Aug. 6. 

Decision has been made to keep 
‘Hold Onte Your Hats’ here for an 
additional fortnight, making it a six- 
week run in the Grand. With cooler 
weather, the boxoffice has responded 
satisfactorily. Ruby Keeler has left 
the show and Eunice Healey has 
taken over place. 

Life with Father’ also upped on 
the weather break and is a cinch for 
many more weeks in the Blackstone. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hold Onto Yeur Hats,’ Grand (3d 

week) (1,300: $3.85). Bounced back 








| week) 
| tion 


+ ___ 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D ‘drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F ‘faree). O 
(operetta). 





‘DuBarry Was a Lady, 46th St. 
(35th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Grosses 
continued to decline; despite the 
paucity of shows, the heat during 
jthe latter half of July singed the 
| boxoffice: $16,000 was low for en- 
gagement; virtual even break. 


‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(98th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Won- 
der draw holds to excellent profits: 
went off last week, when the gross 
was around $21,000. 


_ ‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (12th 
/week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Resumed 
Monday (5) after having laid off 
since June 29; was rated one of the 
musical hits of last season. 
‘Life With Father,” Empire 
(C-1,095; $3.30). No excep- 
last week for front-running 
straight show, which eased off and 


(39th 


| was quoted at $15,300, plenty profit. 


Billing in front of thea- | 


‘Leuisiana 
(10th week) 


Purchase,’ Imperial! 
(M-1,450; $4.40). _Off 


| Slightly at night, but afternoon per- 


formances capacity and not much 


'change in gross, which was around 


$31,000 level; easily best grosser. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (42nd week) (C-1,012: $3.20). 


| Slipped with the others; takings ap- 


} 


to better money figure on thermome- | 


ter’s retreat and came up with 

$21,000. | 
‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 

(24th week) (1,200; $2.75) Came | 


back also with better weather, taking 
$11,500. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


THIS WEEK 
(Opened Monday (5), unless other- 
wise noted) 

‘Carriage Trade,’ by Robert Thom- 
sen, at Stamford (Conn.) Commun- 
ity playhouse. 

‘Always Romance,’ by  Taylo! 
Holmes and Norman Clark, at Pine 
Grove playhouse, Cambridge 
Springs, Pa 

‘The Adam Family,’ by John Sand 
and Fanny Jocelyn, at Stony Creek 
(Conn.) theatre, 


‘Dark Horses,’ by Harry Antrim, 
at Chase Barn theatre, Whitefield, 
N. H 

‘After the Ball,’ musical satire by 
Edward Eager, at Clinton ‘Conn.) 
playhouse ‘opened last night—Tues- 


day). 

‘Private Confusion,’ by Hardie A\l- 
bright and Peter Austin Parker, 
Rye Beach, N. H. (opened last night 

Tuesday ). 

‘Sleeping by Sacha 
Hicks 
Community 
Wednes 


Partners,’ 
Guitry, adapted by Seymou: 
at Spring Lake (N. J.) 
playhouse (opens tonight 
Gay). 

‘White Pony,’ b1 


Woodstock (N,. Y.) piay! 


(NEXT WEEK) 


(Open Aug 12, unless otheruise 
noted) 

‘The World Walks In,’ by John 
Campbell Crosby and John Golden, 
at Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, 
NM, Bs 

‘Dollars and Horse Sense,’ by 
Philip and Virginia Fox Dunning, at 
Lakewood theatre, Skowhagan. Me. 


‘Ghost for Sale,’ by George Jeans, 
at Camb: idge 
‘Very Liberal 


Mass. 

Arts,” by Muriel 
Roy Bolton, at Coach House theatre 
Oconomowoc. Wis 

| ‘The Astonished Ostrich,’ 
chibald Menzies, at Lobero 
Santa Barbara 

‘Not in Our by Reginald 
Lawrence, at (R. 1.3 Casino 
theatre ‘(opens Aug. 13). 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ at Spring 
| Lake ({N. - J.) Community theatre 

| (opens Aug. 14) 


ae 
fii 


theatre 


by 


Stars,’ 


nT oo 
Newport 


at} 


| (14th week) (D-1,375; $3.30). 


proximated $8,500; 
profit at that figure. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (19th 
| week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Has been 
| bettering even break right along, al- 
| though grosses of cut-rater are quite 
|;modest; slightly under $5,000; may 
stay into fall. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
Sus- 
pends performances Friday (9) un- 
til September 9; about the same, with 
the takings bit less than $10,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (256th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Another 
week to go for dramatic freak that 
broke the run record; takings at 
lowest scale on list about $3,500. 

SUSPENDED 

‘Keep Off the Grass.’ Listed to re- 
sume late this month, but nothing 
definite about relighting as yet. 


Order Exam of Lee 
Shubert in W.&YV. 
Suit Over ‘Maritza’ 


Lee Shubert will be examined be- 
fore trial Aug. 15 in N. Y. supreme 
court in connection with a $25,000 
action against the Shubert Theatre 
Corp. brought by Sidney Wilmer and 
Walter Vincent, doing business as 
Wilmer & Vincent. Justice Felix 
Benvenga ordered the examination 
yesterday (Tues.). 

Action seeks an 
profits received through the stage 
and screen presentation of the 
operetta, ‘Countess Maritza,’ the 
rights to which were owned by the 
plaintiff, and turned over to the 
Shuberts in 1924 for 10% of the net 
profits. It is claimed that the profits 
through stage presentation and sale 
of film rights now exceed $250,000, 
but the plaintiffs claim they have 
been paid nothing. 


maybe _ slight 








accounting of 


‘EAST WIND’ OPENS 
WELL IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 8. 
‘East Wind,’ the only Sigmund 
Remberg romantic musical to be 
presented during the current sea- 
son in the Municipal Theatre Assn’s 


Alfresco playhouse in Forest park, 
began a week’s engagement last 
night (Monday), with the blistering 


hot spell that lasted 12 days broken, 
rain on opening night didn’t 
courage a mob that dished out 
proximately $3,000 


dis- 


ap- 


Cast includes Sterling Holloway, 
screen comedian; Nancy McCord, 
Walter Cassel, Vera Marshe, Jcseph 
Macaulay. 30b Lawrence, Doug 


Leavitt. Helen Marshall, Ruth Urban, 
Frederic Persson, Al Downing, 
James Gillis and Nancy Healy. Miss 
McCord, a click in ‘Apple Blossoms’ 
earlier in the current season, re- 
peats in the prima donna role of 
Claudette Portier. Miss Marshe and 
Holloway, both making local bows, 
secks over the comedy roles. 

With 12 scenes in the piece, the 
nuge revolving stage is being utilized 
for the first time this season. 

C Schwartzdorf is 
waving the baton for this piece 
Heat wave that did not break un- 


Musi- 
al Director Jacob 


til Saturday (5) and was followed by 
a heavy downocur of rain crimped 
b.o. aclivity for ‘Anything Goes’ and 
piece, which evded enc-weck stand 
Sunday (4), giessed an approximate 
$50,000. helow averase 
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Nazi Editor Jailed 


Enrique Oses, editor of Buenos 
Aires’ El Pampero, leading Nazi 
newspaper of South America, has 
been hailed into court and slapped 
into jail there, charged with disre- 
spect to a lecal judge and with pub- 
lication of ‘obscene’ anti-English 
material. Incident brought 
months-old afternoon” sheet into 
headlines in other dailies and 
touched off a series of incidents that 
may®have far-reaching results. 

Financed with official eccin, the 16- 
pager hasrun itself up oa claimed— 
and generally believed—circulation 
of 100,000 through a policy of prac- 
tically being given away to the 
newsboys. Kids get the i g for two 
centavos and sell it for 10. Have to 
pay five or six fer Critic, Noticias, 
Graficas, Razon and other afternoon- 
ers, which are generally anti-Nazi. 
As a result they yell Pampero first 
because it means more cash in the 
pocket. 

Employing eight-column streamers 
and a full-barreled attack against the 
English, Roosevelt, the Good Neigh- 
bo: Pelicy and all local anti-totali- 
tarian moves, sheet appeals to 50,000 
‘patriotic’ or pro-Nazi Germans in 
this sector, almost aS many pro- 
fascist Italians and Argentines. 

Bit that brought about the arrest 
was supposed to be an apologetic ex- | 


planaticn of why Dr. Adrian C. | 


Escobar, Postmaster-General, had 
banned the publication from the | 
mails. 


‘In the future,’ said the article, ‘all 
outside contributions will be read 
from bottom to top, from right to 


left and from left te right, diagonally 


and backwards and forwards.’ 
Up and down direction was the 


tipoff. First letter o! each line dis- 
closed an idea defamatory to the 
English. Verse which also pushed 


Churchill around orought immediate 


|legedly sponsored 


nine- | 


‘immoral books.’ Has demanded re- 
instatement as a teacher and $1,000 
as indemnity. Clarence A. Bena- 
dum, 
sel, said he expected to try the case 
term of 


atain in the September 
court. 

Princinal books questioned by the 
school board were ‘Stars Fell on 
Alabama’ by Carl Carmer, and ‘A 
New American History,’ by W. E. 


Woodward. Benadum had sought to 
prove that books utilized by Phinney 
in his high English classes, 
and classed by the board as unfit 
for adolescents, were not immoral. 
He read into the court records many 
from the questioned vol- 


schoo] 


passages 
umes 


Ed Sullivan on Shills 

Ed Sullivan's column in the N. Y. 
Daily News yesterday (Tuesday) 
is giving the outdoors showmen 
something to laugh about. He stated 
that before he left the Coast, Cary 
Grant asked him to say ‘hello’ to all 
the shills at Coney Island. _ So, 
Sullivan wrote, he went to Coney, 
sidled up to one of the concession 
announcers and passed over Grant's 
greeting. 

There’s no definition of the word 
shill or shillaber in Webster's, but 





} in carny parlance the term refers to 


a come-on in the audience who 
makes the first buy to stimulate the 
suckers into doing the same. It is 
never used in reference to barkers| 
and announcers or talkers as they're | 
known in the trade. 
| 
Sues American Weekly | 

Suit of Hawley Turner, advertis- | 
ing executive and salesman, against 
the American Weekly, Inc., pub- 
lisher of ‘Puck—The Comic Weekly,’ 
was revealed Friday (2) in N. Y. su- 
preme court when Justice J. Sidney 





protests from the English ambassa- 
dor, Sir Esmend Ovey, and from the 
local American Newspaper Guild 
counterpart, the Cirulo de la Prensa. 

Order for arrest was issued by 
Judge Dr. Miguel Jantus on the ad- 
vice of Dr. Victor J. Pallucci Cor- 
nejo, Solicitor General. But when 
they started looking for Oses, it was 
diseccvered that he was already in 
the clink, having been salted away 
by another judge, nationalistic Dr. 
Arancibia Rodriguez, for insulting 
remarks about the conduct of an 
anti-Nazi reserve army officer by 
Judge Vasquez. Dr. Rodriguez said 
he would be glad to let Dr. Jantus 
have the pleasure, however, since 
the obscenity charge is a federal 
Statute and carries a more severe 
penalty 


_ 


Atlanta Daily Based on PM 

Matt G. Perkins, Atlanta publisher 
of North Side Press, suburban 
weekly, is preparing to publish 
Graphic, tab size daily, modeled 
after Ralph McA. Ingersoll’s New 
York PM. Perkins’ scheme is meet- 
ing with so-so response following 
display ad campaign in his own 
sheet and Atlanta (a.m.) Constitu- 
tion, containing coupons to be signed 
by potential subscribers. 

Projected sheet will be a six-day 





afternooner, Ostensibly to fill void 
left when Hearst’s Georgian and 
Sunday American was bought and 


killed in deal involving Journal and 


Bernstein 


|president of the defendant. Exami- 
ination takes place in the supreme 
court Aug. 12. 

Plaintiff claims he was employed 
}at $20,800 yearly by the defendant, 
plus commissions, from Jan. 5, 1931 
to Dec. 31, 1939. He asserts unpaid 
salaries and commissions due total 
$45,919, which is the amount of the 
jsuit. Answer consists of a gend@al 
denial and a plea for a dismissal. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


J. B. Priestley, Propagandist 

Emerging as a figure of some im- 

port in the propaganda field is J. B. 
|Priestley, whose name is becoming 
increasingly prominent in the Brit- 
lish government's bid for outside at- 
|tention. Author-playwright already 
| rates considerable  listener-appeal 
|for his radio talks, both here and on 
|shortwave to North America. Latter 
are commendable for their plain, 
down-to-earth treatment and absence 
of frilling. 

His latest association is on a Min- 
istry of Information briefie, ‘Britain 
at Bay.” which is hailed by press and 
film trade. In addition to advice on 
its production, Priestley handles the 
narration for the feature. 


See Further London Curb 


An even further restriction on 
London dailies looms as a possibility. 
Press is held already to a six-page 
layout, and it is considered likely 


continued shortages of paper imports 


WSB by ex-Gov. James M. Cox, of will reduce that to four pages. 


Ohio 
Perkins plans to get 30c per week 


for his Graphic and, like PM, plans board for the catch headlines: 


With 
for the vendors, 


the existing ban on 
they use a 


posters 
black- 
the 


to run no paid advertising. In ad- | p.m. sheets provide an oil-cloth af- 
dition to newspaper display space fair with the paner’s tag and stand- 
(none of which has appeared in ard wordage, ‘All War News.’ 


Journal, which has afternoon field to — 
Perkins is using 24-sheets to | 


itself > 
put his scheme before public. 


Tale of Czech Valor 


Document released by Czecho- 
slovakian group in London, under 
leadership of President Benes, is a 
telling summary of the fighting force 
which the republic has maintained 
since the start of the European con- 
flict Simply couched statement 
covers the formation of a war unit 
under hostile conditions, the work of 
secret orsanizations to bring about 


its leadership and preparedness and 
its work in France when the spread 
of war to that country provided the 
long-awaited moment for reprisal. 
Little short of inspiring is the tale 
of courage with which the Czech unit 


faced possible annihilation when 
France’s capitulation to the Nazis 
came. Rescued in groups from hid- 


ing-out spots and danger zones, fight- 
ing force ig now in Britain, and still 
hitting. 


Teacher Draws Deadlock 

Portland. Indiana, Circuit Court 
jury was discharged after it reported 
it was ‘hopelessly deadlocked’ and 
unable to reach a verdict in the 
“Little Scones’ suit of Walter Phinney 
against the Redkey (Ind.) school 
board. Phinney was asked to resign 
as a teacher in 1938 because he al- 


Book Taken Over 
Originally published as an experi- 
ment on the Coast, ‘How to Sing for 


Money.” by Charles Henderson and 
Charles Palmer has been acquired 
by Harcourt, Brace & Co., who'll 
promote the tome at popular prices 

Henderson is a 20th-Fox contrac- 
tee currently assigned to ‘Tin Pan 
Allev’ and ‘Down Argentine Way’. 
Collaborator Palmer recently com- 


pleted a writing chore aiding Gracie 
Allen ym her new to 
Become President’. 


book, ‘How 


Newman, 


Robert Traveler-Novelist 
First novel by Robert Newman 
was sold to Lippincott’s while the 


24-year-old writer was driv ng an 
ambulance in Finland and France 
recently. Titled ‘Fling Out the 
Banner,’ it will be published early 
in 1941. 

Newman wrote a _ second novel 
during the hostilities in France. It’s 
|tagged ‘No Passing Belle,” and has 
|}also been sold to Lippincott by Hal 
| Matson, Newman's agent. Newman, 
during the past 10 months, has been 
in two wars and eight countries. 
| New Periodical 
| Who, new mag consisting entirely 
of profiles similar to those in The 
New Yorker, is being planned for 
i national distribution in 


instruction from | 


Muncie, Ind., Phinneys coun- | 


ordered the examination | 
|before trial of Mortimer Berkowitz, | 


the fall. 


Space will be evenly divided be-' 


q Lambertson Queries 


tween pictures and text. Editorial 


offices in N. Y. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Edward Galiani, 35, cartoonist, 
sports writer and race handicapper 
for the N. Y. World-Telegram, died 
in New York Monday (5), after a 
month’s illness. 
recovering from pneumonia when 
leukemia set in. Though he was 
comparatively young, Galiani was 
a newspaperman for 20 years and 
was on the staff of the Telegram be- 
fore it merged with 
World. 

John H. Waener, advertising man- 
ager of the Three Rivers (Mich.) 


Commercial for 23 years, died July | 


26 of a heart attack, leaving widow 
and four children. 
Charles W. Frank, 49, assistant to 


the president of the Hubbell Adver- | 


tising Co., Cleveland, and formerly 
employed by the Newspaper Enter- 
prise Association, was among the 
victims of the train crash at Cuya- 
hoga Falls, O., July 31. 

Lucius Carver Paddock, 81, one of 
Colorado’s best-known editors, died 
in-a hospital in Boulder, Colo., July 
31 of a heart attack. He started, in 
1888, the Boulder Camera and was 
its publisher till his death. 

Andrew C. Keifer, 73, v.p. and 
general manager of the Terre Haute 
Tribune-Star Publishing Co., died 
suddenly in Chicago July 29. 


CHATTER 

W. R. Burnett’s novel. ‘Sulu Sea,’ 
due for publication in Red Book. 

John Rosenfield, m.p. ed of Dallas 
News, motored in to scan the studios, 

P. Dutton 
Worth’s first mystery in December. 

-W. O. Barrett, West Asheville, N. 
C., succeeds Clyde B. Moody, re- 
signed, as editor of the Mount Holly 
(N.C.) News. 

Inez Robb, N. Y. News Washing- 
ton correspondent, has sold a profile 
of Mrs. Wendell Willkie to Ccsmo 
for the October issue. 

Lt. Geerge Campbell, of the U.SS. 
Arkansas, has clicked in the mags 
again with the sale of ‘Master Mari- 
ner’ to Cosmopolitan. 

Polish World News Co., Inc., char- 
tered to conduct a newspaper busi- 
ness in New York, with a capital 
stock of $25,000, $10 par value. 

Bloys W. Britt, Wallace, N. C., has 
been named editor of the Lancaster 
(S. C.) News, succeeding J. A. Galli- 
more, who joins the Columbia (S.C.) 
Record. 

Michael Fessier, who scrammed 
Hollywood a month ago after five 
years of writing at various studios, 


is working on a play, a novel and | 


several short stories at Cape Cod. 

John Jennings, who wrote 
best-selling ‘Next to Valour’ 
vear, has completed another novel, 
‘Call the New World.’ Cosmopolitan 
will publish it serially and McMillan 
in book form. 

Henry Beetle Hough, 
‘Country Editor’ is being 
by Doubleday this week, 


the 


whose 
published 
has sold 


a novel to the same firm. It’s called 
‘All Things Are Yours.’ Hal Matson 


handled both deals. 

Joe Ravotto, former United Press 
correspondent in Paris, now serving 
on UP’s Madrid staff. Like scores of 
other correspondents he followed 
French government to Tours and 
Bordeaux. When the shiow was up, 
UP breke up its staff and shifted 
Ravotto to Madrid. 

As a guide to those pursuing a 
career in the writing, acting and mu- 
sical professicns, Pat Ballard, song- 
writer and music editor of College 
Humor, has written a short book, 
‘Fame, Fortune, and Free Pretzels,’ 
culled from his own experiences and 
observations during 25 years in 
business, Tome published 
fall, 


show 


in the 
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4A’s-TA 
Continued from page 2 


been passed several weeks before by 
the Four A's 


board First meeting 
of the new committee will take 
place this week. Under the resolu- 
tion, all benefits must be cleared 


by the Four A’s committee and Alan 
Corelli, TA executive secretary, is 
empowered merely to police the 
benefits under the committee's in- 
structions. 

In addition, Corelli 
barred from okaying any benefits, 
sponsoring any benefits, obtaining 
talent for benefits or acting as man- 
ager of in any other capacity 
groups holding benefits. Also, on 
instructions from the committee, 


is specifically 


Corelli this week resigned from the}! 


AGVA national board on the ground 


| that as an employee of the Four 
'A’s unions he should not be an of- 


ficer of any such organization. Al- 
location of funds collected from 


benefits will continue to be handled privileged and therefore outside the | 


by the TA board 


He was apparently | 


the Evening | 


publishing Cedric | 


last | 


for) 





Continued 





you can supply these data, which the | publications 


enclosed copies of letters to TAC 
| failed to produce. I am also writing 
in the belief that you may be more 
successful than I because I see in 
your issue »f July 24 a very com- 
plete account of TAC’s denial of my 
charges while my position in the 
matter was very briefly covered. 

I would also appreciate your com- 
ments on the following questions 
which come to my mind in con- 
nection with the TAC statement on 


page 44 of the above mentioned 
issue: 

| TAC writes ‘We in the theatre 
field...’ I would like to know who 


the ‘We, are, what their names and 
‘affiliations are, so that I may judge 
| their authority in speaking for the 
‘theatre. In other words, I want to 
know who these ‘We’ are who have 
|assumed the position of spokesmen 
|for the theatre, and whose opinions 
are so liberally spread in VARIETY. 


Quoting further, ‘We of TAC are 
/alarmed at your statement (mine) 
| because we see in it a subversive 

(God help us!) effort to split the 

unions in the entertainment field.’ 

I would like to have your opinion 

as to the authority of TAC to speak 
|for the American Guild of Variety 

Artists, the American Federation of 
| Radio Artists, or the Screen Actors’ 
iGuild, in this connection. If not 
|these, what theatrical unions are 
they speaking for? 

Could you inform me whether any 
| accounting ever appeared in VARIETY 
|or any other periodical in the field, 
| of the moneys collected by TAC for 
'relief abroad? 
| I believe I am not alone in my 
curiosity about TAC’s answers to the 
above questions, or in any infor- 
|mation you can give me on any of 
lthem. I therefore give you my per- 
‘mission to solicit these data from 
|TAC and to print this in Variety. I 
| will quote this letter and your reply 


lin full in my next remarks to the 
House of Representatives on this 
matter. 

In order that you may be more 


| fully informed regarding my charges, 
iI am 
| gressional Record for July 4 and 11, 
| containing them. 

Sincerely, 
| (Congressman) 

W. P. Lambertson 
(First District, Kansas) 
Letters to TAC 

July 22. 
July 22, 1940. 


Adelaide Bean, 

Executive Secretary, 

| Theatre Arts Committee 

1233 Sixth Avenue, N. Y. 

Dear Madam: 

| J] wish to acknowledge receipts of 
your letter. I note what you 
about TAC being ‘a democratic or- 
ganization responsible at ali times to 
its membership,” and also about ‘ir- 
responsible fulminations of an _ ill- 
informed individual.’ 

In order that I may more com- 
pletely inform myself regarding 
organization, please send me 
the names of your officers, executive 
committee or governing council, and 
of your present membership. 

Sincerely, 
Congressman W. P. Lambertson. 

Later Congressman Lambertson 
wrote Adelaide Bean again, asking: 

‘Would it be possible at this time 
for me to have a reply to my letter 
of July 22, concerning the person- 
nel of your organization? I am anx- 
ious to avoid harming any innocent 
individual and would = appreciate 
your cooperation.’ 

He got no reply. 


you 


Equity Dissatisfied With ‘Proof’ 

Upon reflection and further 
sideration, Equity leaders appeal 
agreed on the viewpoint that neither 
conclusive satisfactory proof has 
been by Rep. William P 
Lamkertson in support of his charges 
that seven members of the council 
are Communists or ‘fellow 
nor that the council 
inated by radicals. Equity also 
dissatisfied with the response from 
Martin Dies, whose congressional 
committee on un-Americanism 
asked without qualification to inves- 
tigate the Lambertson charges. 

Actors, council realizes it probably 
made a Tnistake in agreeing to pub- 
lish the charges in full in Equity’s 
monthly. The problem, which arose 
after a resolution to publish the 
Lambertson material, is whether or 
not such material would not place 
he association open to libel actions 
| by the councillors named. Pointed 
cut that the Congressional Record, 
'which carried the allegations, is 


con 


OT 
tendered 


travel- 
ers,” 


is 


| laws of libel and slander, but other 


enclosing copies of the Con- | 


say | 


was | 


from page 3 





| have not such im. 
| munity. . 

Even though the courts have ruled 
, that calling a person a Communist 
is not libelous, some of the matter 
in the Lambertson communications 
may be. The representative from 
Kansas was informed of Equity’'s po. 
sition and he agreed that the ma- 
| terial should rightfully be closely 
scrutinized by Equity’s counsel be. 
| fore reaching print, and it’s possible 
there will be some deletions. Lam- 
| bertson’s latest reply was not satis- 
factory, however, because it failed 
to divulge any further source of in. 
formation upon which he based hig 
charges, other than his original 
reply. 

So far as it is known, only a pe- 
tition carried in the Daily Worker, a 
Red daily, inspired the congress- 
man’s charges. Petition supposedly 
favoring the Soviet system carried 
the names of the six councillors, but 
there were also signatures by per- 
sons in many flelds, including not- 
ables and learned individuals. Equity 
|has had its fill of petition troubles 
and it is known that many signa- 
tures are affixed without regard to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





|the subject matter. It is argued, 
| therefore, that the Daily Worker 
| story can be largely discounted so 


| far as the actor signatories are con- 
|cerned. Some named by Lambert- 
'son concede that they signed the 
petition in question, but afterwards 


| repudiated the document. 
TAC’s Position 


| The tone of the Theatre Arts Com- 

mittee literature is also part of the 

background of the Lambertson ma- 
| terial, but TAC has flatly denied it 
| is fronting for the Communist party. 
| Equity officers are hesitant at airing 
ithe charges in its own publication 
and believe those involved should 
| have the protection of the associa- 

tion until the objectionable allega- 
| tions are proven to be correct. 

The monthly is due off the press this 
week. It will carry the disclaimers 
|of the councillors named in the 
charges, all having denier the Lam- 
bertson implications ard their de- 
mands for retraction. This the con- 


gressman has refused to do. In- 
vestigators for the Dies committee 
have been backward in supporting 


Lambertson, although such sources 
declared he was rightly informed. 
Meantime, Equity is awaiting ac- 
tion by the Dies people. Prompt in- 
vestigation was demanded but the 
answer to the actors’ association did 
| not indicate that would be complied 
| with. In reply to the Equity com- 
| came a terse note from 


|} munication 
a clerk in the Washington office of 
the committee to the effect that the 
matter would be handled in ‘due 
time’. Equity wants the charges 
aired so that if it is shown that there 
is no basis for the Lambertson at- 
tack, those named would escape the 
onus from other members and dissi- 
pate the possibility that they might 
be discriminated against by man- 


agers. 
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note, can be heard from Panama to 
Cape Horn, 
This Variety reporter caught or- 


chestra in Vina 
bination of 
and Biarritz, 


sion, 


del Mar, Chile's com- 
Atlantic City, Newport 
doing the Porter ver- 
Leader was a Hungarian who 
|looked like Leopold Stokowski. 
Crew was made up of Chileans, 
Brazilians and Argentines. No one 
|spoke English. But the vocalist was 
| dubbing in words that sounded as if 
he were warbling with a mouthful of 
potatoes 
Numbers get here 
to a year after 
York’s Tin Pan 
Rio has them sooner because of 
large number of imported U.S 

Platter juke-boxes, rare until 
are just beginning to be imported 
into Argentina. 


mashed 
anywhere from 
they roll 
Alley. 
the 
acts. 


months 
out of New 


Six 


now, 


is dom- | 





Chi Bund 


Continued from page | 





iset off the station’s action in can- 
| celling the series, was announcement 
|on the program Friday, Saturday and 
|'Sunday (2-4), summoning ‘all mem- 
bers and all listeners to the United 
Front program to do their duty by 
lattending the mass meeting in Sol- 
diers Field’ and warning that ‘none 
'dare or should fail.’ It was at that 
'mass meeting that ‘Keep Out of the 
| War’ meeting that Col. Lindbergh 
made his speech advocating U. S. 
dealing with the Nazis if the lalter 
| defeat England, 
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Broadway 





James O'Neill, discharged from 
hospital, now home. 

Earl Wingart has taken a summer 
piace at Long Beach. 


Mike Todd and Hassard Short talk- | 


ing a revue production idea. 

Ruth Richmond, Chorus Equity 
head, motoring to various golf clubs 
on vacation. 


Charlie Curran and G~-g Dixon | 


king on a play to be c led ‘Joan 
of Arkansas.’ 


Joe Laurie, Jr., readying a feature. 


fill-in for syndication to dailies, 
called ‘Pen Grins.’ 

Joe Bernhard, Mort Biumentstock 
and Joe Hazen planed in from the 
Coast Monday (5). 

Harry Goldberg, Warner theatre 
executive, relaxing on his farm in 
Bucks county, Pa. 

Hal Horne and Dick Condon will 


be on the Coast several weeks con- | 


ferring with Walt Disney and others. 

Eddie Rubin of RKO’s Ceast pub- 
licity department, in town seeing 
some of the shows. 

Al Wilkie weekended in Char- 
lottesville, Va., where Par’s ‘Vir- 
ginia’ is being shot. 

Bill Norton back on job at Music 
Box. Regained seven of the many 
pounds lost during illness. 


Walter St. Denis resigned as p.a._ 


for 20th Century Sporting Club, 
Harry Markson taking over. 

After 10 days in New York, Walter 
Branson, RKO midwestern district 
manager, returned to Chicago. 

Betty Hildebrandt of Walt Dis- 
ney’s eastern 
Friday (2) for vacash 
weeks. 

Rainbow Room and Grill’s June 
profit was $9,000 ahead of last year 
and July saw it some $8,000 ahead 
of 1939. 

Helen Gleason, recently recovered 
from appendectomy, quite fit to ap- 
pear in Washington operatic pres- 
entation. 

Rena Morgan, 18, won't accept 
show biz engagements if they insist 
on billing her as Helen Morgan's 
daughter. 

William Shelton, formerly with 
foreign division of RKO, named 
salesmanager of the French Cinema 
Centre, Inc. 

Mike Todd in yellow pants, bare 
feet in scruffs, attracted plenty of 
attention at Penn station, leaving for 
Maine resort. 

Joan Sinclaire, assistant in Uni- 
versal’s eastern story and talent de- 
partment, vacationing at a Pocono 
mountain camp. 

Horace MacMahon visiting Skow- 
hegan, Me., where his wife, Louise 
Campbell, is appearing with the 
Lakewood players. 

Irvin Marks, Paris agent for the 
Shuberts, et al.. now in N. Y., plan- 
ning to produce a couple of plays 
with the Shuberts. 

F. W. Beiersdorf, Warner branch 
manager at Washington, in town last 
week huddling with Roy Haines, 
eastern division manager. 


of several 


Dora Maugham may take over 
Spiy ys spot at Tonv’s 52d street 
nitery, on percentage, now that 


Spivy has her 
57th. 

Hotel New Yorker’s Woody Her- 
man preem set back from Thursday 
to Friday, not wanting to buck the 
Richman-Tucker-Lewis opening at 
the Riviera. 

Robert Chisholm, of ‘Higher and 
Higher,’ visited 60 summer theatres 
during layoff and collected over 
$1,000 for Theatre Wing of the Brit- 
ish Relief fund. 


Mort Nathanson prevented by a 
bad ear, which will be operated on 
shortly, from taking over p.a. post 
at Clinton, Conn:, Playhouse. Lewis 
Harmon continues to serve. 

George West, Monogram franchise 

holder who controls Screeno in the 
east, is moving his family to the 
Coast Aug. 15 but himself will spend 
much of the time in the east. 
_ Leen Netter’s son, Doug, learning 
the business from the bottom up in 
the Par h.o. mailroom staff, Par the- 
atre exec’s other son is on the serv- 
Ice staff at the Bronxville, Bronx- 
ville, 

Frank (Hotel Algonquin) Case's 
second book of memoirs, ‘Do Not 
Disturb,’ will be published by 
Frederick A. Stokes Nov. 18. His 
Previous ‘Tales of a Wayward Inn’ 
Was a best-seller, 

Gaston Lauryssen, executive di- 
rector of Hotel St. Regis, to Coast 
to huddle with James Mitchell Lei- 
s€n, Paramount producer-director, 
who stages his hotel’s floor shows, as 
to next season’s plans. 

Leon and Mortimer Levy handling 
& couple prospective deals for use of 
Edison studios in the Bronx while 
their father, Jacob, theatrical realty 
man who recently bought the prep- 
erty, vacations in New Hampshire. 

Morley Callaghan, whose ‘Turn 
Again Home’ the Theatre Guild is 
now attempting to cast for October 
Production, is working on Canadian 
war propaganda films at his home in 


own place on East 


office, to Hollywood | 


' Toronto until the Guild begins re- 
hearsals. 


Yen of the public to try its mark- | 


'manship with any sort of a rifle has 
produced two new shooting galler- 


ies on Broadway in a single block | 


between 5lst and 52d, on opposite 


sides of the street, and both in full 


action usually. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





AGVA here plotting mammoth 
benefit show 
Sept. 8. 


_ Fritz Gehl, Howard Becker's bass- 
ist, in hospital after getting his ton- 
Sils clipped. 
Tenor Angelo Di 
Leonard, starting from the bottom at 
, Ritz theatre. 


Owen Cleary, of Fulton theatre, 
quitting Mercy hosp for a private 
.nursing home. 


Carnegie Tech 


summer drama 


|Session ending with production of 


‘Berkeley Square.’ 


| Poll-Mar Girls went direct from 
Nixon Cafe here to the Paddock 
,Club, Miami Beach. | 
| Mrs. Eva Simon to Hollywood for 
,month’s visit with her son, S. Sylvan 
| Simon, the M-G director. 

| Al Marsico dropping Nixon Cafe 
|baton next week for a few days at 
the seashore with his wife. 

Gabe Rubin continues to clean up 
with ‘Burning Question’ at his Art 
Cinema; it’s now in its eighth week. 

May Beegle took it on the chin 
this summer with eighth annual pop 
concert series on account of weather 
breaks. 

Brian MacDonald pulled out of 
/Yacht Club after two weeks; late 
| hours were interfering with his golf, 


| he said. | Sectt-Forbes, plays 


Milton Lomask, Pittsburgh Symph’s 
asst. concertmaster, has joined fiddle | 
section of Raymond Paige's Musical 
Americana orch, 

WB managers and office employes 
presented zone manager Harry Kal- 
mine with hunting gun on the eighth 
anni of his arrival here. 

Mark Andrews, who was Keith 
Lundy when he was with Kilbuck 
theatre, doing leads this summer for | 
Boothbay (Me.) Playhouse. 

Emil Pallenberg (Pallenberg | 
Bears) hurt himself climbing intc 
{his trailer and had to be hospitalized 
for few days. Son flew down from 
Boston to take over the act. 


Atlantic City 





Sonny James orch at Renault Tav- 
ern. He's local boy. 

Woody Herman's orch at Hunt's 
Ocean pier in Wildwood. 

Edythe Brown heads new show in 
President hotel's Round-the-World 
room, 

Thomas Barry singing at Claridge 


hotel’s Mayfair lounge for supper 
sessions. 

Shelburne beachfrontery inaugu- 
rated Saturday night dances with 
Russ Peters’ orch. 

Lois Miller, singing organist at 


Heinz’ pier. played to 9,000 persons 
Saturday night (3). 

Herbert L. Copelan, zone manager 
for WB houses here, under doctor’s 
care past few weeks, 

Phyllis Myles singing with Nat 
Brandwynne’s orch in Ritz-Carlton 
Merry-Go-Kound bar. 

Mal Hallett began week's stay at 
Hamid’s Million Dollar pier Sunday 
(4) Johnny McGee ended week's 
stay Saturday (3). 

Gertrude Niesen topbilled at Bath 
and Turf club three days ended Sun- 
dav (4). Willie and Eugene Howard 
plaved last weekend 

Earl and Josephine Leach featured 
dancers in Traymore hotel’s Strato- 
sphere room. Helen Parks and Bill 
Madden's orch also on bill. 

Breakers hotel on the ‘walk pre- 
sentine Russian Casino with Michael 
Michalesko for week’s engagement. 
Teva Gorodetsky’s gypsy orch plays 

Jimmy Dorsey’s orch played Sieel | 
pier Saturday and Sunday (3-4) after 
Charlie Barnet’s orch left. Mitchell 
Avres and his orch began week's 
stav Monday (5). 

City Commission proclaimed Aug 
13 as ‘Eddie Dowling Day,’ in honor 
of his new show, ‘The Little Dog 
Laughed.’ which will preem here 
that day. Opening was previously 
ckedded a day earlier, but postponed 
on account of show’s voluminous 
scenery preparation 


Chicago | 


| Coast to appear in ‘East Wind,’ cur- 





Abe Lyman gifted and partied at 
Bon-Air on his birthday. 

Mrs. Brian Donlevy waiting in 
town while the husband makes some 


midwest stops for Paramount’s ‘The | 


Great McGinty.’ 

Al Raymer, Illinois-Indiana Thea- 
tres booker here, squiring 12 gals 
who 
annual bathing beauty contest. 

Joyce Matthews, chorine in ‘Hold 
Onto Your Hats,’ at the Grand, was 
granted a divorce last week from 
Col. Gonzalo Gomez of Venezuela. 
They were married May 9 in White 
Plains. N. Y., and separated on 
May 19. 


for actors night of, 


Palma’s lad. 


| the follew-up of the series, 


were finalists in the circuit's | 


London 


Robert Hale left $40,0(0. 
Ne variety at any of the Gaumont- 
British theatres week of Aug. 5. 

Victor Zelli, son ef Joc Zelli, is 
assistant manager of the Piccadilly 
| notel. 
| Paramount's release of ‘Quiet Wed- 
' ding’ marks Paul Soskin’s reentry 
; into film production. 

David Rose’s wife returned to 
'America primarily to have addition 
to the family born on American soil. 

Alice Delysia has finally closed 
with Jack Hylton to tour in ‘French 
for Love,’ which is booked for 22 
weeks, 

Dolinoffs and Raya sisters booked 
by George Black for his new Hol- 
born Empire revue, which opens 
Aug. 12. 

George Snezzale, formerly with 
Grand National Films, joins Asso- 
ciated British as head of sales for 
eastern counties. 


Vivian Palmer, of Charles Tucker 
‘office, has reopened the Palace, 
Reading, a legit spot for the last two 
years, as revue house. 


Stanley Wathon’s application for 
agent’s license, which has to be 
made annually to the London County 
Council, has been turned down. 


Brian Desmond Hurst returns to 
Associated British to direct ‘Spring 
Meeting’ for Walter Mycroft as soon 
as company is finished with ‘Farmer’s 
| Wife.’ 

Daughter born to Jane Baxter, 
film and stage actress. Widow of 
Clive Dunfee, racing motorist, she 


| married Captain Arthur Montgomery 


of the Roval Artillery last year. 
Conrad Scott-Forbes, son of Sur- 
geon Lieutenant Commander Hugh 
Hitler’s body- 
guard in Two Cities’ ‘Freedom 
Radio,’ which has Columbia release. 
‘Family Portrait,” starring Fay 


| Compton, which was to have replaced 


‘The Tempest’ at the Old Vic after 
its provincial tour, is cut due to 
show not having clicked in the 
sticks. 

‘Garrison Theatre,’ ‘Black Velvet’ 
and ‘Haw-Haw’ casts arranged golf 
tournament between the locals and 
Americans, with Vic Oliver, Ben 
Lyen and Nelson Clifford represent- 
ing the Yanks. 

Bil] Sistrom dickering with Barry 
K. Barnes to play the ‘Saint’ role in 
Also 
negotiating with Roy Boulting, who 
directed ‘Pastor Hall’ for Grand Na- 
tional, to direct. 

New Jack Hulbert-Cicely Court- 
neidge show, already completed by 
Archie Menzies and Arthur Macrae, 
has been abandoned after cast had 


{been practically lined up and ready 


to start rehearsals. 

Although Carl Brisson is presumed 
to have sailed for America to consult 
Mayo Brothers for throat trouble, 
understood he sails from America to 
Australia to appear in musical 
shows for the Williamson Tait. 


Pyramid Films finally set its first | 


film, to be released by United Artists. 
It's adaptation by Miles Malleson of 
F. H. Benson’s “The Necromancer,’ 


|with Wilfred Lawson, if he can get 


leave from Royal Air Force, to play 
title role. 

Efforts being made to keep Lon- 
don Philharmonic-orchestra together, 
and negotiations now pendirg for 
renting theatre in West End to give 


'nightly performances, with band on 


cooperative basis. J. B. Priestley is 
behind the scheme 

Whispered around that Joseph 
Rank. millionaire miller, who is be- 
hind most of Charles M. Woolf’s 
film ventures, is backing picture be- 
ing partly made in Canada for the 
government by Michael Powell, with 
Woolf organization to release. 

Robert Morley turne down David 
E. Rose's offer to star in ‘Hatter’s 
Castle’ to ge into H. G. Wells’ 
‘Kipps.’ which is to be made by Gau- 
mont-British-Gainsborough for 20th- 
Fox He will co-star with Michael 
Redgrave and Margaret Lockwood. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Henry Hoffman. azide to Paul Beis- 
man. derailed by heai 

Although lotto is banned in St 
Louis county, a sneak session last 
week brought out 500 femmes before 
cops broke up the game 

Tom Mix is one of 300 inked to ap- 
pear in ‘St. Louis Cavalcade’ next 
fall for benefit of local fire fighters. 


William Morris agency to produce. 
Sterling Holloway, Vivian Marsh 
and Ruth Sato planed from West 


rent at al fresco theatre, Forest Park. 
‘Two Merry Gentlemen’ begins run 


Friday (9) at Town Square theatre, | 
strawhatter. on roof of west end of- | 
Hagan has! 


fice building. Harriet 
leading femme role. 

Mrs. Ruth Allene Reaves, warbler 
in last year’s Municipal theatre cast, 
has filed suit for divorce from Dr. 
Lowry Donald Reaves. Desloge, Mo., 
who also sang in the chorus. 

A new recreational 
terned after the Johnny Perkins-Roy 
Bruder Playdium. East St. Louis, 
| will be built in Souin St. Louis. Ber- 

nard Brade will be the proprietor. 


| Walter Branson, midwestern dis- | 
RKO, andj} 


| trict sales manager for 


|Rav Nolen. maneger of the local 


center pat- |! 


branch, are in New York City work- | 


ing out circuit deals with home- 
office biggies. 
Nancy McCord, Bob Shafer and 


Douglas Leavitt here after finishing 


outdoor operetta season in Louisville. 


| Eugene Lowenthal, Arthur Kent and 
Nina Stroganova planed to New 
| York after chores. 

Former Mayor Henry W. Kiel, prez 
of Municipal Theatre Ass’n, has re- 
|covered from two major operations. 

Lee Sims and Ilomay Bailey mak- 
ing local debut at Chase Club. Carlos 
Molina’s band a holdover. 


troupe to Centralia, Lll., Monday 
night for a one-night stand. Cady's 
place is closed on Monday nighis and 
this enables the talent to earn a few 
kopecks on out-of-town dates. 

Two one-act plays, ‘The Importance 
of Breakfast’ and ‘Something to Re- 
member,’ were presented by the Toy 
Theatre Players last week for the 
benefit of the Red Cross. Gordon 
Sommers and Mary Leritz produced. 

First local showing of ‘The Milky 
Way’ began run at Civic theatre, 
strawhaiter, last week. Cast includes 
Vincent Vernon, Tommvye Birch, 
Martha Jensen, William Gallagher. 
Gordon Sommers, William Atwood 
and Jackman Bierger. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Paramotnt exchange to have office 
golf tournament Aug. 24. 


to Glen Lake sanatorium. 
Earl Perkins, Warner Eros. sales- 
man, an expectant granddaddy. 
Theodore Hays, vet Minnesota 
Amus. Co. executive, 
home by illness. 


Gordon Greene, manager of Benz 
Bros.’ theatre interests, to Pine Is- 
lafid sanatorium for rest. 


Bill Scholl, RKO exploiter, in hos- 


manager, accompanied salesman Pat 
Halloran on a North Dakota trip. 

Jerry Blado, assistant .manager,. 
pinch-hitting for Bill Sears at Or- 
pheum while latter is on vacation 
motor trip. 


Max Blotcky, brother of Ben. 
Paramount branch manager = and 
Twin City Variety club chief barker, 
passed away. 

University of Minnesota band 
turned out for opening of Cente: 
theatre, Minnesota Amus. Co.'s (Para- 
|} mount) new St. Paul nabe house. 

After a two-day fishing trip into 
northern Minnesota with Gilbert 
Nathanson, Republic branch man- 
ager, following his rodeo appearence 
here, Gene Autry flew back to Hol- 
ly wood. 


Churches’ Pix 


Continued from page 3 











ing which he has contacted ministers 
from coast to coast. The field covers 
about 100,000 churches. A. L. Me- 
| Cormick, president of Cinecolor, es- 
| timates that his plant will turn out 
30,000,000 feet a year as result of the 
| hookup. 
| only to picture religious subjects but 
| to attract the public to the churches. 
At least 2,000 houses of worship are 
equipped for sound films and thou- 
sands more, under the new plan, 
may purchase the necessary 
ment on term installments. 
Subjects will depict the life of 





The idea, according to Bond, is not | 


eqguip- 


Christ, with choral musie led by 
| Homer Rodeheaver, singing evange- 
list formerly connected with Billy 
| Sunday. 


| New angle in the distribution of 
| the pictures is a band of more than 
1,000 retired ministers who will work 
as a guest promotional staff for re- 
ligion and show business at the same 
time. 

The average cost of the film ser- 
vice will be about $10 per week per 
church. 
| 16 MM. Catholic Service 
| National Catholic Film 
Inc., has been organized in New York 
to preview 16 mm. films and issue 
approved and disappreved lists for 
guidance of religious, educational 
and other organizations. Its activities 
)in the 16 mm. field will, in many 
respects, parallel those of the Legion 
of Decency in regular commercial] 
channels, 

In addition to merely previewing, 

however, NCFS-—-which is an unoffi- 
cial body, but has the sancticn of the 
church—will also rent the 16 mm. 
,film it recommends to educational, 
religious and other groups. 
Heading the new outfit is Dr. Eu- 
| gene A. Colligan, who resigned last 
| March as president of Hunter Col- 
| lege and before that was assistant 
superintendent and director of visual 
education cf the New York public 
schools. Joseph A. Durkin, former 
| secretary to the district attorney of 
|New York county and now operator 
of a private news service, is Colli- 
gan’s associate. 


Service 


Steve Cady, nitery operator, took | 


Julius Volk, indie nabe exhibiior, | 


confined to 


pital with injured shoulder after | 
auto smashup at Hampton, Ia. 
LeRoy Miller, Universal branch. 


Hollywood 


Jack Moffit laid up with flu. 


, Smiley Burnette east ca a stage 
cur, 


Fredric March on yacation at Del 
Monte. 

Frances Simon gandering the stu- 
dios for Pie. 
| June McCloy back in pictures after 
eight years. 

Bill Elliott to Durango, Cal., for 
yearly rodeo. 

James A. FitzPatrick bought a 
Canadian farm. 

Betty Brewer recuperating from 
tonsil operation. 

Hal Horne in town for confabs 
with Walt Disney. 
| Muriel Angelus took out her first 
| citizenship papers, 
| Floyd Knudtson to the hospital for 
a tonsil operation. 

Earle G. Hines and Herb Griffin 
here from New York. 

Wallace Beery to Wyoming for 
two months of fishing. 

Judith Woodbury knocked down 
and bruised by an auto. 

Charles Rosher returned to his 
camera after sick leave. 

William Gargan vacationing at 
| Yosemite National Park. 

Victor Fleming is back at Metro 
| after a Canadian vacation. 
|. Harry Goetz aired in from Man- 
hattan for studio huddles. 

Spec O’Donnell back with Frank 
Capra after two years’ illness. 

Lana Turner returned from a 
month’s vacation in Honolulu. 

George Randolph Hearst is being 
sued for separate maintenance. 

William Shiffren moved into the 
Gurney agency as a associate. 

Jackson Parks moved into the 
James Roosevelt publicity setup. 
| Ruby Keeler back from. Chicago 

where she left the Jolson show. 

Norman Elson in town for huddles 
about product for Film Alliance. 

Joseph Bernhard and Mort Blu- 
| menstock in for studic eonferences. 
Paramount Studio Club tossed a 
| farewell dinner for George Bagnall. 

Marjorie Young’s suit to divorce 
Roland Young was set back 10 days. 

William Boyd’s broken leg will 
keep him out of pictures another 
month. 

Ben Miggins in town from England 
where he was European manager for 
20th-Fox. 

Joe Cunningham and Edward 
Dmytryk to Canada to handle films 
for the government. 

Frank Velcz in from New York to 
handle dance direction for RKO’s 
‘They Met in Argentina.’ 

Barney Sarecky checked off Re- 
public lot and considering an offer 
from Australian film outfit. 

Richard Greene back from Van- 
eouver, awaiting a call to war ser- 
vice after enlisting in Seaforth High- 
landers. 

Jim Denton, Don Morgan, Dick 
Pittinger. Sam Israel, Katie Robin- 
son and Bill Winter vacationing from 
the 20th-Fox flackery. 

Nathan H. Hubbard, for years in 
public relations in Califernia, and 
Jim Furman, with Publix and 
Loew’s in advertising - publieity, 
cpened p.a,. agency in Los Angeles. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 











Eric von Stroheim still around. 

‘Sound Your Horn’ current with 
Shawnee Players at Worthington 
Hall. 

Berkley Players presented ‘Double 
Door’ at Haubert theatre, Newfound: 
lana. 


Doris Jenkins of nearby Reeden 
called to Kennebunkport, Me., at re- 
quest of author Booth Tarkington t« 
appear in his ‘Karabash’ with the 
Garrick Players. 

Former middleweight chamg 
Mickey Walker weekended a 
Johnny DeSanto’s Pocono Summé 
Inn. Announced forthcoming Red 
Cross benefit ‘fight’ with Jack Demp- 
sey. 

Bill Blumenberg, former theatre- 
man and now proprietor of Ye Say- 
lor’s Inn, Saylorsburg, would pur- 
chase Stroud theatre building, now 
empty and still showing fire ravages. 
But bank holding out for more 
money. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


John Hesse vacationing from WB's 
Roger Sherman. 

Russell Bros, first small circus to 
hit here this season (8). 

Lew Schaefer slipped away from 
his Paramount desk for a few days’ 
rest. 

Bill Reisinger tieing-in with heat 
wave by running bathing beaut con- 
test on his Bijou stage. 

Operator of Savin Rock’s recket 
ride absolved in death of woman 
patron who fell from machine. 

Frank Thomas, in for a look at 
Frankie, Jr., in  strawhat cast, 
hopped back to Coast via stratoliner. 

Nate Rubin completely recovered 
from bad fall in his Loew-Poli lob- 
by that necessitated hospitalization. 

The Fred Stones were around for 
daughter Carol’s strawhat opening 
at Indian Neck in ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
piness 
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OBITUARIES 


GRIFFITHS 


FRED 

Fred Griffiths (Frederick George 
Delaney), 84, well known circus and 
vaude partner of the Griffith Bros. 
act. died at Herne Bay, England, 
July 11. 

Apprenticed at the age of five to 
William Frederick Matthews, he ap- 
peared throughout Europe and tlie 
U. S. in circus and vaudeville for 16 
years. He played in pantomimes, 
joined Barnum and later teamed 
with Joe Griffith until the latter's 
death in 1901, when Fred, Jr., 
placed him and played for years, still 
keeping the name Griffiths Bros 

For years their performing horse, 
Pogo, was featured in vaude, caba- 
ret, circus. In 1923, the act 
included in the Royal Command 
Performance at the Coliseum, Lon- 


re- 


was 


don. In 1921 he completed 60 years 
in show business and was given a 


banquet by the Grand Order of 
Water Rats, of which he was a mem- 


ber. Three years ago he retired, and 
his wife and son continued with 
Pogo. Survived by son and daugh- 
ter, 


DONALD CALTHROP 

Donald Calthrop, 52, stage and 
screen character actor, died in Eng- 
Jand recently after a heart attack. 
Grandson of Dion Boucicault, 19th 
century Irish dramatist and actor, 
and son of John Clayton, who was 
associated in the building of the 
Court theatre, London, deceased had 
appeared with Sir Henry Irving, Sir 
Herbert Tree, Sir John Martin-Har- 
vey, etc. and had run his own thea- 
tre in which he acted and produced. 
He also toured America with Max- 
ine Elliott. 

Illness had curtailed his activities 
recently, mainly of a film nature, 
and he had completed a role in 
Shaw’s ‘Major Barbara’ film at Den- 
ham the day before he died 

His two elder sons were lost in the 
evacuation from Dunkirk. 

*‘RAFE’ SCOTT 

‘Rafe’ Scott, 68, well Known to 
London show business, died recently 
in London. For the better part of 
his life he cut the hair of most 
stage folk at Shipwrights, Shaites- 
bury avenue, and when this shop 
closed he took a post at another 
fin Great Windmill street nearby. 

Theatrical managers laid store on 
his judgment as a critic. He was 
invited to all first nights and wrote 
his opinion of the shows which he 
sent to the management. He prized 
a letter from Sir Alfred Butt in 
answer to one of his criticisms, in 
which the manager thanked him foi 
his views and agreed with a scene 
he didn’t like, saying it would be 
changed. A couple of years ago the 
BBC secured his services for a 
broadcast in their ‘In Town Tonight’ 
series. 





G. FRANKLIN 

G. Franklin 
head of the 
Federal 


WISNER 
Wisner, 61, former 

press section of the 

Communications Commis- 


sion, died July 26 at Garfield Hos- 


pital, Washington. First victim of 
the FCC ‘purge,’ conducted by for- 
mer Commish Chairman Frank R. 


MeNinch, Wisner had lived in virtual 
retirement since the fall of 1938 

Wisner was born in Hampstead, 
Md., and graduated from St. John’s 
College, Annapolis. He was a news- 
paperman for many years, starting 
with the Baltimore Sun and later 
becoming Washington correspondent 
for the New York Herald and the 
New York World. He is survived by 
his wife, Mrs. Roselle B. Wisner, of 
Silver Spring, Md., and a daugh- 
Mrs. Gordon Smith Parker, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

EDGAR L. WEISNER 

Edgar L. Weisner, 43, one of the 
owners of 15 theatres, including the 
Gold Coast houses, Shorewood and 
Downer, affiliated with the Fox- 
Wisconsin Amusement Corp., died 
July 26 at his home in Milwaukee 
after a long illness. He was widely 
known throughout the northwest 
which he covered as salesman for 
the old Film Booking offices and 
First National pictures, and was an 
officer of the Variety club since ils 
organization. 

Survivors include two brothers. 
Max and Harold, who were asso- 
ciated with him in theatre opera- 
tion, 


ter, 


HERBERT C. GILLELAND 
Herbert C. Gilleland, 32, assistant 
genera] manager of, WTOL, Toiedo, 
died suddenly at the Universiiy of 
Michigan hospital, Ann Arbor, Mich., 
July 29, from a kidney 
traced te an accidental blow on the 


affliction 





kidneys during his athletic career at 
Grand Rapids (Mich.) College. 

Gilleland was former sales pro- 
motion manager of CKLW, Detroit, 
when that station American- 
owned, and was also sales promotion 
manager of WSGN, Birmingham, 
Ala., before ceming to the Toledo 
where he was heard fre- 
quently as an announcer for many 
programs. 

His parents and a brother survive 
Burial in Detroit (2), 


Vas 


Station, 


JAY WILSON 
Jay Wilson, 69, who acted for 50 
years on the American stage, died 
July 27 at his home in New York. 


After making his debut with Sol 
Smith Russell at the old Arch St. 
theatre. Philadelphia, in 1890, he 


later became a member of Charles | 
Frohman’s company. Wilson also | 
had roles in the original production | 
ef the ‘Front Page’ .nd was seen 
with the Chicago company of ‘Broad- | 
way.’ Other shows in which he had 
parts were ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘Revenge 
with Music’ and ‘The Band Wagon.’ 
His widow survives. 


ARNOLD POMERANTZ 


Arnold Pomerantz, 19, child piano | 


prodigy, who appeared as_ solcist 
with the New York Philharmonic 
symphony orchestra and the Na- 
tional Orchestra! Association, died 
Aug. 1 at his home in New York 
aiter a long illness. 

A holder of the gcld medal award- 
ed to him by the New York Music 
Week Association when he was nine, 
he later entered the Curtis Institute 
of Music, Philadelphia, on a scholar- 
ship. More recently 
active in preparing concerts for chil- 
dren in Philadelphia. 

His parents survive, 


BERT JORDAN 

Bert Jordan, 74, one of the oldtime 
vaude siandards, died July 30 in 
Bellevue hospital, New York. 

Jordan, a song-and-dance man, 
was teamed with Rose Crouch. Their 
act was probably best known in the 
10 years just past the turn of the 
century. Later, he did a single, but 
had been inactive for years recently. 





Burial was in Rochester, N. Y., 
where relatives reside. 
BIRD MILLMAN 
Bird Millman, 45, died Monday 


night (5) at her home in Canon City, 
Colo., from cancer of the spine. 


Survived by parents, the J. D. 
Williams, former aerialists from 
whose act she sprung to interna- 


tional prominence at age of 11 when 
William Morris spotted her in a Ca- 
nadian tour. 


TALBOT MUNDY 
Talbot Mundy, 61, novelist, screen- 
writer and more recently author of 


the radio serial ‘Jack Armstrong, All | 


American Boy.’ died Aug. 5 in his 
sleep at Bradenton Beach, Fla. 


Further details in radio section. 


CLYDE (TECK) MURDOCK 
Clyde (Teck) Murdock, 48, one- 
time comedian and Broadway dancer, 
died at Urbana, O., Aug. 1. 


Mrs. Sarah P. Adler, 71, mother of 
actress 
Atlantic 
after a 
of the 
Adle1 
fused 
V idow 
T 


ther 
MB4ULTICL 


Beach, L. I., 
brief illness. 
late Yiddish 


Monday (5) 
A sister-in-law 
actor, Jacob P. 


with Sarah 


and the 
Adler. 


Adler, Jacob P.’s 
of Stella and 


motnetr 


Mrs. Velma Yawitz, 32. 
Paul Yawitz 
Aug. 2 in 


ailment. 


wife of 
writer, died 
of a chronic 


screen 
Hollywood 


Mother, 78, of Charles and Harry 


Komer and grandmother of Adolph | 
and Irving Goldberg, of the Komer | 


& Goldberg circuit, died in Detroit. 

Sister, 44, of El Brendel, film 
comedian, was stricken fatally with 
a heart attack Aug. 1 while walking 
in downtown Philadelphia. 

Roy Watson, 48, studio grip at 
Paramount, died July 27 in U. S., 
Military hospital at Sawtelle, Cal. 


Eli C. Brimmer, 82, father of Rich- | 


ard Dix, film actor, died July 27 in 
Holly wood. 
| . - ee 
Johnny Lonfg, who opened at Rose- 
| land ballroom. N. Y., July 26 for an 
11l-week stretch, has had his contract 
extended to 16 wecks. 


he had been | 


Francine Larrimore, died in| 


the deceased is not to be con- | 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs. Tenv Covato, son, in 
July 27. Father's with 
band 


Mr 
Pittsburgh, 
Etzi Covate 


son, in Jacksonville, Fla. July 29 
Father’s a former Pittsburgh nitery 
agent: mother is Gloria Smiley, 


nitery dancer, and ‘Miss Jacksonville’ 
of 1938. 

Mr. and Mrs 
ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
producer at Columbia 

Mr. and Mrs. John Woodcock, 
daughte: in Hollywood, Aug. 2. 
Father is a recording editor at Para- 
mount ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gomperts, son, 
in Newark, N. J., Aug. 1. Father is 
Coast assistant to Monroe Greenthal, 
United Artists exploitation head. 


Irving Starr, daugh- 
Father is 





Defense Shorts 


Continued from page I 





overlooked for the sake of 
ming’ up national defense. 
Newsreels Ditto 

Besides the features and_ shorts, 

all the newsreel companies weeks 

ago pledged their full cooperation to 


incorporate national defense footage | 


and patriotism where feasible. The 
one single big effort along these lines 
was the July 4 special when all the 
reels used ‘God Bless America’ 
music as background for the patri- 
otic subject matter. 

Columbia is not definitely set on 


| features ringing in the preparedness | 


jangle but may reshuffle the script 
| on ‘Behind the Maginot Line,’ a 
| Story property on which no work 
has been done lately, in order to 
| bring in this slant. ‘Mad Men of 
| Europe,’ yarn of present war deal- 
| ing with parachutist activities, al- 
|ready has been released. 
| with realities of modern warfare. 
|Company also is making ‘Our Na- 
/tional Defense,” as the final in a 
| series of Washington Parade shorts. 
| Metro anncunced four features at 
its recent New York 
|} which may 
| national defense. ‘Flight Command,’ 
an aviation thriller, is slated to show 
ramifications of air Other 
three are ‘Cause for Alarm,’ ‘Combat 
|Car’ and ‘Dawn’s Early Light,’ last 


service. 


dealing with Revolutionary War pa- | 


Mtriotism. ‘I Had a Comrade,’ dealing 
with war and Germany, may be put 
in same category. Company also 
has several shorts under considera- 
tion calculated to inspire national 
|spirit. Its ‘The Flag Speaks’ and 
| other patriotic shorts will probably 
| be reissued periodically. 
Other Majors 

Paramount -will make ‘I Wanted 
Wings,’ an air story being produced 
with the full ceoperation of the avia- 
tion corps of the U. S. Army at Ran- 


dolph Field. Company also has 
‘Arise My Love,’ story about an 
American aviator who joins the 
British fighting forces abroad. What 


is described inspired propa- 
ganda speech to build up the strong- 


as an 


| incorporated into one 
closing passages 

RKO has two definitely lined up or 
completed and may ring in the pre- 
paredness angie for ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
the Orson Welles picture, ‘The Ram- 
parts We Watch,’ already released, of 
course, is definitely propaganda for 
American national defense. ‘Men 


| 


| Against the Sky,’ the other picture, 
tells the tale of a modern aviation 
and his race against a for- 


eign competitor. 

| 20th Century-Fox may incorporate 
the patrictic flair into 
Pilot,” presently listed only 
straight aviation melodrama. Same 
treatment may be given ‘Youth Will 
Be Served,’ saga of the CCC camp 
program. Understood alse that the 
company has a couple of other pend- 
|ing productions in help 
the national defense 

United Artists’ sole entry so far is 
‘Foreign Correspondent,’ but others 
may be shifted boost for 
American Universal 
lists only Wings’ as drum- 
ming up the martial spirit. 

Warner Bros. probably will inject 

patriotic enthusiasm into four of its 
forthcoming productions besides 
turning out five shorts having to do 
with the nation’s military. The fea- 
tures tentatively listed are ‘Amazing 
| Story of Sergeant York,’ which Jesse 
Lasky will make; ‘Lost Battalion,’ 
story about a dramatic phase of the 
last world war: ‘John Paul Jones,’ 
epic of early-day American naval 
|} hero: and ‘Capt. Horatio Hornblow- 
|er,’ navy fictional yarn. 
The Warner shorts include ‘Sery- 
j}ice With Colors, concerning 
army life: ‘Young America Flies,’ 
dealing with young men training for 
| the air service; ‘March on Marines,’ 
| ‘The Tanks Are Coming,’ and an un- 
| titled one about the navy. First two 
ij have been cempleted 


| builder 


mind to 


about to 


preparedness 


‘Give U 


¢ 
the 


Mr. and Mrs. John (Harp) Vaughn, } 


‘drum- | 


It deals | 


sales confab | 
be employed to bolster | 


est military air ferce in the world is | 
of the film’s | 


‘Charter | 
as a| 











ROXY, N. Y. 


light comedy with his stunts, and 
Dick, Don and Dinah, comedy acro- 
bats who, it’s to be regretted, 
weren’t around when vaudeville 
playing time was more prosperous. 
This is a crackerjack act of its type. 
including two boys and a girl, latter 
having looks and gams of distinct 
showgirl stamp. They would have 
been surefire two-a-day material, 
which isn’t discounting their excep- 
tional impression here opening night 
in front of a sparse audience. 

Day delivers five numbers and 
clicks easily with his smooth tenor. 
He goes Paddy with only one Irish 
tune, however, the rest being current 
pop faves. His style is nice and his 
stage manner easy, which is all to 
| the good, particularly for a radio 
| Singer. 
| Early in the show, and virtually 
| thrown at the audience, is a table 
| 
| 
| 


tennis exhibition by Coleman Clark, 
who is said to have written the book, 
'and Billy Willard, also a champ of 
| parts. This type of act is a frequent 
| repeater at the Roxy and its pres- 
entation is always much the same, 
an announcer, in this case Bob Lari- 


mer, calling the shots which are 
only too obvious in themselves. 


| Larimer’s chatter, however, is pleas- 
lant and heightens rather than de- 
| tracts from the novelty. After a few 
| trick shots, Clark and Willard play 
a 15-point match. Opening night 
Willard beat the champ, which 
| helped along in the illusion that it’s 
all on the level. Audience interest 
| is held all the way. 
| The Foster line really hasn’t much 
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, army that still hopes to send Hitler 


' back, 


conservatively speaking, to 
paperhanging. Fox also has some 
standard shots of the Palace Guards 
now in full war regalia instead of 
shakos. Pathe provides some time- 
worn scenes of London kids being 
evacuated, but adds a modicum of 
human interest by the unconscious 
contrast of the two royal princesses 


being very fancily evacuated by 
motor launch. There’s one other 
London-localed clip, also Pathe, of a 
fire in a lumber yard. It flares high 
but not very interestingly. 

Defense problems naturally taka 


up the major part of the serious do- 
mestic copy. Par has F.D.R. in- 
specting defenses, while Pathe has 


|him giving a similar 0.0. to a navy 


yard. Par treats of three phases of 
defense otherwise: first, conscrip- 
tion; second, aid for England, and 
third, arms production. Fox shows 


'Secretary Stimson testifying before 


a Congressional committee and Uni- 
versal has William Knudsen report- 
ing on defense progress. Like most 
men in public life, they’re imposing 
on neither the film nor sound track. 

Wendell L. Willkie, of course, 
comes in for his share of treatment 
by both Par and VU. Latter’s the 
best, showing him dictating his ac- 
ceptance speech. Arrival of the SS 
America in New York harbor is 
handled from both water and air by 
Pathe in the usual shots. 

Effective straight human interest- 
comedy is provided in full measure 
by U with a bathing beauty contest 
for grandmothers—judged by grand- 
pas—at Coney Island. Sports field is 
also outstanding this week with top- 


|notch pictures by Fox of racing at 


; to do this week, only one routine, | 


| the table tennis opener, looking im- 
portant. 
| band being out of step with the line, 
or vice versa. Ben Yost’s New 
| Yorkers, mixed octet. appear to be 
/On the way to becoming an institu- 
tion here. They fit nicely, espe- 
cially with ‘Boog It,’ where. inci- 
entally, it looks as though the line 
might also be used to advantage. 
Scho. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


After plenty of weeks of lack- 
lustre domestic subjects and tired 
war shots from abroad, of which al- 
most everyone has had his fill, news- 
| reels this session contain a refresh- 
ing jolt. There are two ex¢ iting and 
| dramatic sequences, one from home, 
| one from Europe, that are principally 
| responsible for the upturn. First is 
| the fire in a Camden, N. J., paint 
}and grease works and the second is 
the sea battle which took place be- 
tween the English and Italian fleet 
in the Mediterranean a few weeks 
| ago. While there are a good propor- 
| tion of interesting clips in the reels 
otherwise, these two make almost 
anything else look pretty tame. 

Embassy uses shots of the Camden 
| holocaust from two companies, Metro 
and Paramount. Metro’s are by far 
|the best, not only because they are 
more complete, but because they are 
much more human. They get away 
|from the blaze itself frequently to 
|show victime, families, firemen. 
;crowds and other aspects of the 
| people involved. Spectacularism of 
| the fire itself was a setup for the 
| newsreelers, with explosions and the 
| heat causing one high wall after an- 
| other to topple. Both reels also have 
}some shots from the air, although 
these are taken-from such a height 
that they are not particularly 
| vealing, ’ 
| Scenes of the Mediterranean naval 
| battle (Par) are one of the news- 
|}reel surprises of the war to date. 
Passed by the Italian censors, they 
nevertheless show to what a great 
extent the British fire was effective 
in damaging Il Duce’s ships. After 
the conflicting claims of the two 
| countries while the battle was rag- 
}ing and immediately following. this 
is really a revelation There’s no 
|doubt at all that the Italian war 
| vessels were badly hurt and escaped 
complete annihilation only by sc1 am- 
ming under a heavy smoke screen. 
Shots were all made from the Italian 
boats, apparently by a cameraman 
| attached to the Fascist navy Why 
|Il Duce didn’t put a match to the 
| negatives is a mystery 
_Almost as good are clips of a Nazi 
alr raid on an English convoy in the 
| Channel. 


re- 


Distributed by Pathe, they | 


| Show at length the German planes | 
| diving on their objectives, the puffs | 


| of anti-aircraft fire from the boats 
and several planes shot down. Scenes 
| are both technically inieresting and 
breath-taking. Particularly surpris- 
ing are shots made by the pilot of a 
German plane with a camera syn- 
'chronized with his machine gun. 
| Every time he pulls the trigger the 
| film grinds and the lens follows the 
| path of his bullets. 
| Foreign coverage 
rather limited. Fox shows a 
contrast of Bastille Day in France 
|} and Bastille Day in England. 


otherwise is 


neat 


But this was spoiled by the | 


lin New York, July 39. 


Hollywood Park and by Metro at the 
opening of Saratoga. Also attention- 
worthy are Fox’s Seabright tennis 
pictures, the same company’s shots 
of a hydroplane race and an oceaii 
swimming race in California. Pathe 
comes through well with 125 tiny 
sailboats racing, also on the Coast 
Lew Lehr’s bit is a ‘rassle royal,” 
about half a dozen toughies in a ring 
putting on a great show by slapping 
each other around. Universal gets 
in a plug for its picture, ‘When the 
Daltons Rode,’ by showing the star- 
attended opening in Coffeyville, Kan 
Despite the ad copy, the films qualify 
Embassy requires only one short. a 
Universal travelog, to complete the 





bill. One of the ‘Going Places” 
series, it’s about the British West 
Indies and not enthralling. Herb 
Helen Hoffman to Dr. Lloyd Sil 
verstein, in Hollywood, July 29 


Bride is a niece of Louis B. Mayet 
Kathryn Case to Duke McHale, in 
Elkton, Md., July 2. Bride is with 
the Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., balle 
he’s the dancer. ; 
Carol M. Stone to Robert W. Me- 
Cahon, in Forest Hills, N. Y., July 31 
Bride is the youngest actress-daugh- 


ter of Fred Stone. 
Alice Hirst to Jimmy Kent in 
Moose Jaw, Sask., July 20. He is 


announcer with CKCK, Regina 

Mildred Mullen, Chicago radio 
singer, to Phil Crane, KIRO, Seattle 
baritone in that city July 20. 

Vicki Abbott to 
June 29, in New York. She's legi 
and radio actress. He’s son of Ernes 
Truex, currently at Monomoy thea- 
tre, Chatham, Mass. 

Loretta Young to Tom Lewis, in 
Beverly Hills, Cal., July 31. Bride 
is a film star; he’s a radio exec 

Marguerite Taylor to William H 
Courtney, in Hellywood, July 25 
Bride is daughter of Laurette Tay- 
lor, and was formerly associate edi- 
tor of Fortune. 

Jean Beaman to Robert Beerman 
in Yuma, Ariz., July 26. Groom is a 
photog for NBC. 

Adele Schneider te Frank Newto: 
in Chicago, July 20. He’s a Des 
Moines radio writer. 

Gwen Brower to Milton Atkinson 
Fort Worth, Texas, July 30 He is 
assistant traffic manager for KGKO 
Fort Worth. 

Virginia Floyd to Robert Riley 
Clutcher, in Los Angeles, Aug. 3. He 
is screen-radio writer. 

Helen Germaine to Frank Pitma! 
in Hollywood, Aug. 1. He is NB 
sound effects man. 

Florence Harris to Irwin Naitove, 
in New York, Aug. 2. He’s membe! 
of the continuity staff of WMCA 


James Truex 


|New York. 


Agnes Hermansen to Bob Carter, 
He’s 30- 
nouncer on NBC and WMCA, N. Y- 


| she’s an airline hostess. 


In the | 


|former,.French troops are marching ' 


'to prison camps through files of 
; weeping civilians, while across the 


Channel, General De Gaulle is gath- 
ering free French forces into an 


Cole McLaughlin te Constantine 
Brown, in Port Royal, Va., skedded 
for Aug. 10. Bride is legit playe 
he’s a Washington political write: 





Bob Auman’s orch, ex-West Ci°s- 
ter Teachers’ College crew, 
finish season at Tom Bridger’s Oak 
Grove House, Milford road near East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. 


will 
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Nazis’ Grip 





seen Gisporting themselves on 


be . 
cafe terraces or 1n restaurants. 
Now it’s just one aperitif where | 


formerly an expansive host offered a 
of expensive concoctions for 
Now it’s a brandy and 
previously it was a 
Now it’s a less 


yound 
nis frie nds. 
soda where 
whiskey and soda, 
expensive ° ; 
is good, but where the service is 
more modest. Diners are now prone 
to take a rapid glance down the 
yight hand column of the menu be- 
fore ordering their favorite dishes. 
Less attempt is now made to keep up 
with the Joneses. 

Inversely, some are spending more 
than formerly and getting rid of 
their savings in a last, mad splurge. 
This group has little confidence in 
the future and want to crowd in as 
much fun as possible while there is 
still time. 

Another aspect of the problem 
which has not yet been given more 
ihan cursory attention js the fact 
that the German oecupation of the 
Nazi-tutored French totalitarian 
jineup will undoubtedly bring about 
» purge of the theatrical, literary 
and artistic circles of its Jewish com- 
ponents. Although perhaps less than 
in some other countries, the Jews in 
France exercised a great influence 
in these fields and in many cases 


Continued from page 2 


restaurant where the food | 


On France 








and ranks and had a 
effect on Paris’ nightlife. Legit 
folded completely, although others 
continued on a couple of cylinders. 
After the Low countries were 
crushed and the Germans entered 


disastrous 


French territory for the first time, | 


most of the filmeries and variety 
houses shut down. Dancing was 
outlawed and closing hour moved 


ahead thereby automatically forcing 


the shuttering of hotspots, bars, 
danceries and other hangouts. A\l- 
though not obliged to do so, many 


cafes and restaurants pulled down 
the blinds since the mass evacua- 
tion had a disastrous effect on biz. 

On June 10. with the Germans 
closing in on the capital, anything 
still open shuttered without a sec- 
ond invitation, and a few days later, 
when the Germans entered town, 
they found a city without cafes, 
restaurants, cinemas, theatres and 
other entertainment spots. Radio 
headquarters had moved out with 
the army. 

In the 
lowed, 
signed, 


city. 


fateful days which fol- 
until the armistice was 
Paris was practically a dead 
Some cafes and restaurants 
did some biz and a handful of show- 
cases tried to carry on but it was 
a far cry from what it had been. 
Cinemas did good biz in Tours and 


and 








Paris Not Reconciled —Kerr 


Waiter Kerr, former Paris 


correspondent 


for the N. Y. Herald 


Tribune and sometime broadcaster on transatlantics, gave a quiet but 
telling description of the old French capital under Nazi rule, on radio 


program ‘We, the People’. 


Kerr, whom some listeners may have re- 


called for his graphic pictures of situation in Czechoslovakia two years 
ago, had just arrived via Clipper, after Nazi censor killed six or seven 


stories he wrote. 
cabled and aired out of Paris. 


Tale he related was different from those recently 


Parisians and French people are not reconciled to German domina- 


tion, he said. For the present 


Paris was plastered with 


French children. 


posters 


they 
will find out who betrayed us and we will 


but 
back.’ 
German 


have to live, ‘someday 


Kerr 


soldiers 


we 
stated 
feeding 


come 


showing 


Despite death penalty for defacing them, he had not 


seen one which was not torn badly. 


French people also give food and money to 
ers, although this also involves death 


of Nazis goose stepping, to band 


escaped British prison- 


penalty. In addition to telling 


d music, past tomb of Unknown Soldier 


every afternoon, with French ignoring parade, Kerr spoke of ‘the most 


terrifying’ newsreels on bombings 
The few French patrons who watch screenings give no 


etc., shown by Germans in Paris. 


outward indi- 


cations of their reactions except ‘occasional gasps’. 





were the mainstays. French and for- 
eign Jews had large investments in 
zl] the branches of the film industry 
This was also true of legit, musichall 
énd revue houses, 

Although the outbreak of war in 
September placed a pall on all forms 
f entertainment, a 
as made to 


~ 


serious effort 
the 
ana, as far as possible, to normalize 
it. The greatest handicap, of course, 
was the mobilization of actors, tech- 


2 


Situation 


redress 


nic@ians and other male help As 
soon as it became apparent that it 
was not to be a war of mutual air- 


bombardments and orthodox type of 


warfare, biz picked up. Studios got 
together’ = as many male actors 
cameramen and directors as they 
could find and began producing 
new picts, some of the propaganda 
category, Showcases dressed up 
ineir marquees again and advertised 
new and old French and American 
films, New revues were launched 
Vaude houses did biz to packed 
houses, Legit crowded vaude for 
first place. Nudist shows were not 


far behind. 


Danceries were the last 
to reopen, signal 


but once the ‘go’ 
Was given, floor space was not avail- 


able Horseracing in the fashionable 
Bois de Boulogne, football games, 
Soxing and other sports fixture 
were held as if there was no wa 
£0ing on. Restaurants and cafe 
actually did as well as before the 


War, 


Not to Be Construed 
YE: y , 
Things Were Normal 
It must not be misconstrued, how- 
ever, that things were normal. The 
blackout, restrictions on the sizes 


* #udiences, a dearth of transpor- 
aon facilities, early closing hours, 


food and drink restrictions, lack of 
Man power, higher living costs, 
taxation, the constant threat of 
German planes—all combined to 
Play havoc with the lighter forms of 
‘fe. Families with sons, husbands 


énd fathers at the front just did 
-_ Care to be amused while others 
‘Mought it unpatriotic to be seen 


sa these fay spots. Everything 
onsidered, the situation was excel- 


‘ent in this first phase of the war. 


‘ er invasion of Belgium, Holland 
a Luxembourg brought the war 
‘OMe t¢ Frenchmen of all classes 





Bordeaux, although most of them 
had to show double feature pro- 
grams or one picture garnished with 
several shorts and documentary 
films since they had run out of 
newsreels. Nabe houses did alright 
Since thev flashed old newsree 

n the scree! S; Iwich 1 Vy é 
from cafe to cafe distributing hand 
ills, advertising the espective 
SnOoWs 

With the armistice, the Germans 
ittempted to put some gayety back 
! ) gay Paree ( é re 

ene " li ana le 
t ea to tne cit a nor! ‘ é 
! 1 ( _ 4 { lia i 
shortages The Cafe de i 
ag ’ has Its internatie al ( i - 
tele { i ! ! ( ed (Ge 

s ac ale tne € e 
ce section Maxim's, too, is re- 
portea to be the fav ILE hangout 
for tne conquerors The Folies Ber- 
gere unshuttered. The curfew 1 
strict, however, and it’s lights Oui ai 
9 p.m., and no fooling. 

Fil S dios are still shut ana 
there is reat likelihood that it will 
be a long time before iney reopen 
In anv event France, heretofore 
amo top lim-producing nations 
as ost tnat « Linc oO! ] i 
Ge I ] . 

; P eff +4 F 
Fk ce | pre el A on a 

ie Eu »€ st yvle Ss OVE t! 
total : < ( ld t 
A } A provbabdDiv Nn Ke a play 
the ¢ r Europe al > 
Ame ‘ f They iv € 
ut Fre t g os 
skill as a come-on for foreign marts 

Just what the fate of American 


distribs is to be is still 
but if what happens to them in Ger- 


unKnOWN 


many and Italy is any criterion, the 
going may be rough. The conquer- 
ors will in most likelihood eliminate 
the Americans from the European 
market completely by imposing very 


strict restrictions, 

The French still have enough pix 
to carry on for an entire season. 
They had about 35 still to be re- 


leased and an even larger number 
of first runs. There is more than 
a score of unfinished ones but most 
of them probably will never see the 
light of day. Some of the si#jects 


are displeasing to the Germans, 
others outmoded because of the 


{trend of events, and the remainder | 
| will be junked due to laek of capital. 
| Cinemas in the  non-occupied 
| zones are doing well, many still 
showing Hollywood products. No 
newsreels are being shown, although | 
it is expected that shortly they will 


Slug of Milk, Please 


Vichy, France, July 25. 
Piercing the gloom that accom 
panied the food shortage in 
France was a note of humor that 


be feeding French audiences with | recalled American speakeasy 
the German UFA and Italian Luce} days. 
variety. 
shea } In Marseilles, milk was the 
i 
ot} : shortage, and so the au- 
Population Tripled only shortage, and s« 


’ x . | 

In Temporary Capitals| 

The greatest story of the war, out- 
Side of its military phases, perhaps is | 
the story of the life in the temporary 


Capitals, first Tours and then Bor- | 
deaux. In these and other cities, 
towns and villages, the population 


was tripled and quadrupled by the 
rush of evacuees from Paris and 
northern France and presented lo- 
cal Wich very per- 
plexing problems 

Tours and Bordeaux were affected 
most since the moving of the govern- 
ment to these cities brought along 
thousands of others such as newspa- 
permen, Civil and military officials, 


eye? . 
auworir 


some 


| 
larger garrisons. newsreel men, writ- | 
| 


ers, adventurers, curiosity seekers 
and their wives and families as well 
as the usual run-of-the-mill refugees. 
Feeding and housing these extra 
thousands was no easy problem. 
People slept in cars, trucks, door- 
wavs. offices, corridors, roofs and 
park benches. Others rode or walked 
out to the outskirts of the temporary 
capitals each night to sleep under a 
| tent or merely sprawl themselves 
| out on a blanket in the grass. Every 
available spot was claimed hours in 


advance. Many slept five and six to 
|a room—and not always a_ hotel 
room. Many of the localites rented 
out a Spare room or an unused at- 
| tic or office. 

| American news and radia cor- 
|respondents were faced with the 


same plight. In Tours most of them 


had hotel rooms, even if they were | 


cramped a bit, simply because their 


| offices had had the foresight to make | 


arrangements 
| Bordeaux was a 
tion and they 


before leaving 
different 


with the other refugees. The Infor- 
mation Ministry promised to find 
rooms for them but they never got 
around to. this. With Bordeaux’ 
population boosted from 250,000 to 
nearly 1,000,000, it was*a question of 
first come, first served. Correspond- | 
ents slept on their work tables, on 
floors, in the censor’s office and in 
the corridors of the buildings in 
which they worked. 

One agency considered itself for- 
tunate to rent the former office of 


ie Austrian Consul in a wine house 


where 


seven tired correspondents 


lept nightly on mattresses gener- 
ously given by the American Red 
Cross. Although the mattresses 


were on the floor, the correspondent: 


considered themselves fortunate and 
etter off than many of their col- 
leagues who slept with just a blanket 
wrapped around them and a tele- 
phor book to serve as a pillow. The 
vine yuse looked ve good the 
night the Germans came over and 
pe f¢ oO } } pe- 
" one f t I t-bui 
on: i t ( e | fe] 
é é if e¢ 
We ! ( ( el < d 
f ertainers oO ¢ \ few weeks 
ef ¢ iad ( I for high 
( Parisian I ¢ ere no bet- 
te off Altl ecos zea on tht 
t ) One adit nm | S { € 
them Gone for the time being, at 
lea N he rush for autograph® 
The + ept r floors nm Cars 
o! f fortunate, in hotel rooms. 
y ye 
Many Went Days Without 


Taking Off Their Clothes 


Viany vent lavs without taking 
off their clothes, and <% thev could 
et face , A 
ere f | } 
I f tal 
e! f ed nat 
¢ then 
¢ r terest 
t t ft 
é ( t reé 
ente ! ( r hoofed it 
around town doing the rounds of the 
hotels until they found, not a room, 
but the use of a bathroom When 
thev did they came back to brag te 
their friends. 


The food problem was even more 
serious, with restaurants crowded to 
the very rafters from the moment 
they opened their doors. 


assurance one had to get fed was 
to be at the restaurant decor at noon 
and at 7 p. m. and rush in when it 
was opened. Waiting around untii 
a table was empty was usually an 


because 
left by 


unfortunate 
usually there was no 
the time some one left to make room. 


experience 
food 


Some got along on sandwiches in 
cafes. put even here the chances were 
slin The great majority simply fed 





Paris, | 
proposi- | 
were lumped together | 


The only , 


| thorities decreed that none was 


to be served in the cafes, order- 
ing it set aside for children and 
the sick. Consequently, cafes 
took on the aspect of speaks— 
for the service of milk. 








itself by shcpping around for bread. 
| cheese, sardines, ham, sausages 
|fruit and then parking on a 


and 
cafe 


'terrace. This privilege was granted 
‘as long as you bought a bottle of 
wine. Bread was scarce, butter very 


difficult to get and restaurants limit- 
|'ed the menu to one entree consisting 


of appetizer or soup, one meat 01 
|two vegetable dishes, cheese and 
| dessert. 


It was no use griping, as a young 
| Frenchman learned. He complained 
because a peach he was served was 


have been. Immediately half a dozen 
soldiers and officers and other diners 
jumped up and let him have it. They 
| thought it was a scandal for an able 
| bodied civilian of military age to 
complain while others of the same 
age were fighting in the frent lines. 
| And they didn’t hesitate to say so. 

| Cafes were packed from early 
imorhing until closing time. Sugar 
soon ran out in most of the Bor- 
deaux cafes and saccharine was 
|served in its place. It was served 
in liquid form and the drinker had 


pierced through the bottle cork. 
There was a heavy run on beer, and 
it could not be had in several cafes 
juntil new stocks were gotten in. 
Bread or rolls were difficult to get 
Waiters pointed out the 
| nearest bakeries to their clients. The 
extra effort was worth it, the refu- 
gee usually returning with a big baz 
cf hot buns or crescents. 


iin cafes. 


However serious this may have 
been, it hardly compared with the 
suffering and deprivation of the re- 


fugees on their trek from Paris and 


the north southward Many came 
from Belgium and Holland, and be- 
fore they had settled a few hours in 
a spet they were up and moving 
again because of the steady German 


advance, 


The greatest traffic jam in history 


' probably occurred June 9, 10, 11 and 
12 out of Paris and in the days fol- 
lowing from points further soutl 
The line of refugees was so heavy 


took hours to advance a few 


that it 


kilometers. Sometimes the line was 


topped for two or three hours th- 
out moving an inch This corres- 
pondent took 13 hours to go f1 
Paris to Chartres, a disiance of 5 
miles, on June 11. There were many 
accidents and breakdowns, There 
were thousands of cal talled on the 
ide of the road while hundreds 
of wrecks obstructed fy T re 
Ns I Dp re a De we < 
+ ct ‘ne oO 


Food Problem Serious; 


The 
Thousands went foodle from 24 t 
48 hours because tne 
halt for fea1 
When 
was no 
Many 
nate to 


bottle of mineral wate 


food prooviel i i 


of 1OSINZ valuable 


they stopped at light there 
food or shelter to be had 
considered themselve fortu- 


find 


i a ATIF I 


of refugee The a 


cause hot in pursuit was a Frene 
Curti Within two minute the 
Frenchman hin 
down with a volley of machine gun 
bullets. The shout that went up from 
the refugees was equal to that of any 
football crowd. 


got his foe and shot 


} f 


The greatest disappointment for 
them occurred only a few minutes 
later when young men coming from 
the oppcsite direction gave the 
clenched-fist salute and shouted that 
Russia had joined the Allie This 
soon grew in proportion until the 
| refugees had the United States. Tur- 


key and some of the Balkan nations 


in on the side of France and Ens 
land. Great was their disappoint- 
nent when thev reached some |: ‘ 


not as ripe as he thought it should | 


to sprinkle his ceffee through a hole | 


Time ‘Too Valuable’ 


{city that night to learn that the re- 
ports were false. 

Some had been on the road for 
days and had slept in their cars or 
had gone off to the side of the road 
and slept in the grass. Jean Graffis, 
correspondent for NEA, walked from 


Paris to Bordeaux, a distance of 400 
miles and took a week to recover. 
Sam Dashiell and Steve Fulton, 


United Press correspondents, cycled 
the entire distance. The only time 
they slept in a bed was in Tours and 
, that sleep lasted two hours because 
the Germans bombed them out of it. 


It is estimated that there are be- 
tween six and 7,000,000 who have 
left their home and are now in the 


non-occupied areas. 


The Riviera Retained 


Vestige of Normaley 

like Marseilles 
Riviera towns retained a vestige of 
before and after the 
If it hadn’t been for sev- 
and 
bombings of the Riviera no one there 


Cities and other 


normalcy 
Armistice. 
Italian aerial 


eral German 


would have known a war was being 


fought. That is exactly the way 
people reacted there. 
Although things were quite nor- 


mal there after the Armistice, au- 
thorities admitted that reserves 
were being quickly used up and pre- 
dicted serious consequences within a 
few months unless the French mer- 
chant marine could establish contact 
with its colonies and also because 
Germans were said to be picking up 
; all the foodstuffs they could find in 


the conquered land for their own 
people and army. 
In Marseilles only the smaller 


restaurants strictly applied the re- 
strictions called for by the govern- 
ment, but the larger and tourist type 
of restaurant near the Vieux Port 
served anything that the client 
wished. 

After the Armistice, and just be- 
fore the occupation of Bordeaux by 
the German army, when only a few 
score of German officers were in 
town, it was quite a common sight 
to see them_in cafes and restaurants. 
They usually paid in marks and if 


any question was raised they would 
reply that these marks were ‘occu- 
pation currency’ and each mark 
worth 20 francs. 

In every case the officers were 
polite and correct. On some Oc- 
casions French and German officers 
would be at adjoining tables. They 


always saluted each other. 
The politeness of the Germans did 


not prevent certain pathetic sittae 
tions. On one occasion three Gere 
man officers came into a small res- 


Bordeaux. The waitress 
upon to serve them started 
weeping profusely. Fully aware of 
what was happening, one of the elder 


taurant in 
called 


officers called over the waitress and 


explained that they meant no harm 
to her and only asked to be served 
like any other customer, 

Filing news was the greatest prob- 
lem Even before the news outfits 
pulled out of Paris, Commercial ana 
Western Union were cut off by the 
Ge! n occupation of the Channel 
port The only medium left : 
via radio. An American Organiza- 
tion, Press Wirele did veoman 
ervice Heading a hard-working 
capable staff was Lo Huot He 
cleared 60.000 words d: y ti Amer- 
can and foreign newspapermen wht 
vere obliged to relay their stories to 
the United States for Great Britain 
Japan, and other points because al] 
direct routes were cut off If it had 
not been for Pre: Wireless. Ameri- 
can reader would have not had & 

gle word of what was happenings 

France during the month of June 

This channel worked imi the 
Cit 1 Armistice tern put the 

é ( ( all radio cor nications 

Fy ce Americ ) and others 

¢ ied f g to the United States 
through Madrid but the news oftes 
ook between 24 and 72 hours to get 
to the States, killing all it news 
orthine American correspond- 
ent n the German-occupied zone 


vere able to get their version of the 


tory: out much quicker. 


The French censors were rigid but 
not unreasonable and they worked 
exceptionally well considering the 


pressure and what was happening t 
country. So chaotic was the 
situation at one moment that the 
French authorities asked the Ameri- 


their 


can, Huot, head of Press Wireless, t 
act as censor. He did his job és 
well as any French censor woul 
have done it. 

American newscasters dic ve}) 


Columbia, NBC and h ual core 


respondents broadcast many times 
daily but they all pulled out of Bor- 
deaux a few days before the Arm- 


tice since by then everything had 
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